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PREFACE. 


 HESE Tales are of that intereſting nature, 
the Reader is inſenſibly led from one circumſtance 
to another, by a chain of events, which claim 

ull attention, and they conclude with a ſenſation 
of pleaſing regret.” 


| 
| 
& } 
p 
7 


Since the Arabian, which were the origin of 
theſe Stories, none have been more generally 
received; they are univerſally read on the Con- 
tinent, and it is flattered they will not be un- 
pleaſing in an Engliſh dreſs. 
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Campaſitions of this kind: will always delight 
theſe that have ſouls warmed with the power of 
fancy and generous paſſions; to ſuch the plea- 
ſures of imagination are beyond all other amuſe- 
ments in life, 
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The deſign of theſe Hiſtories is to reduce a 
young Princeſs to reaſon, who had conceived 
an averſion to the pleaſures of conjugal Felicity ; 
to obtain which, each Story furniſhes ſome in- 
france of a faithful Lover or an affeftionate 
Huſband; and though each tale has the ſame 
origin, yet they are ſo diversified, and with ſuck 
art, by a variety of events, that the laſt is equal- 
ly new and pleaſing as the firſt. 


The incidents are romantic and ſurpriſing, yet 
the probabilities are ſaved with that condu#fF and | 
judgment requiſite to works of genius and inveu- 
tion; the characters and paſſions are painted 
from nature, and every Tale may be held as a 
leſſon for life. | 


The manners, cuſtoms, habits, religion, and 
politics of the Afiatics, are well portrayed, /0 
that the Reader, befides a fund of entertainment, 
is fully inſtrufted in the cuſtoms 1 the Zaſtern 


Nations. 


That the juvenile mind may not receive any 
bad impreſſions, the flories are formed on the 
beſt of principles, and nothing that has the leaſi 

tendency 
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tendency towards corrupting the heart, or mili- 

tates againſt religion or moral duties, is incul- 

cated; on the contrary, the moſt exalted ideas 

of virtue, the accompliſhment of the mind and 
Heart are inſinuated in an engaging manner; and 
, Ras ſuch, this Book is recommended to 


EVERY CLASS OF READERS. 


. 
7 4 
4 - 
fl 
* 
1 
LN 
1 
1 1 
"== n 
4 q 
2 
"= 
= 1 
7 
4 
1 n 
* . 
* 
= 1 
- 1 
R 18 
92 
3 | 
. \ | 
* 
x 
= 
= } 
1 3 
Ko — „ 
TR 
. C 
FT 
* 
1 
*. 
5 ; 
o 
4 av by 
1 \ 
A 


* I — RX 
P ** a 
oa > Me " WF 
2 A 0 * 
n 2 28 3c * 


"OTOL 
"ISS * 


* . Ry _ 

z rr 
* 4 : 5 
1 R 


* 
K * 


n 
Sk as ah _ 


Te) 
4 ® 


8 
| 
i 


Y 
I 
x 
We. 
A 


* * 


— 


PERSIAN TALES, 


Thouſand and One Days. 


HE kingdom of Caſmire was formerly governed by 
a King, whoſe. name was Togrulby. He had a 
ſon and a daughter, who were the wonder of their age: 
the Prince, whoſe name was Farrukrouz, was a young 
hero, adorned with a thouſand good qualities; and his 
fiſter, Farruknaz, might very well paſs for a miracle in 
beauty. RE 
This Princeſs indeed was fo very fair, and her looks 
ſo enchanting, that ſhe inſpired all men with love that 
beheld her; their paſſion became fatal to them; for al- 
moſt all either loſt their reaſon by it, or fell into a lan- 
guiſhing condition, that inſenſibly conſumed them. 
Whenever ſhe left the palace to take the diverſion of 
hunting, ſhe appeared without a veil. The people fol- 
lowed her in crowds, and, by their loud acclamations, 
expreſſed the pleaſure they took in ſeeing her. She was 
mounted uſually on a white Tartary horſe with red ſpots, 
and rode in the midſt of an hundred ſlaves, richly at- 
tired and mounted upon black horſes. Theſe ſlaves too 
were without their veils ; and although they might every 
one of them paſs for women of an extraordinary beauty, 


yet their miſtreſs drew all eyes upon herſelf alone. Every 
VOL. I. | B one 
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dne was eager to approach her, notwithſtanding the 
number of guards that ſurrounded her. It was to no 
1 that the ſoldiers rode with their ſabres drawn to 
eep the people at a diſtance; in, vain they wounded, and 
even killed, ſuch as came too near; ſtill there ſucceeded 
a freſh ſupply of unfortunate gazers, that, far from fear- 
ing the danger which threatened them, ſeemed to take a 
pleaſure in dying under the eyes of the Princeſs, 
The King, nearly touched with the calamities which 
the charms of his daughter drew upon his ſubjects, re- 
ſolved to withdraw her from the eyes of men. He 
laid his commands upon her, never to go out of the 
ne ſo that the people ſaw her no more. Neverthe- 
eſs, the reputation of her beauty ſpread itſelf all over 
the Eaft. A great many Kings were. enamoured by 
what fame ſaid of her; and in a little time the news at 
Caſmire was, that Ambaſſadors were ſet out from all the 
Courts of Afia to come thither, in order to demand the 
hand of the Princeſs; but before their arrival, ſhe 
dreamed a dream, which gave her an averſion to men in 

eneral. She ſaw in her ſleep a ſtag taken in a ſnare, and 
9 from it by a doe; and the ſame doe falling 
ſoon after into the ſame ſnare, inſtead of being delivered 
from it,. was abandoned by the ſtag. 

When Farruknaz awaked, {hs appeared very much af- 
fected with this dream, and looked upon it as, ſomething 
more than the illuſion of fancy. She was. of. opinion 
that the great Keſaya intereſted himſelf. in her deitiny, 
and that his intention was, by theſe preſages, to give her 
to underſtand, that all- men were traitors, and repaid the 
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though he were even heir to the Sultan of the Indies, 
ſhall ever eſpouſe you againſt your inclinations. The 
Princeſs, who knew the force and ſolemnity of this 
oath, retired with her heart perfectly at eaſe, and fully 
determined never to give her conſent to any of the 
Princes who ſhould ſeek; her in marriage. 

In a few days after, Ambaſſadors arrived from. divers 
courts, and had each of them audience in their turn. 
Every one boaſted the alliance of his maſter, and the 
merit of the Prince whom he was ſent to propoſe. The 
King ſhewed great civilities to them all; but, at the 
{ame time, he declared to them, that his daughter's hand 
was at her own diſpoſal, becauſe he had ſworn by Keſaya, 
that he would not. give her in marriage againſt her own 
inclinations. Now the Princeſs having taken reſolution 
to refuſe all offers without diſtinction, the Ambaſſadors 
returned home full of confuſion for the ill ſucceſs of their 
embaſly. 2 
The wiſe Togrulby ſaw their departure with grief: he 
was apprehenfive, leſt the refuſal of his daughter ſhould 
ſtir up the Princes to be his enemies; and fearing the 
oath he had made might draw upon him a troubleſome 
war, he ſent for the nurſe of Farruknaz. Sutlumeme; 
ſaid he, I cannot help telling you that I am ſurpriſed at 
the conduct of the Princeſs. What ſhould be the reaſon ' 
of the averſion ſhe has to marriage? Speak, Is it not you 
who have inſpired her with theſe ſentiments ?—No, my 
Lord, replies the nurſe, I am not an enemy to men; this 
averſion of her's is the effect of a dream.—Of a dream! - 
ſays the King, greatly ſurpriſed ; what is this you tell 
me? No, no, adds he, after a ſhort pauſe, I can never 

ive credit to what you ſay: What dream could ever 
5 the force to make ſo Exe hy impreſſion on my 
daughter? Sultumeme told him the dream; and after 
having related all the circumſtances of it—This, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, is the dream that dwells ſo deeply in the imagi- 
nation of the Princeſs. She judges of all men by the 
tag ; and perſuaded that they are all perfidious and un- 
grateful, ſhe rejects all offers alike. 

This diſcourſe increaſed the aſtoniſhment of the King, 
who could not conceive how the foregoing dream thould 
have ſo great a power over the diſpoſition of the Princeſs, 


B 2 Well, 
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Well, my dear Sutlumemé, ſays he to the nurſe, what 
mall we do to conquer this diſtruſt of mankind with 
which the mind of my daughter is prepoſſeſſed? Do you 
think it is poſſible for us to bring her to reaſon? ' My 
Lord, replies ſhe, if your Majefty will commit the care 
of this affair to me, I do not deſpair of ſucceſs. And 
how, ſays Togrulby, do you propoſe to bring it about? 
1 have treaſured up, anſwered the nurſe, a great number 
of entertaining ſtories, the recital of which, at the ſame 
time that they divert the Princeſs, may wean her from 
the ill opinion ſhe has conceived of men. By letting her 
ſee that there have been faithful lovers, I make no doubt 
but I ſhall inſenſibly diſpoſe her to believe that there are 
yet ſuch in the world. In a word, Sir, continues ſhe, 
leave it to me to combat her error; I flatter myſelf that 
T ſhall be able to overthrow it. The King approved the 
project of the nurſe, and all her care now was to find out 
the moſt favourable opportunities to put it in execution. 
Since Farruknaz uſually paſſed her afternoons with 
the King, the Prince of Caſmire, and all the Princeſſes 
of the court, to hear the ſlaves that lived within the pa- 
lace ſing, and play upon all kinds of inſtruments ; Sut- 
Jameme thought the morning would be the moſt proper 
| ſeaſon for her deſign, and therefore reſolved to make uſe 
of thoſe hours which the Princeſs laid apart for bathing. 
Hereupon, the day following, as ſoon as Farruknaz went 
into & bath, the nurſe ſaid to her, I have a ftory 


full of extraordinary events; if my Princeſs will permit 
me to tell it for her amuſement, I make no doubt but it 
will prove very diverting. The Princeſs of Caſmire, 
not ſo much to ſatisfy her own curioſity, as to comply 
with that of her woman, who preſſed her to hear the 
ſtor y, gave Sutlumems leave to enter upon it, which ſhe 
did in the following manner, | Wen 


court, to ſpeak of your good qualities, 
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FIRST DAY. 


HISTORY OF ABOULCASEM OF BASRA. | 
| | 


as the moſt powerful Prince of his age, if his temper had 
not inclined a little too much to anger, and to an infup- 
portable vanity. It was cuſtomary with him upon alk 


occaſions to ſay, that there was not a Prince in the uni- 


yerſe ſo generous as himſelf. al 
Giafar, his firſt Vizier, who could not bear his vain 


way of boaſting, took the liberty one day to ſpeak to 


him in the following manner :—O my Sovereign Lord, 


Monarch of the earth, be not offended with your flave,- 


when he takes the liberty of repreſenting to you, that 
you onght not to praiſe yourſelf. Leave it to your ſub- 
jets, and to the crowd of ſtrangers, who frequent your 
Let it ſatisfy 
you, that the firſt of theſe thank heaven that they are 
born in your dominions, and that the latter rejoice in the 
good fortune of having quitted their own country to live 
under your laws. 1 
Haroun was provoked at this ſpeech; he looked: wick 
a countenance of anger upon his Vizier, and demanded 


of him, if he knew any man that might compare with 


him in generoſity, Yes, my Lord, anſwered Giafar; in 
the city of Baſra dwells a- young man, called Aboul- 


caſem, who, although a private perſon, lives in greater 
magnificence than any King; and, without excepting 
even your Majeſty, there is not a Prince in the world ſo 


generous as this young man, 


At this diſcourſe. the Califfe's cheeks glowed, and his 


eyes flaſhed with-anger. Doſt thou not know, ſays he, 
that a ſubject, who has the impudence to lie before his 
maſter, deſerves to be puniſhed with death ? I advance 
nothing but the truth, replies the Vizier. In the laſt 
journey which I made to Baſra, I ſaw this Aboulcaſem ; 1 


was 


LL the hiſtorians agree, that the Califfe Haroum 
Araſchid would have been the completeſt, as well 
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was at his palace; and my eyes, though accuſtomed te 


and | was wholly charmed with his generous behaviour. 
At theſe words Araſchid grew outrageous, and was not 
able to reſtrain his paſſion. Vou are very inſolent, ſays 
ke, raifing his voice, to bring a private man into a com- 
pariſon with me. Your audactouſneſs ſhall not go un- 
puniſhed. He had no ſooner ſpoke, but he made a ſign 
to the Captain of his guards to come forward, and laid 
his commands upon him to ſeize the Vizier Giafar. 
After this he retired to the apartment of the Princeſs 
Zobeide, his wife, who turned pale with fear when ſhe 
ſaw him enter with a.countenance ſo full of rage. | 
My Lord, what has befallen you ? ſaid ſhe—who ha 
given you occaſion to be thus angry? He informed her 
ef what had paſſed, and he complained of his Vizier in 
ſuch terms as gave Zobeide to underſtand how much he 
was offended againſt his Minifter. This diſcreet Princeſs 
repreſenzed to bim, that he ought for a time to keep his 
reſentment in ſuſpenſe, and to ſend ſome one to Baſra to 
inquire into the truth of the matter; that, if it proved 
falie, the Vizier ſhould be puniſhed ; but, on the con- 
trary, if it appeared to be true {which ſhe could not 
imagine), it would be unjuſt to treat him as a criminal, 
This diſcourſe abated the anger of the Califfe. Madam, 
ſays he to Zobeide, I approve of your counſel, and I own 
that it is a juſtice due o ſo conſiderable a Miniſter 
as Giafar. I will do more; the perſon whom I may 
intruſt with this buſineſs, perhaps from an averſion to 
my Vizier, may not be faithful in his report to me; 
therefore I will undertake a journey to Baſra, and inform 
myſelf of the truth: I will make an acquaintance my- 
ſelf with this young man, whoſe [generoſity is ſo much 
boaſted of in my preſence. If what has been ſaid to me 
2 true, I will heap benefits upon Gfar, inſtead of 
being angry with him for his frankneſs; but then I ſwear, 
if what he has advanced be not true, his Ife ſhall pay 
the forfeit, | | | 
Araſchid, having taken this reſolution, thought of 
nothing now but to put it in execution. He went out 
38 from his palace by nigbt; he mounts his 
rſe, and begins his journey, without permitting any 
d of 
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do you come ? ſays the taylor to him. You muſt be an 
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of his courtiers to accompany him, notwithſtanding all 
the entreaties of Zobeide to engage him not to go alone 
As ſoon as he came to Baſra, he alighted at the firſt ink 
he met with in his entrance into the city, where he. was 
received by a venerable ancient hoſt. Father, ſays 
Haroun to him, 1s it true that there is a young man 1n 
this city, called Aboulcaſem, who ſurpaſſes even Kings 
in magnificence and in generoſity? Yes, Sir, replies th 
hoſt; had I an hundred mouths, and in every mouth a 
tongue, I ſhould not be able to ſpeak the generous 
things. he does. The Cal'fﬀfe, fatigued with his journey, 
and wanting reſt, called for ſomething to eat, and be- 
took himſelf to his bed. | OS 
The next morning he aroſe very early, and went cut 
to walk about the city till the riſing of the ſun. And 
now, coming up to a taylor's ſhop, he inquired for the 
awelling of Aboulcafem. From what part of the world 
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utter ſtranger in Baſra, fince you are unacquainted with 
the dwelling of Aboulcaſem ; his houſe is better known 
than the palace of the King. | 

Here the nurſe of Farruknaz was interrupted by the 
coming in of a ſlave, whoſe buſineſs it was to acquaint 
the Princeſs when the hour was come for her to be pre- 
ſent at the noon-day prayers. Immediately upon the 
entrance of this ſlave, Farruknaz came out of the bath, 
and put on her garments ; the nurſe likewiſe broke off 
her ſtory ; and the day following, when her Lady began: 
to bathe, ſhe purſued her tale as follows: 
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** Cakffe made anſwer to the taylor, I am an 


utter ſtranger; I know no perſon within this 
city; and you will oblige me if you will appoint ſome- 
body to conduct me to the houſe of this great man.— 
Immediately upon this, the taylor ordered one of his 
apprentices to go along with him to the manſion of 
Aboulcaſem. 
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| Aboulcaſem. - The dwelling was very ſpacio „ built all 
"of bewn flone, with a portal of green marble. . The 


Prinet entered the court, where there was a great num- 
"ber of domeſtics, as well ſlaves as freemen, who diverted 


. 
. 


themſelves at their ſports while they . waited , IT. .the- 


orders of their maſter. e came up to one of them, 
and ſaid to him, brother, I requeſt the fayour of you io 
7 tell the Lord Aboulcaſem, that a ſtranger deſires 
to peak wh him. _s i" 
© 'The ſervant ſoon perceived, by the appearance, of 
Haroun, that he was no mean perſon. He ran to ac- 
quaint his maſter of it, who immediately came down 
into the court to receive the ſtranger, whom he took by 
the hand, and led him into a very ſpacious hall. There 
the Cahfte faid to this young man, that he had heard 
him ſo advantageouſly ſpoken cf, that he was no longer 
able to refrain om the deſire he had to ſee him. Aboul- 
caſem replied to his compliment in a very modeſt man- 
ner; and having ſeated him upon a ſofa, he demanded of 
bim from-what country, and of what profeſſion he was, 
and where he lodged at Baſra, The Emperor made an- 
ſwer, lam a merchant of Bagdad, and I have taken 
lodgings in the firſt inn which I found upon my entrance 
— into this city. i 
After a converſation of a few minutes, there came 
into the hall twelve white pages, who carried vaſes of 
agate and rock chryſtal, enriched with rubies, and filled 
with the moſt exquiſite liquors. Theſe were followed 
by twelve ſhe ſlaves, very beautiful; ſome of which bore 
China baſons heaped with fruits and flowers, and others 
boxes of gold filled with conſerves of a moſt excelling 
flavour. 8 
The pages taſted the liquors firſt, in order to preſent 
them to the Califfe. This Prince taſted of them; and, 
although he had been accuſtomed to the moſt delicious 
liquors of the Eaſt, he confeſſed that he had never drank 
the like. In the mean time, the hour of dinner being 
now come, Aboulcaſem congucted his gueſt into another 
hall, where there was a table furniſhed out with the moſt 
delicate rarities, ſerved in plates of maſſy gold, 
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When dinner was over, the young man took the Califfe 
by the hand, and led him into a third hall, . furniſhed 


more richly than the other two: immediately there was 
brought in a vaſt number of veſſels of gold enriched 


with precious ſtones, and filled with wines of every ſort, 


together with chargers of China full of dry ſweetmeats. 
While the hoſt and his gueſt cheered their ſpirits wich 
the moſt exquiſite wines, fingers and minſtrels came in, 
and began a concert of muſic, with which Haroun was 
raviſhed. I have, ſays he to himſelf, very extraordinary 
voices in my own palace; but I muft confeſs that they 
do by no means deſerve to be compared to theſe. I can- . 
not comprehend how a private perſon ſhould be able to 
farniſh out an expence anſwerable to this magnificent 
way of living. 1 

While this Prince attended more particularly to one 
voice, the ſweetneſs of which tranſported him, Aboulca- 
ſem went out of the hall and returned in a moment, hold- 
ing in one hand a wand, and bearing in the other a little- 
tree, the ſtem of which was filver, with branches and 
leaves of emerald; and the fruit, that hung thick upon 
the tree, was made of rubies. On the top of the tree 
ſtood a peacock, finely wrought in gold; the body of 
which was filled with amber and aloes, and other rich 
perfumes, He placed this tree at the feet of the empe- 
ror; when, touching the head of the peacock with his 
wand, the bird ſpread his wings and his train, and 
whirled round with an incredible {wiſtneſs; as faſt as it 
turned, the perfumes iſſued out from all parts of its body, 
and ſcattered their odours through the whole hall. 

The attention of the Califfe was wholly employed 
upon the tree and the peacock ; and while his eyes were 
fixed with admiration-upon this oBject, Aboulcaſem bore 
them ſudqenly away from his fight. Araſchid was a lit- 
tle provoked at it, and ſaid within himſelf, What can 
be the meaning of this? This young man, methinks, 
does not underſtand civilities ſo well as I imagined ; he 
ſnatches from my preſence the tree and the peacock, 
while he ſees me intent upon them. Is he afraid that 1 
ſhould requeſt them of him for a preſent?” I fear that 
Giafar was miſtaken in him when he gave him the cha- 
racter of a gallant and generous man. 


B 3 While 
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While he was taken up with theſe thoughts; Aboul- 
calem returned into the hall, accompanied by a little 
page, as beautiful as the ſun. This lovely child was 
arrayed in a robe of cloth of gold, embroidered' with 
pearls and diamonds. He held in his hand a cup made 
out of a ſingle ruby, and filled with wine of a purple 
colour. He drew near to the Califfe, and, proſtrating 


himſelf upon the earth before him, he preſented the cup 
to him: the Prince reached out his hand to receive it; 


and taking it, he bore it to his lips: when he had drank 
of it, as he returned 1t to the page, he perceived, to his 
great aſtoniſhment, that it was {till full to the brim. 
He takes it inftantly back again, and carrying it to his 
mouth, he drinks it up; then giving it again into the 

hands of the page, on the inſtant he ſees it full again. 
At this amazing incident Haroun was extremely ſur- 
ſed, and had quite forgot the tree and the peacock. 
He aſked by what means this wonder was wrought ; Sir, 
replied Aboulcaſem, this cup is the workmanſhip of an 
ancient ſage, who knew all the ſecrets of nature. Hav- 
ing ſpoke theſe words, he took the page by the hand, 
and went again out of the hall abruptly. The Califfe 
was again diſpleaſed. Certainly, thinks he, this young 
fellow is not well in his wits ; he brings me out all theſe 
curiofities without my requiring it of him ; he preſents 
them to my eyes; and as ſoon as he perceives that 1 
take pleaſure in looking upon them, diſpatches them 
from my ſight, Nothing can be ſo ridiculous and ſo 
 unpolite. Well, Giafar, I ſhall teach you to make a 
truer eſtimate of men. ; | 
He knew not what to think of the character of his 
hoſt, or rather he began to think meanly of him, when 
he ſaw him enter a third time, followed by a damſel co- 
vered with pearls and precious ſtones, and yet more 
ſhining in her beauty than in her dreſs. Upon the fight 
of ſo divme an object, the Califfe was ſtruck with aſto- 
niſhment. She made him a profound reverence, and 
charmed him ſtill more as ſhe drew nearer lo him. He 
made her fit down : in the mean time Aboulcaſem calls 
for a lute ready tuned. A lute is brought to him, made 
of the wood of aloes, of ivory, of ſental wood, and of 
ebony. He delivered this inſtrument to the fair ſlave; 
who 
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who played upon it in ſuch perfection, that Haroun, who 
was e judge, eried oe! in the exceſs of his ad- 
miration, O young man, how worthy of envy is your 
condition] the greateſt Kings of the earth, even the 
commander of the faithful, is not ſo happy as you! _* 
As ſoon as Aboulcaſem ſaw that his gueſt was raviſned 
with the damſel, he took her likewiſe by the hand, and 
led her out of the hall. e 


* 
N 


THIRD DAY. 


4 was again a freſh occaſion of diſpleaſure to the 
Califfe; ſcarce could he contain himſelf from 
breaking out; but he reſtrained his temper; and his hoft" 
returning on the inſtant, they continued to pats the time 
agreeably till the ſetting of the ſun; then Haroun ſaid 
to the young man, O generous Aboulcaſem ! I am con- 
founded at the entertainment you have given me; per- 
mit me now to retire, and to leave you to your repoſe: . 
The young man of Baſra, who was unwilling 3 
any reſtraint upon him, bowed with- an air of condeſ- 
cenſion, aud without oppoling in the leaft his deſign, 
waited upon him to the door, aſking his pardon that he 
had not received him with a magnificence®proportioned-. 
to his merit. | | 
I muſt own, ſays the Califfe, as he was returning to his 
ian, that Abouicaſem is far above all Kings in magnifi- 
cence; but for generoſity, the Vizier has no reaſon to 
bring him into a compariſon with me; for, after all, has 
he made me the leaſt preſent? and yet I was laviſn in 
my commendations of the tree, of the cup, of the page, 
and of the damſel. My admiration ſhould at leaſt have 
engaged him to make an offer to me of ſome'one of 
theſe. No; this man has no other quality in him but 
oſtentation; he takes a pleafure in diſplaying his riches - 


to dhe eyes of Rangers; and why ? only to gravy = 
bales | prise 
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a miſer, and Lam not tod pardon Giafar for the lie he 
„i east of vious 2 enn Co) e ? 
Full of theſe reflections, to the diſadvantage of his 
firſt Miniſter, he enters his lodgings. But how great was 
his ſurpriſe to find there pieces of rich tapeſtry, magni- 
ſicent tents, pavilions,” a great number of domeſtics, as 
well ſlaves as freemen, fine horſes, mules, camels; and 
beſides all theſe, the tree and the peacock, the page with 
his cup, and the beautiful ſlave with her lute. 

The ſervants threw themſelves proſtrate before him; 
and the damſel preſented to him a roll of paper of ſilk, 
Which he opened, and read the following words: —0 
my dear, my amiable gueſt, whom as yet I Know not: 
I have not; I fear, received you with that regard which 
is due to you. I humbly deſire you, in your own goud- 
neſs, to paſs over and forget any faults that I may have 
been gailty of in entertaining you; and not to puniſh me 
with refuſal of theſe ſmall preſents which I fend you.— 
The tree, the peacock, the page, the cup, and the ſlave, 
were yours of courſe, becauſe you ſeemed. to take a 


it ceaſes to be mine, and becomes their own from that 
moment. | 

When the Califfe had made an end of reading this 
letter, he could not but admire the liberality of Aboul- 
caſem; and being convinced within himſelf that he had 
judged too raſhly of this young man, thouſands and 
millions of bleſſings, ſaid he, fall upon Giafar! It 
is to him alone] owe that I am diſabuſed. Ab, Ha- 
roun, vaunt thyſelf no more the moſt magnificent and 
the moſt generous amongſt men; one of thy own ſub- 
jects outrivals all thy glory. But, adds be, recollecting 
himſelf, how is it poſſible a private perſon ſhould have 
it in his 
hom he came by ſuch immenſe riches. 6 
indeed, that I did not queſtion him upon that bead. 1 


this affair to the bottom. 
ſubjec in the realms. which 1 govern, ſhould live in 


once more, and endeavour, with the utmoſt addreſs, to 
| ; make 


ths 


pride and wanity: This man; rightly confidered; is but 


liking: to them: for when any thing pleaſes my gaeſts, 


power to make ſuch preſents ? I ought to aſk him 
I was to blame, 


am teſolved not to return to Bagdad, till I have ſifted 
It is likewiſe of importance 
to me to know how it comes to paſs, that a man who is a 


greater àffluence than I can maincain. I muſt ſee him 


4H _ 4 bd *Blun Sir - © Rs 
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make him diſcover to me the methods by which he has 
been able to acquire ſo prodigious a fortune 

Impatient to ſatisfy his curiofity, he leaves his new 
domeſtics all at the inn, and returus without delay to the 
young man's houſe; there, finding himſelf wich him 
alone, O too amiable Aboulcaſem, ſays he, the preſents 
which you have made me are ſo very conſiderable, that I 
fear, in accepting of them, I ſhould abuſe your genero- 
ſity. Permit me, therefore, to ſend them back; and let 
me, charmed with the reception which you have given 
me, return to Bagdad, where I may publiſh your magni- 
ficence, and your generous turn of mind. | | 

Sir, anſwers the young man, with a dejected look, 
you have reaſon without doubt to be diſpleaſed with the 
unfortunate Aboulcaſem ; it muſt be that ſome one of his 
actions have diſguſted you, fince you refuſe his preſents. 
You would not deal ſo ſeverely by me, if 1 had been 
happy. enough to content you in every thing. No, re- 
plies the Prince, heaven be witneſs for me, 1 am charmed 
with. your politeneſs; but your preſents are too coſtly ; 
they ſurpaſs even thoſe of Kings. And, if I may ven- 
ture to give you my thoughts, you ought not to be fo 
laviſh - your riches, but to reflect, that they may one 
time fail through your generoſity. 

At theſe words of the Califfe, Aboulcaſem ſmiled, 
ſaying, Jam overjoyed, Sir, to find that you do not re- 
fuſe my preſents with any intention to puniſh me for any 
miſbehaviour of mine towards you; and, to make you 
the more inclinable to receive them, I muſt tell you, 
that I can every day give away the like, and richer far, 
without any inconvenience to myſelf. 'This diſcourſe of 
mine, continues, he, I plainly perceive ſtrikes you with 
wonder; but you will no longer be ſurpriſed, when I 
ſhall have told you the adventures of my life; 1 ſhall not 
be eaſy till I have placed this confidence in you. As he 
was ſpeaking, he conducted Haroun into a hall a thou- 
ſand times richer in orvaments than thoſe in which he had 
been before. It was exquiſitely perfumed; and at the 
upper end of it, there aroſe a ſtately throne of gold, with 
rich tapeſtry before the footſtool. Araſchid could not ſo 
mach as imagine himſelf to be in the houſe of a private 
man; he fancied himſelf in the palace of ſome” 3 

0 mo 
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more powerful than himſelf, The young man obliged my 
him to mount the throne, and ſeating himſelf by his fide, fror 
he begun che hiſtory of bis life in theſe words. you 
7 ᷣͤ ũuduuVuñnñ „„ 
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AM the ſon of a jeweller of Cairo; my father's Hand 
name was. Abdelaziz. The riches he had in his poſ. prov 
eſſion were ſo conſiderable, that he feared he might one Mneig] 
day fall a ſacrifice to the envy or the avarice of the Sul- 
tan of Egypt; for this reaſon he left his native country, 
and ſettled himſelf at Baſra, where he married an only 
daughter of the wealthieſt merchant of this city. 
I am the ſole offspring of this marriage; and by in- 
heriting all the wealth of my father, together with that 
of my mother, after their deaths, I found myſelf in a 
very plentiful fortune. I was then very young, and 


much addicted to extravagance ; and, finding that I had Th 
wherewithal to gratify my humour of liberality, or, to Munder 
ſpeak more properly, the prodigality of my temper ; I Hens 
was ſo profuſe-in my way of living, that in lefs than {Metlict: 
three years I waſted my whole patrimony. Then, when Ndeavo 
it was in a manner too late, I began to be ſenſible of more 
my folly, and to blame the extravagance of my youth, | {Mixed 
Alfter the figure which I had ſupported at Baſra, I lays fl. 
thought myſelf obliged to quit the place, and to retire {Make | 
elſewhere to linger out the reſt of my days in miſery and {ence 
obſcurity. I thought my deplorable condition would be Ne lurp 
more {upportable among. ſtrangers, and far from my ac- Fut yo 
quaintance. I fold my houſe, the only thing I now Far 
could call my own, This done, I joined mylelf to a Petakir 
caravan of merchants, with whom I went as far as 0 the 
Moulie!, from thence to Damas ; and, traverſing the de- [tran 


ſert of Arabia and Mount Pharan, I arrived at laftat hough 
Grand Cairo. 6 4M eauty 
. The beauty of the houſes and the magnificence of the Nerd to 
moſques ſurpriſed me; then, immediately recollecting F'vuld c 
what I was now in the city Where Abdelaziz wis borf, Neis. 

| my 
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my heart began to ſwell wich fighs, and tears droppet] 
from my eyes. O my father, ſaid I within myſelt, if 
you were yet living, and ſaw the deplorable condition of 
your ſon, in that very place where you enjoyed a for- 
tune to be envied, how great muſt be your grief! | 
Full of theſe reflections which melted down my ſoul, 
my footſteps led me to the banks of the Nile. I found 
©} myſelf behind the palace of the Sultan; there I diſco- 
vered a young lady in a window, whoſe beauty ftruck 
me. TI ftood ſtill to gaze upon her; ſhe perceived it, 
and retired. The night drawing on, and being yet un- 
provided of a lodging, I went to ſeek one out in the! 
neighbourhodod. 58 WALES. - 
I enjoyed but little reſt; the beauties of the young 
lady were ever preſent to my imagination; and I per- 
- {ceived that I was deeply enamoured with her. Weuld 
to Heaven, ſaid I, that I had never ſeen her face, or that 
ſhe had never diſcovered me, then I ſhould not have 
been tormented with a hopeleſs paſſion for her, or 1 
ſhould have enjoyed the ſalisfaction of gazing longer 
upon her beauty. | | 
The day following I loſt no time to place myſelf again 
under her window, in hopes to ſee her; but my expecta- 
tons were not anſwered; ſhe never once appeared. This 
in Hafflicted me ſorely, but did no way diſcourage my en- 
n eavours; for the day after I returned again, and was 
of nore ſucceſsful. The lady appeared; and ſeeing that I 
ixed my eyes with earneſtneſs upon her, inſolent man, 
y ſays ſhe, do you not know that your ſex is forbidden to 
re {Wake any ſtay under the windows of this palace? Fly 
ad Pence with ſpeed ; if the officers of the Sultan happen 
be o ſurpriſe you, in the place where you are, they will 
put you to death. wid 
Far from being ſtruck with fear at theſe words, and 
betaking myſelf to flight, I fell proftrate with my face 
o the earth; then, ruifing myſelf, Madam, ſaid I, I am 
a ſtranger; J am ignorant of the cuſtoms of Cairo, and 
hough I were never ſo well acquainted with them, your 
deauty would put it out of my power to have any re- 
pard to them. Ah, raſh man, cried ſhe, tremble left I 
ould call ſome of the ſlaves hither to puniſh thy bold- _ 
eſs, | In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe diſappeared; and 1 


imagined 
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imagined that, enraged at my temerity, ſhe ran to call 
ſome ſervants to chaſtiſe nme 
expected every minute to ſee myſelf beſet with ſol 
diers; but moved more by the lady's anger than her 
threats,” I remained inſenfible to the danger that might 
be ſo near me. . I returned with a ſlow unwilling pace 
to my lodgings.” It is not to be imagined how much I 
ſuffered that night. - A raging fever, into which the vio- 
lence of my love had thrown me, ſet my brain on fire, 
and confounded all my thoughts. J . 
However, the defire of ſeeing the lady again, and 
the hopes of being looked upon with a more favourable 
eye; (though I had no reaſon to expect it) calmed che 
violence of my diſtemper. Hurried on by the ex trava- 
gance of my paſſion, I went again the. day following to 
the banks of the Nile, and poſted myſelf in the place 
where I had been before. | | 

Tbe young lady no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe 
ſhewed herſelf, but with a countenance ſo fern, that ſhe 
made me tremble with her looks. What, thou wretch, | 
ſaid ſhe, after the menaces which I have pronounced, doſt 
thou dare to return to this place ? Fly far away. Once 
more, moved by compaſſion, I warn thee, that thy ruin 
is inevitable, if thou doſt not diſappear upon the in- 
ſtant. What is it, adds ſhe, ſeeing I did not ſtir, de- 
tains thee here ? Tremble, audacious youth, the thunder 
is ready to fall upon thy head ! | 

When ſhe had ſpoke, what would have prevailed with 
a man leſs enamoured than myſelf, iuſtead of going far- 
ther off from the object of my paſſion, I looked upon 
her with actions full of tenderneſs, and replied, Faireſt 
lady, can you think, that a wretch, who is enamoured i 
like me, and who adores you without hopes, can fear i 
die? Alas! I had rather loſe my life, unleſs J am per- 
mitted to live for you. Since then, replies he, you are 
ſo obſtinate, go and paſs the reſt of the day in the city, 
and return hither under my windows this night. This 
ſaid, ſhe vaniſhed in haſte, and left me tranſported with 
wonder,. with love, and with joy. 

If hitherto I proved refractory to the commands of the 
lady, you may be ſure I now ſubmitted to them with 
cheerfulneſs, and left the place. The expectation of the 

EY | pleaſures, 
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| leaſures which 1 promiſed to myſelf, made me forget 
— misfortunes. I thought I had no reaſon to — 
of my deſtiny; | this aſſignation was to me an ample re- 
r compence for my former ill fortune. I went home; 
where my whole employment was to perfume and dreſs 
myſelf out. B 5 n ot 9 
When the night came on, and I thought it time to 
haſten to the bleſt appointment; conducted by my love, 
found my way thither in the dark; I perceived a 
rope hanging down from a window of the lady's apart- 
ment, by the help of which ] obtained entrance. I paſſed 
through two chambers to come at a third, which was 
magnificently furniſhed, and in the middle of it ſtood a 
throne of ſilver. | ET 
I took little notice of the coſtly furniture, and the cu; 
rioſities, which at another time would have employed my 
eyes. The lady alone took up all my attention. Oh, 
Sir, ſo beautiful an object ſure never eyes beheld! whe- 
ther it be, that nature had formed her to ſhew mankind 
che completeſt piece of the creation; or that my ima- 
gination, too much prejudiced in her favour, made me 
incapable of ſeeing any blemiſn in her; I was perfectly 
enchanted with her beauty. * 20 
in- She would have me ſeat myſelf upon the throne; and, 
de- placing herſelf by me, demanded who I was? I gave her 
der Tia full account of myſelf with the utmoſt ſincerity; 
and I could perceive, that ſhe heard me with ſtrict 
1th {Wattention. She ſeemed to be touched with my un- 


ar-Hhappy circumſtances ; and this generous - pity of her's, 
don contributed to make me love her to ſuch a degree, as 
reſt never man loved. Madam, ſaid I to her, how unfor- 


Wt unate ſoever I am, I have no longer reaſon to complain, 
ſince you have vouchſated to be touched with my miſ- 

der- fortunes. | y 

are | | | __ 
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HISTORY OF DARDANE. 


JF NSENSIBLY our hearts were mutually engaged, and 
#4 overflowed in expreſſions of tenderneſs on both 1ades, | 
She confeſſed to me, that if I was ſmitten at the fight of 
her, ſhe likewiſe found a pleaſure in looking upon me.— 
Since you have informed me at large, continued ſhe, of 
your own hiſtory, I am not willing that. you ſhould be 


ignorant of mine. ES og 4 
My name is Dardane; the city of Damas lays claim 
do my birth. My father was one of the Viziers of the 


Prince who at this day reigns there, and his name was 


Behrouz.' He was a man that made the glory of his 
maſter, and the good of the people, the motives of all 
bis actions; ſuch as governed themſelves by other prin- 
ciples, became his enemies, and found means in time to 
do him ill offices with the King. Thus the unhappy 
Behrouz, after a ſervice of many years, was baniſhed 
from the Court. He retired to a' houſe of his own 
which ſtood near the gates of the city, where my educa- 
tion took up his Whole thoughts; but alas! he never 
lived to reap the fruits of his labour; for I was but a 
child when he died. | 

Soon as the breath was out of his body, my mother 
turned all his effects into ready money. This unnatural 
woman ſold even me to a merchant that trafficked 1 
Haves; after which ſhe went to the Indies with a young 
man whom ſhe loved. In the mean time, the merchant 
to whom I was fold, carried me, with ſeveral other 
flaves to Cairo. He clothed us all in coftly habits; 
and when he thought us fit to be preſented before the 
Sultan of Egypt, he breught us into tl:is palace, lead- 
ing us into a great hall, where the Sultan was ſeatel 
upon his throue. 
We all of us paſſed in review before this Prince, who 
Teemed to be particularly taken with my perſon : he de- 
ſcended from his throne, and drew nearer to me, with ex. 


prefiions full of admiration, and grew laviſh in his com 
| mes, dation 
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mendations of my ſeveral beauties; then, turning to the 
merchant, my friend, ſays he, ſo long as you have fur- 
niſhed me with ſlaves, you have never yet brought me 
one ſo beautiful as this: ſet what price upon her you 
will, | can never pay too dear for ſe lovely a perſon, — 
Briefly, the Prince, overjoyed, and full of love, ordered 
the merchant a confiderable ſum of money, and ſent him 
away with his other ſlaves. This done, he calls the 
chief of his eunuchs, Keydkabir ; ſays he to him, conduct 


this ſun into a ſeparate apartment. Keydkabir obeyed, 


and brought me into this apartment, which is the richeſt 
in the whole palace. I was no ſooner placed here, but 
ſeveral ſlaves, young and old, came in to me; ſome pre- 
ſented me with rich dreſſes, and magnificent robes; others 
brought me refreſhments of all ſorts; and the reſt came 
with their lutes to play to me. They all told me, that 
they were ſent to me by the Sultan; that this Prince had 
deſtined them all to my ſervice; and that they would 
ſpare no endeavours to pleaſe me. 


It was not long before I received a viſit from the Sul- 
warmeſt expreſſions; and the rude and artleſs anſwers 


ſtead of diſpleaſing the Prince, ſerved only to increaſe 
his paſſion. In a word, I became his favourite Sulta- 
neſs. All the ſlaves, who thought themſelves equal to 
me in beauty, were ſtung with jealouſy 3 and you would 
hardly imagine the various artifices by which they have 
endeavoured theſe three years to bring about my ruin.— 


But by the precautions I take, their malice has hitherto 


been unſucceſsful. It is not that J am content with my 
condition, for I cannot love the Sultan, and I am not 


ambitious of grandeur : all I do is in mere contradiction 


to the vain endeavours that my rivals put in practice to 
deſtroy me. 
The vexations, continued ſhe, which 1 create to them 
give me much more pleaſure than the love of the Sul- 
tan; and yet, it muſt be allowed, he. is an amiable 
Prince: but, whether it be, that our inchnations are 
not within our power, or that my heart was by deſtiny 
reſerved for you, you are the firſt man I eyer looked upon 
with pleaſure. In anſwer to ſo frank and ſo kind a con- 
feſſion, 


tan. He made me a declaration of his love in the 


which fell from me upon a ſubject I was ignorant of, in- 
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feſſion, I vowed eternal leve to the young lady, and 1 
Preſſed her not to delay my happineſs any longer, The 
_ eagerneſs'of my paſſion, exprefled in the moſt pathetic 
language, began to melt her down into tenderneſs.— 
Bit, oh; my unhappy ſtars! in the very inſtant that the 
beautiful Dardane conſented to yield to my deſires, we 
were ſurpriſed with a loud knocking at the chamber- 
door. It is hard to ſay which of us was moſt affrighted. 
O beavens! faid the lady in a whiſper, I am betrayed! 
We are ruined, it is the Sultan himſelf! 

If the cord T made uſe of to get up to the lady had 
been faſtened to the window of the chamber where we 
were, 1 might eaſily have made my eſcape; but the 

Sultan was now in that room out of which hung the 
cord. All therefore I could do at preſent for my ſafety 
Was, to hide myſelf under the throne, while Dardan 
went to ſet open the door. | 


— — — 


E Sultan, attended by ſeveral black eunuehs, who 


carried flambeaux, entered in a furious manner :— 
Thou wretch of a woman! cries he, what man have you 
ot here? There was a man ſeen to climb in at the win- 
W of this apartment, and the cord ſtill hangs out. At 
theſe words the lady was ſtruck dumb; her fear made it 
impoſſible for her to think of any expedients. Search 
every where, ſays the Sultan to his ſlaves, and let not 
the villain eſcape my vengeance, The eunuchs obeyed, 
and ſoon diſcovered me. They drew me from under the 
throne, and dragged me along the floor to the feet of 
their maſter. O miſerable wretch! audacious man! 
faid he, are there not women ſufficient for you in the 
city of Cairo? and ought you not to have reſpect to my 

palace? | 
\Betwixt fear and confuſion I knew not where I was; 
and I believe, Sir, if the ſame adventure had happened 
to you at Bagdad, and that the great Haroun Araſchid 
ſhould ſurpriſe you-in his ſeraglio, that you would not, 
| in 
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in ſuch a junRure, be very much maſter of your reaſon. 
I was not able to ſpeak ; and kneeling before the Sultan, 
lexpected nothing but immediate death. The Prince now 
had drawn his bre, to take with his on hands the 
forfeit of my life; but in the very inſtant he prepared 
himſelf to ſtrike, there came in an old mulatto lady, that 
ſtayed his arm. What is it, Sir, that you attempt, ſaid 
ce to him? Do not you ſtrike theſe wretches ; ſtain not 
pour hands with ſuch ignoble blood: they are not wors 
ay that even their dead bodies ſhould be buried in the 

earth, ſince they have had the inſolence, one of them to 
be wanting in his reſpects to you, and the other to be- 
tray you. Give orders to have them both thrown into 
the Nile, to become a prey to fiſhes. The Sultan fol- 
lowed this advice of the old lady; and the eucuchs caſt 
us headlong into the Nile, from the window of a tower, 
whoſe walls are waſhed by this river. 
I was ſtunned with the fall ; but ſoon recovering my- 
ſelf a little, | made a ſhift, being a ſkilful ſwimmer, to 
ain the ſhore that lies over againſt the palace. After 
b great an eſcape, I now began to call to mind the 
young lady, whom my fears had made me forget a- 
while, but now, my love returning, made me negligent 
of life. -I leaped into the Nile, and ſwimming with the 
oy ! ſtream I endeavoured all I could, by the light of the ſtars, 
n. oo diſcover, if poſſible, upon the water the corpſe of the 
At unfortunate lady, of whoſe ruin I had been the cauſe ; 
ir but all in vain: and now, finding my ſtrength decay 
ch Wapace, I was obliged to make to land, and fave a life 
ot which I hazarded to no. purpoſe. | 
ed, Perſuaded in my thoughts that the favourite Sultaneſs 
the Nas drowned, I could not help reproaching myſelf with 
of Wer death. I wept bitterly ; alas ! thought I, had it not 
, 1 been for me, were it not for my diſaſtrous love, Dar- 
he ane, the fair Dardane, had remained alive | And where- 
ny ore did 1 come to Cairo? Wherefore, knowing the ill 
ate that attends me in all things, did I folicit this 
charming creature with my love? Pierced to the heart 
with grief, to find -myſelf the cauſe of her misfortune, 
ind hating the very fight of Cairo after this unhappy 
adventure, I entered upon the road to Bagdad, 


After 


22 PERSIAN TALES. 


After journeying ſome days, Lcame one evening 0 
the foot of a mountain, behind which lay. a conſiderablt beg 
town, laid myſelf down upon the bank of a brook t, dreſ 
reſt, reſolving not to paſs. the night in that place. A pro Hnot 
faund. ſleep reſtored me to my ſtrength, and quieted mi cam 
mind: and nqw the light of the riſing ſun began to wha 
ſhoot. through the ſky,. when. my ſlumbers were broken 27 
4 y the groans of. ſome one not far off. As U liſtened at.. 
tentively, it ſeemed” to me to be the complaining offF'"'9 
ſame woman that was rudely treated; I raiſed myſelf up Worde 
immediately, and directing my ſteps. towards the voice for 
which I heard I could perceive a man employed with ere 
pick-axe- to make a pit in the earth. « comp 
I concealed myſelf behind the ſhelter of a buſh to ob- ing 
ſerve him. When he had made a pit, I could perceive let 
he laid ſomething; in it; and, filling up the pit with che the 
earth, he went his way, The ſun, being now quite riſen, ut 5 
and the day in its full luſtre, I went up to that ſpot d what 
ground to ſatisfy my curioſity ; I took out the earth, and I 
diſcovered a large ſack of linen cloth all bloody, in: tten 
which there was a young woman juſt expiring, I could up 
diſtinguiſn by her garments, though very much, ſtainel purſe 
with blood, that ſhe muſt. be a perſon of. quality. 

What cruel hand, cried 1 aloud, ſeized at once wid we 
| horror and compaſſion, what barbarian has. dealt ſo in- ouſe 
humanly by this young lady? The vengeance of heaven * 
purſue the aſlaſlin ! hyar, 
The lady, whom 1 thought paſt all apprehenſion, gold. 

ard my exclamations, and ſaid to me, O Muſſelman er h 
be charitable, and give me ſuccour ; if thou haſt any love es 
for thy ſervant, give me a drop of water to cool mj 
thirſt, and eaſe the bitterneſs of my pain. I ran imme- 
— to the fountain, and filling my turban with water 

re it inſtantly to her. She drank of the water, and 
opening her eyes, fixed them full upon me. 

O young man, ſaid ſhe, who comeſt in due time for 
my relief, help me to ſtop the effuſion of my blood. 
believe my wounds are not mortal; ſave my life and 
thou ſhalt not repent it. 

I took my turban to pieces, and tore off a part of 
my garment; and when I had bound up her wound; 
Finiſh, ſaid ſhe, the charitable work which thou haf 
| begun; 
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begun; bear me into the town, and let my wounds be 
dreſſed. Fair lady, replied I, 1 am a ſtranger; 1 have 
not one acquaintance in the town. If I am aſked how I 
came to be found with a damſel almoſt deprived of life, 
what anſwer can I make? Say, replied ſhe, that I am 
your fifter, and never fear the conſequence. N 


0 took the lady upon my ſhoulders, and carrying her 
of into the city, I went with her to lodge in an inn, where 1 
ur ordered a bed to be prepared for her with 3 T ſent 
"ll for a ſurgeon to probe her wounds; he aſſured me they 


W were not dangerous: ſo it proved, and her recovery was 
ompleted in a month. While ſhe was yet in a mend- 
ting condition, ſhe called for paper and ink. She wrote 
letter, and putting it into my hands, Go, ſaid ſhe, to 
the place where the merchants aſſemble; there enquire 
out Mahyar, give him that letter, then take from him 
what he gives you, and return. 
] carried the letter to Mahyar ; he read it wich great 
attention; then kifling it in a reſpectful manner, he put 
it upon his head. After this he took out two large 
purſes filled with ſequins of gold, which he delivered to 
me. I returned with them directly to the lady, who 
gave me orders to hire a houſe. Accordingly I hired a 
houſe, and we went both of us to lodge in it. As foon 
Ws we were ſettled, ſhe wrote a ſecond letter to Ma- 
hyar, who gave me four purſes filled with pieces of 
gold. By the lady's orders, I bought wearing apparel 
for her and for myſelf together with a number -of 


JAN, 

vel a Ves to ſerve us. 

m} 

me- 

1ter, { 
and 


SEVENTH DAY. 


| PASSED. in the neighbourhood for the lady's: bro- 
L ther, and I lived with her as if I had been ſuch in. 
ect, notwyhſtanding. that ſhe was, very. beautiful. 
ardane ſtill took up all my thoughts; and ſo. far. was J 
rom giying myſelf up to a new paſhan, that would 
hore than once have quitted this lady, but ſhe begged. 
ne not to abandon her. Have patience, young man, 


ſaid. 
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ſaid the | have yet a while occaſion for your ſervice. 
I will ſoon inform you who Iam; and I make no doubt} 


but | ſhall be well able to recompence the good offices ¶ {po 
you have done me. be 3 lik 
I continued with her ſtill, and I did, out of pure hin 

_ generoſity, every thing ſhe required of me. I was very wil 
curious to know Why and how: ſhe came to be aſſaſſi- tert 
nated, but could not prevail upon her to tell me. It of j 
was in vain I often requeſted of her to give me her wel 
hiſtory, in which point alone ſhe always | hes a pro- far 
found ſilence. | h | in £ 
Go, ſays ſhe, one day, giving me a purſe of ſe- fon 
quins, go and find out a merchant called Namahran, Tell | plac 
him that you come to buy ſome rich ſtuffs; he will ſhew lo 
you of ſeveral ſorts : chuſe out of them ſome pieces, and me. 
pay him what he demands: then ſhew him all manner E 
of reſpect and civility, and bring me the ſtuffs. en- tabl 
quired out the abode of Namahran : I was directed to the 
it; and I found him fitting in his ſhop. I ſaw a young IM of tt 
man of exquiſite ſhape and feature, with ſhort criſped MF ed d 
hair, black as jet: he had rich pendants in his ears, and i me 
large diamonds upon every finger. I ſeated myſelf by JM mea 
him, and demanded to ſee ſome ſtuffs : he opened ſeveral MW poli 
Reer before me, out of which T made choice of three. We 
Te put a price upon them; and I counted out the money tain: 

to him. Then I ſtood up, and taking my leave in the ber, 
moſt reſpe&ful manner, I delivered the ſtuffs to be car- there 
ried home by a ſlave, who followed me. apar 
Two days after, the lady gave me another purſe, and Ml long 
bid me go again to Namahran to buy more ſtuffs ; but She 
{till remember, added ſhe, that you muſt not ftand with You 
him about the price: whatever he ſhall aſk of you, you bath 
muſt not fail to give it. As ſoon as the merchant ſav 5t 
me return,. and F had told him my bufineſs, he un- on r 
folded before me his richeſt ſtuffs: I choſe out ſuch as mere 
pleaſed me moſt; and when I was to pay him, I threw I brea: 
don my purſe, defiring Namahran to take what he what 
thought convenient. He was very much pleaſed with MW * dee 
my generous way of proceeding, and ſaid to me, May ur 
I, Sir, defire the honour of your company to dine one Y 
day with me? Very readily, replied 1; and if you en: 
pleaſe, it ſhall be to-morrow. The merchant told me lame; 


that 1 ſhould very much oblige him, Ve 
When 
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When I acquainted the lady that Namahran had in- 
vited me -todine with him, ſhe appeared very much tran- 
ſported with joy. Fail not, ſaid ſhe, to go thither, and 
likewiſe to invite him to your lodgings to-morrow. —Tell 

him that you have a mind to treat him in your turn; I 
will take upon me the care of providing a ſumptuous en- 
tertainment. I could not tell what to think of the exceſs 
of joy which broke from her upon this occaſion ; I ſaw 
well that ſhe had ſome deſign in her heart, though I was 
far from diving into it. I was punQtual on the morrow 
in going to the merchant, who entertained me very hand- 
ſomely. Before we parted, I informed him of the 
place of my abode; and I told him that the day fol- 
lowing I was defirous of his company at dinner with 
me. . 

He was punctual to his hour. We both ſat down to the 
table, and we paſſed the remaining part of the day over 
the moſt exquiſite wines. 'The lady was not willing to be 
of the company ; nay, ſhe ſtudiouſly kept herſelf conceal- 
ed during the whole repaſt. As.ſhe had ſtrongly charged 
me to amuſe the merchant, and not to ſuffer tim, by any 
means, to return home that night, I ſtayed him, in op- 
poſition to all the preſſing inſtances he made to be gone. — 
We continued to drink on, and lengthened out our enter- 
tainment till midnight. After this 1 led him into a cham- 
ber, where there was a bed ready prepared for him : 
there I took my leave of him, and retired to my own 
apartment. I laid myſelf down to ſleep; but I had not 
and long enjoyed my reſt before the lady came to awake me. 
but She held in one hand a torch, and in the other a dagger.— 
vich Y ung man, ſaid ſhe to me, ariſe ; come and ſee thy gueſt 
you bathed in his perfidious blood. 
ſaw Struck Ea: horror at theſe words, I aroſe and put 
un- on my garments in haſte; I followed the lady into the 
has merchant's chamber; and ſeeing the wretch extended 
ren] breathleſs upon the bed—Ah, cruel woman! cried I, 

WO bat have you done? how could you commit ſo black 
a deed ? and why would you make me the ſervant of 
your rage? —Young ſtranger, replied ſhe, let it not grieve 
you that you have helped me to be avenged of Namah- 
ran: he was a traitor. You will not think him to be 
lamented, when you ſhall know his crime ; or rather, 

„ C when 
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when I ſhall inform you, that he is the author of my mis- 
fortunes, Which I am geing to relate to you. 

I am, continues ſhe, daughter to the King of this city. 
—One day, as I went to the public baths, I happened 
to caſt my eye upon Namahfan in his ſhop : I was ſmit- 
ten with him 5 and in ſpite of all that I could do, 1 942 
not able to drive him from my thoughts; I found har! 
loved him, and endeavoured at firſt to combat my 'paſſſon, 
I repreſented to myſelf my own diſgrace, and I flat- 
tered myſelf that I ſhould be able to overcome my love 
by the force of reaſon; but, alas ! 1 found I was deceiv- 
& : my love triumphed over my pride, I beg an to lan- 
125 and to loſe my reſt and peace of mind, My paſ- 
ion now growing daily upon me, I fell into à ficknefs, of | 
which I had infallibly died, if my Goberneſs (who was 
better ſkilled than my phyſicians in the ſymptoms which 
appeared ſtrong upon me) had not diſcovered the true cauſe 
of my indiſpoſition. By her addreſs, ſhe brought me'to 
confeſs that her conjectures were true. I related to her 
the manner of my falling ſo unfortunately in love; and, 
by what I faid, The ſoon perceived that I was diſtractingh 
fond of Namabran. 4 N 
She pitied che condition ſhe ſaw me in, and promiiſed 
me her afſiſtance to relieve my miſery, Accordingly one | 
night ſhe found means to bring the young merchant into 
the ſeraglid, in a woman's dreſs, and conducted him inte 
my apartments —beſſdes the tranſports my heart felt 
upon the fight of him, I had likewiſe che pleaſure to ob- 
ferve that he was no leſs tranſported with his good for- 
tune, After I had kept him ſeveral days concealed in 
my cloſet, my governeſs conducted him out df the ſe⸗ 
raglio with as good ſucceſs as ſhe brought him in 5 and, 


from time to time, he returned to me under the ſane 
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diſguiſe. 
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k TOTHING would ſatisfy me but I muſt once enden | 
N. vour, in my turn, to make Namahran'a vifit. 1 * 
was delighted with the thoughts of ſurpriſing. him not ty 
doubting that he would be very much pleaſed With an ad- 1 
venture that might conviace him, of the exceſs of my fond” | 
neſs for him. I went therefore one night out of my 
palace, through the byaways, which I knew, and'cams . 
to his houſe; it was no difficult matter for me to find it 
out, becauſe I had taken a particular notice of it in go- | 
ing to and returning from the baths. I knocked at the 
door; a ſlave came to open it, and demanded who I was, 
and what my buſineſs. Iam, anſwered I, a young lady of 
this city, and would jain ſpeak with your maſter.— | 
He has company with him, replied. the ſlave; he is at We; - 
prelent engaged with another lady, come again to- mor · 
row. | | | 
Noa ſooner had he ſpoke, but I felt a tempeſt of jea- 
louſy riſe, within my . breaſt, too ſtrong for reaſon to con- 
troul; I became like oue diſtracted ; inſtead of retiring, 
I ruſhed abruptly into the houſe, and running forward 
towards. a hall, where I ſaw lights, and all the appear- 
ances of a banquet, the firſt, object that blaſted my fight 
was the merchant fitting at table with a beautiful you 
damſel: there was wine before them, and they were in- 
tent upon ſinging ſongs full of love and tenderneſs. At 
this unexpected viſion my rage broke looſe; I flew upon 
the damſel with all the violence my ſtrength could ſupply. 
and had, without doubt, torn; her to pieces, had ſhe not 
found means to make her eſcape; nor did I only aim my 
vengeance at my rival, but fell likewiſe upon Namahran 
with all my fury. 

He threw himſelf immediately at my feet, embraced 
my kuees, aſked my pardon, and ſwore that he would 
never betray, me more; he appeaſed my rage, aud I 
ſuffered myſelf to be overcome by his oaths and his ſub- 
miſſion. He * iſe prevailed upon me to fit down and 

I | C 2 . drink 
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drink with him, which I did ſo long, till the wine had 
overpowered me. When he ſaw me in this condition, the 


traitor gave me ſeveral gaſhes With a kijife ; I fainted 
with the loſs of blood; he believed me dead; and ty in 
me up in a great ſack of linen cloth, he bore me himſel 
upon his ſhoulders out of the city to the place where you 
found me. While he was we er he or Fg pit to 
bury. me, I had time to recover my fpiritsa little, and to 
breath out ſome complaints; but far from being moved 
with any tenderneſs, or with ſo much com paſſion as ro Kill 
me before he laid me in the ground, the barbarian todk a 
pleaſure to bury me alive. eee SON SP 
As for Mayhar, that other merchant, to hem you 
carried my letters, he is merchant to the ſeraglie: Tac- 
quainted him that I wanted money, and wrote bim at 
account of my adventure; conjuring him to keep it' 4 fe- 
eret, till I had taſted the pleaſure of a full e e 
This, O young man is the whole of my ſtory: I Was fot 
willing to let you know it ſooner, leſt you ſhould have 
made a ſcruple of bringing my victim hither.“ ]'bdiev 
now you cannot a ee what | have executed 
bravely; and if you | | 
treacherous hearts, you muſt needs applaud me, WHG have 
had the courage to pierce that of Namahran. When the 
morning comes, added ſhe, we will go together t6 the" 4 
lace; the King, my father, is paſſionately fond of me: 
1 will confeſs my fault to him, and 1 hope that he Wil 
give me bis pardoy ; and further, I dare promiſe,” that he 
will heap benefits upon you. | STO TPP Is 
No, Madam, replied I to the Princeſs; 1 aſk no recom-· 
penſe for faving you. Heaven be my witneſs, I repent 


it not; but I own 1 am grieved that I have been fo 


inſtrumental to your revenge, You have abuſed my 
esmplaiſance in making me an accomplice to betray 
Namahran; you ſhould rather have engaged me to 
avenge your wrongs with honour. I would have espof- 


ed my life for you with willingneſs. In a Word, Sir,” 


akheugh I thought Namabran deſerved his Tate, T fo 


much regretted that 1 had been drawn in to betray him 
16 his death, that I abandoned the lady that inflant,” and 
ſet her promiſes at nought. I went ont of the town 


before it was day; and when the moming came on, I 
n A 4 e.. $313. C2 een 
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law at ſome diſtance à caravan of merchants: encamped 
in a field. I made yp to it and finding they were jour- 
ney ing towards Bagdad, where I was impatient to arrive, 
I Weng along With hem. 8 
came happily to the end of my journey, but reduced 
to yery. ſcanty circumſtances. Of all the money I brought 
away, I had now but one ſequin. of gold remaining: this 
changed into afpres ; and I bought fruits anch ſweets 

meats, and balm of roſes. Wich theſe I went every day 
to a ſhop, where poriong of quality reſorted to drinx 
cooling. liquors: there J preſented my baſket of line 
merchandizes round to everyone; each of them took what 
he liked, and every one gave me ſome ſmall piece of ſilver; 
ſo that this little trade ſupplied me with a convenient ſub- 
ſiſtence. | | 592. 
One day as I preſented my flowers up and down in this 
cool- liquor ſhop, there was in one corner of the room an 
old man, who had eſcaped my notice; he, ſeeing that 1 
did not addreſs myſelf to him, called to me, Friend, 
ſays he, how comes it that you do not offer to me ſome 
of your wares as well as to others? Do you not then 
take me for a perſon of faſnion? or do you imagine that 
] have. no money in my purſe?— Sir, replied I, I beg 
of you not to be offended with me; Ido aſſure yon 
that I ſaw you not: what J have is at your. ſervice, and 
Lak nothing. Upon which I preſented my baſket to him 
le tock out an apple, and bid me fit down by him; 
I ſeated myſelf, and he put a thouſand queſtions to me; 
he aſked me who. I was, and what was my name. Ex- 
cule me, Sar, ſaid, I, with. a ſigh, if I am unwilling to 
gratify your, curioſity ;, I cannot oblige you therein, 
with renewing griefs, which time begins to wear out 
of my mind. Theſe words, or rather the tone of voice 
with which I uttered them, put a ſtop to the old man's 
importunity i he changed the diſcourſe; and, after a long 
converſation together, When he roſe to go away, he took 
out of his purſe ten ſequins of gold, which he put into my 
400. „ D355; en ' I 361. 591397829 fun 

1 was ſurpriſed at this liberality. of bis; the pexſons of 
the firſt, rank, whom - 1: uſed; to treat with my baſket, - 
never gave me near.the value of one ſequin; ſo that I knew 
not what to think of this man. The next day I came 


again 


\ 


os 
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I wentup to him, and he took a little balm ; after which, 


earneſtneſs to give him ſome | ateount of myſelf, that it 
was not poſſible for me 10 deny him. 

I related to him every circumſtance of my life; and 
after I had put this confidence in him, he ſpoke to nie 


have no children, neither hopes of any. I be ve con- 
ceived a kindneſs and a friendſhip for you, and I adopt 
you for my ſon, therefore my child, he comforted;: and 
forget your paſt misfortunes. Vou ſhall find in me a fa- 
ther, richer than Abdelaziz, and who will love you with 


this venerable old man for the honour which he did me, 
and I followed bim when he went out. He bid me throw 
away my baſket and flowers, and took me along with him 
to a ſpacious houfe, in Which” he lived; he afigned me 
an apartment there, with ſlaves to attend me; he order- 
ed variety of rich habits to be brought me. IL imagiged 
my father Abdelaziz to be ſtill living, and I forgot chat! 
Had ever been in miſery. pp une Aang 
When this merchant bad diſpatched all his buſineſs; and 
ſold off thè cargo of goods which he brought to Bagdad,we 
ſet out together for Baſra. My friends, who little thought 
ever o fee me again, were ſarpriſed to find me adopted 
; "by à man who'was accounted the moſt ſubſtantial merchant 
in the whole city. I made it my gu t peu, rhe good 
hs vid nian, and he was charmed with the complaiſance of 
** - temper. He would often ſay: to me, Aboulcaſem, [ 
* think my felf very happy to have met with you at Bag- 
Ad; to me you appear worthy. of all I have done for 
Jou. 8 
203 L was fo'ſerifibly touched with his goodneſs towards me, 
"that, far from abuſing it, I prevented his deſires in every 


f lay ing out my time amongſt men of my on age, | 
a to his company and hardly ever quitied 
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NINTH 


again to the ſhop, and there I found my old man again, 
' — This da he was one*ofthe*firi that I took notice of: 


making me fit down by him, he urged me with ſo much | 


thus: — I knew your'father. I am a merchant of Baſra; 


as great a tenderneſs. ' I returned my acknowledgments 


_ thing Which T thought would pleaſe him —inſtead of 
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NINTH DAY. 


10 reſtore him; and now deſpairing of life, he 


31 


N. the meantime, the good old man fell deſperately 


ill,ionfomuch, that it was not in the power of art 


ordered 


every one but me to retire. Then turning towards me, 
It is now time, {aid he, my ſon to reveal an important 


ſecret to you. If I had nothing more to leave 
this houſe, with the riches you ſee in it, I ſhould 


you but 
think I 


left you but a moderate fortune; but all the wealth which 
I have. amaſſed through the whole courſe of my life, 
though very conſiderable for a merchant, is nothing in 


compariſon of a treaſure which lies hid here, and 


which |] 


ſhall diſcover to you. I will not pretend to tell you how 
many years ago, by whom, nor by. what means it came 


hither, being myſelf ignorant of all this; all 1 


know of 


the matter is, that my, grandfather made a diſcovery of it 
to my father a little before his death, who, in the ſame 
manner, entruſted me with the ſecret when he found him- 


ſelf dying. 


But, continued he, I have one counſel to give you, 


and have a care how you diſregard it. You are natu- 


rally generous. When you. ſhall find yourſelf in a con- 


dition to gratify your inclinations, you will laviſh away 
your riches; you will entertain all ſtrangers magnifi- 


cently, Who ſnall come to you ; you will load them with 


preſents; and you will do good to all who ſhall 


implore 


your aſſiſtance. This very conduct, which I ſhould 


greatly approve. of, if you could continue to p 


raiſe it 


without danger, will one day be the cauſe of your ruin.— 
I foreſee you will live in ſo ſplendid a manner, that you 
will ſtir up the envy of the King, of Baſra, or draw up- 
on you the avarice of his miniſters ;, they will ſuſpect | 


you have a treaſure concealed, they wall ſpare 
to diſcover it, and they will take it from you. 

vent this mis fortune, you need only follow my e 
I have always, as my grandfather and my fa 


before me, exerciſed my profeſſion as a merch 


\ 


no pains ' 
To pre- 
xample : 
ther did 
ant, and 


enjoyed 
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enjoyed this treaſure without oſtentation :, we never made 
any expence that might draw the eyes of the world upon 
us, 28 if 0  GOCOTY  SNMUL 
I promiſed the merchant that I would imitate his mo- 
deration: he acquainted me with the place, where this 
treaſure lay hid, aſſuring me how great ſoever a notion 
I might form of the riches laid up. there, that I ſhauld 
find them ſurpaſs my imagination, When this, generous 
old man died, and when, as his ſole heir, I had perform- 
ed the duty cf his obſequies, I took poſſeſſion of all that 
was his, of which this houſe. is a part, and I went to 
viſit the treaſure, I muſt confeſs to you, Sir, that 1 
was amazed when I ſaw it; if it be not inexhauftibley it 
j at leaſt ſo very abundant, that it would be impoſſible 
for me to waſte it, though Heaven beſtowed upon me a 
longer term of life than ever was granted to any man. 
There is not an inhabitant in Baſra Who has not taſted of 
my bounty; my houſe is open to all that ſtand in need 
of me, and I ſend no man away diſſatisfied... Can he be 
ſaid to poſſeſs a treaſure who dares not uſe it? and can 4 
make a better uſe of it than by employing it to relieve the 
neceſſuons, to entertain ſtrangers, and to enjoy the plea- 
es of late 20D & bs 5. uh 
Immediately. every one imagined that J was goingeo 


ruin, myſelf a fecond time. Had Aboulcaſem, ſaid the 


people, all the treaſures of the commander of the faichful, 
they would not ſuffice him. But, in a little time more, 
they were very much aſtoniſhed, when, inſtead; of ſeęing 
my affairs in any diſorder, they perceived me flouriſh 


every day more and more; they could not conceive how 
I ſhould, as it were, increaſe my riches by ſquandering 


them. 


N otwitbſtanding all this, 1 lived at ſuch an extragr⸗ 


o 


dinary rate, that at laſt I drew envy upon myſelf, as the 


old man had foretold me: it was reported up and down 
the city that 1 had found a treaſure ; this alone was 
ful 


cient. to draw numbers of covetous perſons to my 
houſe, The Lieutenant of Baſra came to make me a viſit. 
T.am, fays he, the Lieutenant of the city, and I come to 
demand of you. where the treaſure lies that ſupports you 
in,.ſo, great magnificence? ] was confounded at theſe 


He 


892 
23} i 107 : ; - , 


words, and knew not what to reply. 


415 


<< ⁰— O oc wi 45 H 4 +» ns + wo, ws | 


> wy ©.. 2 


gg wu my 


mh. 


0 - 0 kk 


— 


5 & © „ — 1 % . . WW FT 


Kn 


PERSIAN TALES. : 33 


fle judged very rightly, from the diſorder in my looks, 
that the rumour ſpread of me in the city was not without 
ſome ground; but inſtead of preſſing me to diſcover my 
treaſure, Signior Aboulcaſem, ſaid he, I exerciſe my of- 
fice like a man of underſtanding; make me a preſent fit for 
me to receive, and I ſhall give you no further trouble.— 
What will ſatisfy you, ſaid T?—]T ſhall content myſelf, _ 
replied he, with ten ſequins of gold paid me daily.—l 
anſwered that it is too little; I will give you an hundred. 
You need only call here every day, or at the end of eve- 
ry month, and my treaſurer ſhall count them out to 
you. | . 
The Lieutenant was overjoyed at what I ſaid. T wWiſn 
with all my heart, Sir, replied he, that you had found a 
thouſand rreaſures ! Enjoy your wealth in quiet; I pro- 
miſe you never to give you any trouble in the poſſeſſion | 
of it. I advanced a conſiderable ſum to him, and he went 
Not long after this, the. Vizier Aboulfatah Waſchy 


ſent for me; and taking me into his cloſet, he ſaid, O 


young man! T am informed that you have found a trea- - 
ſure 3 you know that the fifth part belongs to God, and 
you muſt give it to the King. Pay down therefore the 
fifth part, and you ſhall remain a quiet poſſeſſor of the 
other four I anſwered, Sir, I will confeſs that I have 
fourid a treaſure, and at the ſame. time. I ſwear to you by 
the great God, ' who*created both you and me, that I ne? 
ver will diſcover it, though I were to be torn piecemeal; 
but Twill '6blrge myſelf to give you every day a thouſand 
ſequins of gold, provided you, upon that condition, Will 
give me no trouble. Aboulfatah complied as Teadily as 
the Lieutenant; he ſent a truſty ſervant, ,to whom "my 
treaſurer paid thirty” thouſand ſequins for the irt 
month. 5 12 | . 

This Vizier fearing, doubtleſs, leſt the King of Baſra 
might come to the knowledge of what had paſſed, choſe - 
rather to ſpeak of it himſelf. The King heard- him 
attentively; and thinking it an affair wort ih uirifig. 
into, he ſent for me. He received me with à p e | 
countentnce, and ſaid, O young man, why will you riot” 
let me ſee your treaſure ? Do you think me ſo unjuſt as 
to take it from you ?—Sir, replied I, may your Majeſty”: 
live while the ſun and moon endureth; but as for my trea-+- 
C3 ſure, » 
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ute, Rough my gen deere do be torn with red-hot in- 
ers, F will not diſcover it. I give my conſent to pay 
yr maſt every day two thouſand” ſequins of gold: 


if” you refuſe to accept of them, and you” think it 
more for your intereſt to put me to death, you have but 
to give you, orders. I am prepared to ſuffer all the 
pray: rene rather than ſatisfy your curioſi- 
When J had ſpoke, the King caſt his eye upon the Vi- 
Zier, and aſked his advice. Sir, ſays the miniſter, the 
ſarn be offers is ſo very conſiderable, chat it is a treaſure 
of itſelf. Give the young man leave to go, and let him 


Ive in his uſual magnificence, provided he is punctual 
in performing the word which he has given to yoar Ma- 


jeſty. The King followed his counſel, and let me depart 
from his preſence with ſeveral careſſes. From that day 


forward, by virtue of the ſeveral agreements I had made 
with the Lieutenant, the Vizier, and the King, I con- 


tinued to pay every year more than one million and ſixty 


thouſand ſequins of gold. And now, Sir, I have told | 


you all you- were defirous'to know ; you ought no longer | 
to be ſurpriſed at the preſents I have made you, nor at any Þ 


thing which you have ſeen in my houſe. 


When Aboulcaſem had made an end of relating his ad- 
ventures, the Califfe, inflamed with a ſtrong deſire to ſee 
the treaſure, ſaid to him, is it poſſible there ſhould be a 
treaſure rich enough to ſupport your generous way of is? 


To me it ſeems incredible: and if it be not tob great à re- 
queſt to make, I ſhould deſite Sir, a fight of that which 
is in your poſſeſſion; giv ing ou my word and oaths of the 
Place in me. | : 

Ihe fon of Abdelaziz ſeemed troubled at what the Ca- 
life laid, and replied, This curiofity, Sir, of yours afs 
Mas me; I cannot comply with it, but upon conditions 
that will appear harſh. Give yourſelf nv trouble on 
that ſcore, ſaid the Prince; let the conditions be what 
they will, I willingly ſubmit myſelf to them. You maſt 
then, anſwers Aboulcaſem, be content to have your eyes 
Blinded, and let me conduct you unarmed, and with your 
head bare, while I held a ſcymeter in my hand, pre- 
pared to give you a thouſand mortal wounds when | a; 
BP TERA ä n S n er 


greateſt ſolemnity, that I will not abuſe the confidence you 
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adds he, that I may be agcuſed of imprudence and that I 


ought not comply with your deſire; but I place a confi- - 


dence in your oaths; and moreover, I cannot find in my 
heart to ſend away a gueſt diſſatisfied. 


Let me-entreat you then, replied the Califfe, to gratify - 
my curioſity this inſtant. It is impoſlible, replied the 


young man, I ſhould at this inftant comply, . Stay with 


me this night; and when all my domeſtics are faſt aſleep, 


I will, come into your apartment in order to conduct you. 


Having ſaid this, he called for his ſervants, and by the 


light of a great number of tapers, which were borne by 


ſlayes in golden candleſticks, he led the Prince into a mag- 


nificent chamber, and retired himſelf to his own. 5 


The ſlaves undreſſed the Emperor, and put him to bed; 
then retired, after: they had placed their tapers at the 
head and at the feet of the bed, which, being made of 
perfumed wax, gave an agreeable ſmell as they burn- 


ed. 


TENTH DAY. 


* 2 = 2 > 
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T JAROUN ARASCHID never cloſed his eyes; he 


1 expected Aboulcaſem with impatiance, who came 
to him about midnight, and ſaid, Sir all my domeſtics 
are faſt aſleep ; there is a profound fileace over all the 


houſe. Now, I can wait upon you to my treaſure, upon 
the conditions which I have mentioned, Let us go then, 


anſwered the Califfe, riſing ; I am ready to follow you: 
and [ ſwear by the Creator of the heavens and cf the earth, 


that you ſhall never have cauſe to repent the ſatisfying of . 


my curioſity. | 55 
The ſon of Abdelaziz helped the Prince to put on his 


clothes; then ty ing a bandage over his eyes, it is with 


the utmoſt bet. Sir, ſaid he to him, that I am forced 
to deal thus 
you worthy o 


down 
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offer to violate the laws of noſpitality. I know very well, 


L you : your air and your manners ſpeaks : 
: confidence. I approve of your precau- 
tions, ſays the Emperor, interrupting him; and I am far 
from taking any thing amiſs. Aboulcaſem led him 
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comms pair of back ſtairs in a garden of a vaſt! extent | 
and f i 


d after paſſing. through ſeveral intricate walks, they 


cc 
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entrance; to which was covered by one entire ſtone.— At 


firſt, they went down a long dark paſſage, at the end of 


which was a great hall that ſhone with the luſtre of car- 
buncles,. When they came into the middle of this hall, 
the young man took the bandage. from the eyes of the 
Califle, Who was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at what he 
ſay, A baſon of white 'marble, which was fifty feet 
in circumference, and thirty feet deep, ſtood in the 
middle; it was full of great pieces of gold, round and 


about it roſe twelve pillars of the fame metal, upon 


which ſtood twelve ſtatues of precious ſtones, exquiſitely 
Wr Brad Kod dr — * 5 S HOKE) 
Aboulcaſem led the Prince up to the baſon, and ſaid to 
him, This baſon is thirty feet deep: behold this quantity 
of gol it has not yet ſunk above two inches. Do you 
imagine that I can waſte all this in a ſnort time! Haroun, 
when he had conſidered the baſon attentively for a while, 
made anſwer, Theſe riches are indeed immenſe, but you 
may conſume them. Well, replies the young man, when 
I have emptied this baſon, I will have recourſe to what I 
am going to ſhew you. This ſaid, he led him onward in- 
to angther hall more aſtoniſhing than the firſt, where there 
were ſeveral ſofas of red brocade, thick ſet with an infi- 
nite number of pearls and diamonds. In the middle there 


was Hkewiſe à baſon of marble; it was not indeed ſo wide 


nor ſo deep 85 that in which the pieces of gold were; buy 
vas full of rubies, of topazes, of emeralds, and all 


both went down into the place Where the treaſure lay con- 
5 ed Le == N T3 | EC 190 


t was a profound and ſpacious vault; under ground, the 


he: 
of 
* 
thel 
toW 
con 
hay 
all 
ſee 
eye 
and 

that 


PERSIAN TALES, 37 
heads inciftiedto each other; and at their feet was a table 
of ebony, upon which theſe words might be read ;— 
* During the coarſe of a long life, I have amaſſed toge- 
ther all the riches that are laid up here. I have taken 
towns and ſtrong caſtles, which I have pillaged. I have 
conquered: realms; and beaten down all my enemies. [ 
have been the moſt puiſſant monarch of the earth; but 
all my proweſs at laſt yielded to death. Whoever ſhall 
ſee me in the condition | now am in, let him open his 
eyes; let him reflect, that 1 once was living like himſelf, 
and that he will one day die like me. Let him not fear 
that this treaſure will fail; it is inexhauſtible ; let him 
make uſe of it to acquire friends, and to lead an agree- 
able life; for when the hour appointed for him is come, 
all theſe riches will not fave him from the common de 
of man.“ | 
Haroun ſaid to the young man, after he had read theſe 
lines, Ido not. blame your conduct; you are in the right 
to live as you do; and I think the advice of the old mer- 
chant is not to be regarded. But, added be, I would 
gladly know the name of this Prince. What King was 
it who poſſeſſed ſuch immenſe riches ? I am forry that this 
inſcription does not inform me. N n 
The young man brought the Califfe into another Hall, 
in which there were a great many things of extraordinary 
value; and, amongſt others, ſeveral trees like that which 
he had ſent him for a preſent. The Prince would have 
been well pleaſed to employ the reſt of the night in exa- 
| mining the various wonders ſhut up in theſe apartments 
J under ground; but the fon of Abdelaziz, fearing to be 
, diſcovered by ſome of his ſervants, obliged Haroun to re- 
turn from hence before day, after the ſame manner in 
which he had brought him; that is, with his head unco- 
vered, and a bandage over his eyes, while be beld a ſcy- 
meter in his hand, ready to ſtrike off his head, if he made 
but the leaſt offer to put aſide his bandage. 
They croſſed over the garden and mounted by the back 
ſtairs into the chamber where the Emperor had lain: 
they found the tapers ſtill burning, and they converſed to- 
gether till the ſun was riſen. When I confider what I 
have ſeep, ſays the Prince to the young man, and = the 
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ſame time think of the ſlave which-you have given me,! 
make no queſtion but you have in your houſe the moſt beau- 
tiful women of the Eaft.* Sir, replies Aboulcaſem, I have 
ſla ves of a more than ordinary beauty, but there is not one 
of them I can love. Dardane, my dear Dardane; takes up 
all my thoughts. It is to no purpoſe that I reaſon with | 
myſelf, ſaying ſhe is dead, and that I ought to think of 
her no more: it is my misfortune that her lovely image 
is always preſent to my mind. My repret for the loſs of 
her wears out my heart; for her ſake | am unhappy in 
the midſt of my proſperitv, and am diſſatisfied amidſt all 
this profuſion of wealth. Believe me, Sir, I had rather a 
thoufand times enjoy my Dardane, with a moderate fortune, 
than live without her in the poſſeſſion of theſe immenſe trea- 
ſures. ' & 

The Emperor admired the conſtancy of the ſon of Ab- 
delaziz ; but he exherted him to uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to overcome fo fruitleſs a paſſiun. Aſter this he returned 
him his thanks afreſh for the reception be bad given bim: 
then going back to his inn, be began his journey home to 
Bagdad, with all the domeſtic the page, the beautiful 
ſlave, and the other preſems which he had received from 
Aboulcaſem. | #41 


ELEVENTH” DAY. 


TWO days after the departure of this Prince, the Vi- 

a vier Aboulfatah, hearing of the magnificent preſents 
which Aboulcaſem 8 made to ſtrangers that came to 
viſir, bim, and at the fame time being ſurpriſed at his 
punQual pay ment of the ſums which he had promiſed 
to him, to the Lientenant, and to the King, he reſolved 
to {pare no pains, if poſſible, zo find out this inexhauſ- 
tible treaſure, This Miniſter was one of thoſe wicked 
zen that ſtick at no crime, how great ſoever, to bring 

5 their deſigns. He had a daughter, eighteen years 
of age, extremely beautiful, whoſe name was Balkis — 
She Fad a well acccmpliſhed mind, and a heart diſpoſed 
to every kind of virtue. Prince Aly, nephew to the King 
of Baſra, loved her to diſtraQtion; and having aiready 
| demanded 
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demanded her of her facher, he-was to wenn mi in aber 
we! 71007 4021-91 15G) 150% Dj. 9vsE 
Aboulſatah ſent fas her into * eloſet, — aid to her, 
Daughter, I ſtand in need of your afliſtance ;--I muſt-have 
you yourſelf out in your fineſt apparel, and go this 
t to *Aboulcaſem; You muſt make it your buſineſs 
to ele bim: uſe every artifice to caprivate- this young 
man, and oblige him to diſcover to you the treaſure which 
he has found.” Balkis was in great conſternation at this 
diſcourſe,” and her very looks ſhewed how much her ſoul 
abhorred the treachery which her father's commands re- 
quired” of her. Sir, ſays the, what is it you have pro- 
poſed to your daughter 7 Do you conſider to what dan- 
gers you expoſe her? Think what a diſgrace it will be to 
her ; what a ſtain it will be to your honour ; and how irre- 
parable an injury to Prince Aly, if you ſhould rob him of 
of my virgin innocence, which his love prizes ſo dearly.— 


I have already reflected upon all this, replies the Vier; 


but no force of reaſon is ſufficient to alter my nefodutionss 
2nd I lay my commands upon you to obey, At theſe words 
the young Balkis burſt into a flood of tears; in the name 
of heaven, my father, cried the, compel me not to ditho- 
nour you; ſtifle in your breaſt this paſſion of avarice, that 
urges you on to take away from this man the wealth which 
you have no right to: let him enjoy his riches in quiet, and 
ſeek not to defraud him of them. Silence, thou inſolvent 
girl, ſays the Vizier, in anger; it does not, become you to 
judge of my actions; make no farther reply. I will have 
you go to. Aboulcaſem: and 1 ſwear, if you return wi: h- 
out ſeeing his treaſure to plunge my dagger i in your heart. 
Balkis, finding herſelf compelled to undertake a deſign 
ſo hazardous, retired into her apartment full of uneaſineſs 
at the thoughts of it. She puts on a rich attire, and adorns 
herſelf with jewels, but yet without being overſtudious to 


ſet out her charms to the greateſt advantage, which in- 


deed would have been. needleſs ; her beauty alone, with- 
out ornaments, was capable of inſpiring any heart with 
love. Neyer was a lady lefs deſirous, or rather more 
fearful, of pleaſing than Balkis,, She as much dreaded ap- 
pearing over beautiful to the ſon of Abdelaziz, as ſhe was 
»pprehenſive of haying too few charms about ber, when ſhe 
(Rear deere Prince Aly. 

Now, 
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ſenſible ro fo much beauty. Fair Lady, ſays he, I 
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"Now; wht was dark. and Aboulfarah thought it time 
for his daughter 0 g ro-Aboulcafem; he led her out very 
ptivitely/*an4eondiifted herto the very door of this young 
man, Where he left her, after having again repeated to her 
that he wotid Kill her, if he did not acquit herſelf well of 
the bufineſs he ſent her upon. She Knocks at the door, and 
defires ſhe may ſpeak to the for of Abdelaziz A ſlave im- 
mediately led her imo a hall, where his maſter was laid 
upon a great ſofa, running over his paſt misfortunes jn his 
thoughts; and regretting the loſs of his dear Dardane,_, _ 

As ſoon as Balkis appeared, Aboulcaſem , foſe up ro re- 

de her; be made her a profound reverence, and held out 


his hand to her very reſpectfully; then, obliging her 10 fit 


down upon the ſofa, he demanded what might be the Occg: 
ſion 6f the honour the was pleaſed eto do him in a vißt.— 
She replied, that a fancy had taken her, bearing he was a 
very gallant young man, to come and make merry, Wich 


him! Upon this ſhe took off her veil, and ſurpriſed bim, 
with all the Tuftre of her charms.” Norwithſtanding his in- 


difference for the ſex, it was not- in his power to prove jp- 
my ſtars for this fortunate adventure; the firit of men would 
„ e ee 


' After a ſhort converſation, the hour of ſupper came on. 


They went both into another ball, and ſeared themſelves 
at u table furniſhed with mea's of all kind, There was 
a great number of artendants preſent; ,Abouleaſem made 
them*all retire, that po one of them might diſcover who 
the lady WA. He helped her to every thing bhimſelf, and 
filled out wine to her in à golden eup, ſet with rubies and 
emerald:, 'The- more he looked upon Balkis, the more 
beautiful he thought her, be talked very gallantly to her, 
and the lady, whoſe wit was equal to ber beauty, replied 
with ſo much life and ſpirit, that he was charmed with 
her converſation. Lowards the end of the repaſt, he threw 
himſelf at her feet ; then, preſſing her hand eagerly, Ma- 
dam, ſays he to her. if your eyes ar; firſt have woundbd 
me, your diſcourſe has finifhed the conqueſt of my heart 
The paſſion you here kindled in my breaſt, will burn 
there for ever; from this time forward I am become your 
fave, and ſhall)conſecrate my future days to your ſervice. 

Heck. ; As 


thank 
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As he made, an end of, theſe wordt, he kiſſed ihe hand 

of Balkis with ſo violent a tranſport, that the lady, fearing 
herfelf in ſome da nger, changed; countenance, and, of a N 
ſadgen,, turned pale as death? not able io ſupport; herſelf 
any, longer, her face was overeaſl with ſadneſe, and the 
tears flowed from her eyes, What bas happened to vou, 
Madam, ſays the young man, very much ſurpriſed? Whence 
comes this ſudden grief? What can theſe tears mean, that 
melt my very heart 2. Ts it | who am the occaſion of them? 
am I wretched, enough to have ſaid, or to have done any; 
thing, that might diſpleaſe you? Speak, | beſeech you, 


—— Law — — —— 


I and keep me no longer in 1gnorance of what has produced 
ub ſadden change in ou. 
| Sir, anſwered Balkis, I have already diſſembled too far. 
'. BY Modeſty, fear, grief, and perfidy combat my. reſolves at- 
U once ; I am not able to bear up againſt them, and I muſt 
y break ſilence. T am a young lady of quality; my father, 
4 who knows you have a hidden treaſute, would make uſe of 
No me to diſcover the place where it lies concealed, 1, He or- 


© dered me to come to you, and ſpare.no pains to,engage.you;. 
Mo ſhew me jr. I would fain have excuſed. myſelf, but he 
W ſaid, and confirmed it with an oath, that be; would take 
| away my life, if I returned without ſeeing. it. Conſider, 
Sir, what @ ſevere injunction this mult be to me | Had |. 
not a Prince for my lover whom I am paſſionately. ſond of, 
and ro whom | expect to be joined in marriage, the aQign, 
my father has put me upon would appear deteſtable to me. 
E Therefore, Sir, if J have been prevailed. upon to come to 
ov, believe me, that it is with a rejuQtance, which no- 
thing but the fear of dying could ſurmount, bol! 
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HEN the daughter of Aboulfarah made an end 

of ſpeaking, Aboulcaſem replied, Madam, Tam” 
glad you have diſcovered your rhoughts to me. Vou 
mall never have cauſe to repent this franknefs of a ine! 
You (ball hot die. You ſhall lee my treaſure; and you 1 
ſhall 
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Mall be treated with all the reſpect. you can deſire, How Þ 
great ſoever your beauty is, and what impreſſion ſoever it | 
may have made upon me, yon have nothing to fear. I re- 
nounce all the hopes I had. conceived, ſince they give unea- | 
ſjneſs to you; and you. may without a bluſh, reviſit rhe 
happy lover, for whom you preſerve yourſelf with ſo much 
care. Give over weeping, therefore, and afflict yourſelf no | 
longer. Ah, Sir, replies Balkis to this diſcourſe, it is not 
without reaſon that you paſs for the moſt generous of men, 
Jam charmed with your noble way of "proceeding ; and 
] ſhall never be at reſt till I have found ſome occafion of 
ſhewing the gratitude of my heart. | 


ducted the lady into the ſame chamber where the Califle 
lay before. He continued there with ber alone till the! 


Balkis, Madam, fays be, excuſe me that I rake this free- 
dom with you; but l cannot ſhew my treafure upon any 
other condition. Do as you pleaſe, Sir, anſwered, ſhe; 
AI bave ſo great a cqnfidence in your generoſity, that! 
will follow you where you will. I have no other fear, 
but that of never being able to acknowledge your good - 
neſs. Aboulcaſem took her by the hand, and leading 
her down into the garden by the tack ſtairs, he brought 
her into the va ult under ground, where he uncovered het 


If tbe Califfe was ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many pieces ol 
gold, and fo. many precious ſtones, much more wf 

- Baikis:3 every thing ihe caft her eyes upon. raiſed: bet 
Wonder id .exceſs, Nevertheleſs, what moſt drew her at. 
tention, and what ſeemed to- employ her curioſity the 

. moſt, were the firſt owners of this treaſure. She read the 

- inſcription at their feet. About the neck of the Queen 
there was a necklace of pearls about the ſize of pigeons eggs; 

- Balkis could not forbear expreſſing her aſtoniſhment at it 
Aboulcaſem immediately took it off from the neck of the 
Princeſs, and tied it upon that of the young lady, ade. 
ing, that her. father would judge by that ſhe had ſeen the 

. treaſure ; and 10 convince him yet farther of it, he de- 

. fired her to take ſome of the beſt jewels home with * 
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This converſation ended, the ſon of Abdelaziz con- Y 


- houſe, was ſilent; then tying. a bandage over the eyes of 
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She accordingly accepted of a great number, which he 
choſe our Jor_ her ert. 220505034 29 
la the meantime, the young man, fearing leſt the day- 
light ſhould ſurpriſe them, while ſhe was amuling herſelf 
ie beholdling the variety of wonders the faw under ground, 
he put the bandage upon her eyes again, and conducted 
her back into a hall, where they converſed together till 
the ſun was riſen. Then the lady, after having again re- 
newtd her aſſurances-to the ſon of Abdelaziz that ſhe 
"ſhould. never forget his generofiry and his reſerve, took 
Jeave of him, She went directly home, and gave an ac- 
count to her father of all that had paſſed. | 

_ The, Vizier, whoſe avarice kept him waking, expected 
the return of bis daughter with impatience. He feared 
jeſt her charms ſhould prove too weak ro ſeduce Aboul- 
caſem, and paſſed the night in great diſquiet ; bur when 
he ſaw her return with the necklace, and when ſhe had 
ſhewed him the jewels which the young man gave her, 
his heart Jeaped with joy. Well, my daughter, ſays he, 
and have you ſeen the rreafure ? Yes, Sir, replies Balkis ; 
and to give you A juſt notion of it, 1 auuſt tell you, that 
ik all che Kings of the earth ſhould bring their riches toge- 
ther, they would by no means be equal to thoſe of Aboul- 
caſem. But how great foever the wealth of this young man 
may be, 1 am charmed the molt wich his policenefs and ge- 
nerofiry, At the ſame time the related to him ber whole 
adventure. He was not at all taken with the moderation 
and virtue of the ſon of Abdslaziz; he would rather have 
choſen io have his daughter "dffhonoured, than 'thar ſhe 
ſhould return ignorant of the place where the treaſure lay 
concealed. * | r er 
While theſe things paſſed, Haroun Araſchid con- 
tinued his journey to ards Bagdad,” As ſoon as this 
Prince entered his palace, he ſet his firſt Vizier at liberty, 
and placed a greater confidence in him than ever. Aſter 
he bad given him the partieulars of his journey, Giafar, 
ſaid he, what can 1 do? thou knoweſt that an Emperor 
ſhould never ſuffer himfelf to be ſurpaſſed in courteſy: if 
only content myſelf” wich ſending back to the generous 
Aboulcaſem the molt rare and valuable things out of my 
treaſury, they will appear but of ſmall value to him, and 
far ſhort of the preſents which he has made me. What 
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ſhall L doxthetiadiorercoeihinitin ' generoffty ? r, Favs 
che Vizier do him; if you maſter? will be 4d viſe br the, 
you ſhalh write this very day ro, the Kin hy of ee, and 
give him orders to place the governMvient bf the ſtars in the 
hands of young Aboulcaſem; we Will diſpatch the "courier 
immediately, and in a few days I will go. nyfelf” ro carry 
your credentials to the new Kingy- © 
„The Califfe highly approved this condſel, Yau have 
reaſop, ſays he to his Miniſter; this will be a means to ac- 
quit my ſelf to Aboulcaſem, and 10 do juſtice” upon the 
King of Baſra, and upon his Vizier who have concealed 
from me the-great ſums they have drawn from this young 
man. It will be but juſt to puniſh them for the violence 
doge to him; and they are not worthy of the e n 
which they hold. Accordingly he wrote immediately to 
the King 25. Baſra, and ſent away his courier, In SR 
next place he went to the apartment of Zobeide, to ac- 
quaint her with the. ſucceſs of his journey, and to make 
ber preſent of the little page, with the tree and the pea- 
cock. He gave her likewiſe the damſel, and Zobeide 
thought her very charming, that ſhe ſaid to the Empe- 
ror, with-a mile, that ſhe received this beautiful fave with 
fan greater pleaſure than all his other preſents, The 
Prince kept only the cup for himſelf ; the reſt of the 
things he gave to the Vizier Giafar; and this Miniſter, as 
he had determined, ordered all things to be ready for his 
ne in a * days, 
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8 3 as the courier of the Califfe arrived at Baſra, 

he went immediately and delivered his diſpatches 0 
the King, who was very much afflicted upon the reading 
of them. This Prince ſhewed them to his Vizier; 
Aboulfatah, ſiys he; ſee here what fata] orders L receive 
from the Comttitndet of the Faithful } May | diſpenſe 
with my obedience to them? You may, Sir, replies the 
Miniſter. Bear up againſt your afſlidtion; Aboulcaſem 


muſt be ruined. Without _ away his life, I _ 
Make 
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© make every eue believe, him dead. It fluH»be my care 
| to keep him ſo. well copcealed, that he ſhallinever be diſ- 
covered, By this means you will continue ſtil to reign; 
and you will get all ihe riches of this young man” into your 
poſſeſſion 3: for When we have his -perſdn in our power, 
we will infli e ſo many ſufferings \ upon him, as ſhall oblige” 
him to lay open his tteaſure to us. Do as you think fir, 
replied the King; but what anſwer ſhall we return the 
Califfe ? In that affair, replies the Vizier, repoſe yourſelf 
on me ; the Conniander of the Faithful ſhall be kept in 
E iznorance as well as the reſt of the world. Leave it only 
to me to put in execution the deſign which I am r 
Land give yourſelf no further trouble. 
Aboulfatah, accompanied with ſome courtiers, who” 
| knew nothing of his deſign, went to make a viſit to Aboul-" 
caſem, He received them like miniſters of the firſt rank, 
and treated them with magnificence. He made the Viz 
zier fit in the place of honour, and paid him all imagin- 
lable civilities, without having the leaft ſuſpicion” of his 
Wtreachery. While they were all at table; in the beighe 
ef thei” mieth, over exquiſite wine, the traitor, Abouf- 
Ialab, wrched his opportunity to convey into the cup of 
che ſun of Abdelazi a powder, which had the power in 
be Ian inſtant g lock up. alli the ſenſes, and to bring ſo great a 
Ilethargy upon the whole: body, as n it Toure like a 
un corpſe Jong ſince deprived of life. nn bed of 
ie young man had no ſhower raſted — hes cop ur- 
Ihe fainted away. His ſervants came up to ſuſtain him; 
but ſeeing in a few minutes all the ſigns of death upon 
him, they laid him upon a ſofa, and filled the houſe with 
amentation:-. All the , gueſts, ſtruck with a ſudden ter- 
For, became like ſtatues at the fight. As for Aboulfatah, 
Wt 13. not to be imagined to what a height he carxied 
Wd fimulacion 3 he was not only content 10 egunterſtit fn 
Pmmoderate ier. but likewiſe tore his garments; Add, 
Excited the Whole company to afflict themſetves by his“ 
| Fouts Aſter this he gave orders to have à coſſin made 
pf ivory and ebony ; and while it was getting ready, he 
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In the; mean time the news of this young man's--dedtl 


ſpread(irfe}f) through the city: all perſons of boch ſexs, 
put on deep mourning, and came before the gates of he 


houſe, with their heads uncovered, and their feet bare. 


The old men and the young, che wives and the virgim, 
all wept alike; there was nothing but cries and lamenta- 
tions: heard in the ſtreets: it ſeemed as if vue: had loſt in 
him an only ſon, another a brother, others a huſband; the 
rich and the poor were equally concerned in his death; 
the rich had loſt a friend that entertained them agreeably, 


the;pooria.benefaQtor whole charity. never ww 5 ſo that 
Ins death cauſed an univerſal.grief, not beret ried 


The wrerched » Avoulcaſem-+was: put into diese, 40 


* people, by order from Aboulfatab, carried him With 
out the city into a large field of. buriak, where there were 
ſereral toſubs and monuments. particularly one very mag- 
nificent, in which the father of this Vizier lay, with other 
perſons of his family; The coffia Was placed in this mo- 


nument, and the perfidious Aboulfatah, bowing his head 
down to his knees, ſmote upou his breaſt, and thewed/;alb 
the actions of a man diſtracted with grief and deſpair.— Al 
thoſe. WhO ſaw him had fa for bios, aud prbyed | 


heaven to be his comfort. 


When night came on, the people returned into ib 
eity ; but the Vizier, with two of his ſlaves remained in 


the monument, and double locked the door. hey made 
a hre, and heated ſome water over: it in a: filver baſon; 


then taking Aboulcaſem out of the coſfin, they chaſed him 


with warm water. By degrees the young man recoyered 
his ſpirits ; he caſt his eyes Upon Aboulſatah, and. recol- 
leQing him, Ah, Sir, laid he, where are we 7, Into what 
condition do I fee myſelf. reduced! Wretch chat thou 

artil replied the Miniſter, know that I have done this: 


it is by my cont rĩvance that you are brought hither, o 


have you in my power, to inflict a thouſand evils. upon 
you, if you do not diſcover your treaſure to me. I Wil 
not ceaſe to torment, vo: I will invent every day new 
puniſhments, till. L render life inſupporiable to you, en. 
cept you deliver up to me the hidden riches, that enable 
you to live in greater ſplendor than kings. I am in yout 


wer to do with me as you pleaſe, anſwers Aboulcaſem; 


Scarce 


but I will not diſcover my treaſure, 
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Scarce had he ended theſe words, when the treacherous 
and eruel Aboulfatah commanded his ſlaves to hold faſt 
S the unfortunate ſon of Abdelaziz, while be drew from 
Nunder bis robe a ſcourge, mode of the thongs of a lion's 
WE bide, wich which he laſhed him fo long, and wih ſa 
much violence, that the young man fainted away. When 
the \ izier ſaw him in this condition, he ordered his fla ses 
io put him again into the coffin; then leaving him in 
Iche monument, Which he took care to make faſt, he went 
5 bome. = De N : 


yy h kd - of 
af On the morrow he vent to give an account to the King 

of what he had done. Yeſterday, Sir, ſaid be, I put the 
1d courage of Aboulcaſem to the proof: as yet ãt remains firm 
th and unſhaken ; but 1 believe it will not be able to hold 


tout long againſt the torments I prepare for him. The 
2+ Prince, who was no leſs cruel than his Miniſter, ſaid to 
er bim, Vizier, 1 am ſatisfied with you: 1 hope wetſhall 
0% ſoon be able to learn the place where the treaſure lies. 
ad In the mean time, the courier muſt be ſent back without 
all Wfufther delay. In what manner ſhall we write to the Ca- 
Affe: Write him word, replies Aboulfatah, that Aboul- 
yed eaſem, when he was appriſed of the honour and dignity 
1) {conferred upon him, was ſo tranſported with joy, and 
the made ſuch an extravagant entertainment, that be died 
ia ſuddenly with exceſs of the wine. The King approved 
ade he thought, and accordingly they wrote ſo, on the inſtant, 
on; % Haroun Araſchid, and ſent back the courier. The Vi- 
him zier, who flattered himſelf that Aboulcaſem would now 
ered diſcover the treaſure to him, went out of the city with a 
col {Wreſolution ro torment him afreſh, When he arrived at 
hat the monument, he was ſurpriſed to find the door of it open: 
he entered with a troubled heart, and ſeeing the ſon of 
Abdelaziz was not in the coffin, ſcarce could the contain 
Bimſelf within his ſenſes. He returned in haſte to the 


upon palace, and told the King what had happened. The 
will King was ſtruck with a deadly fear, and ſaid, O Waſchy, 
new hat will become of us? Now this young man has made 
„eu his eſcape,” we are utterly ruined. He will go directly to 


Bagdad, and make his complaint to the Califfe. 


FOURTEENTH 


ter, Would to herven that | had taken away his life yeſ. 


_ zier, and put himfelf at the bead of the other: with these 
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FOURTEENTH DAY. 


A BOULFATAH was in the greareſt diſquiet imagine. 
FA ble, to fee the victim of his avarice and his eruelty 
now no longer in his power, and ſaid to the King his ma{- I 


terday, then ſhould we have been at eaſc | But nevertheleſ, 
we muſt not 'ye: give ourſelves up to deſpair, If be ha 
betaken himſelf to flight, as it is reaſonable to believe, he 
cannot be far from hence. Let us lofe no time to call ou 
the guards, and make a ſearch through the city, and in 
all the adjacent parts, and I hope we ſhall find him vw, 

The King, without heſita ion, gave in to a propoſal tha 
concerned him ſo nearly: he aſſembled all his ſoldier, 
and divided them into two bodies ; he gave one to the Vi. 


troops they ſearched the town and country round. 
While they were buſied in queſt of Aboulcaſem, in all f 


the villages, in the woods, and in the mountains, the V. 2 
zier Giafar, who was now upon the road, met the courier ] 1a 
returning, who ſaid to him, Sir, it is to no purpoſe you wo 
ſhould goto Baſra, if Aboulcaſem is the only buſineſs of . 


your journey, for that young man is dead : his funerals 


were folemnized two days ago; theſe eyes were the A 
mournful witneſſes of it, Giafar, who had promiſed him- "I 
ſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing the new King, and the iaiisfac- I Foe 
tion of preſenting him with his credentials, was extremely Wl q 
afflicted at his dearh ; his eyes overflowed with tears, and Vi. 
thinking it needlefs to continue his journey, he ſet his face Bi | 
towards Bagdad. 4 

Upon his arrival, be went with the conrier directly e 
the palace. The ſorrow that was expreſſed in thei! 0 
countenances, ſoon gave the Emperor to underſtand, that of 
they had ſome difaſtrous news to tell him, Ah, Giafar, I com 
cries the Prinee, your return is very ſpeedy! What deus Abe 


do you bring? Commander of the Faithful, ſays the I geli 
Vizter, you little expect the ſad tidings 1 have to relate 


10 V 


E marched at the head of them. 
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to you; Aboulcaſem is no more; the young man is dead 
ce your departure from"Balra. 


When Haroun Araſchid heard theſe words, he caft 
himſelf down from hisTthfone, and rentained for ſome 


time extended upon the earth, without any figns of life,— 


His courtiers ran t his relief; and when they had ręco- 
vered him from his fw oon, he caſt his eyes about, fox the 
courier, that, returned from Baſra, and fiading him, he 
demanded, bis diſpatches. The courier preſented them to 
him; the Prince read them wüh great attention ; then 
he ſhut, himſelf up in his, cloſer. with Giafar, where be 
ſhewed him bis letter from che King of Baſra ; and after 


having peruſed it ſeyeral times, ſaid, This does not ſeem 
very probable; I ſuſpect the King, of Baſra and his 
Vizier. Iuſtead of executing my ordeis, I ſear they have 
put Aboulcaſem to death. Sir, ſays Giafar, in his turn, 
T have the ſame ſuſpicion; and I. ſhould think it adviſ- 


able to put the King and his Vizier under arreſt. I. have 


alkeady determined it ſhall be ſo, replies Haroun. Take 
en thouſand of my horſe-guards, and march directly to 


Baſra ; ſeize the two criminals, and bring them to me: 


| I will avenge the death of the moſt, generous of en. 
"WE Giafar obeyed ; he choſe out ten thouſand horſe, | and 


, 
4 


Let us now return to the ſon of Abdelaziz, and ſay by 


hat means it came to paſs, that the Vizier Aboulfatah 
und him not in the ſepulchre where he had left him 


he young man, after he had remained a long time in- 


Table, began to come to himſelf, when n w he, felt a 


ſtrong hold laid upon him to draw, him out of the coffin, 


and lay him upon the ground: he imagined it to be he 
Vizier and his flayes returned to torment, him; Villains, 


ſays he, give me my death, if your hearts are capable of 
compaſſion; ſpare- your vain tortures, ſince I declare 
again to y0ug- all you dan iuflict upon me will never wreſt 
the ſecret from ine. Fear not, young mau, anſwers one 
of the perſons who had taken him out of the coffin; we 
come not to torment, but to deliver feu. At theſe words 
Aboulcaſem opened his eyes, and caſting them upon his 
deliverers, amongſt them he diſcovered the young lady to 
whom he had ſhewn his treaſure, Ah, Madam, ſaid he, 
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is it to you that I owe my life? Ves, Sir, replies Balkis, 
it is to me, and to Prince Aly, my lover, who ſtands here, 
Acquainted by me with your generous temper, he was 
deſirous to ſhare the pleaſure with me of delivering you 
from death. Ttue it is, ſays Prince Aly; and I would a | 
thouſand times expoſe my life, ſooner than ſuffer ſo brave 
4 man to periſh. is Nen f 
ITpbe fon of Abdelaziz, now entirely reſtored to his 
ſtrength, by virtue of ſome cordials which they gave him, 
"demanded" of them how they came to know that he was 
ſtill alive. Sir, faid Balkis to him; I am the daughter of 
the Vizier Aboulfarah ; I was not deceived with the Þþ 
falſe rumour of your death: I ſuſpeR my father of all 
that he has done; and J gained one of his ſlaves, who le 
me into the whole ſecret. This ſlave is one of the two that 
were here with my father; and as he had the key of the 
monument given into his keeping, he entruſted it to me.— 
I immediately advertiſed Prince Aly of it, who, withouÞ 
any Joſs of time, found means to join me, with ſome of hi; 
moſt truſty ſervants. We made what haſte we could u 
your reſcue, and, thanks be to Heaven, we are not con: 
too late. | ; 

Great God, - ſaid Aboulcaſen), is it poſſible that ſo baſe 
ſo cruel'a tather ſhould have a daughter of ſo noble: 
mind! Come, Sir, ſays Prince Aly, we have no time u 
loſe 3 there is no doubt but the Vizier to-morrow, wha 
he finds you not in the monument, will cauſe you to be 
ſearched after with the utmoſt diligence; therefore I ſhall 
conduct you to my houſe, where you will be ſafe; I ſhall 
never be ſuſpecte 1 to have given you refuge. Aboulc- 
fem was adviſed to diſguiſe himſelf in the habit of a ſlave; 
aſter which they all went out of the monument, leaving 
the door open, and took their way into the city. Balki 
went home, and returned the key of the monument to the 
bhive; and Prince Aly conducted the ſon of Abdelaziz 
alls houſe, where he kept him ſo well conccaled, that Þ 
enemies never had the leaſt notice of him, 
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| FIFTEENTH DAY. 


BOULCASEM remained with Prince Aly, who 

uſed him with all imaginable friendſhip and hoſpi- 
tality, till ſuch tiime as the King and the Vizier, deſpair- 
ing ever to find him, gave over all farther ſearch : then 


of Prince Aly furniſhed him with gold and jewels, and 
he mounting him upon an excellent horſe, ſaid to him, You 
aul may make your eſcape, the way is open to you; your 
Jet enemies know not what is become of you, ſo that you 
* may go wherever you pleaſe. The fon of Abdelaziz 
the thanked this gallant Prince for his kindneſſes, and aſſured 


bim that he would hold them in remembrance for ever.— 


ou Prince Aly embraced him, ſaw him depart, and prayed 


ü Heaven to be his guide, Aboulcaſem took the road to 
o Bagdad, and arrived happily there in a few days. The 
me! firſt thing he did aſter he came into the city, was to go 

to the place where the merchants aſſembled. His only 
aſe hopes were to find out there the perſon whom he had 


le entertained at Baſra, and to relate to him the hardhſhips he 
en! had undergone, It was a great trouble to him not to be 
„ben! able to find him out. He ran the town over, and ex- 
obe! amined the faces of all he met, in hopes to recollect him. 


nal! Tired at laſt with wand ering to and fro, he ſtaid to reſt 
hal! himſelf before the palace of the Califfe. The little page 
log. which he had . to this Prince happened then to be at 
wei! the window, and the child, caſting his eyes by chance 
wing upon him, knew him, Upon this he ran immediately to 
alk the Emperor's apartment; Sir, ſaid he, I have juſt now 
ohe! ſeen my old maſter of Baſra. 
1 0 Haroun gave no credit to him; Thou art miſtaken, re- 
it þ plies he; Aboulcaſem is not alive. Miſſed by a reſem- 
blance of him, thou haſt taken {ome other perſon for 
him, No, no, Commander of the Faithful, rejoins the 
page, I am very certain it is he; I know him well. — 
Although the Califfe did not believe this account, yet he 
was Curious to examine farther into it. He ſent imme- 
NTh diately one of his officers with the page, to ſee if the 
D2 man 
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man was truly the ſon of Abdelaziz. They found him | 


ſtill in the ſame place; becauſe, thinking, on his part, 


that he ſhould know the little page, he waited for his | f 


coming again to the window. 

When the page was now convinced that he could not 
be miſtaken, he threw himſelf at the feet of Aboulcaſem, 
ho raiſed him from the ground, and aſked him if be 
had the honour to belong to the Califfe ? Yes, Sir, replies 


the child; it is the Commander of the Faitbful himſelſ 


that you entertained at Baſra; and it is to him that you 
gave me. Go along with me, for the Emperor will be 


. * glad to ſee you. Upon this the young man of Baſra was 


exceedingly ſurpriſed. At laſt he conſented so follow the 
Page and the officer into the palace, where he was immedi- 


_ ately brought into the preſence of Haroun. This Prince 
Was ſeated upon a ſofa, ' At the ſight of Aboulcaſem he 


was moved afrer a very extraordinary manner: he roſe 


From his feat with eagerneſs i in his looks, and preventing 


the young man, caught him in his arms, and held him fal 
in his embraces, without being able to ſpeak a word for 
ſome time, To greatly was he tranſported with joy. 

When he was a little recovere i from the emotions of 
His heart, at ſuch an unexpected fight, he ſaid to the fon 
of Ablelaziz, O young man, lift up thy eyes, and behold 
thy happy gueſt?! Ic is me thou didſt entertain ſo hand- 


ſomely ; it is me to whom thou gaveſt preſents, which 
Kiags cannot equal. At theſe words Abonlcaſem, who 


was in no lefs a ſurpriſe than the Califie, and who, as 
yet, out of reſpect, did not dare to lift up his eyes, look 


ing upon him, and recollecting him, O my ſovereign 
Lord and Maſter, eried he, O Mobarch of the world ! is 


it you that came under the roof of your "live? In ſpeaking 


of which, he caſt hinifef with his face to the earth ar che 


feet of the Emperor, who raiſed him, and made him fit by 
him upon the ſofa, 

Is it poſſible, ſaid the Prince, chat you are ſtill alive? 
How comes it to paſs? Then Aboutcaſem related to him 
the cruclty of . Abonlfatah, ard by what means he had 
eſcaped the fury of that Vizier. H iroun gave an atten- 
tive ear to his ſtory, and when he had made an end, fail 
to him, have been the caule of your latter OT 
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When I returned to Bagdad, I was impatient. to acquit 
myſelf in ſome meaſure, of my obligations to you. To 
this end I ſent a courier to the King of Bafra, and1 wrote 
to him that my intention was he ſhould reſign his crown 


to you. He, inſtead of executing my orders, reſolved, 


with himſelf to take away your life; for be aſſured it 
wat the deſign of Aboulfatah not to let you live. The 
hopes he had to oblige. you, by the force of tortures, to 
make you diſcover to him your treaſure, were the only 


| reaſons for his deſerting your death. But you ſhall be re- 


venged; Giafar is ſet out with a great number of troops 
to Baſra. He has my orders to ſeize upon both your per- 
lecutors, and to bring them Ex. in the mean time, 
you ſhall remain in my palace, and be ſerved there by my 
officers like myſelf. 

Having ſpoke theſe words, he took the young man by 
the hand, and led him down into a garden abounding in 


the moſt beautiſul flowers. Here were ſeveral bafons of 


marble, of porphery, end of jaſper, the repoti.ortes of 
numbers of the moſt beautiful kind of fiſh, In the middie 


obthe garden were to be ſeen twelve pillars of black 


marble, of an extraordinary height, which ſupported a 


dome, whoſe inſide was vaulted with ſantal and wood of 
aloes : the interſtices of the columns were filled up with 
double Ja'tices of gold, which formed amaviary all around, 
inhabited by the cHioicett ſinging birds of every kind who, 
by their warblipgs, filed he air Wich an exquiſue variety 
of harmony. 


Under this dome were the baths of Haroun Araſehid, 


Here the Prince and his gueſt bathed themſelves; after 
| which ſeveral office=2 covered them with linens of the 
| fineſt ſpinning, which had never been uſed before. Orders 
were given to clothe Abouloaſem in a rich drefs ; and the. 
Califfe then conducted him into a hall, where he made 
| him eat with him, There were ſerved up to the table 


brochs made of the juices of the moſt delicate fleth, — 
Aſter this, the table was covered with pomgranates of 


Almias, and of Ziri, with peaches of Exhlat, with grapes 


of Melah and of Seviſe, and with the pears of Iſpaban.— 


After they had refreſhed themſelves with the ſoups and 


the fruits, and drank of the moſt delicious wines, the 
Emperor 


* —— 


— 
— 6 > 
2 —— — — — — n Ü uvö ß —— — = * = 


Pa 5. 
. EE wo Oo OO 7§rꝙßꝙ6„ꝙfẽc¶ FP AE OE E OBA io - 


T „e 


me 


— — — — 


_— 


— 19 A — — 
r — , > . 
2 = _— \ _ 
_— — — . oe = > — 7 N . — 
— — * — — — — - — — — Ord — ——— * 


54 PERSIAN TALES, 


Emperor carried Aboulcaſem to the apartment of Zo- 


beide. 
This Princeſs was ſeated upon a throne of gold, at- 
rended by all her flaves, who ſtood ranged on either hand. 


Some of them had tabors in their hands, ſome ſoft flutes, 


and others bore harps, Art that time they made no uſe 
of their inſtruments; they were taken up in attention to a 
damſel that exceeded the reſt in beauty, and who ſung 
an air to the following purpoſe: That we ſhould love 
but once; but that we ſhould love as long as we live:” 
and while the ſung, the damſel that Aboulcafem had gi- 
ven to the Calif, played upon her Jute made of the 
wood of aloes, of ivory, of fantal, and of ebony. As 
ſoon as Zobeide perceived the Emperor and the ſon of 
Abdelaziz, the came down from her throne to reccive 
them, Madam, ſays Haroun to her, I come to prefent 
to you my hoſt of Baſra, The young man proſtrated 


himſen = ediately before the Princeſs wih his face to the 
cCarth. \Vhile he continued in this poſture, a ſudden noiſe 


wa; heard among the ſlaves. She, that had juſt done 
ſinging, happening to caſt her ey es upon Aboulcaſem, eried 
our, and fainted away. 


SIXTEENTH DAY. 


THE Emperor and Zobeide turned themſelves to- 
FT wards the flave, and the ſoref Abdelaziz raiſing 
himſelf up, likewiſe turned his eyes upon her; but no 
ſooner had he viewed her, than he likewiſe fainted, —A 
darkneſs overſpread his eyes, and a dead palenefs cover- 
ed his face, that one would have thought him juſt ex- 
piring. The Califfe, diligent to affiſt him, held him 


ia his arms, and by degrees brought him to himſelf 


again, 
© When Aboulcaſem had recovered his ſpirits, he ſaid to 


the Prince, Commander of the Faithful, I have already 


told you my adventures to Cairo, This ſlave whom you 


ſee, is the perſon who was thrown with me —. the 
ie ;j— 
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Nile ;—this is Dardane. Is it poſſible? eries the Emperor 3 
Heaven be praifed for ſo wonderful an event! 

In the interim, the flave, by the aſſiſtance of her com- 
panions, regained the uſe of her ſenſes. She would 
have thrown herfelf proſtrate at the feet of the Califfe,. 
who prevented her, and afked her by what miracle ſhe 
was yet alive, after having been plunged into the Nile? 
Commander of the Faithful, - replied ſhe, J fell into the 
nets of a fiſherman, who, by chance, was at that inſtant 
drawing them out of the water, He was not a little“ 
ſurpriſed when he faw what he had taken; and perceiv- 
ing that I breathed, he carried me to his houſe, He en- 
deavoured there to cheriſh in me the ſmall remains af 
life, and in time he reſtored me to myſelf ;z-after which, 1 
gave him a full account of ' myſelf, and of what had 
befallen me. This put him into ſome conſternation, 
for he feared leſt the Sultan of Egypt ſhould come to 
know that he had faved me. Thinking, therefore, he 


2 might be in danger of lofing his own life for having 


been acceflary to the preſervation of mine, he took the 


= firſt opportunity to diſpoſe of me to a merchant of 
& ſlaves, who was going to Bagdad, The merchant 


brought me to this city, and in a little time preſented me 
to the Princefs Zobeide, Who gave him his price for- 
me, 


During the time the flave ſpoke; the Califfe eyed her 


attentively z and fmding her of an exquiſite beauty, 


Aboulcafem, cried he, when ſhe had done ſpeaking, [ 


no longer wonder that you have always preſerved the 
| memory of fſo- beautiful a perſon, I render my thanks 
| to Heaven, that conducted her hither, ro give me an 
# opportunity of acquitting myſelf towards you. Dardane 
| is no longer a flave: henceforward the is free, I be- 


lieve, Madam; continues he, turning, to Zobeice, that 
you are unwilling ſhe ſhould have her liberty, No, Sir, 
replies the Princeſs, I freely conſent to it, and rejoice at 
it, wiſhing the two lovers may taſte the ſweets of a long 
en perfe& union, after the misfortunes that have ſeparated 
them, 

Neither is this all, replies Haroun ; I will have their 
marriage conſummated in my palace, and will give my 
orders to make public rejoicings ſor three days in Bagdad. 

cannot 
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Which were celebrated with extraordinary pomp. The 


it. All the prople, who had heard of the cruelty of 


niſhed ? 


F cannot uſe my hoſt of Baſra with too great honour, —Ah, 
Sir ! ſays Aboulcaſem, throwing himſelf at the feet of the 
Empebor, as you are above all other men by your rank, 
fo are you likewiſe in your generoſny. Give me leave to 
diſcover my treaſure to you, and that from this day 1 
may deliver into your poſſeſſion, By no means replied the 
Califfe ; enjoy your, treaſure in quiet. I will not claim 
ſo much as what is my right out of it; and may you live 
to make uſe of all your riches. 

Zobeide entreated Dardane and the ſon. of Abdelaziz 
to entertain her with their ſtories, and then ordered they 
ſhould be written in letters of gold ; after this the Empe- 
ror gave his orders for the preparations of their nuptials, 


public rejoicings. that followed, were yet on foot, Giafar 
was ſeen to return wich the troops, and to lead Aboulfa- 
tah in bonds. As for the King of Baſra, not being able 
to find Aboulcaſem, he died with grief. 

As ſoon as Giafar had rendered an account of his com- 
miſſion to his maſter, there was a ſcaffold built before the 
palace; the wicked Aboulfitah was condemned to mount 


this Vizier, were ſo far from having any pity for him, 
that they cried out with impatience for his execution, 
And now the miniſter of juſtice ſtood with his ſabre 
in his band, ready to ftrike off the head of the cri- 
mina), when the ſon of Abdelaziz, falling proſtrate be- 
fore the Califle, ſaid he to him, Commander of the Faith» 
ful, grant the life of Aboulfatah to my entreaties-; let 
bim be a witneſs of my happineſs—let him ſee the favours 
you heap upon me; and will he not be ſufficiently pu- 


O too generous Abouleaſem, cries the Emperor, how 
well you deſerve to reign | how happy will the people of 
Baſra be to have you for their King! Sir, ſays the young 
man, I have yet one favour to aſk of you; give to the 
Prince Aly the throne you defign tor me; let him reign 
with the lady who generouſly delivered me from the 
cruelty of her father: they are two lovers worthy of 
this great honour. For me, while I enjoy the favour 
and prot:CQtion of the Commander of the de [ 

and 
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$ ruknaz ; Iam willing to hear it. Upon which the nurſe 
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ſtand in no need of a crown, and I am more to be envied 
than Kings. . | 
The Califfe to recompence Prince Aly for the ſervice 
he had done to the ſon of Abdetaziz, ſent him his ere- 
dentials, and conſtiruted him King of Baſra z but judg- 
ing Aboulfatah too criminal to have his liberty granted 
with his life, he ordered this Vizier to be ſhut up in a 


dark tower the reft of his days. When the people of 


Bagdad came to know that it was the injured perſon * 


© who begged the life of his perſecutor, they extolled young 


Aboulcaſem to the ſkies: he in a few days after returned 


. to Baſra with his beloved Dardane, both attended by 


troops out of the Califfe's guards, and followed by a very * 
reat number of officers, 


Here Sutlumené concluded the hiſtory of Aboulcaſem 


of Baſra, All the women of the Princeſs of Caſmire ap- 
plauded her very much; ſome praiſed the magnihcence 
and generoſity of the young man of Baſra ; others were 
of opinion, that the Califfe Haroun Araſchid was not leſs + 
© generous than he; ſome taken only with the love part, 
ſaid, that Aboulcaſem had been a very faithful lover. - 
Upon which Farruknaz, breaking ſilence, ſaid, I cannot 
agree with you; Balkis went very near to make him for- 
get Dardane. I will have a lover, if death ſhould deprive 
him of his miſtreſs, regret her always fo tenderly, that he 
ſhall be incapable of a new paſſion ; but the men, it ſeems, 
do not pretend to ſo unwearied a conſtancy, Pardon me, 
Madam, ſavs Sutlumené; there have been men, whoſe -- 
$ ficelity has been proof againſt time and all the accidents of : 
life, you will be convinced of it, iſ you will but have the 
& patience to attend to the hiſtory of King Ruzvanichad and 


of the Princ&s - Cheheriſtany. Very well replied Far- 


began in the following manner. 
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PRENCESS CHEHERISTANY. 


THERE was a King of China whofe name was Ruz- 
F vanſchad. He went one day a hunting, and he hap- 
pened to meet with a white doe, beautifully ſprinkled with 
blue and black ſpots, with rings of gold upon her feet, 
and upon her back a yellow ſattin, bordered round with 
embroidery of ſilver. 

At this extraordinary ſight, the Prince expreſſed an 
eagerneſs to purſue the game, and put his horſe to the 
full ſpeed in hopes of taking the doe ; but ſhe eluded his 
Purſuit, and fled with ſuch incredible ſwiftnefs, that he 

| ſoon loſt fight even of the duſt ſhe raiſed by the rapidity 
of her flight, He now loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing her 
again, and was very much mortified with the thoughts of 
his ill- fortune, when ſhe preſented herfelf to his eyes a 
ſecond time: he diſcovered her lying upon the graſs near 
a fountain, where ſhe ſeemed to reft herſelf after the 
fatigue of her chace. He puts his horſe again to the 
ſpeed; but his endeavours to take her were vain, - The 
doe, ſeeing him now near at hand, raiſed herſelf lightly, 
and bounding two or three times from the ground, ſhe 
plunged into the water and diſappeared. 


——— — 


SEVENTEENTH DAY: 
= King of China leaped inſtantly from his horſe ; 


he runs, he fatigues himſelf, and takes a great 

many turns about the fountain; he ſtirs up the water, 
and ſearches for his prey to the very bottom; but finding 
no eppearance of it, he remains deeply aſtoniſhed with 
the adventure, His Vizier and his other attendants 
were no leſs ſurpriſed, The King, after ſeveral- reflec- 
tions with himſelf, aid, that he could not Imagine what 
he 
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he ſaw was in reality a white doe; but rather ſome nymph. 
who, under that ſhape, took a pleaſure in deluding hunters. 
His courtiers were of the ſame opinion. 


In the mean time, Ruzvanſchad could not diſengage 


his eyes from the fountain; and ſighs, which he could 


not aceount for, from time to time roſe within his breaſt. 


I am reſolved, ſaid he to his Vizier, to paſs the night 


here; my curioſity obliges me to watch this nymph, 


her riſe out of the water. This reſolution taken, he 
ſent back his whole retinue, excepting the Vizior; they 
ſat themſelves down upon the graſs, and continued  talk- 
ing of the white doe- till night came- on. Then the 
King, fatigued with his chace, was- inclined to take a 
little reſt, Muezin, ſays 9 his Vizier, I can hold up 
no longer; watch you while I ſleep. Never take your 


and ſomething, whiſpers me, methinks, that "tka, þ 


eyes off from the fountain; and if any thing appears, be 
ſure you awaken me. Muezin, though very much tired, 


watched awhile to pleaſe the King; but at laſt, oyer- 


powered with drowſineſs, he fell affeep, notwithſtanding . 


his endeavours to the contrary. 


Their ſlumbers were of no long durance. Awaking. 
both at a time, they ſtarted. up at the ſound of a raviſh-- 
ing ſymphony, that ſeemed not far from them; and, to 


complete their aſtoniſhment, they ſaw juſt before them a 
very magnificent palace illuminated, which ſeemed to be 
raiſed by ſome power more than human. Muezin, fays 


the King, in a low voice, what can this mean? whit 
concert is it that ſtrikes our ears? what palace preſents 


itlelf to our eyes? Sir, replies the Vizier, all this with- 


out doubt, is ſomething more than natural, it muſt be 


enchantment, Would to Heaven we had abandoned 
this fountain: this palace is perhaps a ſnare laid by ſome 


magician for your Majeſty, Be it what it may, fays 


the Prince, think not that I will turn back out of fear. 
Let us march up to the palace, and, fee what kind of 
inhabitants there are. Seek not to terriſy me by pre 
ſaging ill omens: the more you repreſent to me of dangers, 

the greater will be my deſire to attempt them. = 
The Vizier, ſeeing his maſter determined . en all 
hazards, did not dare to oppaſe himſelf any färther to 
his inclinations, They went both direQly up to the 
os EST palace; 
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palace ; and now, arriving at the gates, they found them 
open. They entered into a hall floored with China, and 
ſurniſhed out with ſofas and tapeſtry of gold brockade, 
and perfumed with the richeſt odours. They croffcd 
over this hall, where they ſaw nobody, and went into 
another, in which, upon a throne of gold, ſat a young 
lady covered with jewels, the brightneſs of whoſe beauty 
ſurpriſed them, 

She ſeemed to give ſtrict attention to fifty or ſixty dam- 
fels, of which ſome ſung and others played upon the lute, 
They were all in habits of a roſe-coloured taffira, thick 
ſown with pearls, and ſtood up before the throne, Ruz- 
vanſchad never heard finer voices nor more moving muſic ; 
notwithſtand ing which, he was wholly taken up with the 
lady, who ſat upon the throne, | 

When the damſels perceived this Prince, they put a 
op to their muſic. He made a profound reverence, and 
adyancing into the middle of the hall, he addreſſed him- 
ſelf in the following ſpeech to the lady :—Oh charming 
Princeſs, ruler of hearts, the very fight of whom has 
added to the n mber of your ſlaves the ſovereign Lord 
of China; let me humbly defire to know the name. of 
ſo wondrous a nymph, whoſe beauty bears ſo irreſiſtible a 
power! The lady ſmiled at theſe words, and made 
anſwer—I am a doe, who lead lions captive ; J am the 
prey which you this day purſued, and which plunged 
acfelf into the fountain. But, Madam, ſays the Prince, 
what am I to think of theſe miraculous changes? my 
love is alarmed at them. How can I be ſati:fied that 
what I now ſee is not a falſe appearance? No, replies 
the lady; I thew myſelf now to you in my natural 
Jhape, Ir is true that I change my form when I pleaſe. 
1 ſhew myſelf to men, and vaniſh from their fight, as 
think fitting; and the power of tranefgrming myſelf int» 
wt a appearance Iwill, is a prerogative Heaven has given 
me by birth, 

At theſe words the lady came down from her throne, 
approached the King, took him by the hand, and led 
him into a chamber, where there was a table covered 
with the choiceſt delicacies, She made him fit down, 
and placed herſelf between him and Muczin ; who, from 
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all he ſaw, preſaged no good to his maſter, and expected 
ſome unfortunate event, be 
As for the young King, he was charmed with the lady ; 

no reflections diſturbed the pleaſure he took in gazing up- 
on her, He was officious to ſerve her; but ſhe ſaid to 


him, do you two eat: for us the very ſmell of perfumes, 
or of meats, is ſufficient nutriment. 


EIGHTEENTH DAY, 


JT HEN the Prince and his Vizier had done eating, 
two damſels preſented to each of them a cup of 
| pate, filled with wine of a purple colour. As faſt as 
they drank, the damſels took care to repleniſh their cups. 
| There was wine likewiſe brought to the lady, but the 
| drank not of it: ſhe contented herſelf with |ſmelling to 
it, which upon her had as great an effect as the liquor 
{ ſelf upon Ruzvanſchad. They began to grow warm; 
and the King ſpoke a thouſand paſſionate things to the lady, 
who yielding to the inclinations of her heart, replied to 
bim the following terms :— 

Prince, although you are a being of an inferior nature 
to mine, I have not been able to refrain from loving you. 
To the end you may be ſenſible of the value you ſhould 
„ put upon the conqueſt which you have made I would 
vor have you be longer ignorant who I am. There lies 
it in the ſea an iſland called Cheheriſtan: this iſland is in- 
habited by Geniis, and governed by a King, whoſe name 
is Menoutcher ; I am the only daughter of this Prince, and 
e. am called Cheheriſtany. 

It is now three months ſince I left my father's court, 
and ſince, out of a curioſity to ſee the different countries 
en inhabited by the ſons of Adam, I take a pleaſure in tra- 

velling: I have compaſſed the whole world, and I was 
now upon my return to Cheheriſtan, when, crofſing over 
your realms, I happened this very day to fee you hun:- 
ing. I ſtopped to gaze upon you; 1 found a ſudden 
diſorder within myſelf, and, while you were ſtill in my 
aht, I was loft in thought. My breaſt beaved with 
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ſighs ; and finding, chat, in ſpite of all my reaſon, I was 
become your captive, I bluſhed in ſecret. Is it poſſible, 
ſaid I, that a man ſhould cauſe all this diforder within 
me? Shall a ſon of Adam triumph over my pride ? | 
was aſhamed of my weakneſs, and would fain have with- 
drawn myſelf immediately from your preſence , but held 
as it were by the force of a charm I had not the power 
to do it, Then yielding to the tender emotions of my 
heart, which ſtayed my wandering footſteps, I now only 
ſtudied the means to render myſelf pleaſing in your fight, 
I took upon me the form of a white doe, and came full in 
your way, to draw you after me, You purſued me; 
and after I had thrown myſelf into the fountain, you can- 
not imagine with what pleafure 1 ſaw you examine the wa- 
ter to find me out. I was tranſported to fee you ſo reſt- 
leſs, and I took it for a lycky preſage. When I heard 
your diſcourſe, I was raviſhed to fiad, that you were re- 
ſolved to paſs the night at the fountain. While you ſlept, 
1 raiſed up this palace to receive you; the geniis that ſerve 
me, builr in an inſtant, 
 Cheheriſtany was going to proceed, when a damfel en- 
tered in great affliction ; the Princefs, reading in her 
countenance the ſorrowful news ſhe brought, broke out 
into lamentable cries; then the ſmote upon her face, and 
wept bitterly. What a moving ſpeQacle muſt this be to 
the Einperor of China ! Pierced ro the heart with the 
ief which the expreſſed, he was impatient to know the 
cauſe of it, And now he was about to demand it of her, 
when the damſel newly arrived came up to the Princeſ 
and ſaid, O Queen, you know that the geniis, alrhoug! 
their term of years be Jonger than what is granted to men, 
are nevertheleſs ſubjeQ, like them, to death. You have 
loſt the King your father; he has changed this perithab/: 
life for one that is eternal. The whole people demand 
you; they expect you with impatience to rule over them. 
Haſten therefore to receive the homage of your new ſub- 
jects, who are eager to render you the honours due to yo! 
The Grand Vizier, my father, charged me to haſten you! 
return. 

Maimona, anſwers the Princeſs, it is enough. vil 
recompence the zeal of your father, and the duty whit! 
you have ſhewn, I ſhall go with you this inſtant, 17 
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prince, adds ſhe, turning to Ruzvanſchad ; then reachin 
out to him one of her fair hands, which he kiſſed with 
© tranſport, I muſt leave you; but be aſſured that a day will 
come, when we ſhall meet again: if I then find you a 
faithful and a paſſionate lover, I will have no other lord 
but you. : 
This ſaid, ſhe diſappeared. Immediately the light of 
the tapers that ſhone in the palace, was all loſt in the 
S thickeſt ſhades of night. The King of China and his 
| Vizier remained in utter darkneſs, till the day light com- 
ing on, gave them a new ſurpriſe ; for, while they ima- 
gined themſelves to be ſtill in the palace, they ſaw nothing 
dut a defart country all around, without the leaſt appear- 
ance of a houſe, | 
Muezin, ſays the Prince, looking about him, are we to 
take all that has happened for a dream? No, Sir, replies 
the Vizier : I had rather believe it to be ſome enchant- 
ment. The lady we have ſeen is ſome foul ſorcereſs, who, 
to inſpire you with love, took upon her the reſemblance 
mof beautiful nymph ; and all the fair damſels, that ſung 
ana played ſo exquiſitely upon the Jute, are ſo many de- 
dons deyoted to her charms. 

How probable ſoever the opinion of Muezin ſeemed, 
o the King was too much enamoured te be perſuaded b 
he him. He was unwilling to forfeit the favourable 
che thoughts he had conceived of the lady; and he re- 
er, turned to his palace ful! of reſolutions to preſerve al- 
oi ways a lively and a tender remembrance of her,—And in- 
ah deed fo far was he from forgetting her, notwithſtand in 
jen, he heard no more of her, and the Vizier daily ſtrove 
ave to combat his paſſion, that he fell into a deep melancholy, 
ble He abandoned all his pleaſures, and had ne reliſh for any 
and but that of hunting; neither did he take any delight to 
em. hunt, but in the place where his white doe appeared to, 
ſob⸗ him, and where he oiten flattered himſelf he might ſee her 
you, again. 
pont In the mean time, it was now almoſt a year that he 

loved Without any reaſon to hope that his love was not 
wil fixed upon a phantom, he began now to fear that what 
hick WF = had ſeen was no more than an enchantment, He re- 
lied 'vived upon travelling, in hopes the variety of objecls 

ince I might ſerve to amuſe him, and help him by degrees 10 
wear 
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wear out the impreſſion from his mind. He left the go- 
vernment of his kingdom to Muezin; and, -notwithſtend- 
ing all that his Miniſter could ſay to hinder him from the 
reſolution he took of going unaccompanied, he ſet out 
by night quite alone. He was mounted upon a fine horle, 
with a ſaddle and bridle covered with gold, and enriched 
with rubies and emeralds: his habit was very magnif- 
cent; and he girded upon his thigh a large ſcymeter in a 
ſcabbard ſtudded with diamonds, | | 

He had already croſſed over his own-realms, and waz 


now arrived upon the frontiers of Thebet. He journeyed. 


on towards the capital of this kingdom; and now he was 
two little days journey diſtant from it, when he ſtopped 
under a tree, whoſe ſpreading bows caſt a thick ſliade.— 
Scarce was he alighted from his horfe to repoſe himſelf 
a while, when he perceived hard by him, under ano- 
ther tree, a lady who ſeemed not above eighteen years of 
age: he foupd her ſitting on the ground, with her head 
ſupported by her hand : ſhe ſeemed loft in thought ; and 
by the melancholy air of her countenance, it was natural 
to believe ſome mi:fortune had befallen her. Her gar- 
ment was all torn ; notwithſtanding which, it was eaſy 
to perceive that ſhe was very beautiſul, and a perſon of no 
mean rank, Ruzvanſchad came up to her, and offering 
his aſſiſtance, demanded of her who ſhe was? The lady 
made anſwer, | am the daughter and the wife of a King; 
and yet I am not what | ſay, I ama Piinceſs, and am 
not what I am. 


— ——— —————————— ꝓ—— 


NINETEENTH DAY. 


HE King of China knew not what to think of the 
young lady; he imagined her grief had impaired 
her ſenſes, Madam, replies he, recollect your reaſon, 
and believe me ready ro ſerve you in any thing that 


les within my power. Sir, ſays the, it is no wonder yon 
look upon me as a diſtracted perſon: what I have fail 
to you ſeems to be void of ſenſe; but I make no wy 
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© of your pardon, when you ſhall come to know my misfor- 
tunes; in return to your generoſity 1 ſhall acquaint you 
S with them. 


— — — 


ru HISTORY OF THE YOUNG RING OF THEBET, AND 
OF THE PRINCESS OF THE NAIMANS, | 


1 AM, continues ſhe, the daughter of a King of the 
J Naimans, I was the only child of my father; when 
d be died, all the grandees and the people proclaimed me 
„Queen. TI was then but four years old; fo that during 
it WW ny minority, the government of the ſtate was put into the 
„ hauds of the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haram who married my 
ol, WW nurſe, and whoſe capacity was very well known.— 
id WE This wiſe Minifter had likewiſe the care of my education, 
J He now began to inſtruc me in the arts of government; 
a 


ind 1 was almoſt ripe for the managemert of affairs, 
r- Wwhen Fortune, who beftows and takes away crowns as 
i Wile plenſes, tumbled me down from the throne into the 
00 Wmolt unfortunate condition of life. Prince Mouaffac, my 
ng fecher's brother, who was thought long ſince dead, and 
reported to have been killed in a battle againſt the 
g 3 {Mogols, appeared unexpeQedly in the country of the 
am Naimans. Some of the chief nobility, who formerly had 

been his friends, joined themſelves to his intereſt; they 
leconded his ambition, and ſtirred up a rebellion in 
the ſtate in his favour. The Vizier Aly ſtrove in vain 
to quell it: all his endeavours to ſtifle the faction did 
but inflime it the more. In a word, all my ſubjects 
ere ſeduced by the practices of Mouaffac, and declared 


or him, 


the When the uſurper was crowned, his firſt care was to 
ired Necure my perſon, with an intention to put me to death, 
ſon, No prevent any defigns the few friends I had left might ſet 
that en foot in favour of me, But the Vizier Aly and my 
you urſe, his wife, found means of conveying me from the 
ſaid Nary of the tyrant. They carried me off by night; fo 


hat we got ſafe out of Albaſin, and by ſecret roads came 
to 


out 
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capital of this kingdom, where the Vizier paſſed for 
an Indian painter, and 1 for his daughter.—He 
had in his - youth learned to paint, and he was fo 
great a maſter in the art, that he ſoon acquired a reputa- 
tion, Although we had with us a great quantity of jew- 
els, and might have lived in ſplendour, we were con- 
tented in an obſcure condition, as if we had nothing 
elſe to ſubſiſt upon, but the pencil of Aly. We were 


apprehenſive of the ſpies of Mouaffac ; and were cautiou; W - 2 
of being ſuſpected for any thing greater than what we ap- on 
peared to be, * 
Now two years had paſſed over us in this condition, WF”: 
I iaſenſibly forgot all the ideas of grandeur with which | et 
had been inſpired; and wearing every day into ſenti- 10 
ments ſuitable to my misfortunes, I now began to make [- 5 
this obſcurny of life habitual to me. I almoſt thought . 
that 1 never was other than the daughter of a private n 
man. hardly remembered that I had ever fat upon a iſ 0 : 
throne. The tranquillity I enjoyed made me unmind- WF 1 

ful of what had paſſed; or, if at any time my memory 1 1 
brought to mind the glorious rank 1 once held 1 conſs [2.7 
dered it only as a burden, from which I was freed ; and 5 A 
diſengaged from the cares that attend on ſovereign power, Nis ter 
] forgave my fortune that took it from me. Would 19 * 

Heaven, alas! that I had paſſed over the reſt of my liſe Nav! 
in this obſcure and happy condition! but it was not my 3 
lot; the decrees of deſtiny are not to be avoided ; and Huncte 
it is as much in vain to complain of our ill fortune, as it ; 
impoſſible to prevent it. n gi 
The Vizier painted ſome pieces that were the admin. Wh, | 
tion of the whole city of Thebet. The King heard of 48; 
them, and deſired to fee them: to this end he came hiv n | | 


ſelf to Aly, who ſhewed him his works. The Prince 
was very much ſatisfied with them, as well as with tit 
converſation of the painter. While they were yet dil 
courſing together, 1 came into the reom, led by a curic- 
ſity co ſee the King; I thought appearing before him a 
the painter's daughter, he would take no notice of me: 
but I was miſtaken; he caſt his eyes upon me, and wit 
ſtruck with me, Perceiving this, I retired: : mneverthele(s 
he continued talking to the Vizier, as if he had * 4 
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Fred me, but with ſo much emotion, and with fo diſ- 
Irdered a look, that it was eaſily perceived | had made 
So ſmall impreſſion upon him. The next day the 
Prince came again to Aly, and repeated his viſits for ſeve- 
l days following. Under the pretence of looking after 
Qaintings, he went into all the chambers, and contrived 
& fo, that he would ſtill come quite into that where I was, 
Hicherto he faid nothing to me; but the ardour that ſpar- 
Jed in his eyes, plainly difcovered to me the fentiments of 
is heart. 

One day he made the Vizier an offer of a confiderable 
enfion, with an apartment in his palace; faying he bad 
mind to keep in his dominions ſo great a painter, and 
make him his own, . Aly immediately gueſſed at the 
zotive of this propoſal; and, as he faw the'conſequences 
ir, he ſaid io me, 1 fee, my Queen, that the King of 
Thebet loves you. The paftion he has for you, more 
Wan any liking he has to my paintings, has been the oc 
«fion of thefe offers. We are now going to be lodged 
| bis palace. You may be ſure he will be daily entertain» 
bg you with his love, Call to mind your birth; and, 
; Jnliead of yielding up yourſelf upon diſhonourable terms 
l Þ the fighs of this Prince, reſiſt the preſſing inſtances of 
is tenderneſs, If he is fo far enamoured with you, as 
Þ be willing to make you the partner of his crown, you 
hay liſten to him; if he has other views, we ſhall find 
i Whicans to elude his hopes. 1 promiſed the Vizier to be 


and WW unctual in following his advice. I did not let him know 
A Nat I had obſerved the King's love as well as he; much 
* ls did 1 tell him the effect this diſcovery had upon me. 
ie Prince was young, beautiful, and formed to perfecti- 


n; ſo that I could not help feeling for him the like paſh- 
a to that with which I had infpired him. 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 


N .the-mean time, whatever inclinations J might hay 
for the King of Thebet, I -hoped 1 ſhould be able 90 
eanceal them from him; if he had no other deſi n but 90 
tempt my virtue; but this Prince ſpared me the troubhe 
ol a long reſtraint, - I'was but newly come into his palace, 
When he made a declaration of his love to me in the 
manner my heart could with. You have charmed me, 
ſaid he, from the very moment I ſet my eyes upon you; 
from that time you have taken up all my thoughts, and 
find it impoſſible for me to live without you: but hoy 
vehement ſoever my deſires may be, think not that I will 
ever attempt to treat you as a flave. I have as greata 
reſpect for you, as if you were the daughter of the King 
of China; and my intention is, as the pledge of my faith u 
you, to plece you upon the T hrone of Theber, . 
1 returned thanks to the Prince for the honour he it 
tende me; and taking this occaſion to inform bim who 


I-was,. I gave him my hiſtory, with whieh he was ſ:oi-W * 
bly touched. My. +rinceſs, eried he, it is plain tha ora 
beaven has reſerved for me the glory of avenging yon 
fince you are come for refuge io Thebet. Yes the traitor ung. 
Mouaffac ſhall be amply puniſhed for daring to take you ent 
crown. Conſent that | eſpouſe you. this day; and be aur 
ſured, that on the morrow Iwill fend amba{ſidors wr... 
declare war againſt him, if he refuſes to reſign to you the, 1, 
throne which he has-uſurped, 1 renewed my thanks to bebe þ 
King: and confeſſet, that if, when we ſaw one another ant 
firſt, I had made ſqme impreſſion upon him, his eyes Hege. 
wiſe were not without their influence over me. He nu nunc 
charmed with this confeſſion ; and taking re by the hand 8 
he kiſſed it with eagerneſs, and ſwore eternal love to m. Hor 
He eſpouſed me that very day; and our nupuals wei. 
ce&ebrated throughout the city with great rejoicings. be (: 
Karly in the morning, the King, as he had promiſed TX 
appointed ambaſſadors to go to the country of the Ned 


man 


=y 
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ane. They departed in all diligence; and imme- 
Idiately upon their arrival at the Court of Mouaffac, they 
E.jemanded audience: accordingly it was granted; and 
They told this Prince, that their maſter had eſpouſed. me, 
and had ſent them to demar.d he ſhould ſpeedily reſtore 
Ito me the kingdom of the Natmans, and to declare a 
Var, in caſe he refuſed to comply. Mouaffac, though 
Ine was not in a condition to reſiſt the King of Thebet, 
: yet, out of the haughtineſ: of his temper, bid him defi- 
Ence; ſo that the ambaſſadors upon their return, ac- 
Wquainted their maſter with the reſuſal of the uſurper.,— 
Immediately orders were given to levy men through all 
the kingdom of Theber ; and a numerous army was let 
Jon foot. But when the troops were gathered together, 
ind in readineſs to march againſt the Naimans, there 
Name deputies from theſe people to afſure me of their 


nd 


ow Wobedience, and to inform me, that my uncle Mouaffac 
vil vas dead, after a few days ſickneſs. Upon this news, 
une King diſbanded his army, and reſolved to ſend Aly 
ing to rule in my name over the Naimans. The Miniſter 
has now ready to ſet our, when an adventure, the moſt 
„ WunexpeRted chat can be imagined, put a ſtop to his depar- 
nt are. 5 | 
who One evening I retired into my cloſet, and ſitting upon 
eb {ofr, beiook myſelf to read ſome chapters in the al- 
tUBWcoran, When | had made an end of reading, I roſe to 
oh nd out the King, who was now gone to bed. On a 
ut i uiden I was aſtoniſhed with a frightful apparition that 
your vent before me, and diſappeared in a moment. I cried 
e bn ſo vehemently, that 1 awoke the King out of bis 
rs hep. He ran to me with ſpeed, and demanded of me 
u . thy | cried out. told him the reaſon; and fortified 
to the 


Wy his preſence, I was inclinable to believe, that the 
hantom which appeared "before me, was only the com- 
age of my imagination, heated wih reading. The 
Frince heard me with ſurpriſe; and far from contribut- 
ng to diſſipate my f.ars, he replied, I am in a greater 
order than you; 1 am not able to comprehend, Ma- 
lam, how you can be in my bed and in this cloſet, at 


re ſame time. Sir, ſaid I, I underitand you not: ſpeak - 


other 

Uke 
e Wi 
hand, 
O Me. 
weile 


niſed, 


Nat ainly to me, I beſeech you, Nay then, added he, you 
"<<< only approach the bed, and you will ſee the moſt 
lurprifing 


mam 
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- ſurpriſing ſight in the world. Accordingly, coming 
to the head of the bed, I could perceive, with great 
ſurpriſe than can be imagined, a young lady that reſe 555 


bled me to a miracle, —ſhe had all my very ſhape. 


O Heaven! cried I at this ſpeQacle, what do I {MW 
what unheard-of prodigy ! Ah, traitreſs, ſays this la 
interrupting me with an accent reſembliug mine, wh 
impudence is this to dare to aſſume my form! What if 

thy deſign, thou wicked ſorcereſs? Doſt thou imagy 


the King my huſband, deluded, by theſe appearances, t 


make him doubt which of us is his wife, can be broulff 
to drive me from his bed, and give thee my place? I 
hopes are vain, and thy artifices to no purpoſe, In pi 
of thy enchantments, my huſband ſees plainly thou art by 


a wretch My dear Lord, adds ſhe, addreſſing herſell 


the Prince, cauſe this perfidious ſorcereſs to be ſeized 
order her immediately to be caſt into a dark dungeon; u 
to-morrow let her expiate her criminal purpoſes a 1 


flames. 


TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 


F the perſe& reſemblance which this woman bore 


ne, continues the Princeſs of the Naimans, aftoniſh 

me, her inſolent manner of ſpeaking furpriſed me f 
more. Inſtead of replying in the ſame language to ht 
I burſt into tears, and ſaid to the King, Sir, I began! 

| hope, that the malice of my ill fortune was quite ip 
El had reaſon to believe, after my deſtiny was united 
yours, that my miſeries were at an end; but alas! {a 


demon, jealous of my happineſs, comes to thwart it. 

| borrows my form, and reſolves to paſs for me: She 
atraiped ber end: you know me no more, but conſul 
me with this phantom. View me well, |] beſeech ji 
if your wife be yet dear to you, your heart ſhould h 

to diſtinguiſh her in ſpite of this illuſion that prevails 
your ſenſes, [| call Heaven to witneſs, that I am' 
Princeſs of the Nainans, 
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The lady that was in bed interrupted me a ſecond 
me; You ſay falſe, ſays ſhe ; you are a ſhameleſs wo- 
en nan, and your behaviour ſpeaks what you are. Traitors 
Wave immediate recourſe to oaths; and their eyes, in- 
Wructed in deceits, are always furniſhed with tears.— 
Peaſe, ſays the King to us; put an end to your diſcourſe, 
hich does not inform me in what I would know ; you 
ly confound me thus together. I am at a loſs to re- 
olle my wife. One of you muſt be a ſorcereſs, and 
ſeeks to ſeduce me; but I am not able to diſtinguiſh 
Which; and ] fear leſt, in attempting to puniſh the 
guilty, 1 ſhould cauſe my vengeance to fall upon the 
innocent. ‚ 
The King, incapable of diſtinguiſhing between me 
and the ſorcereſs, called the chief of his eunuchs, and 
ommanded him to ſhut us up in ſeparate apartments, 
chere we paſſed the reſt of the night. In the morning 
the Prince ſent for Aly and his wife, and told them 
hat had happened. They defired to ſee us both toge- 
Ithsr, not doubting, for all that the King could ſay, but 
they ſhould be able to know me. But upon trial, they 
found us ſo very like the one to the other, that it was 
equally impoſſible to them, and to the King, to diſcern 
the counterfeit perſon from the true. Moreover, my 
nurſe, recollecting that I was born with a mole upon 
my knee, examined us both, and was ſurpriſed when ſhe 
found that we were both marked alike. Neither did 
they ſtop their enquiries. here; they began to interrogate 
vs ſeparately. The lady anſwered to their queſtions juſt 
as I had done; ſo that they were atla loſs what to think, 
However, my nurſe took my anſwers to be the more 
exact, and ſhe decided for me. 
But her determination was of little weight ; for all 
the Viziers which the King had aſſembled together, judg- 
ing quite contrary, that the lady, who was found in 
the bed of the Prince, was the Queen, and the other the 
lorcereſs; they condemned me to be burnt. The King 
was averſe to this cruel ſentence, let he ſhould put his 
wife to death, while nis deſign was to avenge her; there- 
fore he was ſatisfied to baniſh me the — I was 


ripped of my clothes, covered with old torn garments, 
and put out of the city. I am come thus far, ſupported 
by the proviſions given me by charitable perſons, This, 
Sir, 
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Sir, is my whole hiſtory, ſaid the Princeſs of the Ny 


was 

mans, I hope now you will not think | ſpoke like Co. 
bereaved of reaſon, when I ſaid to you, that Iam wſWQ,. 
daughter and the wife of a King, and yet that I am m ans 
What I fay; that I am a Princeſs, and am not what | him 
am. The Queen of Thebet concluded here, when Ru to r 
vanſchad took his turn to ſpeak, and- ſaid, Be comfortel 1 
Madam; your miſeries are come to the height: rf chy 
perſuaded, that from this day forward your fortune vii bec 
change for the better, For, as one of our poets (aj, dav 
when any thing arrives to the very point of perfectia mat 
it touches upon the period of its declenſion; and tf ya 
extremity of misfortune borders upon prof perity. Ex bim 
pect to be ruined, adds the ſame poet, when it ſhall H nou 
ſaid, that thy happineſs is complete; and prepare thy wer 
heart for joy, when adverſity preſſes ſore upon thee : 1 {++ 
is ſo that heaven has ordered the life of man. To co able 
vince you of this important truth, Madam, I ſhall e. and 
tertain you with the hiſtory of the Vizier Caverſcha. and 
| | he, 
priſ 

Thi 

reſte 

| for 

THE HISTORY OF THE VIZIER CAVERSCHA, pert 
ODAVENDE, King of Hyrcania, had a Ve .,. 
whoſe name was Caverſcha; this Miniſter, a nu befo 

ot ſuperior underſtanding, and of a conſummate expe- 4 
rience, had one day a mind to bathe himſelf, As tt paſl 
ſtood over the bath, he took a ring off his ſinger, and u bei 
playing with it, let it fall by chance into the watet pere 
when, inſtead of ſinking, it floated on the ſurface. of f 
Caverſcha, ſtruck with this prodigy, gave immediate chat 
orders to his officers to carry all his riches out of hi my; 
houſe, and to hide them in the place where he directe cord 
them; ſay ing, at the ſame time, that the King WW 9. 
maker, would ſoon ſend to have him apprehended. Ac- begs 
cordingly, his ſervants had not yet carried away all ns aw 
goods, when the Captain of the King's guards came with Whe 
toldiers to his houſe, and told him that he had orders 088; . 
carry him to priſon. This Vizier went along witholl F 


reſiſtance, while part of the ſoldiers ſeized upon all tin 
| X Wal 


2 


was left in his houſe. This unhappy Miniſter, whom 
Codavende impriſoned upon falſe reports, remained ſeve- 
ral years in chains: he was denied the liberty of ſeeing 
© any of his friends; all ſorts of comforts were refuſed 
him; and every day the King gave out ſome new order 
to make his confinement more ſevere. 
He had for a long time deſired to eat ſome rommanaſ- 
chy ; he bad often begged for ſome, but without ſucceſs ; 
1 becauſe their ſtudy was to mortify him. However, one 
| day the keeper of the priſon brought him a meis of rom- 
manaſchy out of compaſſion, and gave it him in a China 
baſon. The Vizier, highly pleaſed that they brought 
him at laſt what he had longed for ſo very much, was 
now preparing to eat of it, when two great rats, as the 
were fighting, fell into the rommanaſchy, which he had 
ſet upon the ground for a while. Caverſcha was not 
able to eat it; but he ſent orders to his domeſtics to go 
and take his riches from the place where they lay hid, 
and to carry them back into his houſe ; becauſe, ſaid 
he, the King, my maſter, will ſoon call me out of 
E priſon, and re-eſtabliſh me in my former employment. 
This likewiſe happened as he had ſaid. Codavende 
reſtored him to his liberty that very day; and ſending 
for him into his preſence, he ſaid to him, I am 
perſuaded of your infiocence : I have cauſed your ene- 
mies to be ſtrangled; TI reſtore you to my confidence 
again, and reinſtate you in the dignity which you held 
efore. 
e Then the friends of Caverſcha, knowing what had 
ee paſſed, aſked him how he came to foretel that he ſhould 
du be impriſoned, and afterwards ſet at liberty? When I 
perceived, ſays the Vizier to them, that my ring, inſtead 
of ſinking, floated upon the water, 1 judged from thence, 
au that my glory was arrived to the higheſt pitch, and that 
f hi my good fortune, incapable of any increaſe, was now, ac- 
ecke cording to the decrees of heaven, about to change into 
ö in adverſity; and fo it proved. When in my priſon, I 
At begged ſo long in vain for ſpme rommanaſchy, | plainly 
law that my ill fortune was like to laſt yet awhile; and 
When at laſt they brought me ſome, the rats that fell into 
u, were an indication to me, that I was arrived to the ut- 


SOL. I. E moſt 
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moſt limits of my bad fortune, and that my extreme af. 
fliction would ſoon be turned into perfect joy. 

Then, Madam, never give yourſelf over to deſpair, 
continues the King of China; you are, perhaps, at pre- 
ſent Juſt upon the verge of happineſs. Take example by 
me, and give . yourſelf up to pleaſing hopes. Alas! 1 
cannot tell, but that I may be, like you, the ſport of ſome 
ſorcereſs; and whether the perſon whom I love be nor 
ſome frightful demon. Ruzvanſchad upon this told 
her his name, and related his adventure with the white 
doe. 

Scarce had he ended his narration, when they both of 
them ſaw a young man on horſeback, who drew their 
whole attention. He was almoſt naked, and fled with all 
the ſpeed the horſe could furniſh. He paſſed fo near 
to them, that the Queen knew him, and cried our, 0 
heavens l ſee my huſband ! but he never caſt his eyes 
upon her. | 

His countenance was full of wildneſs and diſorder, 
and, in the midſt of his haſty flight, he looked ever and 
anon behind him, as if he was afraid of being _pur- 
Jued. 


'TWENTY-SECOND . DAY. 

"Wen young Qieen of Thebet and Ruzvanſchad til! 
A followed the young man with their eyes; neither 
was he yet got out of fight, when they ſaw another horle- 
man ſpurring on with full ſpeed : this perſon was richly 
clothed and held in his hand a drawn ſabre, ſtained wit 
blood. It was obvious that he purſued the firſt, and that 
he was impatient to overiake him: but what was won- 
derful is, that he ſhould reſemble him ſo perfectly, that 
the Princes, when he ſaw his face, could not help cry- 
ing out again, O heavens! ſee there my huſband ! He 
was ſo intent in purſuing, that he paſſed cloſe by the 
Queen without obſerving her. Madam, ſays the King of 
China, 1 own there can be nothing morc amazing than 
this. Sir, replies the Princeſs, you may hereby Jn 
chat 


| preſerved you, 
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that what I told yon, concerning myſelf, was no 


ion. | 
While they reaſoned vpon the ſingularity of this event, 


there appeared a third perſon on horſeback. But although 
he ran with the ſame ſpeed as the other two, yet he did 


| not paſs without taking notice of Ruzyanſchad and the 


Queen, It was the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam. The 
Princeſs and he knew each other immediately, This 
Miniſter ſoon alighted from his horſe, and throwing him- 
ſelf at the feet of the Queen, Ah, Madam, faid he, is it 
you then I ſee? Thanks for ever be to heaven, that has 
If for ſome time it permits vice to 
triumph, and ſeems to abandon the innocent, it is only to 
make its juſtice more exemplary in the end. All is now 
over; your mortal enemy lives no more ; the King has 


ſlain her with his own hand; his ſabre is ſtill wet with 
her perfidious blood: and to make his vengeance com- 


plete, he now -purſues' a wretch, who by the force of 
charms aſſumes his likeneſs. I have not now the time to 


| inform you of all that has paſſed at Court fince you were 


caſt out in ſo diſgraceful-a manner; I muſt defer it to ano- 
ther day, The King ſpurs on apace, and gains ground of 


us every moment. Haſte, Madam, let us mount this in- 
| ſlant, and try to overtake him. 


No, Sir, then ſaid Ruz- 
vanſchad, rather than fatigue the Queen, do you ſtay here 


with her; I will undertake to join the King, and to 

| bring him here to you in this place, When he had ſaid 

| this, he laid his hand upon his horſe, and vaulting lightly 

| into the ſaddle, he purſued the ſteps of the King of The- 

bet, without ſtaying to anſwer the compliment, which the 
Princeſs made him- for his generous behaviour. 


When he was gone, the Vizier aſked the Queen, who 
this young ſtranger might be; and he was not a little 
ſupriſed, when {he told him that he was the King of 
China, Now then, ſays the Princeſs, ſatisfy my curio- 
ity, and tell me after what manner the ſorcereſs came to 
be diſcovered, Madam, replies the Miniſter, the Kin 
your huſband, perſuaded that his council had rightly dif- 
tinguiſned the true Princeſs of the Naimans from the 


perſon who, by force of enchantment, reſembled her, 
lived with your rival in a perſe& good underſtanding.— 


He had been with her for fome days at a caſtle which you 
E 2 know 
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know he has about ten leagues from this capital. This 
morning the King and I went out from thence to hunt, 
attended only by one ſlave. We were not far from home, 
when the King bethought himſelf on a ſudden that he 
had forgot to tell the Queen ſome matter of importance; 
ſo that, without proceeding any farther, we returned. 
The Prince quitted his horſe at the gate of the caſtle, 
where he ordered me to attend him, and went up the 
back ſtairs to the apartment of the Princeſs. Soon after 
I faw a man return without a turban, almoſt naked, and 
very 'much reſembling the King. Taking him for the 
Prince himſelf, Ah, Sir, ſaid J, as foon as I ſaw him, 
how come you in this condition? But, inſtead of reply- 
ing, he ran to his horſe like one terrified : he mounted, 
and betook himſelf to fight, without ſaying a word to 
me. Fearing that ſome unlucky accident had befallen 
him, I was impatient to learn what it might be. In or- 
der to this, I reſolved to follow him; and as I laboured 
to overtake him, I heard a voice. behind me crying out, 
Stay, Vizier, ſtay; [ ſtopped upon the inſtant; then 
turning my head, I ſaw the King coming out of the 
caſtle, with his eyes ſparkling, and his ſcymeter in his 
hand. He runs up in haſte to meet me; Vizier, ſays he, 
we have caſt out our Queen, to take in a deteſtable wo- 
man, who by magic has aſſumed her form, I have jult 
lain the traitoreſs, and I muſt do the like by the villain, 
who has borrowed my ſhape. Give me my horſe, adds 
he, ſpeaking to the ſlave ; I will purſue the wretch, who 
hepes in vain to eſcape me. No ſooner had he ſpoke 
but he mounted the flave's horſe, and following hard 
upon the ſteps of his enemy, he Kill continues to hunt 
him down. 

While the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam related theſe things 
to the Queen, Ruzvanſchad made after the King of The- 
bet with all his might, and followed him with as great 
eagerneſs as if he had the white doe in view. The King 
of Thebet, on the other hand, puſhed on by his reſent— 
ment, never flackened his pace; and as he was a better 
horſeman than the man who ran from him, he overtook 
him at laſt; when, giving him a cut upon the ſhoulder 
with a ſcymeter, he tumbled him ont of the ſaddle 
then he leaped from his horſe to finiſh the LOTS 
is 
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his enemy, but the wretch begged for his life. I grant 


it, ſays the King to him, upon condition thou wilt tell 
me who thou art; by what means and for what reaſon 
thou appeareſt in my likeneſs ; and give me a full ac- 


count of all I deſire to know. Sir, anſwered the man, 


ſince your Majeſty is pleaſed to pardon me, I will hide 
nothing from you; I will ſpeak with all the ſincerity 
you require: and to perſuade you, that I intend to give 
you full ſatisfaction, it will be proper I begin by reſum- 
ing my own natural form. When he had ſpoke, he took 


only a ring from off his finger, and appeared to the King 


then in the figure of a frightful old man. 


TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 


2 hows King of Thebet was amazed at this ſydden + 


change, and was now more curious than before to 


learn what this old man prepared to tell him. Sir, ſays 
the wretch, you ſee me now ſuch as J am; and to ſatisfy 


you to the utmoſt, I will give you a ſail account of my 


life. 1 am che fon of a weaver from Damas, and my 


name is Mocbel. My father was very covetous and very 


rich; ſo that being his only heir, 1 found myſelf upon 
his death maſter of a conſiderable fortune for one of my 
birth, Inſtead of practiſng the. parſimony of my father, 
or ſo mach as managing my income 1a the leait, I gave 


iayfeif up to my pleaſures; 1 kept much company with, 


women; and made it more particularly my buſineſs to 
pleaſe a young lady who lived near me; ſhe was beauti- 
ful, and had a great deal of wit; but her wit had a wrong 
turn to cunning and artifice. She had a great many 
lovers; and every one thought himſelf the firſt jn her 


favour, becaule in private ſhe careſſed them all alike. I 1 
among the reſt was deceived in her. Deluded by the 
marks of friendſhip ſhe gave me, I imagined that my 


rivals all ighed in vain, and that I was the only happy 


man, This opinion increaſed my love, and my love led 
me into numberleſs expences. Every day I ſent ſome © 
new preſent to Dilnouaze, for that was her name; and 


the 
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the preſents | made her were ſo conſiderable, that in three 
or four years | was utterly ruined. My rivals, likewiſe, 
ſ-iving to lurpaſs each other, laboured by gifts to pre- 
Herve the affections of Dilnouaze; ſo that this lady en- 
riched herſelf with the ſpoils of her lovers. 

After | had ſquandered away my ſubſtance, I expected 
to ſee myſelf received coldly; and I feared it the more, 
becauſe J was ftill very much enamoured. But Dil- 
nouaze, though very much intereſted, and very coquetilh, 
ſaid to me one day, Mocbel, you think perhaps that! 
ſhall baniſh you my fight, now you are no loager in a 
condition to lend me preſenis? No, no, my love; as 
you are the moſt enamoured of all my lovers, fiace vou 
are the firſt ruined, I will now in my turn, let you ite 


that [ am of a generuus nature; I intend to ſhare with the 
you all tuat I receive from your rivals, and to give you thi 
back with intereſt what your love has laviſhed upon up 
me. And indeed, inſtead of ſuffering me to want ne- gol 
ceſſaries, ſhe gave me plenty of gold and ſilver. I ear 
appeared richer than I had ever been. Beſides this, 
ſhe had an entire confidence in me: ſhe did nothing with- aft 
out my advice; and we lived ſeveral years together in ma 
this manner. e the 

Dilnouaze inſenſibly grew into years; her lovers fell dre 
off daily, and time at laſt deprived her of them all. What gre 
an affliction was this to a woman, who delighted in the anc 
company of men! She was inconſolable to ſee herſelf tha 
forſaken. Ah, Mocbel, ſaid ſhe to me, I confels to thee, led 


that age is inſupportable to me. After having been ac- 
cuſtomed from my childhood to the flatteries of young 
men, I cannot now bear to be neglected by them. I mul 
either put an end to my life, to free myſelf from theſe 
griefs that rob me of my reſt, or I muſt determine to go 
10 the deſart of Pharun, to find out the ſage Bedra; ſhe 
is the moſt knowing magician in Aſia; all nature is 
liable to her enchantments—at her will rivers run back 


to their ſources; the ſan fades in his brightneſs, or with- to 

draws himſelf, if the but ſpeak ; and the moon ſtops in wo 
the middle of her courſe. l am impatient to make her ſhe 
a viſit; I know in what part of the deſart ſhe keeps her Fre 
abode, She, perhaps, may give me a ſecret to make the 2 


men love me in ſpite of my age. You will do very well, 
anſwered 


— 
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anſwered I; and I, if you pleaſe, will bear you com- 
pany. She begged I would; ſo we took ſome proviſions, - 


and ſome preſents for Bedra, and began our journey to 


the deſart. | 
When we were come to the deſart, and had journeyed - 


in it two days, Dilnonaze ſhewed me a mountain -afar 
off, and told me that the woman-magician lived there.— 
We proceeded on to the foot of the mountain, when we 
perceived a deep and ſpacious cavern, from -whence 
iſſued out a thouſand birds of ill omen, or rather flying 
monſters of different ſigures, that, ſoaring up to the 
clouds, filled all the air with diſmal cries. We came 
before the entrance, and ſaw, by the light of an iron 
lamp, which ſcattered its rays through the darkneſs of 
the cave a litile old woman fitting. upon a great ſtone ; 
this was Bedra, the magician ; ſhe held a great book open 
upon her knees, in which ſhe read before a furnace of 
gold, wherein there was a pot of filver ſul] of black 
earth, that boiled without fire, 

We were fatisfied, that we had found what we ſought 
after, we entered, and approaching the oid woman, we 
made her a very profound reverence; then we gave her 
the preſents which we had brought, and Dilaouaze ad- 
dreſſed her in theſe words ;—Hail, Bedra, to whom ſo 
great a power is given! I come to implore your aſſiſt- 
ance. It will be ncedleſs for me to tell you the errand 
that brings me hither, ſiuce nothing eſcapes your know- 
ledge. 


TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 
Wir Dilnouaze had done ſpeaking, the enchant- 


reis replied, No, no, i is to no purpoſe for you 
to tell me what I know alrcady. Having ſpoke theſe 
words, ſhe went and fe che two phials of glaſs, which 
ſhe carried out of the cave; ſhe placed them upon the 
ground, and caſt into each of them a ring of gold; at 
the ſame time ſhe opened her book, and read ſome 
magic words. While ſhe was performing the charm, | 
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we ſaw fire break out of one of the phials, and out 
of the other a thick black ſmoak, which roſe, and 
ſpreading itſelf through the air, ended in a frighiful 

Peal of thunder. | 
But ſoon all was filent again, and there iſſued nothing 
more out of the phials. Then Bedra took out the rings, 
and putting one upon the finger of Dilnouaze, Go, wo- 
man, ſaid ſhe, abandon thy heart to joy, thy wiſhes are 
accompliſhed—the ring which I giye you, while you 
keep it upon your finger, has the power to give you the 
ſhape and features of any woman you deſire to reſemble, 
You have only to wiſh that you may repreſent what 
virgin or what wife you pleaſe, and on the inſtant you 
will become ſo like her, that you cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
the one from the other. And you, Mocbel, continues 
ſue, turning to me, I will make you a preſent of ihe 
other ring, Which likewiſe has the ſame efficacy to 
change your figure into the real appearance of any man 
you ſhall dekire to Le like. This laid, ſhe put che other 

Iing upon my flager, = 

We returned our thanks to Bedra for theſe ineſtimable 
gifts, and took our leave. We did not wait till our re- 
turn to Damas to experience the virtue of our rings; we 
proved them in the deſart: we wiſhed to reſemble per- 
{ſons whom we knew, and in an inftant we found our- 
ſelves in every thing like them. As ſoon as we were 
come back to Damas, Dilnouaze was not willing her 
ring ſhould remain idle upon her finger; ſhe aſſumed 
the form of the moſt beautiful ladies of the city, to 
proſtitute herſelf to their lovers, and to make gain of 
them. I likewiſe made uſe of my ring for my diver- 
non, and ſometimes for thefts, by appearing now in the 
likeneſs of one man, and at other times in that of another, 
When we had led this kind of lite a ſufficient time at 
Damas, the fancy took us to travel. We left Egypt, 
and wandered from town to town, till we arrived in the 
land of the Naimans; there we came to underftand, that 
a young Princeſs, or rather a child, was on the throne— 
that, in her name, the Vzier Aly*Bin-Haytam governed 
the Rate, and that is authority was abſolute ; that this 
made a great many mal-contents; that there were num- 
bers who wiſhed to fee the Prince Mouafta., uncle Fo 
| 0 
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the Queen, and the late King's brother, return into the 
country, but that it was thought Ne was killed in a battle 
fought in the Mogoliſtan, becauſe from that time no one 
could tell what was become of him. We gave ear to 
theſe diſcourſes ; and Dilnouaze ſaid to me, here is a fine 
occaſion to gain a crown—you need only counterfeit the 
Prince Mouaffac. 

I was eaſily perſuaded to play this part. I informed 
myſelf before-hand of every circumſtance of the battle 
which was fought in the Mogoliftan. I hkewiſe found 
out perſons, who gave me the names of the grandees of 
the kingdom that were the firmeſt friends to Mouaftac. — - 
In a word, when I had learned what I thought proper to 
be kaown, Idid but wiſh myſelf like this Prince, and im- 
mediately I became his very image. I ſhewed myſelf to 
thoſe who, I had been told, were in the intereſt of Mou- 
affac. . They expreſſed their joy to ſee me returned ; and 
I no ſooner told them my deftzn to ſeize upon the throne, . 


er WF than they promiſed to employ for me all the credit they 

had in the country: nor were their promiſes vain. The 
18 | Naimans, who dwell upon the banks of the river Amor, 
e- gained over by their foliciations, began a revolt in my 
de favour, The enemies of the Vizier Aly completed what 
1- WW they began: and the whole kingdom ſoon was up in 
arms. The people likewiſe of Albaſin opened the gates 
re of their city to me; and after proclaiming me King of 
aer WE the Naimans, ſwore obedience to me in all my com- 
ed | mands, For my greater ſecurity, I endeavoured to get 
to 


| the young Queen into my power, and to ſacrifice her to 
of We my ambition; but the Vizier Aly ſaved the life of this 
er- Princeſs, by convey ing her out of che kingdom wich as 
much ſecrecy as diligence. 
In the mean time 1 remained in quiet poſſeſſion of the 
throne, and reigned with an abſolute power. I rewarded f 
all thoſe who Pad contributed to my advancemeat ; 1 | 
gave them the firſt employments, and had I been the true i 
Prince Mouaffac, I had not probably made a better uſe of | 
my authority, TI lived in full content with Dilnouaze, | 
Who, under the features of a beautiful woman, paſſed for 

my Queen. I pretended ſhe was the daughter of a King, 
in whoſe Court I had taken refuge after the battle in 
wach] diſappeared”; and that he had given her to me 
"KJ ia 
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in marriage, to comfort me in my misfortunes. She wa 
lodged in a magnificent apartment in he palace, and at- 
tended by a great number of beautiful ſlaves, who in 
their different capacities, made it their conſtant ſtudy to 
divert her. Our days were all days of pleaſure; when 
now-we learned, Sir, from your Ambaſſadors, that you 
had eſpouſed the Princeſs of the Naimans, and that you 
were reſolved to make war upon me, if I did not give 
up the crown, which I withheld wrongfully from her.— 
returned a haughty anſwer by your ambaſſado rs, as if [ 
had ſet your menaces at nought, but in reality I was ter- 
rified ; and I had no ſooner diſmiſſed your ambaſſadors, 
than I conſulted very ſeriouſly with Dilnouaze, what was 
moſt adviſeable for us to do. 

Perſuaded, after a long deliberation, that we were 
not of equal power to reſiſt you, we determined to give 
you up a throne we could not preſerve; but we en- 
tered upon reſolutions to avenge ourſelves of you and 
of the Princeſs of the Naimans, as if you had done us 
the greateſt injuſtice imaginable ; and now I ſhall in- 
form you of the methods we took to accompliſh our 
vengeance. 


TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 


J HAD recourſe to my ring, continues Mocbel ; I pre. 
tended to be ſick for ſome days, and then, to make 
the people believe me dead, I borrowed the form of 2 
corpic. My funerals were celebrated; and. Dilnouaz? 
came by night and opened the ſepulchre, in which I was 
laid; after which we both of us departed out of Albafin 
in our natural ſhapes. We tock our way to the city 0 
Thebet, where upon our arrival, we ſaw the deputies 
enter which the Naimans ſent to the Queen, your wife, 
to acquaint her with the death of the Prince Mouaffac, 
and to aſſure her they acknowledged her for their lan- 

ful Sovereign. | | 
| Upon 
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Upon chis news you diſmiſſed the army you had raiſed 
reſolving to entruſt the Vizier Aly with the government 
of the country of the Naimans. 

In the mean time Dilnouaze and I got one night into- 
the palace; ſhe under the likeneſs of a young ſlav2 of 
the Queen's, and I under the appearance of one of her 
eunuchs. After this we conveyed ourſelves into your 
apartment, where we found it no difficult matter to exe- 
cute our deſign; for you were already gone to bed, and 
the Queen ſat reading in her cloſet. Dilnouaze took 
upon her the charms of this Princels, and placed herſelf 
in the bed by you. When your lady aroſe to come out 
of her cloſet to you, I preſented myſelf before her under 
the frightful appearance of a phantom : ſhe cried out, and 
I diſappeared. What follows, Sir, you know: and now - 
it only remains that I ſhould inform you why | this day 
borrowed the perſon of your Majeſty,” This morning as 
ſoon as you were gone abroad, .1 came into the caſtle, 
and under the likeneſs of one of your eunuchs, went di- 
rectly into the apartment where you had left Dilnouaze 
in bed. Mocbel, ſaid ſhe to me, put off thy clothes, and 
come under the figure of the King toſupply his place. 1 
did as ſhe deſired; and I was in bed with her when on a 
ſudden J heard the door of the back-ſtairs open, and ſaw 
you enter the chamber. You put yourſelf in a poſturt 
to ſtrike at me, and I eluded the edge of your ſcy meter. 
But Heaven, not willing my crimes ſhould longer go un- 


Sir, I agree that | merit death. And if your Majeſty, 
now you have heard the foul actions which make up * 
hiſtory of my life, repents of the pardon you have given 
me, I will give you my conſent to retract your word, 
and to puniſh a wretch, who acknowledges himſelf un- 
worthy to live. It is true, anſwers the King of Thebet, . 
that I ought to do by thee as I have already done by the 
miſchievous accomplice of thy crimes. I ſhould purge | 
the earth of a monſter like thee; but fiace I have 
given my promiſe to let thee live, I will not break it. 
I will only take from thee thy ring, the fatal inſtru- 
ment of thy wickedneſs ; thou ſhalt no more be able to 
e mankind; and thy decrepid age ſhall be thy pu- 
uhment. 8 

As 
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As the King ſpoke theſe words, he perceived Ruz. 
vanſchad making full ſpeed up to him; and judging, by 
his apparel, that he was a perſon of düſlinction, he 
conſidered him attentively. Ruzvanſchad now join- 
ing him, came off from his horſe, and ſaluting him, ſaid, 
Prince, | bring you agreeable news; the Queen, your 
wife, Princeſs of the Naimans, lives, Notwithſtanding 
her diſhonourable baniſhment from the city of Thebet, 
and all that ſhe has ſuffered from that time, I tell you ſhe 


is not dead; and that you have it in your power to ſee thi 
her again before-night. O heavens ! cries the King of in; 
Thebet, may I believe what I hear? Is it poſhble that . Wa 
my Queen ſhould be {till alive, after the hardſhips ſhe has thi 
undergone! But you, Sir, continues he, addrefling him- Bu 
Felf to the King of China; you who ſeem to be in- elt. 
formed of the wonderful things that havg come to paſs WF thc 
in my Court, tell me, I beſeech you, who you are, and let pli 
me know how far I am obliged to you. I am a ſtranger, is: 
' replied Ruzvanſchad, and at a fitter time | ſhall tell you me 
my name. It is by accident 1 found the Queen; ſhe WF Nc 
has related to me all her ſad adventures; and 1 am not abl 
ignorant of what happened to you this morning—the ſen 
Vizier Aly was my informer; he is at preſent with the vo 
Princeſs in a place whither I promiſed to conduct you, ba. 
Theſe 1idings extremely rejoiced the King of The- Wt anc 
bet—fall of impatience to reviſit his true wife, he went Wl ho 
directly away with Ruzvanſchad, and left the wretched WF | 
Mocbel upon the place, after he had taken from him Jt fee! 
bis ring. Fri 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 


8 ſoon as the two Princes came to the place where 

the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam was with the Queen, 
| the King of Thebet quitted his horſe in haſte, and open- 
ing his arms to receive the Princeſs, who ran tor- 
| ward to embrace him, Madam, ſaid he, what muſt you 
think hereafter of a huſband who has treated you ſo ill? 
But, alas! to what exceſs ſoever I have carried my cru- 
- elty, you ſhould not hate me, ſince in perſecuting you, 1 
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8 thought to haye avenged you of your enemy. Sir, re- 
et plies the Queen, let us forget what is paſt : your error 
r, is a ſufficient excuſe for my ſufferings; and the enchant- 
zu We ment was ſo ſtrong, that your miſtake is pardonable.— 
he No, Madam, replies the King, my miſtake was inexcuſ- 
ot able, and I cannot pardon it to myſelf. Whatſoever re- 
ne ſemblance there might be between you and that accurſed 
he woman, who had borrowed your likeneſs, I ought to 
. [WM Have diſtinguiſhed you by the ſentiments of your heart, 
e- and by your wit, in both of which your phantom came 
nt ; ſhort of you. | 

ed When they had now indulged themſelves in the joy of 


im ſeeing each other again, the Queen demanded of the 
Prince, her huſband, how he came to be undeceived in 
| the lady which he took for his wife. I went, ſays the 

| Ling, by the back-ſtairs into the Queen's apartment; I 
bad no ſooner opened the door, but ſeeing a man in bed 
with my wife, I grew enraged; I drew my ſcymeter, and 
came up to the bed to ſacrifice the lovers, but the man 
made a ſhift to elude my blow, and to gain the back-ſtairs, 
before I ſet myſelf to purſue bim, I was reſolved to rid 
myſelf of a faithleſs wife. She was now got up, and 
| ſiretched out her hands to me for pardon. I was too full 
| of rage to hear her: I ſtruck at her, and cut off one 
| and with a ring upon it. She no ſooner loſt her hand, 
but all her beauty vaniſhed, and I ſaw no other before 
me but a frightful hag, 


* 


Pr ince, 
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Prince, ſaid ſhe to me, by cutting off my hand ya 


have deſtroyed the charm which deluded your eyes Q 
is by the virtue of an enchanted ring that J appeared i he 
the beauty of the Queen; and the man who has noy Ki 
made his eſcape, has taken your reſemblance upa en 
him likewiſe, by the power of ſuch another ring. De-. che 
prive me not of life; I am ſufficiently puniſhed in ſeeing co 
you diſabuſed. O thou foul ſorcereſs, then, ſaid I, c pr. 


hopes are vain; never think to prevail upon my good. 
neſs to ſuffer thee to hve, no, no, thy offence is beyond 
pardon. If thou hadſt injured only me, I might out d 
compaſſion have forgiven thee ; but thou haſt utterly 
broke that ſweet union in which I lived with the Queen; 
thou haſt been the occaſion that I have treated that 
Princeſs fo unworthily, that I have driven her out fron 
my palace, and that ] am never to ſee her more; ſor it 
is impoſſible but, cruſhed beneath her griefs and her mi- 
| ſery, ſhe muſt by this time have ended a wretched lite, 
After theſe words, added the King, I raiſed my ſcyme- T 
ter, and firuck oft the head of the baſe hag. Then wid. 
out delay, I purſued the footſteps of the curſed wretei wor 


who had borrowed my ſhape and lineaments; and i The 
was the will of Heaven that he ſhould nut eſcape my u fron 
reſentment. | Che 


When the King of Thebet had ſatisfied the curioltr anot 
of the Queen thus far, he went on to tell her what ha beg: 
paſſed between Mocbel and him—he related at length ai WW O 
the meaſures by which this wretch and Dilnouaze pte: abou 
ceeded to uſurp the throne of the Naimans, and how af. WW expe 
terwards they were obliged to quit it. The Princes t11, 
and the Vizier Aly heard him with an attention equi that 


to their ſurpriſe. When the King had ended I» office 
ſtory, he turned himſelf towards Ruzvanſchad, and (ai chat 
to him, Noble ſtranger, who have ſo generouſly conti. apart 


buted to the happineſs we now enjoy, what marks d 'Ties \ 
acknowledgment does your heart wiſh I ſhould beſto ff being 
upon you? Speak; demand what you will, and be a WF none 
ſured 1 ſhall grant it. Ruzvanſchad was preparing u be m 
make anſwer to this compliment, when the young Que #5 if 
of Thebet prevented him by ſaying to her huſband, Velo 
perceive you do not know, Sir, that the ſtranger to when 20les 
you addreſs this diſcourſe, is the King cf China. As foot f * 
| 5 : fo 8 4s e lo 
* his pr 
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as the King of Thebet was thus far inſtructed by the 

Queen, he defired Ruzvanſchad to pardon him if he had 
been wanting in the reſpect which was due to him. The 
a King of China interrupted him; and theſe two Princes 
| embraced ſeveral times. This done, they all went toge- 
ther to the palace of the King of T hebet, Ruzvanſchad 
continued there ſome days, and was entertained in a 
princely manner: then, taking leave of his royal hoſts, 
he returned into his own dominions. 


: 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF 
RUZVANSCHAD, bY 
AND OF THE PRINCESS CHEHERISTANY. 


# Woo King of China, being now returned in ſafety to 
his palace again, did not omit to tell his Vizier the 
wonderful adventures of the Queen, and of the King of 
Thebet ; Muezin was aſtoniſhed at it, and took occaſion 
trom thence to repreſent to his maſter once more, that 
Cheheriſtany was probably an enchantreſs, or rather ſuch 
another woman as Dilnouaze ; and Ruzvanſchad now 
began to make no doubt of it. 

One morning, when all the courtiers were aſſembled 
about the palace, and when, according to cuſtom, they 
expected the appearance of their Prince, they were 
| tcl], that no one knew what was become of bim 
that the night before, when he had commanded all his 
otiicers to retire, he fell aſleep upon a ſofa, and that from 
| that hour he was no more to be found, neither in his own 
apartment, nor in any part of the palace, Freſh enqui- 
'Ties were made after him, but all in vain. Several days 
being now paſt without a probability of coming at any 
notice of him, or ſo much as being able to gueſs where 
he might be, all his courtiers began to afflict theraſelves, 
as if they had been rivals in grief; they dyed their faces 
yellow; they gave themſelves up to weeping, and ſtrewed 
roles before the throne. 

Muezin, amongſt the reſt, was not to. be comforted— 

e loved his maſter paſſionately ; and in the height of 
his grief, Ah, my Prince, cried he, in what part of _ 
wo: !: 
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world are you? What ſhall I think of your abſence ? ; 
it poſſible you ſhould have undertaken another journey 
Is it ſome enchantment that takes you from your people} 
Or do you abandon us of your own accord? No; yu 
are too well perſuaded of our zcal and our fidelity, ever 
to be willing to afflict us ſo deeply. There is no doubt 
but we are deprived of you by the pernicious arts of ſome 
enchantreſs, | 
While the Vizier and the reſt of the courtiers gay 
themſelves up to grief, the happy Ruzvanſchad wa 
completing his joys in the iſland of Cheheriſtan, whither 
he had been tranſported by the order of Cheheriſtan). 
The Princeſs, after ſhe was proclaimed Queen, applied 
herſelf to affairs of ſlate, and was wholly taken up tor 
ſome days with the cares of grandeur ; but in a litile 
time, perceiving that ſhe ſtill loved the King of Ching, 
and that ſhe had reaſon to be ſatisfied with his fidelity, 
ſhe at laſt reſolved to perform the promiſe ſhe had made 
him. To this end ſhe cauſed him to be cartied off by: 
genii, who brought him into her own apartment. Ah, 
divine Princeſs, ſays Ruzvanſchad, as ſoon as he ſaw the 
Queen of Cheheriſtan, is it granted me then to ſee you 
once more? Alas, I durſt not flatter myſelf with fc plea- 
ſing a hope! and I feared that you thought of me no 
more. No, Prince, replies Cheheriſtany; abſence does 
not produce the ſame effect upon geniis as upon men; i 
never ſhakes our conflancy. It has not in the leaſt im- 
pres mine, anſwers the King of China; although I an 
ut a man, I am in point of conſtancy equal to any genii. 
Ah, my Queen, purſues he with a ſigh, what an age did 
the time of our ſeparation appear to me! and with whit 
impatience did my eyes long to behold you! Sir, ſay: 
the Princeſs, I am ſatisfied with you; and fince you 
love has borne the trial, I will this very day accompli 
the promiſe I gave you; we will unite ourſelves fer 
ever, 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 


HE King of China made his acknowledgments to 
Cheheriſtany, and ſwore eternal love to her. After 
this, all the chief nobles of the realm and the people 
were aſſembled before the palace by the Queen's order, 
who ſpoke to this purpoſe to them ;—Ye great and ye 
inferior geniis, who hear me ſpeak, as you are engaged 
by an oath to obey me, from the time that you inveſted 
me with the ſovereign power after the death of Me- 
routcher, my father; I do hereby declare, that I will ſoon 
eſpouſe the Prince Ruzvanſchad ; and 1 do tor that rea- 
ſon, order you to reſpect him as your maſter. When ſhe 
bad thus ſpoke, ſhe called him forward, and ſhewed him 
Jo che people. All the genits applauded the choice of 
de Queen; and although the King of China was but a 
man, they made no {cfuple, fo great was their love to 
their Princeſs, to crown him King of Cheheriſtan. 
WE The ceremony of the coronation being over, prepara- 
ins were now making for the marriage; but before it 
vas performed, Cheheriftany ſaid to Ruzvanſchad, Sir, 
$ | mult have you promiſe me one thing. I do not require 
$ this promiſe of you but for our common welfare; but it 
zs ablolutely neceſſary that you ſhould make me ſuch a 
E promiſe, and that you ſhould punQually keep it; for if 
by inadvertency you fail in it, we ſhall both of us be 
| wretched, Well, Madam, I pray you, interrupts the 
King of China, keep me no longer in ſuſpenſe ; let me 
know what it is Jam to promiſe ; you need only ſpeak, 
Im ready to perform what you require. What I ex- 
pect from you, replies the Queen, will be a ſevere trial, 
and 1 fear too great for you. As Iam a genii and you 
| the ſon of Adam, we have different inclinations : we act 
in a different manner from men; we have cur laws and 
our cultoms peculiar to ourſelves. In a word, it is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould live long together, except you 
| blindly comply with me in all things. 
Alas, Madam, ſays Ruzvanſchad, and is this that ſe- 
ere trial which you ſuſpect me to be A ? 
| Have 
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Have a better opinion of us men, or rather of yourſel, 
believe that you will always have an abſolute rule oy 
me, and that I ſhall never have any will but yours. Wel 
then replies, the Princeſs, you give me your promiſe, if | 
happen to do any thing in your fight, which diſplealy 
you that you will be very careful not to blame, nor n 
reprove me for it. Yes, mv Queen, ſaid he, ſo far vil 
be from blaming your action, that I ſwear to-appron 
them all, Lill, throughout my life maintain a con: 
plaiſance for you equal to my love; and you will diſob. 
lige me for ever, if you doubt of me. It is enough, replix 
Cheheriſtany; I will truſt to the faith of your oath ; an 
whirſ9ever I may do before you, I hope you will key 
your thongh's to yourſelf; as to any thing more, fear ny 
that I witl demand an unrerfonable compliance from yay 
The geniis never do any thing that is improper. If, there 
fore, at any time you {ce me do things that to you ſeen 
unreaſonable, ſay within yourſelf, ſhe has her reaſons fr 
acting thus. The King of China having renewed hi 
promiſe that he never would object to any thing whid 
the Princeſs might do, nothing was now thought of bu 
their marriage. 

The Q'-en cauſed Ruzvanſchad to aſcend'a throne d 
gold, and hen feared herſelf by him. All the noble 
ranged themſelves before them, and all the women « 
the Princeſs ranked themſelves on either fide of the 
throne. The nobles paid their duty and homage 
the King, and performed ſome ceremonies © peculiar 1 
beings of their kind. Jn the next place, the peop| 
celefrated the nuptials by feſtivals and rejoicings f 
three days. The King of China, infinitely pleaſed wii 
his good fortune, made it his whole ſtudy to plcaſe th 
Princeſs ; and conſecrating all his hours to paft mes 20 
pleaſures, he for a while loſt even the reinc:ubranced 
China, 

When they now had been a year married, Cheheriftanf 
was brought to bed of a Prince as bright. 45 the ſun, Al 
the geniis made freſh rejoicings, and the King, tal. 
ported to have a ſon by ſo charming a Prigbeſ, ren! 
his thanks to Heaven perpetually for the blefling, He u 
out upon hunting when the news was brought to him" 
He returned back to the palace in all ſpeed to ſee 
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child, which at that time the mother held in her arms 
near a great fire, Ruzvanſchad took the little Prince, and 
after having kiſſed him very gently, for fear of hurtin 
him, he returned him to the Queen, and ſhe immediately 
caſt him into the ſite; when on the inſtant, Oh miracu— 
WT lous ſurpriſe ! the fire and the new- born infant diſap- 
| peared, 
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| FS wonderful accident troubled the King not a 
A jittle; bur how great ſoever his g:icf might be for 
the loſs of his ſon, he bore in mind the promiſe he 
had given to the Queen, He indulged his ſorrows in 
ſilence, and retired into his cloſer, where he wept, ſay- 
ing, Am J not very wretched ? Heaven grants me a ſon; I 
ſee him thrown into the flames by his own mother; and I 
am forbid to blame a deed ſe cruel, Oh mother devoid 
of nature! O cruel—but no more, adds he, correQing 
himſelf: I may offend the Queen, if I ſignify my 
grief to her. Let me reſtrain my ſorrows; and, in- 
ſtead of ſetting my heart againſt a deed ſo ſeem- 
ingly full of horror, let me ſay, and let me prevail 
upon myſelf to think, that the Princeſs does not act wich- 
out reaſon. 

The King therefore ſaid not a word to Cheheriſtany, 
notwithſt nd ing the ſtrong tendency of his heart to 
reproach her with the death of his ſon. In a year more 
ſhe brought a Princeſs. imo the worli, whoſe beauty fur- 
priſed even that of the little Prince. She was named 
Balkis. All the geniis of the iſle did likewiſe cclebrate 
her with feſtivals during three days. lhe King was 
raviſhed with the beauty of his daughter: he was never 
tired with looking upon her. She made him forget the 
Prince of Cheheriſtan; but the joy of this unhappy 
father was of no long duration. Not many days after 
the Queen was brought to- bed, there was ſeen come into 
the palace a great white bitch, with her mouth wide open. 
Cheheriſtany perceiving it, called her, and ſaid, Here, 
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take this little girl and the cradle. Immediately the bit 
ran up to the cradle, took it in her mouth, and wer 
away with it. 

It would be difficult to expreſs how greatly the Kiy 
was troubled at what had happened. Notwithſtandiy 
the complaiſance he had ſworn ro maintain towards h 
Queen, he was now near breaking out into a thouſuy 
harſh and diſobliging terms: he had no other way y 
avoid it, but by reuring, He ſhut himſelf up in hi 
cloſer, where, calling to mind the ſad fate of his ſon, a 
ſtruck with the cruelty he had newly ſeen—Ah, inbunn 
Cheheriſtany! ſaid he, is it thus you treat your om 
children? If the geniis delight in doing actions f 
contrary to nature, let them ceaſe to boaſt of the adyan- 
tages of their kind, 1 abhor their cuſtoms and the 
laws: thoſe of men are far more reaſonable. Bur, fail 
the Queen to me, the geniis never do any thing that | 
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improper ; and if at any time I do what may ihock yu In th 
ſav within yourſelf, ſhe does not a. thus without reich gr 
1... Is not what ſhe has done unreaſonable then ingdon 
Ah, now I compreherd the myſtery, and ſee the cauk hure cc 
of my misfortune! The laws of the geniis, wnhout had of 
doubt, determine, that when they marry with men, lit nd wer 
children by ſuch a marriage ſhould be put to death! vaſt | 
this, to be ſure, is the marie of her extraordinary pt amped 
cedure, O cruel Princeſs! think you then that I can ee, 
devoted thus io your will? No, notwithſtanding all the { all { 
tenderneſs J have for you, it is not polliv.e that I ful da cor 
bear with your barbarous cuſtoms. 3 
Although Ruzvanſchad was forely afflidted with tit * 
loſs of his children, he over-ruled his grief fo far as al nie 
to reprozch the Qeen. But the ifl:ind of Cheheriſ mr 
now became an uncomfortable place io him, and he bre 
ſolved to return to China, Madam, ſays be, one day r aded 
Cheheriſtany, I have a deſire to reviſir the realms Me hut 
China : permit ine to go back to my people, who hut... 
now a long time offered up vows for my return, 9 e liqu 
well, replies Cheheriſtany; I conſent that you Carisfy dr or d 


deſues of your people; and moreovet your preſence j 
neceſſary in your dominions. I know that the Mogol 
are now levying a powerſul army #.,.inſt you ; begode 


to defend your Empire, Though the brayery of * 
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Jojects be great, they will fight better when Ted on by 

a: 1 will not fail to make you a viſit myſelf. This 

a, the called a genii, ſaying to him, Bear the King 

W.\antly back to China. The genii obeyed immediately, 
nd Ruzvanſchad ſoon found himſelf in his own pa- 
ce agaln. 

When Muezin ſaw him, he rejoiced exceedingly: he 
Iroſtrated himſelf before him with his face to the earth, 
nd ſaid to him, Ah, my Lord! Heaven at laſt has heard 

y vows, and you are reſtored to your people. During 
our abſence, | have governed your dominions; your 
bjets, deſpalring of your return, conferred the empire 
pon me; but I now once more behold my Lord and 
yy maſter. Remount your throne, Sir, which your flaye 
as filled too long. The King related to his Vizier all 
at happened to him, and this Miniſter was highly aſto- 
hed. 
In the meantime, the Moguls marched towards China 
th great powers; and now they entered within the 
ingdom, and promiſed to themſelves no leſs than an 
ntire conqueſt, When news was brought te Ruzvanſ- 
had of their march, he aſſembled what troops he could, 
nd went to meet the enemy: he found them poſted on 
vaſt plain, where they wanted for nothing. He en- 
amped at a convenient diſtance from them ; and ſoon 
ere was ſeen arrive a great abundance of proviſions 
Fall forts—particularly quantities of biſcuits, fruits, 
d conſerves, with an infinite number of ſkins filled 
ih wine and other liquors: theſe proviſions were 
aded upon mules and camels, and a Vizier, belonging | 
d Ruzvanſchad, conducted them to the camp. This | 
Imiſter's name was Wely. As he came upon the plain 
ih the proviſions, the Princeſs Cheheriſtany appeared | 
eſore him, accompanied by ſeveral geniis, who un- 
aded- the camels, bruiſed all the biſcuits, overturned 
e Iruits and the conferves, and pierced the ſkins ; in a 1 
Der, they made havock of every thing, and let out all 

e liquors, ſo that they left nothing in a condition to be 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 


ELV was very much aſtoniſhed to ſee the pro- 

viſions thus waſted 3 when the Princeſs ſaid u 
him, Go tell the King that it is the Queen, his wife 
who has committed all this diſorder. Upon this he 
ſpeeded away with his meſſage to the pavilion of Ru. 
vanſchad. Sir, ſays he to him, your army is left with- 
out proviſions. Then he told him all that had ben 
done. The King was highly offended ; even the deal 
of his children, he thought was more excuſable tha 
this action. While he was yet warm with indignation, 
he ſaw the Princeſs appear—Madam, ſays he to her, 
1 can no longer keep filence; you have tempted ny 
Patience too far. You have thrown my ſon into the 


fire, you have given my daughter to a dog, and, bor our lat 
great ſoever my diſpleaſure may have been, I have vit. npire 
held it from you. I have ſmothered my griefs ; but finely, h 
what you have now done is a manifeſt attempt upon MHelity 


life and my glory, I can hold no longer, and I mut 
reproach;you. O moſt ungrateful! is it thus you 1. 
pay my tenderneſs? What is it you (ti te See here 
my army, deprived of proviſions, what will become i 
it? ſay—and what will become of me? No doubt you 
intend that, without fighting, I ſhould fall into the pont 
of my enemies. Is this to be ſupported ? 
Sir, replies the Queen, it had been much better ya 


ken, 
old, tc 
ou ha 
my w 
ne to 
tet. 

aptain 
roviho 


had now again ſtifled your thoughts than to ſuffer then Phet ! 
to break out ſo unſeaſonably ; but fince you have ſpoke, WPrder i 
and that the evil is paſt remedy, bear it as you can; e vic 
were in vain to ſeek out means to prevent the hard fu euere 


which I dread, fince it is already fixed. Ah, weak a The 


imprudent Prince! why have you not been able eln t 
| reſtrain your tongue? Little do you think what that ome or 
fire was to which I delivered your ſon: it was a vi! the | 
and knowing ſalamander, to whom I entruſted the ect: box | 
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ion of the young Prince; and the bitch you ſaw is a 
Wiry, who was willing to take upon her the care of your 
W:ughter, to inſtruct her in every kind of knowledge 
able to a Genii Princeſs. The falamander and the 
Wiry anſwer my expectations, and they breed up the 
rince and his ſiſter in an extraordinary manner: you 
tourſelf ſhall be a witneſs of it this inſtant. Here, my 
uards! continues ſhe, ſpeaking to the genus that at- 
Ended her, {ee that my ſon and daughter be this moment 
Srought hither. Scarce had ſhe ſpoke theſe words, when 
Se Prince of Cheheriſtan and his ſiſter Balkis came into 
e tent of Ruzvanſchad ; but none of the men that were 
en preſent ſaw them, excepting the King. : 
Notwithitanding the ſituation of mind the King of 
hina was in to find his proviſions waſted, he was tran- 
ported with joy when he ſaw his children: he embraced 
em both, one after the other, with ſuch emotions of 
aderneſs as parents only feel. While he was thus 
uſted, Cheheriſtany went on with her diſcourſe. Sir, 
ys ſhe, I muſt now inform you why I overturned your 
roviſions. The King of the Moguls means to put out 
Jour lamp of life, and to reduce under his dominion the 
Wn pirc of China. To compaſs his deſigns more effectu- 
Ily, he bas, with a conſiderable ſum, corrupted the 
delity of Wely : this perfidious Miniſter has under- 
ken, for the reward of an hundred thouſand ſequins of 
old, to deſtroy you and your whole army by poiſon. 
ou having intruſted to him the care of ſupplying the 
my wita proviſions, he has cauſed the biſcuits and the 
ine to be tainted with a poiſon that inſtantly works. its- 
ket. By this contrivance your Generals and your 
aptains would all have periſhed, had not I waſted the 
rovihons. You, perhaps, will not be apt to believe 
hat J fay; but you may eaſily convince yourſelf. 
Prder the Vizier to be called; let him eat a morſel of 
de biſcuits in your preſence, and you will ſee the con- 
cuznce of it, 
The King was troubled at theſe words : he ordered 
Vely to be called; and when this Miniſter came, Go 
me one, ſaid the Prince, and find me out ſome pieces 
| the ſcattered proviſions. There was brought to him 
box of ſweetmeats, which was yet entire, and cloſed 
th the fignet of the Vizier. The King IG: 
dhe 
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the box to be broke open, and bid the traitor eat of ths 
ſweetmeats. Sir ſays Wely, at preſent I have no appe. 
tite ; but when I have, I will eat of them. If you < 
not eat of them this inſtant, replies the Prince, I ſhall 
ſtrike off your head. Then the Vizier, ſeeing that hi 
death was inevitable, choſe rather to obey. He took 
the ſweetmeats; and no ſooner had he taſted of then, 
but he fell down dead in the preſence of all that wen 
in the tent. | 

Sir, ſays the Queen to Ruzvanſchad, you can no longer 
queſtion the treachery of your Vizier, and doubtleſs you 


reſt now perſuaded that the geniis do nothing without 


reaſon. Yes, Madam, replies the King, I own myſelf 
to blame in not religiouſly obſerving the injunction you 
laid upon me. But my fears are not yet over; my ar- 
my remains without proviſions, and they will periſh by 
famine who have eſcaped the poiſon. No, no, ſays the 
Princeſs, your army ſhall not want; they will be abun- 
cantly ſupplied to-morrow ; for this very night you 
ſhall attack your enemies—you ſhall cut them in pieces; 
you ſhall become maſter of their proviſions, and ſhall re- 
turn into your Capital a conqueror 1n triumph. 

As the Queen ſaid, ſo it came to paſs. In the dead 
of the night this Princeſs, with her whole guard of geniis, 
put herſelf at the head of the Chineſe, and poured in 
upon the Moguls with the whole army. After a ſhort 
reſiſtance, they were totally defeated. The geniis and 
the Chineſe made ſo great-a ſlaughter, that it was with 
difficulty the King of the Moguls, who commanded in 
perſon, was able to eſcape. In the morning, when day 
appeared, the whole plain was ſeen ſtrewed with dead 
bodies; and Ruzvanſchad was the better pleaſed will 
this victory, in that he loſt but few of his men. His a. 
my obtained a rich booty ; all the equipages of the Mo- 
guls, as well as their proviſions, which were in great 
abundance, became a prey to the victors. 

Then Cheheriſtany ſaid to the King her huſband, Ser 
where your enemies all lie in the duſt. The war z 
ended, you may return the way you came, and live 1 
your palace undiſturbed. As for me, I am obliged 
leave you: there is a neceſſity we ſhould be ſeparated fot 


ever; you never more will fee me, and J ſhall be deprive 
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of the ſight of you. Ir is your own fault, my deareſt 
prince; why would you not keep the promiſe you had 
given me? Ah, juſt Heaven! cries the Prince, what is 
it I hear ? In the name of Heaven, Madam, think no 
more of your fatal purpoſe; I repent that ever 1 failed 
Fin my word to you. Vouchſafe to pardon me; I pro- 
teſt to you ſolemnly, that henceforward you never ſhall 
have cauſe to blame me. Do what you will, and be 
aſſured that I will be very careful to diſapprove of 
nothing. Your proteſtations are ſuperfluous, ſays the 
Princeſs ; our laws compel me to eſtrange myielf from 
you : the laws of the genii are not to be infringed. — 
Ceaſe your endeavours to ſtay me ;—alas! were it in my 
power to pardon you, I ſhould not be inexorable.— 
Adieu, Prince; farewel for ever, adds ſhe, weeping as 
ſhe ſpoke 3 you loſe at once your children and your wife. 
In vain you will wiſh to behold them more; never mote 
will they _ your eyes. At theſe words ſhe vaniſhed 
from his fight, with the Prince Cheheriftan and the 
| Princeſs Balkis. 


THIRMITE TH. D 


ni 

ith 

in OW great muſt the grief of the King of China 
ay prove, deprived of objects ſo dear to him! it is 
not in the power of words to expreſs it: Had he loſt 
ih the battle, and fallen into the hands of the Moguls, he 
ar- Vould not have been ſo greatly afflicted. He disfigured 
fo- his face, threw earth upon his head, and expreſſed all the 
eat actions of a trantic perion. He took the road to his ca- 


pital with his army; and as ſoon as he entered his 


my affairs to you; govern my empire, act as you think 
proper ; for my part, I am determined to paſs the reſt of 
my days in weeping after my wife and my children, whom 
| have loſt by my own imprudence. I will ſee nobody 
but you; neither do I give you the liberty to talk tome, 
aber upon condition chat you will never trouble me with 
VOL, 1, 1 | any 


OW — 0” 


_— 


palace, he ſaid to Muezin, Vizier, I leave the care of - 


— —— 
2 Aa 


, 
* 
. N 
5 1 \ 
4 
Y ä a 
: : r 
1 1 
11 1 f Z 
1 0 
FE. i: 
. 4 
* 1 
* 
8 
1 i 
141M 
1 — 4 
- * 
11 
1 
. 
: 8 
9 : \ 
” N 
BS + j 
1 
4 15 
4 17 
y \ 
11 * 
: 1 if 
FU 
4 
j 
| 
| 
* 
be 
oh l 
\ i 
S | 
\ 
1 LY 
44 


98 PERSIAN TALES. 


any thing that relates to my kingdom; you ſhall ſpeak of 
nothing to me but of Cheheriſtany and of my children. 
To indulge my forrows ſhall be the only buſineſs of 
my life. 

Ruzvanſchad accordingly ſhut himſelf up in his 
apartment, where no one but Muezin had permiſſion to 
enter. This Miniſter viſited him every day; he took 
care to pleaſe the Prince by indulging him in his grief, 
and hoped that time might wear it away; but, on the 
contrary, it grew upon him daily. The King fell into 
a deep melancholy, and remained. almoſt ten years in a 
languiſhing condition. At laſt, not able to bear up 
longer under his ſorrows, he tell ſick : and he was now 
near dying, when the Queen, appearing full before him 
in his apartment, addreſſed to him the following ſpeech: 
— Prince, I come to put an end to your trouble, and to 
reſtore you to life, which you are upon the point cf 
loſing. Our laws required that, to puniſh your perjury, 
I ſhould-continue ten years in a. ſtate of ſeparation from 
you ; neither was | by them at liberty to return to you 
again, unleſs you had perſevered in your fidelity to me 
during that term of years. For this reaſon it was, when 
1 quitted you, that I had no hopes ever to ſee you again, 
The ſons of Adam, thought I, are not capable of fo laſt- 
ing a conſtancy : I ſhall foon be baniſhed from his re- 
membrance; .I thank Heaven | have been deceived; 
and I now ſee that men can love with conſtancy.— 
Therefore, Prince, am I returned to you, continues ſhe; 
and to complete your joys, you ſhall likewiſe ſee your 
children again. - 

No ſooner had ſhe ſpoke, than the Prince of Cheheril- 
tan and the Princeſs Balkis entered, and preſented them- 
ſelves before Ruzvanſchad, who was raviſhed at the fight 
of them. As he was the fondeſt father, and the moſt 
loving huſband, his heart was-divided by all the tender 
paſſions, which paternal and conjugal affectiops could 
inſpire. His health was renewed in a little time : and 
theſe four perſons lived happily together a great man) 
years. At laſt, after the death of the King and of the 


Queen, the Prince of Cheheriſtan took poſſeſſion of the 


kingdom of China; and the Princeſs Balkis went to reig! 
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In the iſland of Cheheriſtan, till in time ſhe became the 
vife of the great prophet Salomon. | 

When the nurſe of Faruknaz came to the end of thi; 
hiſtory, the women of the Princeſs, who delighted in the 
adventures of the genii, and 1n enchantments, preferred 
it to the ſtory of Aboulcaſem ; but all the others were of 
opinion, and maintained, that the hiſtory of the young 
man of Baſra was more entertaining. For my part, ſays 
Faruknaz, I muſt blame the King of China for not keep- 
ing the promiſe he made to Cheheriſtany, ſince ſhe had 
forewarned him that the genii did nothing Without rea- 
ſon ; this is a plain proof that men are not ſlaves to their 
word. Madam, replies Sutlumemé, there are men who 
will not forfeit their word to preſerve their life, as I thall 
make appear by the hiſtory of Couloufe, and of the beau— 
tiful Dilara, if you will have the patience to hear it.— 
With all my heart, ſays the Princeſs : I fee, likewiſe, that 


all my women take a pleaſure in liſtening to you. Then 
che nurſe began thus :— | 


—— ͤ— 1 — 


THE HISTORY @F COULOUFE, AND OF THE BEAUTIFUL 
DILARA, g 


HERE lived at Damas an elderly merchant, whoſe 
name was Abdallah, who was eſteemed the richeſt 
| among thoſe of his profeſſion. He repented. that he had 
travelled into all parts of the world, and expoſed himſelf 
= LE thouſand dangers to heap up riches, fince he had no 
Wy © dren. However he ſpared no expence to - procure a 
child. He fer his houſe open to the poor, and gave 
der charities daily to the Derviſes, deſiring of them to pray 
1; ber a fon for him. He likewiſe founded hoſpitals and 
and Convent, and built moſques; but it was all to no pur- 
any 1 and Abdallah now deſpaired of ever becoming a 

the arner, vi | 
the He ſent one day for an Indian phyſician to his houſe, 
ion who was in great reputation, He made him fit down to 
bis table; and after having entertained him well, he ſaid 
to him, O DoQor, I have deſired paſſionately theſe many 


F.2 years 
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years to have a ſon. Sir, anſwers the Indian, it is a fi. 


vour which depends on Heaven: nevertheleſs it is na and! 
forbidden to men io endeavour after the means to obtain He 
ii. Do you order me, ſays Abdallah, what I muſt do fur the / 
ir, and | promiſe you to follow your directions. In the „f th 
firſt place, ſay: the phyſician, you muſt purchaſe a youny Wi phy, 
fave that is tall and ftrait as a cypreſs ; let her be of: of 2; 
beautiful countenance, her cheeks plump, and her hip ral 0 
large. In the next place, ſhe muſt have a ſoft agreeable = Ii 
tone of voice, a cheerful look, and a ſprightly converſa. No o 
tion. Laſtly, it will be requiſite that you ſhould baer fabre 
liking to each other. Beſides this, before you have any In a 
intercourſe with this ſlave, it will be neceſſary that vou mer! 
keep yourſelf chaſte ſor forty days, and that your mind H 
be diſengaged from buſineſs ;- during that time, likewiſe, {och 
you muſt eat nothing but the fleſh of a black wether, and coule 
drink old wine. If you keep punctually to the obſervance the 1 
of all theſe things, there is reaſon to hope you may have a 0 
lon, | | chan 
Colo 
— ; mini 
dear! 
| upon 
"THIRTY-FIRST DAY., — 
MN! 
3 accordingly bought a beautiful ſlave: gary 
E he punQually obſerved the orders of the phyſician; i ** 
the proved with child, and he had a ſon by her. The 3 


child was named Coulouſe; and, to celebrate his birth, 
Abdallah aſſembled all his friends to a magnificent ban- 
quet, and beſtowed great charities, ss the earneſt of hi 
thanks to Heaven for the accompliſhment of his vows.— 
Care was taken to educate Couloufe, and new inftructt 
ons were given him from day to day as he grew up-— 
He had variety of maſters, who found him very apt i 
learn under them. He was inſtructed in the Hebren, 
Greek, Turkiſh, and Indian languages, and even raught 
to write them all well, It „as not thought ſufficient de 
make him read the Alcoran, he was likewiſe admitted d 
read the commentators upon it. He knew even. the my 
tical meaning of every thing contained therein: Above 


all, be was well inſtructed in the point of predeſtination 
al 
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and knew all the doubtful as well as all the certain points. 
He was not ſuffered to remain ignorant in the hiſtory of 
the Arabian tribes, the hiſtory of Perſia, and the annals 
of the Kings. Moreover, he learned morality, philoſo- 
phy, phyſic, and aſtronomy. He was not eighteen years 
| of 2ge, when, beſides all theſe things, he knew ſeve- 
| ral others. He was a good poet, and a ſkilful] muſician. 
He was likewiſe a great maſter of bodily exerciſes — 
No one ever drew a bow beyond him, nor managed the 
ſabre and the lance with greater force and more addref:. _ - 
In a word, he became a young man of moſt accompliſhed 
merit. 
How great a ſatisfaction muſt a father receive from 
ſuch a ſon! Abdallah loved him more than his life, and 
could not bear to have him a moment from his ſight. In 
me mean time death, who ſeems to ſingle out the bappieſt 
amongſt men, had now-given a ſummons to this old mer- 
chant. Perceiving himſelf now at the extremity, he made 
Colonſe fit down by his bed, and he employed his laſt 
minutes in giving him wholeſome counſels. Aſter his 
death and the ſolemnizing of his funeral, his fon entered 
upon the poſſeſſion of all his riches ; bur this young man 
had no ſooner got them into his power, than he began 10 
diſſipate what his father had acquired with fo great in- 
duſtry, He built a palace ; he bought beautiful ſlaves; . 
and made choice of ſeveral young men to be the compa- 


_—— — +> 4 Cc = 
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de ons of his riotous life; they diverted themſelves night 
þ and day together: his table was laviſhly ſpread wick 
n. meats and wines of the moſt exquifie kind. Mirth and 
h mufic, feaſting and dancing, was the whole employment 
2 of his life. Thus he lived ſeveral years, as if the ſource 
A. WW of bis pleaſures were inexhauſtible. Nevertheleſs, he 
- WH walled bis whole patrimony, infomuch that he was obliged | 
WW to fel! bis palace and his lives, In a little time more he 
bound himſelf quite reduced to want, which was no ſmall 
gh triumph to his enemics, 

q Then he began to repent of his prodigality, He went 
ball the young men who had contributed to his ruin. — 
yl: My friends, ſays he to them, you have ſeen me in my 
die proſperity; you fee me now in mifery. I apply myſelf 
\n; oon; help me to raiſe myſelf from this Jow condition; 


and ea to mind the offers of ſeryice you have ſo often made 
me 
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n. e at my own table, I make no doubt but you ar 
troubled to fee me reduced ſo low, and will, J hope, re. 
Jieve me in my diſtreſs, Thus did the unhappy Coloufe 
try the gratitude of his friends, and endeavour to ſtit 
them up to his relief; but they were deaf to what he ſaid. 
Some anſwered him, that they were very much concerned 
o fee him in fo deplorable a condition, and acquitted 
themſelves in praying to Heaven to have compaſſion on 
him; others adding cruelty to their ingratitude, turned 
t1 eir backs upon him, and refuſed even to condole with 
him, O faithleſs friends, cried he, your ingratitud 
and hardneſs of heart afflits me deeply; I am juſtly put 
niſhed for my folly in believing that you ever truly loved 

me! | 
The fon of Abdallah, more troubled in his mind, in 
that he had been ſo far miſtaken in the friendſhip of his 
looſe companions, than grieved for the poverty of hi 
condition, reſolved to banith himſelf from Damas, where 
he had fo many witneſſes of his indiſcretion. He ſet out 
for the land of the Keraites, and came to Caracorum, 
where at that time Cabal-Can reigned, He took up hi 
lodging in a public inn; and with the little money he had 
left, he bought himſelf a robe and turban of Indian linen, 
He paſſed whole days in walking about the city; he went 
1ato the market places and the gardens, to obſerve what 
was moſt remarkable; and when night came on, he re 

tired regularly to his inn. 

lle heard one day that the King of che Keraites was 
making preparations for a war; that the two neighbour- 
ing Kings who paid him a large tribute yearly, refuſed i 
continue it; that they had made a league together, and 
that they had already levied forces to reſiſt Cabal- Can, il 
he oltered to come into their territories. When Cou- 
loufe was informed of theſe things, he went to the King 
to offer his ſervice to him; and he employed him in his 
army. This young man ſignalized himſelf in this wat 
by actions which drew upon him the wonder of the fol- 
diers, the eſteem of the officers, and the favour of the 
Prince Mirgehan, ſon to the King of the Keraites. Nei- 
ther did his reputation ſtop here. After the example df 
theſe two neighbouring Kings, other Princes likewiſe, 
who paid tribute, took up arws ; fo that e 
oblige 
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obliged to turn the war now upon theſe new enemies, 
whom he ſoon brought to ſue ſor peace. The ſon 
of Abdallah had, by this means, freſh occaſions to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf by his bravery, which he did in ſo extraor- 
dinary a manner, that Mirgehan was reſolved to have him 
to hin:felf, 

Couloufe ſoon gained the friendſhip of that Prince, who 
daily diſcovering, his good qualities honoured him with 
hi; confidence. In a little time after Cabal-Can died: 
the Prince, his ſon, ſucceeded- him. He was no ſooner 
ſeuled upon the throne,” but he thowered his favours upon 
the ſon of Abdallah, who became his fiffſt favourite, — 
Couloufe now ſeeing his condition altered, and that he 
flouriſhed more than ever, {aid within himſelf, it muſt be 
that the events of human life are determined in Heaven 
from the beginning: When I lived at D- mas amidſt my 
pleaſures, could I ever imagine I ſhould fall into milery ? 
and when I:came to Caracorum, what hopes could | have 
of becoming what Jam? No, no; all'the good and all 
the evil of our lives is independent of ourſelves, and nor 
to be prevemed. Let us live, therefore, after the deſire of 
our hearts, and ſubmit ourſelves w that deſtiny which we 
cannot avoid. 

Thus reaſoned the ſon of Abdallah; and relying upon 
this principle, he followed his inclinations without re- 
ſtraint. One day, as he went out of the palace, he met 
an old woman covered with a veil of Indian linen, which 
was tied with ribbons and fillers of ſilk; ſhe wore a great 
necklace of pearls; the had a ſtiff in her hand, and five 
lives, covered with veils, accompanied her. He came 
| up to the old woman, and afked her if thoſe flaves were to 
be ſold ? Yes, replied ſhꝛe. Upon this he lifted up their 
veils, and {ſaw that the flives were young and beautiful; 
one he thought charming beyond the rett ; Let me buy 
this of you, ſaid he to the old woman, I like her well. — 
No, ſays the, 1 will not recommend her to you; you ap- 
pear to be a perſon of worth and diſtinction; you ſhould 
have one that is more beautiful: I have a great chaice of 
them at home. I have Turkiſh virgins, Greeks, Sclavo- 
nicks, lonians, Etheopians, ſome of China, Armenians, 
and Georgians; I] will bring them all before you, and 
jou ſhall rake which you like moſt, Follow me then, 
continues 
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continues ſhe ; upon which ſhe went forward, and Coy. 
loufe followed after. oe 

As they came before a moſque, the old woman ſaid 9 
him, O young man, attend me here a moment till ] re. 
turn, He waited near an hour, and began to grow in- 
Patient ; but now ſhe appeared with a virgin that carried 
a bundle under her arm; there was in it a veil and the 
upper garment of a woman, with which the old womay 
covered Couloufe, ſaying, Sir, we are perſons of reputa. 
tion, and of a good family; it would not be reputable in 
us to receive a ſtranger. Mother, replies he, you need 
only command me; I am ready to do what you think 
fir. Then he put on the habit, and threw the veil over 
his head, and went along with the old woman, who 
brought him to a place where he had never been before, 
They entered a great houſe, or rather a palace; for every 
thing be c had an air of grandeur. and magni. 
cence. After they had eroſfed over a vaſt court paved 
with green marble, they came into-a hall of a prodigious 
extent, in the middle of which there was a baſon 
of porphyry filled with water, wherein a number 
little ducks ſported ; and it was compaſſed round with 
an aviary, made of golden wires, in which a thou- 
fand birds of different kinds warbled out their variou 
harmony, 


THIRTY-SECOND DAY. 


HILE Co'oufe was wholly taken up in coyſ. 
dering the birds, and a number of other object, 

which contributed to make this hall the moſt entertain» 
ing place imaginable, there came in a young lady, who 
approached the young man with a {mile upon her counte- 
nance. She made him a profound reverence ; and, aiter 
he had ſaluted her, ſhe took him by the hand, ard 
prayed him to ſeat himſelf upon cuſhions of gold bro- 
cade, which lay upon ſofas of the ſame fluff, When he 
was ſeated, ſhe took a handkerchief of the fineſt linen, 
and with her own hands wiped his face and his eyes, and 
a 


young perſon yet more beautiful, and in a richer attire - 
| than any of the reſt, and who ſeemed to be their miſtreſs, 


| ſtars, and fainted, quite overpowered With the ſight of this 
raviſhing object. 


bid you welcome, poor bird, entingled in a ſnare, Cou- 


placed him upon the ſofa; and in the mean time there 
| was ſherbet brought in a golden cup, enriched with 


| ceiving him ſo diſordered, that he was not able to ſpeak 
Ja word. How comes it, ſays the, that you are ſo trou- 


(| clouds your looks, You are not pleaſed wich us; our 


do farther, I beſeech you. You know too well how 


$ and I confeſs I am overcome by them: my ſpirits 
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at the ſame time looked ſo kindly upon him, and gave him 
ſuch bewitching ſmiles and glances, that he was thoroughly 
ſmitten with her, 

He was now determining with himſelf to buy her, 
when another young lady appeared, much &irer than the 
firſt, with yellow trefſes waving in ringlets upon her 
naked ſhoulders. She came up to the fon of Abdallah 
with an engaging air; ſhe took his hand to kiſs, and put 
herſelf in a poſture to waſh his feet in a baſon of gold. — + 
He would not conſent to it; and, ſtruck with the beauty 
of her charms, he raiſed himſelf up with a deſign to 
throw himfelf at her feet, and to hx his choice there; 
but, on a ſudden, he became immoveable, like oge de- 
prived of the uſe of all his ſenſes; for he was ſurpriſed at 
once with the ſight of twenty young damſels, that ſeemed 
to vie with each other in beauty; they accompanied a 


Couloufe imagined he ſaw the moon ſurrounded by the 


All the flaves ran immediately to his aſſiſtance ; and 
having brought him out of his trance, the lady who was 
the occaſion of it, addreſſed herſelf thus to him: Let me 


loufe kiſſed the eirth, and fetched a deep figh. They 
jewels. The lady drank of it, and preſented it to the 
younz man, After this the fat down by him, and per- 


bled? Biniſh this heavineſs and melancholy which over- 


company, I fear, is tireſome to you. Ah! fair creature, 
replies he, caſting a k«nguiſhing look upon her, inſult me 


mach he man muſt ſuffer who beholds your charms ; 


are in a diſorder and confuſtan, which I never felt be- 
fore, Be cheerful, fays the lady, interrupting him, and 
ak that you are come hither to purchaſe a Nave.— 
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Let us fit dowr. to eat, and I hope we ſhall be able to di- 
vert you. | | 

Having ſaid this, ſhe took Coulouſe by the hand, and 
conducted him into a hall, where they fat down, with all 
the other ladies, at a long table, covered with baſkets of 
tantal wood, full of dry ſweet-meats and comfitures of 
mamouny, with tanoury apples and other exquiſite fruits, 


- When they eat, they roſe from table, and there was 


brought in a baſon of pure gold. The ladies waſhed 
their hands with the fineſt kind of paſte of a moſt exqui- 
ſite compoſition, and wiped them with filken towels of a 
roſe- colour; after which they Went into the wine-Cham- 
ber: this was an agreeable withdrawing rcom, adorned 
with ſeveral caſkets of balms, with reſes, and other {weet- 
zmelling flowers, which grew in a border round a marble 
baſon, full of cryſtal water. This baſon ſerved to cocl 
the wine, and gave a freſhneſs tothe flowers, which ren- 
ciered this place a moſt delicious retreat. All the ladies 
invited Couloufe to drink, and likewile drank themſelves, 
inſomuch that the whole company returned into the hall 
warmed with wine. 

There ſome of the ladies began to dance, and others to 
play upon the harp, upon the canoun, or guitar of David, 
upon the argancan organ, and the barbot violin. Bu 
notwithſtanding their great fill upon theſe inſtruments, 
they played nothing comparable to the lady who had 
charmed the ſon of Abdallah. This exquiſite |erſon, 
willing, in her turn, io ſhew her ſkill, took a lute, and 
ſetting it in tune, ſhe played moſt divinely; then order- 
ing a harp to be brcuzht, ſhe played in the Rul in mes: 
ſure; afterwards ſhe tock a viol, and played after the 
meaſure of Iſpaban; and laſtly, expreſſ:d upon à fofc 
{ute the meaſure of Rihaony. In a word, ſhe ran 
through the twelve meaſures in order, and the twenty: 
{our diviſions of muſic. She likewiſe ſung, and the 
enamoured Couloufe was as much ravithed with her 
voice, as wich her manner of playing upon tlie in- 
ſtruments. | 

- He was charmed to ſuch a degree, that not being able 
to contain himſelf any longer, he cried out, My queen, 
vou have quite vanquiſhed and deſtroyed my very reaſon; 
it 3s not poſſible ſor me to reſiſt the tranſports which you 
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W inſpire! ſuffer me to kiſs one of your fair hands, and to 
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throw myſelf at your feet. Having ſpoke thus, this 
paſſionate lover caſt himſelf down like a. diſtracted per- 
jon, and ſeizing upon one of the lady's hands, he kiſſed 
it in raptures. But this lovely perſon offended with his 
boldneſs, caſt him off with.a haughty air, and ſaid to 
him, Whoever thou art, ſtop. thy attempt, and pals not 
the bounds of modeſty. . I am a virgin of quality; 
it is in vain you deſire to poſſeſs me; it never will be 
granted; and you will ſee me no more. At theſe words 
ſhe withdrew, and all the. other ladies followed her e 


ample, 


THIRTY-THIRD DAY. 


THE ſon of Abdallah remained alone in the hall, tor- 
tured with a thouſand different paſſions to find the 
lady diſſatisfied with his conduct, whom he loved to diſ- 
traction. The old woman who brought him hither 
came to him, ſaying, What have you done, young man ? 
Why would you ſuffer your defires to hurry you beyond 
the bounds of reaſon? Notwithſtanding I pretended to 
you, that I had ſlaves here of every nation, you ſhould 
have judged by the magnificence of this houſe, and by the 
manner in which you were received, that you were not. 
under the roof of one who makes a trade of ſelling flayes. 
The lady whom you have offended is the daughter of one 
of the principal men of the Court; you ſhould have be- 
haved yourſelf with a greater reſpect. 
This diſcourſe from the old woman heightened at once 
the love of Couloufe, and the regret he felt for obliging 
the lady to retire by his imprudent tranſports. He was 
extremely caſt down, and deſpaired of ever ſeeing her 
again, when ſhe returned into the hall with the other 
ladies, in a change of habit, and dreſſed out with greater 
care. Seeing the ſon of Abdallah ſorrowful and penſive, 
lhe burit out into a glat2her, I believe ſays the, to 
=D, mat you heertly repent of © your fault, and I 
. let once Parton” sen, upon condnucn Yeu war be 
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more diſcreet for the future, and that you will tell me 
who you are. | : 1 

As there was nothing he defired more than a reconci. 
Hation with this charming perſon he told her without 
heſitation, that his name was Coloufe, and that he was 
the King's favourite. Sir, then, ſaid ſhe, it is now long 


Fince I have known you by reputation, and that I have 


heard you ſpoken of very much to your advantage. [ 
have likewiſe defired to ſee you more than once; and! 
am very much pleaſed to enjoy that ſatisfaction at preſent, 
Let us go on with our dances and our muſic, ſays ſhe, 
zurning herſelf to the other ladies; let us employ our belt 
endeavours to divert our gueſt. All the ladies began 
afreſn to dance, or to play upon inſtruments; and this 
diverſion Jaſted till night, When the day-light had left 
the ſky, there was immediately an infinite number of 
tapers ligthed up; and while ſupper was preparing, the 
young lady and the ſon of Abdallah had leiſure to dil 
courſe together, She put a great many queſitons to him 
concerning Mirgehan, the King, whether this Prince had 
any fine women in his ſeraglio. Yes Madam, replies 
Couloufe, he has flaves of no ordinary beauty; there is 
one of them he loves at preſent, whoſe name is Ghulen- 
dam; He is young, ſhe is well formed; and | ſhould 
think her the moſt beautiful creature in the world, if! 
had never ſeen you: your charms, I confeſs, are far ſupe- 
Tior- to hers, and ſhe 1s nothing to be compared to you. 


This flattering ſpeech pleaſed Dilara not a little, for fo 
was the name of the young lady; ſhe was the daughte 


of Boyruc, a Keraite grandee, who now was abſent from 
Caracorum; Mirgehan had ſent him to Samarcande 
with a compliment to Uſbbec-Can upon his conung to 
the crown of Tartary. So that Dilara, during tie 
abſence of her father, took a pleaſure ſometimes to 
draw in young men to her, only for her diverſion ; for 
when once they began to forget themſelves and lofe their 
yefpet, ſne knew very well how to check their rep- 
Lures. WIE 

She therefore was highly delichied to hear Colout? 
ſay that ſhe was more beautiful than the King's miltreis. 
This raiſed her vanity and her good humour at the fans 
time. While they were at ſupper, ſhe ſaid a thouſard 
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diverting things, and by her wit completed that paſſion 
in the breaſt of her gueſt which her beauty had begun.— 
His wit likewiſe ſhone at table, and added to their mirth. 
Warmed with the fight and with the ſprightlineſs of the 
oung lady, his imagination made a great many very 
pleaſant jallies from time to time. When it was now 
time for him to return, he proſtrated himſelf before 
Dilara, and ſaid to her, Should I remain here an hundred 
years, I ſhould never think myſelf with you but a mo- 
ment ; but however greatly I am charmed with your 
converſation, I muſt be gone, and leave you to your reſt ; 
| to-morrow, if you will grant me your permiſſion, I ſhall 
come again. You have my conſent, replies the lady; 
you nced only place yourſelf in the evening near the gate 
of the moſque, where you were found to-day, and you 
| ſhall be conducted hither again. This ſaid, ſhe ordered a 
purſe to be brought her, interwoven with filk and threads 
| of gold, the work of her own hands, in which there were 
| jewels of a conſiderable value, Here Colouſe, ſays ſhe, 
do not refuſe this little preſent, if you have a mind ever 
to ſee me again. The Jon of Abdallah took the purſe, 
returned his thanks to the lady, and went out of the hall. 
In the court he met the good old woman who opened to 
him the ſtteet gate, and ſhewed him the way which led to 
| the palace. 
| As ſoon as he entered the palace, he retired into his 
| apartment, and went to bed. He employed the remain- 
iog part of the night in running over in bis thoughts 


y every thing he had ſeen that day. He was fo taken vp 
e 5 8 
m ich Dilara, that fleep never cloſed his eyes. He role 
0 early in the morning, and went to preſent himſelf before 
5 tie King. This Prince, who had not ſeen him the day 
5 beſore, and who had often enquired after him, was in 
. pain about him. And whence come you, Coloufe ? 


10 Jays he to him, as ſoon as he ſaw him enter ;——what be- 
ic eme of you yeſterday ? and where did you hide your- 
8 jeſt? Sir, replies the favourite, when your Majeſty ſhall 

know my adventure, you will not be ſurpriſed that you 
bave not ſeen me. Then he related all that had hap- 
peped to him. Is it poſitble, ſays Mirgehan, that this 
fourg lady ſhould be ſo charming as you ſpeak of? you 
talk of her with ſo much warmth and earneſtneſs, that I 
am 
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am apt to think you ſet her in too advantageous z 


light. 


Sir, replies the ſon of Abdallah, far from fla. 


tering her perfections, I give you my word, that ſhe h 
much beyond what I can ſay. Believe me, Sir, i 
Many, the famous painter of China, ſhould undertak 
her picture, he would defpair, and not without reaſon, 
of ever riſing up to her charms, with his pencil. It i 
too much, ſays the King; you have raiſed in me a deſire 
to ſee this lady; and 1 am refolved 1 will go along with 


er. 


ow in the evening, fince you are invited to return to 


Couloufe was uneaſy at the curiofity of the young 
King of the Keraites; he apprehended the conſequence 


of it with regard to his love. 


How is it poſſible, Sit, 


replies he, that I ſhould introduce you to this lady? 
whom ſhall I fay you are? I will difguiſe myſelf, ſay; 
the King, and paſs for your ſlave, by that means I ſhal 
have admittance to you; and I will lie concezled in ſome 
by-place, from whence I ſhall be able to ſee every thing, 
The fon of Abdallah durſt not contradict his maſter, who 
dreſſed himſelf in the habit of a ſlave; and in twilight 
they both went out, and placed themſelves near the gat 


of the moſque, 


They had not flood there long, before 


they ſaw the old woman appear, who ſaid to Coloutt, 
Where was the neceſſity of bringing this ſlave with you! 
you muſt ſend him back again. 


1 


took upon him to reply; My good mother, ſays he, let 


THIRTY-FOURTH DAY. 


HE King was very much mortified when he hear 
the old woman ſpeak thus; upon which Colcuf 


me prevail with you, give this flave leave to follow us: 


This young fellow has wit, and a great many divert 
qualities; he makes verſes off hand, and fings to perkec- 
tion; your lady will not be ill pleaſed to fee him. le 
old woman made no objection; ſo they went on all three; 
Couloufe diſguiſed, as the day before, urder the ue 
gamen 
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garment of a woman, and Mirgehan in the habit of a 
flave. They entered the court, and paſſed on to the hall, 
which they found illuminated with a prodigious number 
of perfumed tapers, that ſcattered light and odours at the 
{ame time. | 
Dilara demanded of the ſon of Abdallah, why he ſuf- 
| fered his ſlave to follow him. Madam, ſays he, I brought 
him on purpoſe to divert you; he is a mimic, a poet, 
and a muſician; and I hope you will not be ill pleaſed 
with him. Since it is ſo ſays ſhe, I bid him welcome.— 
But hark you, friend, adds ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the 


King, behave yourſelf with modeſty and ſubmiſſion, and 


have a care how you fail in your reſpeRs, left you ſhould 
repent of it. The Prince, ſeeing himſelf under a neceſ- 
fity to play the buffoon, gave himſelf a turn to pleaſantry, 
and acquitted himſelf ſo handiomely, that the lady ſaid 
to the favourite, Truly, Couloufe, you have brought us 
| a very witty and a very diverting youth. Methinks I ſee 
| likewiſe ſomething of a noble and gallant air in his man- 
ners; he muſt be our cup-bearer this night; I have taken 
a liking to him. Since he has the good fortune to 
pleaſe you, replies the favourite, he is no longer mine; 
take him, Madam, to yourſelf. Caltapan, ſays he to the 
| King, I am no longer your maſter ; there ſtands your 
| miſtreſs. At theſe words the King came up to the lady, 
| and kifling her hand, ſaid, Madam, I am now your ſlave, 
and 1 feel myſelf already diſpoſed to ſerve you with great 
zeal. . 

She accepted Mirgehan for her ſlave: And, Sir, faid 
ſhe to Coloufe, I look upon this young fellow as bclong- 
ing henceforward to me; but give me leave to depoſit 
him in your hands; he ſhall live with you, and you ſhall 
ning him to me as often as you come yourſelf. I cannot 


earl Bi kecp him in my honſe, becauſe he is known to be your 
out I dave; the whole world knows him ſor ſuch: if, therc- 
e fore, he were ſeen to come from your ſervice to mine, it 
might give occaſion to malicious whiſpers, of which I 
ung cannot be too cautious. Aſter they had ſpun out their 


converſation to ſome length, Coulouie and Dilara fat 
a down to ſupper, and the King ſtood before them to wan. 
As this Prince went on to divert the lady with a thouſand 
idiculous and Ficaſant things, ſhe ſald to che favourite, 
Sir, 
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Sir, give this youth leave to eat and drink with us. Ma. 
dam, replies Colcufe, he does not uſe to fit at table with 
me. Be not fo rigid, ſays the lady, let him drink wit 


us, that he may love us the more, Set yourſelf at table 


then, Caltapan, ſays the fon of Abdallah, fince. it is the 
lady's pleaſure you ſhould do it. 

The counterfeit ſlave did not ſtay to be commande! 
twice; he ſat down between Couloufe and the lovely 
daughter of Boyruc. He eat; and when wine wi 
brought, the lady filled a cup to the brim, and preſentel 
it to him; here, Caltapan, ſays ſhe, drink this brimmer 
to my health. Ile took the cup, and firſt kiſling the 
hand that preſented it to him, he drank it off. After this 
wine was filled about; and the fair Dilara encouraged the 
jollity of her gueſts by her own example. She took up: 
golden cup quite full ard addrefling herſelf to the fon a 
Abdallah, Couloufe, ſaid ſhe to him, I drink to your incl. 
nations, to the charming Ghulendam, the favourite of the 
King. Madam, replies Coulouſe, bluſhing, Heaven for. 
bid that 1 ſhould ever have the boldneſs to lift up ny 
thoughts to the miſtreſs of my Prince ; 1 have too great 
a reſpect for him to——Ho, interrupts him the lach 
ſmiling, you affect to be diſcreet: J remember very wel 
that yeſterday you ſpoke to me of Ghulendam in ſo pi{- 
ſionate a manner, that you ſeemed charmed with her;! 
dare ſay you love her: confeſs frarkly to us, that you 
are not her averſion ; and that ſometimes you divert yout- 
ſelves together as we do now. Conloufe foreſaw the 
conſequence of theſe words, and was troubled. TI be 
ſeech you, Madam, ſays he, rally me no longer vpon thi 
ſubject; JI never had the leaſt converſation in private will 
that lady. | 

The confuſion he was in redoubled the laughter 0 
Dilara. Inſtead of aſſuming a ſerious countenance, ie 
went on; you ſhould tell us your adventures. Caltap" 
adds ſhe, looking upon the counterfeit flave, tell i 
maſter to put a liiile more confidence in us. Come, Si- 
ſays the King, comply with the lady's requeſt, when fit 
entreats you with ſo good a grace; relate to her the ie 
and progreſs of your loves; inform her how far you hai 
prevailed upon Ghulendam ; and tell her after what mas- 
ner you both of you deceive the King. Madam, por 
7 
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he, turning towards Dilara, I am as curious to hear thoſe 
things as you can be; for, notwithſtanding that 1 pretend 
to keep a ſecret as well as any man, I proteſt to you that 
this gentleman has always concealed his paſſion for the 
favourite lady from me, 

Couloufe was quite diſconcerted with what Mirgehan 
| ſaid, and ſaw plainly that the raillery of Dilara made 
evil impreſſions upon the mind of the Prince. In the 
mean time they continued all three to drink; and the King, 
inſenſibly warmed with the wine, forgot the perſonage 
he had undertaken to maintain. My princefs, ſaid he 10 
the lady, ſing me now, I befeech you, a pleaſant ſong, 
for I am told you fing charmingly. Though he ſpoke 
this with great familiarity, the daughter of Boyruc was ſo 
far from being offended, that ſhe burſt out into laughter: 
| With all my heart, ſaid ſhe, my dear Caltapan; there is 
| nothing that I would not do for you, Immediately ſhe 
called for her Jute ready tuned, and played an excellent 
air in the Yrac meaſure, which ſhe accompanied with her 
voice; then, taking a tabor in her hand, the ſung an air 
in the Bouſelic meaſure, 

The King, who never heard ſuch finging before, nor 
the lute nor the tabor ſo ſkilfully managed, was all in 
raptures; and, quite forgetting that he was to paſs for a 
| ſlave, I am enchanted with you, Madam, cries he: 

and, notwithſtanding the wonders which Couloufe related 
| of you to me, 1 find he came far ſhort of the truth. The 
ſon of Abdallah made ſigns to him to recolle& himſelf, 
but it was to no purpoſe. No, purſues the Prince, Iſaac 
Mouſeli, my muſician, whoſe voice is fo much admired, 
| lings not half ſo agreeably as you. Dilara, perceiving at 
theſe words that it was the King ſhe had all this while 
taken for a flave, roſe up from her place in hafte, and 
ren for a veil to cover her face. Alas, ſays ſhe in a 
whiſper to her woman, we are utterly ruined ; this is no 
ſlave that came here with Couloufe, it is the King him- 
ſell. When the had given them to underſtand this, ſhe 
haſtened back to Mirgehan, not daring to fit down before 
him, Pray, Madam, ſays the Prince, be ſeated, it is my 
duty rather to ſtand in your preſence, Am 1 not your 
lave? I thould not have ſat down myſelf, if you, who 

are 
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are my ſovereign miſtreſs, had not laid your command 


288 Es | the 
t theſe words the daughter of Boyruc bega rats 
Ah! great Monarch, . ſhe, — berſelf — hos 
feet, I humbly ſupplicare your Majeſty to have com l * 
fion upon me. Jam a young virgin void of ee. | | had 
you have been a witneſs to my folly ;. vouchſaſe, I 0 KK 
feech you, to pardon it. The King raiſed the lad br on 
gave her comfort; be told her ro fear nothing 3 ſo t 
. ſhe was. She ſatisfied his curioſity; after whic min 
— our of che hauſe wich Couloule, and regained hi oy 
| | drat 
. laſte 
in tl 
THIRTY-FiPTH DAY: Hy 
: 
TLARA meant no more than to rally Coulouſe abou Wi 8 ; 
Ghulendam; but the conſequences of her pl=afaniry ii : 
proved far otherwiſe than ſlie could have imagined, fork 
Mirgehan ſuſpected that there was love between his ft wit 
vouri:e miſtreſs and the ſon of Abdallah; and he doubtel a 
not, but they taſted the ſweets of their paſſion, even in hv — 
own palace, without any regard to che duty which the __ 
owed him. He had it in his power, by ſetting watchful EP 
eyes over each of them, to be ſoon convinced how ground: 4 
leſs his ſuſpicions were. But he was one of thoſe men, 
who give ear to nothing but their jealouſy ; and who, Vb: 4 
delivering themſelves over to the firſt impreſſions they Ml... 
celve, think any farther evidence to be needleſs; foi oy 
this reaſon, without ever examining into the truth ol hi l 
cor :Qures, he ſent: the very next morning to acqua be 
Couloufe, that he forbid him to appear any more before 4 5 
him; and that his will was, he ſhould that very Gf * 
lea ve Caracorum. i meg 
Ihe favourite, though he ſaw into the cauſe of his di 1 
grace, yet, . having nothing to reproach himſelf with, di bis 
not doubt but to make his innocence appear, if he ha . 
only an opportunity given him to ſpeak ; but he woul T 
e. = much as endeavour after the means of juſtifyi table 
imſelf. He bore his diſgrace like a man; be obeſe fore | 


11d 


E S:marcande. 
had happened. 


kind which he had undergone ; and, beſides, he looked 
E upon the accidents of this life, as thing: inevitable— 


| to every fortune that might attend his life, 
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the order of tne King; and joining in with a great cara- 
van that was going for Tartary, he arrived with it at 
As no one knew how to bear ill-fortune 
better than himſelf, he was no way caſt down with what 
This was not the firſt trial in this 


ſo that nothing was able to ſhake the ſteadineſs of hig 


mind. 


He continued therefore at Samarcande wholly reſigned 


He eat and 
drank well, and diverted himſelf as long as his money 


E laſted ; and when that failed, he went and placed himſelf 
in the corner of a moſque. + The prieſts diſcourſed him 
| upon his religion; and finding him very knowing, they 
ordered him a regular charity of two loaves and one pot 
of water every day, upon which he lived very contented- 
| ly. It came to paſs one day, that a very confiderable 


merchant, named Mouzaffer came into this moſque to pray; 


be happened to caſt his eyes upon Couloufe, and calling 
him, Young man, faid he, whence are you, and what has 
brought you into this city? Sir, replies the ſon of Ab- 
dalla, I am of a good family in Damas. 


1 had a deſire 
to travel; I came into Tartary; and within a few leagues 


| of Samarcande, I met with robbers, who killed my ſer- 


vants, and deſpoiled me of all J had. 
Mouziffer believed Couloufe as he ſpoke, and ſaid to 
him, Be comforted ; there are always ſome happy adven- 


F tures interwoven with the unfortunate ones: you may 
perhaps find here what will ſer your mind at eaſe; riſe, 
and follow me to my houſe. 


The ſon of Abdallah did as 
be was ordered; and when he entered the houſe, he 
thought the merchant muſt be a very rich man ; he could 
Judge no otherwiſe from a vaſt magazine of the moſt va- 
luable ſtuffs from the coſtly furniture, and from the great 
number of ſervants which he ſaw, Neither did he err in 
his pw, for Mouzaffer was a perſon of conſiderable 
wealth. 

The merchant made Couloufe fit down with him at his 
able, aud immediately ordered ſome ſherbet to be ſer be- 
lore him; after which they were ſerved with jellies and 
he moſt nouriſhing kinds of meats. When dinner was 
over, 
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over, they converſed together ſome time, and then Moy. 

zaffer ſent him away with preſents: | 
The day following the merchant returns to the ſame 

moſque; he accoſts the fon of Abdallah, brings hin 


home with him again, and treats him as he had done the 


day before, There happened to be a doctor there at the 
ſame time, whoſe name was Laniſchemend. After din. 


ner he took Couloufe apart, and ſpoke to the ſollowin 


purpoſe -—Young ſtranger, the wealthy Mouzaffer, the 
maſter of this houſe, has buſineſs of importance for you; 
a buſineſs which demands a fpeedy execution, and which 
onght to be agreeable to you in your preſent circumſlance, 
I muſt inform you, that he has an only fon, whoſe name 
is Taher; he is a young man of a very violent temper.— 
This Teber has lately married the daughter of a great 
Lord, who is a foreigner. The huſband, in a fit of pi 
ſian, has treated his wife with bitterneſs: ſhe has an- 
ſwered all his anger with words of haughtineſs and col. 
tempt: this has ſo far provoked Taher, that he has put 
her away. Soon aſter he repented of it; for the is a very 
beautiful young lady, and he loves her-pafſionarely ; but 


our laws do not ſuffer him to take her again before an- 


other has married her, and divorced her. For this res. 
fon, Mouzaffer wiſhes you would marry her to day, and 
paſs the night with her, and in the morning pur her away; 
he will make you a preſent of fifty ſequins of gold, Will 
you not oblige him in this? With all my heart, replies 
Couloufe; I find myſelf very much diſpoſed to do hin 
ſuch a ſervice. He has made me fo welcome, that I can 
refuſe him nothing; and beſides, I do not find any aver 
ſion in myſelf to what he propofes. I dare believe 500 
anſwers Daniſcheinend ; there are a great many in thi 
city who would think themſelves very happy to be choſen 
for Hul!as upon this occaſion, without a bribe of fifty ſe 
quins, for Taher's wife is a finiſhed beauty; ſhe is tall and 
ſtrait as a cyprus; her ſace is round, her eyebrows fnef 
parted, and reſembling two bows ; and the glances of het 
eyes are {o many fatal arrows ſhot from them : the ſnow! 
not whiter than her ſkin ; and her little ruddy mouth! 
like a roſe-bud, by 
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OU may believe, therefore, continues Daniſche- 

mend, that there would be no want ſor Hullas in 
Samarcande; but we deſire he ſhould be a ſtranger; be- 
cauſe theſe ſort of things ought to be ttanſacted with all 
imiginable ſecrecy ; therefore it is Mouzaffer has fixed 
his choice upon you. IT am Nayb, and conſequently in- 
| veſted with a power of marrying you to this charming 
lady, this compoſition of all perfeQtions ; and this very 
moment, if you have a mind, you ſhall poſſeſs her, 1 
rexdily conſent, replies the fon of Abdallah; you may 
imagine, from what you have faid of her, that I already 
wiſh I had eſpouſed her, Yes, fays the Nayb ; but you 
muſt promiſe to put her” away to-morrow morning, and 
to depart immediately from Samarcande with the reward 
which has been offered you. The family of Seigneur 
Mouzaffer will not be ſatisfied that you ſhould remain 
in the city after this adventure. I will not continue here 
long, enſwers Coulouſe; and, if my promiſe be 
not ſufficient, 1 ſwear, that to-morrow in the morning, 
| will divorce the lady, whom you ſhall oblize me 10 
marry. 
When he had made this oath, the deputy of the Cady 
ver Wi nformed Mouzaffer, that the young ſtranger was ready to 
on, terre as Hulla: He accepts, ſays he, of the conditions, 
ns Wi vinich I propoſed to him in your name; there is nothing 
ole Wow more 10 be done, but to marry him to your daugh- 
be. er. in- law, Mouzaffer immediately upon this, called 
and or his fon T'aher, end the reſt of the family, and the 
Nayb, in their preſence, married Couloufe without let- 
net iting bim ſee the lady; becauſe Taher defired it might be 
v Vo. It was likewiſe determined, that the Hulla ſhould 
paſs the night with her in the dark, that not having ſeen 
ber, he might in the morning be che more willing to put 
ber away. 


In 
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In the mean time the night came on, and Coulouſe 
was brought into the bridal chamber, and left there in the 
dark with the lady, who was laid in a bed of gold bry. 
cade ; he faſtened the door, put off his clothes, and {| 
a bout for the bed; when finding it, he laid himſelf down 
by his wife. Her fears and apprehenſions gave her ng 
ſmall diſquiet, when ſhe found herſelf going to be deli. 


vered up to the careſſes of a man whoſe face ſhe had na | 


ſeen : ſhe had formed to herſelf a frigh ful image of him, 
knowing very well that the Hullas are uſually choſen ou 
of the pooreſt wretches that chance preſents, On the 
other hand, Couloufe was very uneaſy that he could not 
have the ſatisfaction to ſee the lady, whoſe beauty Dani. 
chemend had ſo much recommended, to him by his laviſh 
praiſes. Madam, ſaid he to the lady, how favourable 
ſoever this night may be to me, my joys I find are like to 
prove imperfect. My "impatience for the fight of your 
charms grows upon me every moment. I have formed to 
myſelf ſo bright an image of your beauty, and | fo paſ. 
fionately deſire ro behold ir, that I know not whether it 
be not as great a torment to poſſeſs you without the ſight 
of you, as it would be to ſee you without the hopes of 
ever poſſeſſing you. However, I muſt of neceſſity yield 
you up to-morrow. Since my happineſs, alas! is to be 
{o tranſitory, it ſhould at leaſt have been complete in every 
other reſpect. | 

When he had ſpoken theſe words, he continued filent, 
expecting the lady ſhould reply. He was ſurpriſed 
when, inſtead of anſwering to his diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid t0 
him, O you, whom Taher has choſen to re-eſtabliſh that 
union which the violence of his nature has overthrown; 
whoever you are, reveal yourſelf to me. Methinks my 
ears are not unacquainted with the ſound of your voice; 
and I am moved as you ſpeak. Couloufe ſtarred at theſe 
words: Madam, rejoins he, inform me then of you! 
family; for the ſound of your voice likewiſe trouble 
my ſenſes; J imagine IJ hear a Keraite lady whom | 
ſhould know. Gracious Heaven, can you be-, 
adds he, correQing himſelf, it is not poſſible that yol 
ſhould be the daughter of Boyruc. Ah! Coulout, 


cried the lady on the inſtant, 1s it you that ſpeak to me | | 
| 
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W: is 1, my queen, ſaid he; it js Couloufe himſelf, who 
W-nnot yet believe that he hears Dilara. Reſt aſſured of 
„ replies ſhe: I am that unfortunate Dilara, who en- 
ertained you and the King Mirgehan ; and who, by 
Inprudent diſcourſe, rendered you ſuſpeQed to that 
Prince: Jam that perſon whom you ſhould regard as 
Pour greateſt enemy, fince I have wholly been the cauſe 
your diſgrace. Ceaſe, Madam, fays the ſon of Abdal- 
Wh, ceaſe to impute it to yourſelf: it was the decree of 
even it ſhould be ſo; and very far from accuſing the 
gour of my deſtiny, I thank my ſtars, who by that ac- 
lent, have conducted me to ſo great happineſs. Bur, 
air Dilara, continues he, how comes the daughter of 
Poyrue to be the wife of Taher? J ſhall inform you, ſays 
he, of every particular. 
My father, during his embaſſy at Samarcande, lodged 
ith Mouzaffer, whom he had known long ago. They 
o agreed upon this marriage; and Boyrue, when he 
eturred to Caracorum, ſent me to Samarcande with a 
rge retinue, I obeyed my father, much againſt my 
clinations, which were pre-engaged to you, I will 
ow confeſs it, my dear Couloufe, that I loved you, 
pough I concealed my paſſion from you. And I eall 
eaven to witneſs for me, that your diſgrace has coſt 
en We many tears. My marriage with Taher could not ba- 
ſh you from my remembrance. © This brutal huſband, 


ent, ho beſides was not agreeable in his perſon, contributed 
del WP fix you deeper in my heart; and, as if J had foreſeen 
4 10 Wit love or fortune would bring us together, I never was 


tout hopes of ſeeing you again. But my happineſs 
piſſes even my expectations, fince in the huſbind, that 
impoſed upon me, I find my lover. O ſurprifing hap- 
neſs! ſcarce am I able to believe it. 
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HAT ſhe ſaid cleared up all the doubts of Con. op 

loufe, and convinced him that he was now wil BR >, 

the daughter of Boyrue. Fair Dilara, cries he, tral er 
ported with joy and love at once, what a happy turn « 51 
fortune! by what unaccountable chain of events am | - 1 
ratihed to the height of my deſires ! is it you then whon r 
J have been hired to wed ? you, whoſe charming ing xy 
is ſtamped upon my heart! you, whom I defpaired d yi 
ever ſeeing more! Oh, my princeſs, if you have indeel if of N 
pitied the ſon of Abdallah, if my diſgrace has coſt jo you 
ſome tears, join with me to improve the preſent momem WM the 1: 
and turn them all to ecſtacy and joy. How could it e and u 
ter into the heart of man to imagine, when the King d do dif 
the Keraites baniſhed me his Court, that Heaven brougit his pi 
that affl ction upon me, ouly in order to render me te raſh ; 
happieſt of mankind ? for m 
Dilara was not inſenſible to all the tender expreſian my 1 


which broke from the heart of Couloufe. The wü zm ne 
night was waſted in repeating to each other their muul take; 
happineſs upon this unexpected meeting z and their fouliſ "tall n 
overflowed in the moſt paſſionate language: even no, 
when one of Mouzaffer's ſlaves knocked boldly at the the rej 


door of their chamber, crying out aloud, Come, com hom 
Seigneur Hulla, be pleaſed to rife, it is broad day, tht them) 
ſon of Abdallah made no reply at firſt to the ſlave, bt What, 
went on in his diſcourſe to the daughter of Boyruc. Bu lave al 
his joys ſoon began to ſlacken, and all the tender trat nan ye 
ports of his ſoul ſunk into ſadneſs; My queen, fays bt, * yo 
What is it we have heard? muſt we then ſo ſoon be tor 7855 | 

» | 


aſunder ! Mouxaffer, impatient to ſee you reſtored to bi 
tamily, counts every minute of the divorce which keet 
you out; and his fon, juſtly jealous of my happinel 
cannot bear it ſhould continue; the ſun, likewiſe, as 
he conſpired with- my enemies, ſcems to have haſten 
his return. Scarce, alas! do I perceive that I have found 
you, when ] am obliged to loſe you again, notwithſtad i v0 2 
| 1 


* . IR 
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ing the marriage ties which hold us; for I have promiſed, 
nay I have ſworn to put you away. And can you, in- 
terrupts the lady, think of keeping. ſuch a fatal oath ? 
Did you know, when you made it, that it was me you 
promiſed to renounce ? you are not bound to ſtand to a 
CE raſh promiſe 3 and in caſe you: were, for Dilara would 
you not pay the price of one perjury ? Ah, Couloufe, 
adds ſhe, weeping, you love me not, if you can ſuffer the 
imaginary honour of keeping a promiſe, at once injurious? 
to love and reaſon, to weigh in the balance againſt the 
poſſeſſion of me. But, Madam, replies he, is it in my 
power to preſerve you to myſelf ? ſuppoſe I ſhould vio- 
late my oath, think you that a ſtranger. without friends, 
vichout money, can ſtand againſt the intereſt and power 
of Mouzaffer? Yes, anſwers the daughter of the Boyruc, 
you may do it. Deſpiſe his threats reject his offers; 
the laws are on your ſide. If you are a man of a firm 
and unſhaken mind, you will render all endeavours vain 
todiſunite us. Well, my princeſs, ſaid he, urged on by 
his paſſion, you-ſhall be ſatisfied. My oath indeed was 
raſh; and J am at laſt convinced that it will be impoſſible 
for me to keep it, without giving up che only comfort of 
my life. Say no more; I will not put you away, ſince I 
am not bound to do it. This is the reſolution which T' 
take; not Mouzaffer, nor the united force of all mankind, 
all make me quit my purpoſe. | 

While he gave theſe aſſurances to his wife, and fixed 
the reſolutions of his heart within himſelf, Taher, (to 
whom the night appeared much longer than it did to 
them) knocked himſelf at the door of their chamber. 
What, hoa! Hulla, cries he, the day is far ſpent; you 
have already been told to riſe; you give us more trouble 
than you need: we have expected you long fince to re- 
turn your our thanks, and to count out to you the money 
which was promiſed. Put on your cloathes with all 
ſpeed, that we may make an end of this affair; the de- 
uty of the Cady will be here ina moment. Couloufe 
ole immediately, put on his garments, and opened the 
oor to Taher, who ordered him to be conducted to the 
bach, and io be attended by a Greek flave. When the 
on of Abdallah came out of the bath, the flave gave him 
ne linen, and a very handſome robe; then he led him 
FOL. I. - G into 
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into 2 hall, where . found Mouzaffer with his fon 


and Daniſchemend. They all ſaluted. the Hulla, who WW | ſhall 

made them a profound reverence, They defired hin ”” ſel 

| to fit down with them at the table; and, amongſt other —_ 

4 -. diſhes, they were ſerved with ſoups made of the juice of ; ont 

; mutton. * g 5 

| After the repaſt, Daniſchemend took Coloufe apart, Rong 
N and giving him the ſequins of gold with a rich turban 1471 
neatly packed up; Here, young man, ſaid he to him, 

ſee what Signeur Mouzaffer gives you; he likewiſe WM a | 

1 thanks you for the ſervice you have done him, and de- 18 

1 fires you will not ſtay any longer at Samarcande ; there. age 

fore put away your wife, go out from this city, and if Mio 

| | any one aſks of you, haſt thou ſeen the camel? anſwer che «; 

| _ | 8 Mouz 

. | | thoup 

| — Shoul 
1 them 

5 vain; 

1 " "THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. = 
| HE Nayb imagined that the Hulla could not but Wi en 
| have a deep ſenſe of the civilities of Mouzaffer, aud bs pi 
| expected to hear him eloquent in his gratitude from the BF 1-. [ 

| fulneſs of his heart, which made him the more ſurpriſed WE _ 
i at his anſwer. I thought, replied Couloufe, caſting WWW... 
; away the packet and the ſequins, that juſtice, probity, lade 
and religion flouriſhed at Samarcande, eſpecially fron WM «. : Y 

the time that the crown of Tartary deſcended to Uſbec- +/ h- 

Can; but I find I have been deceived, or rather that the ba. 

King himſelf is not rightly informed; he knows not that 28 8. 

it is the practiſe to abuſe ſtrangers in the very city where to ab 

he reſides. Let any man judge of my caſe; I come u miſes 


Samarcande ; a merchant addreſſes himſelf to me; he in- 
vites me to dine with him; makes me welcome; engages 
me in marriage with a lady according to the laws: I enter 
into the engagement in good earneſt, and with all the fin- 
cerity and frankneſs imaginable ; and after I have ſo- 
lemnly taken the lady to be my wife, I am required 10 
put her away! Ceaſe, Seigneur Nayb, ceaſe importuning 
of me to do an action ſo unbecoming a man of — 3 
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I ſhall not fail to cover my head with duſt, and proſtrate 


| myſelf at the feet of Uſbec-Can; and we ſhall ſee his 

| determination in this affair. 
Upon this the duputy of the Cady took Mouzaffer 

aſide, and ſaid to him: it was your advice to take this 
ſtranger for a Hulla; you could not have pitched upon a 
more improper perſon; he refuſes to put away his wife. 
But I perceive the man is ſhiftleſs, and knows not which 
way to diſpoſe of himſelf, and would, I believe, fain draw 

| ſome conſiderable gratification from you. If that be his 
aim, ſays Mouzafter, he ſhall have no reaſon to go away 
diſſatisfied; carry him a hundred ſequins of gold, and let 
him depart from this city with all the diligence and all 

| the ſecrecy that I require of him. No, no, Seigneur 

| Mouzaffer, cries Couloufe, overhearing what they ſaid, 

| though you double the ſum, it will be to no purpoſe: 
should you offer me ten thouſand ſequins, and add to 
them the richeſt ſtuffs in your . it would be in 
vain; I will not break the ſolemn contract I have made. 

| Young man, then ſaid Daniſchemend to him, you do not 
act prudently in this affair; let me adviſe you to accept 
of the hundred ſequins of gold, and to put away your 

$ wife without farther delay; for if you bring yourſelf 
under the neceflity 0: having this adventure made pub- 
hi, I give you my word you will repent it. Your me- 
naces, replies the ſon of Abdallah, have no effect upon 
me; you can never oblige me to ſepafate myſelf from a 
lady, who is mine by the laws. I have heard too much, 


be had with pain contained himſelf thus long. Let us 
bring this wretch before the Cady, and have Fim treated 
as he deſerves. We ſhall foon ſee whether it be allowed 
to abuſe perſons of eredit and reputation by falſe pro- 
miſes. Daniſchemend and Mouzaffer tried once more to 
perſuade the Hulla to comply of himſelf with their de- 
lires ; but finding their inſtances ineffectual, they carried 
him before the Cady. | 

They informed this magiſtrate of what had paſied ; and 
upon their information, the Cady fixing his eyes upon 
Couloufe, ſpoke to him in theſe words: Young ſtranger, 

whom nobody knows within this city, and who were 
F ecuced to live in a moſque upon the alms which our 
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W lays the impetuous Taher, interrupting them here, after 
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prieſts gave you daily; are you ſo void of ſenſe and res. 
ſon, as to imagine you ſhall poſſeſs in quiet a lady who 
was the wife of Taher? Shall the ſon of the wealthieſt 
merchant of Samarcande ſee the wife he loves, and whom 
he is deſirous to take again, ſhall he ſee her in the arm 
of a wretch, whoſe ſmalleſt crime perhaps is the meanneſ 
of his birth? Turn thy eyes upon thyſelf, and judge 
thyſelf impartially. Thy condition is by no means ſuit. 
able to that of thy wife; and ſuppoſe; you were of a 
higher rank than Taher, yet fince you are not able to 
furniſh out ſuch an expence as is proper to a family of 
eredit, that alone would be a ſufficient argument to me 
not to permit me to live with your wife : quit, therefore, 
thoſe vain and flattering hopes, which have betrayed you 
to violate your oath. _— the offers of Seigneur Mou- 
zaffer; put away your wife, and return to your own 
country ; or, if you reſolve to continue obſtinate, and 
not to comply, prepare this inſtant to receive an hundred 
baſtinadoes. 0 

This diſcourſe from che Cady, though pronounced 
with the authority of a judge, was of no force to ſhake 
the firm courage of the ſon of Abdallah, who received 
the hundred baſtinadoes with an air that ſpoke him un- 
concerned, and fixed in his. reſolves, Let that ſuffice, 
ſays the Cady for this day ; to-morrow we mean to 
double the doſe; and if that does not work effectually 
upon his obſtinacy, we muſt have recourle to more vio- 
lent remedies. Let him paſs this night again with his 
wiſe : I hope to-morrow we may find him more tractable. 
Taher was of opinion they ſhould proceed now in puniſh- 
ing the Bulla, without granting him any reſpite ; but the 
Cady could not be prevailed upon to do any thing more 
at preſent; ſo that Mouzaffer and his ſon returned home 
with Couloufe, who though he was ſorely bruiſed with 
the blows he had received, thought his ſufferings very 
much alleviated by the liberty that was granted him to 
ſee bis Dilara again. | 
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THIRTY-NINTH DAY. 


k A OUZAFFER endeayoured to prevail upon the ſon 

ot Abdallah by gentle perſuaſions. He made him 
freih promiſes; he offered him even three hundred ſe- 
quins of gold, if, without farther delay, he would repu- 
diate the daughter of Boyruc. While he was bufied in 
employing every artifice to win him over, Taher entered 
the apartment of the lady.  _ 

She was in a conſternation not be expreſſed. Impa- 
tient to learn what had paſſed at the houſe of the Cady, 
ſhe expected Couloufe with the utmoſt difquiet. Not- 
withitanding ſhe was thoroughly convinced of his love, 
yet ſhe feared he might not bear up in his reſolutions ; 
and her apprehenſions grew into a belief, when ſhe ſaw 
ber firſt huſband appear; ſhe trembled at the fight of 
him, imagining he came to bring her the fatal ridings, A 
gead paleneſs covered her cheeks ; and it was with great 
difficulty ſhe was able to ſupport herſelf from fainting 
away. Taher upon theſe ſymptoms, ſuffered himſelf 10 
be deluded by falſe hopes; he took it for granted, that 
ſome one had already told the lady how the Hulla had 
refuſed to put her away, and 1magined that to-be the oc- 
caſion of her great diſorder. Madam, ſays he to her, do 
not abandon yourſelf thus to your ſorrows, yon have no 
reaſon as yet to deſpair. . Ihe Wretch whom J choſe for 
my Hulla, will not indeed reſign you to the fondneſs of 
my wiſhes, but let not that affi you: he has already 
been puniſhed with an hundred baſtinadoes, and to-mor- 
row there will be ſeverer blows inflicted on him, if he 
bardens himſelf againſt the performance of the agreement 
he made with the Nayb. Moreover, the Cady is deter- 
mined to make him undergo the ſharpeſt puniſhments.— 
be comforted then, my ſultaneſs; you have but this one 
night more to be tormented by the Hulla : to-morrow at 
fartheſt] ſhall again become your huſband. I come my- 
elf to aſſure you of this, and to entreat you to have a 
tle patience ; for I make no doubt, but the preſent 
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neceſſity you labour under, of ſuffering that deſpicahte 
creature, is to you an inſupportable hardſhip. Yes, Sir, 
replies Dilara, interrupting- him, I own the Hulla is the 
occaſion of all my miſery ; the happineſs of my life de. 
Fends on bim; and1 fear, alas! that this affair will never 
go according to my withes, Pardon me, my queen, re. 
plies he, haſtily interrupting her, baniſh your fears, and 
moderate that obliging any»iety for Taher : ſooth yourſelf 
with the hopes, that to-morrow our union will be re-efta. 
bliſhed. This ſaid, he left the lady's apartment, and 
Coulouſe entered ſoon after. 

As toon as ſhe percezved the ſon of Abdallah, her grief 
was turned into joy. Oh! my deareſt huſband, cried 
ſhe, meeting him with open arms; come and receive the 
reward of your conſtancy. Is it poſſible you ſhould ſub- 
mit yourſelf to be treated like a criminal and a flave, ra- 
ther than forego your right to Dilara ? Taher himſelf has 
related to me all that you ſuffered at the Cady's. As the 
firmneis of your mind ftrongly charms me, fo the cruel- 
ties that have been practiſed upon you afflict me in the 


- moſt ſenſible manner It diſtracts me to think of the 


freſh tortures with which you are threatened. Madam, 
anſwered Couloufe, let the puniſhments jn reſerve for me 
beever fo ſevere, they never will be of force to ſhake my 
conſtancy : you will find them prove as ineffectual upon 


me as the 


romiſes of Mouzaffer. What the will of 


deſtiny has decreed ſhall be my lot, is beyond my know- 
ledge : whether I am to live or die for you, I cannot ſay; 
but this I am well aſſured of, it can never be written in 
Heaven that I ſhall repudiate you. 

No, replies the daughter of 'Boyruc, -Heaven has not 
Joined us together in io miraculous a manner, that we 
ſhould be ſo ſoon ſeparated, I cannot believe that 
Heaven will ſuffer you to periſh; and methinks it in- 
ſpires me this inftant with the means of defeating the 
malice of our enemies. Did you let the Cady know, 


adds ſhe, that you were once the favourite of the King ef 


the Keraites ? No, replies the Couloufe, for the judge ren- 
dered every thing vain which I might urge in fayour of 
myſelf, by pronouncing, that he would never permit me 
to keep poſleflion of you; becauſe I am deſtitute of riches 
to ſupport you, even though 1 might plead a ſuitable 


birth. 
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birth. Since'it is fo, ſays ſhe, be adviſed, and punQually 
follow the counſel Jam going to give you: to-morrow 
when you are brought before the Cady, fail not to ſay to 
him, that you are the ſon of Maſſaoud; he is a merchant 
of Cogende, that has immenſe riches, You need not only 
iofiſt upon his being your father: add, likewiſe, in g po- 
firive manner, that you ſhall ſoon receive ſuch rokens from 
him, as will convince the whole world, that you advance 
nothing but what is true. 


FORTIETH B&F 
OULOUFE promiſed Dilara, to make uſe of this lie 


to elude, if poſſible, the evils that threatened him; 
and che hopes they both had, that by this expedient they 
ſhould oblige the Cady to let them live together, quieted 


their prefent fears. Led inſenſibly by the fondneſs of their 


hearts, they turned their thoughts off from the preſent ills 
that might befal them, and indulged themſelves in the en- 
joyment of their preſent happineſs, 

They paſſed the remaining part of the day, and the 
whole night, like two lovers that ſeemed to want for no- 
thing to complete their joys 3, but when the ſun was now 
riſen upon the city, their tranſports were ſoon inter- 
rupted, The officers of the Cady, conducted by Taher, 
came up ro the. chamber door; they knocked rudely, 
crying out, up, up, Seigneur Hulla; it is time you # 
pear before the judge; make haſte to riſe. The ſon of 
Abdallah g-oaned out a deep ſigh at theſe words, and 
the lady. began to weep, Unhappy Couloufe, ſaid ſhe, 
what'a price doſt thou pay for thy wife! my princeſs, 
anſwered he, dry up your tears, I entreat you ; they, af- 
fit my very ſoul. Let us net give ourſelves up to de- 
ſpair, but rather re-animate our hopes. Why ſhould we 
not expect the beſt from Heaven; I am inclinable to be- 
lieve it will come in to my aſſiſtance: Methinks I already 
fee] the influence of ſome ſuperior power ; my courage 
redouble-, and my firm heart thall tremble at no dangers. 
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__ When he had thus ſpoke, he put on his garments, ſe 
open the door, and followed the officers, who conducted 
hm to the Cady. Mouzaffer and his ſon went along 
with them, and ſeemed to labour under great uneaſineſ 
of mind. As ſoon as Couloufe came into the preſence of 
the judge, Well, Hulla, ſays he to him, how do you find 
yourfelk diſpoſed to-day? are you not wiſer than you 
were yeſterday? will it be expedient to ply you with 
freſh baſlinadoes, to perſuade you to put away your 
wife? I can hardly believe it. Doubileſs you have made 
many wholeſome refl-&ions by this time, and conſidered 
with yourſelf, that it were madneſs in a man like you, 
worth nothing, to ſet up for keeping a wife, to which he 
can never have the leaſt pretenſions. My. lord and mal. 
ter, replies Couloufe, may the life of a magiſtrate like 
you Jaſt many ages; but I am not a man worth no- 
thing. My birth is not obſcure, as you have ima- 
ined it to be. And ſince I find it of abſolute necef- 
b to make myſelf known, I muſt inform you, that 
my name is Rucnedin, and that I am the only fon of 
a merchant of Cogende, who is known by the name of 
Maſſaoud. My father can boaſt of greater riches than 
Mouzaffer; and if he knew the neceſſiries that preſs 
me, and the marriage | have, undertaken, he would ſend 
me ſuch a number of camels loaded with gold, that all 
the women of Samarcande would envy the good fortune 
of the lady whom 1 have taken to be my wiſe, What, 
becauſe I was ſer upon by robbers not far from this city, 
and left by them dcftiivwe of every thing, ſo that I was 
forced to retire into a moſque for ſubſiſtence, do you 
from thence conclude me to be a man of mean cir- 
cumftances! I ſhall ſoon let you ſee how much you 
are deceived in me: 1 will imftan'ly write to my fa- 
ther. who ſhall no ſooner have received my letters, than 
he will make vaſt remurances of money to me in this 
city. 

50 ſoon as Couloufe had made this declaration, the 
Cady ſaid to him, You are the only fon then of a rich 
merchant of Cogende, and it is only by accident and 
misfortune that you came to be in want? Even fo, replies 
e ſon of Abdallah. You may fee by me, Sir, that 
am. not a wretch nurſed up in poverty and in the 1 
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And why, young man, ſaid the judge, did you not make 
this known to us yeſterday ? then ſhould 1 not have ſuf- 
fered you to be ſo roughly treated. Seigneur, adds he, 
turning to Mouzaffer, what the Hulla informs us of, 


makes a great alteration in the caſe before us; ſince he 


is the only ſon, of a conſiderable merchant, the laws do 
not allpw us ro conftrain him to repudiate his wife,— - 


Alas ! Seigneur Cady, interrupts him Taher, do you give 


credit to this impoſtor ? he gives himſelf out for the ſon of 
Maſſaoud te ſhelter himſelf from farther puniſhment, and 


to gain time. That is an affair beyond my derermina- 


tion at preſent, replies the judge; whether what he has 
affirmed be a truth or a falſehood, I cannot anſwer pro- 


ceeding any farther with. him ; all that I can do more 1n 


favour. of you is to oblige. the Hulla to make good What 
he advances, Upon which Mouzaffer- anſwered, We 


deſire no more; I will likewiſe be at the expence of ſend- 


jag an expfeſs to Cogende. I know Maſſaoud, having 


ſcen him here ſometimes: I know, likewiſe, that he 1s a 


> ” 


very rich merchint; and if the Hulla proves to be his 


ſon, we will give up Dilara to him. Agreed ſays 
Taher ; but I think it will be but-reaſonable to keep the 
new-married couple apart till the courier returns. That 


1s contrary to all cuſtom and order, anſwers the Cady ; . 
the wife ought to remain with her huſbind ; there 1: no 


taking her from him, without doing violence to the very 


laws. Send therefore a man to Cogende, which is but 
ſeven days journey diſtant from hence; in fifteen days we 


ſhall know what we are to think of the Hulla. If he is 


the ſon of Maſſaond, he ſhall not put away the lady; but 


then, I ſwear by the black ſtone of the ſacred temple of 


Mecca, and by the holy grove of Medina, where the 
tomb of our Prophet lies, if he deceives us, that the im- 
poſtor ſhall end the courſe: of his days by a cruel and. ignp--- 


minious punithment, . 
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FORTY-FIRST DAY. 
HIS affair being thus decided by the Cady, the 


parties concerned were diſmiſſed. Mouzaffer and 


his ſon diſpatched one of their domeſtics ro Cogende, 
with jinſtructions to uſe all poſſible diligence to get a 
thorough information of what they were deſirous to know, 
—As for Couloufe, he went directly to his lady, to 
give her an account of what had paſſed before the judge, 
She was overjoyed with the news. My deareſt huſband, 
ſaid ſhe, all will go well; we have nothing farther to ap- 
prehend. Before the courier can return from Cogende, 
and even before he can arrive thither, we will both 
of us make our eſcape. We will go out from Samarcande 
by night and make the beſt of our way to Bocara, where 
we may live upon- my dowry, and enjoy a tranquillity, 
which it will not be in the power of our enemies to diſ- 
turb. | 

Couloufe approved what Dilara propoſed. Ir was 
determined, therefore, that they ſhould fave themſelves 
by flight ; but as they were too narrowly watched in the 
houſe where they now lived to be able to execute their 
deſign with ſafety, they thought it would be neceſſary to 
go and lodge elſewhere ; chat it might be expedient to 
ad vertife Mouzaffer of their intentions to leave his houſe ; 
and in caſe he put any ſtop to them, that they ſhould aſk 
leave of the Cady to change their lodgings. This being 
concerted before hand, the ſon of Abdallah went, with- 
out loſs of time, to find out Mouzaffer and his ſon.— 
Ile told them that he intended that very day to leave 
their houſe ; that he was reſolved, fince by the laws he 
was abſolute over his own wife, to diſpoſe of her as he 
thought fir, and to carry her where he pleaſed, Mouzaffer 


and his fon, you may be ſure, were far from conſenting 


to what he propoſed. Taher more particularly proteſted 
that he would never ſuffer Dilara to go from under his 
roof. Couloufe, on the other hand, was obſtinate in his 


demands; 
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demands ſo that they were once more under a neceſſity of 
having recourſe to the Cady. 

The judge, informed of the diſpute, which brought 
them again before him, aſked the Hulla why be was 


unwilling to remain any longer with Mouzaffer. Sir, 


replies the ſon of Abdallah, l remember often to have 
heard Maſſaoud, my tather, ſay, that when we live. with 
our enemies, we ſhould take care to ſeparate ourſelves 


from them as ſoon es may be. For which reaſon, I 


think it prudent to change my habiration, while they 
wait for the return of the meſſenger from Cogende: my 
wife likewiſe deſires it as much as I do, At this Taher 
cried out, Ah, thou utterer of falſehoods ! Dilara has not 
ceaſed to weep; and to afflit .herfelf ever ſince ſhe was 
married to this wretch ; and yet he-has the impudence ro 
ſay, that the cannot bear to - live under my roof! 
Yes, anſwers C6uloufe, 1 have ſaid it, and I. repeat it 
once more: My wife loves me, and longs for nothing 
ſv much as to be far from you. If this be falſe, if ſhe 


herſelf does not atteſt what I have advanced, I 'am pre- 


pared to put her from me this inſtant. Seigneur Cady, 
lays Taber, then you hear what he has ſaid : I take him 
at his word. Give your orders to have Dilara brought 


hither, and let her ſpeak for herſelf, 1 give my conſent 


anſwers the judge, Go, Nayb, adds he, turning to Da- 


michemend, who was preſent, return to Mouzaffer's, and 


let Dilara know that 1 deſire to ſpeak with her: brizgſher 
hither this moment. We ſhall ſoon ſee how ſhe ſtands 


affected; and I pronounce, if ſhe does not fall in with what 
the Hullah has advanced, that ſhe ſhall. inſtantly be repu- 


dated, 


The Nayb was very expeditions in-acquitting himſelf” 
of his commiſſion ; he brought the lady into the preſence : 
of the judge, who, as ſoon as. ſhe drew near to him, 
immediately aſked her whether ſhe deſired to leave 


Mouzaffer*s' houſe, and whether ſhe loved the Hulla 


more than her firſt huſband. Taher made no duobt but, 


that ſhe would. declare. in. favour of him; and triumphing 
already in his own thoughts, he put. in before.ſhe could 
anſwer, ſaying, Speak, Madam; declare the real ſenti- 


ments of your heart, and you will this day be delivered 
rom the man you hate, Then the daughter of Boyrue, 
” breaking 3 
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breaking filence, ſaid, Since I have ſuch an aſſurance 
given me, I ſhall declare the very ſecret of my heart.— 
The whole tenderneſs of my ſoul is towards my ſecond 
huſband, the ſon of Maffaoud; and I moſt humbly 
entreat the Seigneur Cady to give his orders that we may 
have permiſſion to lodge ourſelves out of Mouziffer's 
houſe. Very well, ſays the judge, then addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the firſt huſband, you ſee. Sir, the Hulla is no 
utrerer of falſehoods, and that he knows very well what 
he affirms. Ah the traitreſs! cries Taher, aſtoniſhed 
with the frank confeſſion of the lady, how is it poſſible 
the can be ſo far ſeduced ſince yeſterday ? 1 am forry to 
hear it for your ſake, replies the Cady ; but my dwy 
calls upon me to give them full liberty to go and lodge 
where they pleaſe. Will you then, ſays the Taher, ſuffer 
this ſtranger to triumph over me, and to remain in quiet 
poſſeſſion of Dilara, without being aſſured that he it 
truly the ſon of Maſſaoud ? Not ſo neither, anſwers the 
Judge ; if he proves to be other than what he gives him- 
ſelf our for, if he-appears a wretch and an impoſtor in 
the end, I will put him to death for attempting to deceive 
us. And do you imagine, ſays the fon of Mouzaffer, if 
he thinks himſelf liable to the ſentence you have pro- 
nounced upon him, that he can be ſo inconſiderate as to 
remain within the walls of this city till our meſſenger re- 
turns from Cogende? It can never be; it is more rea ſon- 
able to believe that his intentions are to quit Samarcande, 
and that he may probably engage the lady to follow him; 
—Nnay, to me it ſeems evident :;.at they have already con- 
certed matters together, an that they change their habt- 
tation fur no other reaſon but to be the better able to exe- 
cute ſuch a reſolution. That may very well be, replies 
the Cady ; and | hall take care about it. Let them be 

lodged in whatever part of the city they pleaſe, I will 
undertake to have them cloſely obſerved by a numerous 
and a vigilant guard, who will give me a ſtrict account of 
all their mo ions. | 

Upon the whole, Coulcuſe and Dilara obtained leave 
to quit the houſe of Mouzaffer. They went out of it 


that very day, and lodged in a public inn. They pur- 


chaſed ſome lives to ſerve them, They wanted for 
nothing; the lady had a conſiderable dowry, as well as a 
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| great number of jewels. They gave themſelves up tv 
the enjoy ments of life ; the ſatisfaction of baving.it now in 
their power to abandon themſelves, without reſtraint, 
to love, diſperſed the melancholy refleQions that otherwiſe 
| might ariſe from looking forward to the uncomfortable 
proſpe& which lay before them, They lived as if the 
Cady had placed no ſpies upon them that might hinder 
their eſcape, or as if Couloufe had really been the fon 


of Maſſaoud, and they expected only agreeable news from 
Cogende, 


# 


— . — — 


FOR TV- SECOND DAY. 
OTWITHSTANDING the great care which 


Mouzaffer and his ſon took to keep the adventure 
| of the Hulla from the knowledge of the world, the 
ſecrer took vent by degrees, and became ſo much the 
ſubject of diſcourſe in 1 that a great many 
perſons of the firſt rank were deſirous to ſee the famed 
lovers; ſo that Couloufe and Dilara now became the 
ws of the public eurioſuy, received every day freſh 
viſus. | 

Amongſt others, there came one day to their ledgings 
a man of a courtly garb and mein, who told them he 
was one of the King officers z that he had heard what 
pafled at the Cady's; and that he came to aſſure them 
that be intereſted himſelf in their fortunes, In a word, 
de offered them his ſervices with ſo good a grace, and by 
his addreſs ſo thoroughly perſuaded them of the ſincerity 
of his intent ions towards them, that they thought they 
(could not do too much to expreſs their gratitude to him.— 
They invited him to their table ; and to ſignify the more 
hn ordinary eſteem they had for him, Dilara laid afide 
per veil. The officer, upon this, aſtoniſhed with the 
beauty of the lady, could not refrain from crying out, 
\n, Seigneur Hulla, | am no longer ſurpriſed at the 
"mnels and reſolution with which you were animated 
fore the judge! They fat down to a table ſet out 
at a great variety of the moſt delicate meats, The 


ſlaves, 


134 PERSIAN TALES. 


ſla ves, after dinner, brought in ſome red wine of Chiras 
white wine of Kiſmiſche, and Amber—Roſolli ; then the 
This done, the lady order. 
ed a Tabor to be brought, which ſhe played upon ac, 


perfumes were ſerved round, 


company ing it with her voice to an air in the Uzi 
meaſure, Then ſhe called for a lute, which ſhe tuned 
herſelf and played upon it with a manner and a prac 
that charmed the officer of the King. Laft of all, ſhe 
took a guitar, and ſung a pathetic air in the meaſure calle 
Nava, which is always made uſe of to expreſs the lame, 
tations of abſent lovers. 

This it ſeems, was a ſony ſhe had compoſed x 
Caracorum, after the diſgrace of Couloufe ; and as ſhe 
ſung, the paſſion and tenderneſs of her notes made 
deep impreſſion upon his mind, His face was overca| 


with ſadneſs, and in a little time the tears guſhed from 


* 


his eyes. 

The officer of the King obſerved him with great ſur- 
priſe; and took the liberty to aſk him what could occs- 
ſion him to pour forth ſuch an abundance of tears? 
Alas, Sir! anſwers the ſon of Abdallah, what can it 
avail you to know the cauſe why my eyes overflow! 
The knowledge of it would be of as little uſe to you, a 
it would be fruitleſs for me to tell it. I have been 
tracing over my paſt misfortunes in my mind; and when 
I think of thoſe that ſtil] hang over my head, I am born 
down with a torrent of grief. The officer of the King 
would not reſt ſatisfied with this anſwer. Young ſtranger, 
ſays he, in the name of every thing that is ſacred, | 
conjure you, relate to me your adventures. It is not 
out of curioſity that I preſs to hear them; I find myſelt 
ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve you,” and you perhaps will have 
no reafon to repent of the confidence you ſnall place in 
me. Tell me who you are; tor | plainly perceive you are 
not ignobly born. Speak; and hide nothing from me,— 
Sir, replies Couloufe, my hiſtory is ſomewhat long, and 
may prove tedious to you. No, no, replies the officer; 


and I entreat you not ro omit the ſmalleſt circumſtance.— 
Then. the fon of Abdallah began the recital of his adven- 
| tures, and ran through the whole without any refcrve.— 
He confeſſed to him that he was not the ſon of Maflaoud, 
bur that he had * recourſe io that impoſture as the only 
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means to ſecure himſelf in the poſſeſſion of Dilara. But, 
adds he, the fa!lſhood I advanced has not proved anſwer- 
able to my expectations. My word was not taken, and 
a courier was immediarely diſpatched ro Cogende, who 
in three days more will return; ſo that the Cady, who 
has ſet a ſtrict watch upon us, will ſoon diſcover the 
cheat, and puniſh me for it by an ignominious death.— 
But yer, it is not even that which afflicts me; it is that 
| ſee the fatal hour approach which will ſeparate me for 
ever from the object of my love; it is that thought alone 
that weighs down my ſoul with affliction. 92 
While he went on ſpeaking in this manner, intermix- 
ing ſighs and tears with his diſcourſe, the lady's eyes 
overflowed from the fulneſs of her heart; and it was 
manifeſt, from the great concern the ſhewed, that her 
emotions of grief correſponded with thoſe of Couloufe. — 
The officer of the King, obſerving the fympathy of their 
ſorrow, was touched with compaſſion. Tender and 
loving pair, ſaid he, your afflictions affect me deeply? J 
earneſtly with 1 had the power to ſerve you, and to fave 
you both from the inſupportable grievance of a ſepara- 
tion, Would to heaven, O young man, I could avert 
the misfortune that threatens you ſo near at hand; but it 
eems to me almoſt impoſſible. The Cady is a vigilant 
and inflexible magiſtrate ; there is no hopes of eſcaping 
his watchful eye, nor of prevailing upon him to pardon 
a deceiver, The only wholeſome counſel I can give 
ou is to place your whole confidence in that Providence 
ho can ſet open the cloſeſt priſons and ovcr-rule the 
noſt inſurmountable difficulties ; implore his aſſiſtance 
dy fervent prayers, and do not deſpair of a happy deli- 
erance, although the paths that lead to it are covered 
ih darkneſs, and hid from human light, At. thele . 
vrds the officer took leave of Couloufe and of the lady, 
nd went his way. | 
it muſt be allowed, ſays the daughter of Boyruc, that 
bere is a very odd kind of men in the world. They 
all come of their own accord, and offer you their 
ervices ; if you ſeem to labour under any great affliction, 
ley ſhall preſs you to make them Fond. with your 
p evances, and ſhall promiſe you ſome relief; and when, 
7 their compliments and importunity, they have 
'0pht you to ſatisfy their curioſity, they ſhall leave 


you 
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you to comfort yourſelf, by exhorting you to patience .. | 
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When this man began, by making a ſhew of entering {þ 
warmly into our intereſts, who could imagine but thy 
he had a deſign of being in ſome meaſure ſerviceable u 
us, or at leaſt of uſing his utmoſt endeavours in our he. 
half? and yet, after obliging us to a tedious recital of on 
adventures, he takes leave of us abruptly, and turns 
over to Providence! Madam ſays the ſon of Abdallah, 
what would you have him do for us ? let ws not wrong 
him in our thoughts, He has too much the appearance 
of a man. of honour to be ſuſpected of urging . me to the 
relation of my miſeries, with no other intent but to gr 


tify his curioſity, 


Without doubt his heart is difpoſed 


in favour of us; I am convinced of ir from his gene- 


rous pity, which appeared even in his ſilence. 


But he 


finds it impraQticable to extricate us out of the diff 
culties that ſurround us; what could he ſay more? - and 
indeed whence can we expect ſuccour ? the hand of 


eaven alone has power to-deliver me aut of my preſent 
danger. 3 hs 


- 


FORTY-THIRD. DAY: 


THIS unfortunate pair raifed a mutual commiſeratio 


in the hearts of each other, by refleQing upon th 


| horror of their deſtiny ; they employed the two ſucceed: 


ing days in ſighs and lamentations; in the midſt of which 
they ſtill thought upon expedients for their ſaſety.— 


They 
but found they were not to be corrupted. 


attempted to aſſail the fidelity of their guard; 
In the meat 


time the fifteen days were now expiring ; and the faul 
day was come on which the meſſenger was expected 


from Cogende—a day as much dreaded by 


as it 
zaffer. 


them two, 
was impatiently wiſhed for by the ſon of Mov 


When the'firſt dawn of this uncomfortable day ap- 
peared upon the windows of Couloufe's apartment, thi 


young 


man, thinking never more to ſee the ſun riſe, gl 


up from bis bed to prepare himſelf for death, He ” 
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his eyes upon his wife with looks full of grief and deſpair, 
and ſaid to her, in a feeble broken accent, Adieu, I go to 
accompliſh my deſtiny, and to pay the ſorfeit of my head to 
the Cady : as for you, fair Dilara, live and be happy; do 
not quite baniſh from your remembrance the man who has 
loved you with ſo much tendertgeſs. Ah, Cuuloufe, cries 
the lady, burſting into tears, do you go to die and do you 
exhort me to live | can you think that there 1s any enjoy- 
ment in life for me? Cruel and unkind ! wonld you have 
me then linger out my days in miſery and anxiety of mind? 
no, no, I will accompany you to the laſt, and lay myſelf 
down to reſt in the ſame ſepulchre wiih you. Taher, the 
deteſtable Taher, ſh1ll at once ſee the diſſolution of what 
he hates and what he loves : never thall he have the plea- 
ſure to triumph in thy death, But wherefore is it requiſite 
that you ſhould die? it is to me alone the puniſhment 1s 
due; it is your wife who has urged you on to perjury ; 
it is ſhe who ſuggeſted the falſehood to you which they 
would expiate with your liſe. It is I then who am the pro- 
per victim; at leaſt it is bur juſt that! ſhould not go unpu- 
niſhed Come on then ; let us go to the place prepared 
for your execution. A reſolve to let the world ſee, that I 
had rather die with you, than be left behind. 

The fon of Abdallah combated the refolutions of the 
lady ; he conjured her not to give him fo fatal a pledge 
of her affection. Dilara on the other hand, perſiſted in 
her obſtinacy to die wich him; and prayed him not to 
endeavour at oppoſing the purpoſe of her ſoul, They 
continued to urge their reaſons warmly on both ſides, 
when they heard a great nolle at the gate towards the 


leet, and immediately they ſaw the Cady enter the 


Neourt, followed by ſeveral perſons, amongſt whom there 
appeared Mouzaffer with his fon. This fight ſtruck ſuch 
terror into the heart of the daughter of Byyruc, that ſhe 
ſimed away; and while ſhe was ſupported by ſome 
lives, who ſtepped in to her aſſiſtance, Coulouſe took 
nat opportunity, for a moment, to run forward to meet 

e Cady ; but the judge, far from coming to carry him 

his execution, bowed to him, and ſaid with ſmiles in 

"+ looks, Sir, the meſſenger who was ſent to Cogende, 

come back, accompanied by one the ſervants of 
| Maſſaoud 


—— 


_— 
— = TFT ” 4 .. - 
dat he. 4 —— — — 
— — 


» 

—— — $5, 4 
— 7 
Fr 
* - 5 

2 2 7 


138 PERSIAN TALES. 
. Maſſaoud,- your father; he has ſent you forty camels hg 
with ſtuffs, with fine linen, and other merchandizes. . 
no longer queſtion your being the ſon of this wealthy mer. 
chant ; and we entreat you to forget the rough treatmen 
you have met with from us. | 

When the judge had made an end of addreſſing Col. 
loufe in this manner, to his great amazement, Mouzaffe 
and his ſon ſignified io the Hulla their great regret for the 
baſtinadoes he had undergone. I give up ſays Taher u 
him, all my pretenſions to Dilara ; I no longer diſpu 
your right to her; and I turn her over entirely to yay 
upon condition, if the fancy ſhould take you to repudiat 
her ſoon, and to renew the marriage contract with he 
afterwards, that you likewiſe will make choice of me fy 
your Hulla, Couloufe knew not what to think of al 
this; he apprehended it to be but mockery frou Taher and 
the Cady, and feared they would ſoon ſpeak to him int 
very different phraſe ; when there cane up to him a for 
of a ſlave who took his hind to kifs, and preſenting a le. 
ter to him, faid, Sir, your father and your mother ar 
both of them in good health; they are impatient for your 
return; their eyes and their ears do, as it were duel 
upon the road that leads to Cogende. | 

At theſe words bluſhes began to riſe in the cheeks 0 
Couloufe ; and not knowing what anſwer to make, hs 
took the letter, then, breaking it open, he found it cot 
tain the following lines :—Thanks be to Heaven along 
and bleſſings ſhowered down upon the great Propie! 
upon his houſehold and upon his friends. My deaf 
ſon, from the time that you ceaſed to bleſs mine eyes, | 
have taken no reſt, Ilie down upon the thorns of ufer. 
fineſs ; the poiſon of your abſence prey upon my heat, 
and inſenſibly conſumes my very life. By the meſſenge 
who was ſent to me by the Scigneur Mouzaffer, I 40 
informed of all that has befallen you. Without any | 
of time, I gave orders to load forty black camels wil 
large eyes, to be ſent in all diligence to Samarcande, wl 
merchandizes of divers kinds, under the conduct of Gliont!, 
the captain of my carriages. Write me inſtantly an accoun 
of your preſent well-being, that our hearts may be col 
forted with gladneſs, and our health reſtored, wal 
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Scarce had the fon of Abdallah made an end of read- 
ing this letter, when he ſaw forty camels enter the 
court, as coming from Cogende. The Captain Gioher 
aid to him, My lord and my maſter, give orders if you 
pleaſe, to have the camels unloaded, and to lay the bails 
of goods up in ſome great hall. What in the name of 
Vonder, can all this mean? ſays Couloufe to himſelf, I 
be ſeen a great many ſurpriſing t1ings come paſs, 
WT but byAly, this is ſomewhat that ſurpaſſes even admi- 
ration ! The captain Gioher accoſts me as if he had long 
fince known me; the Cady and Mouzaffer ſeem to take 
all theſe appearances for truth: be it ſo then; and al- 
though the whole be paſt my comprehenſion, let me 
however make the beſt uſe 1 can of it. Fortane, per- 
haps, intends to ſave by one of her uſual caprices ; ox 
Heaven is pleaſed to employ a miracle in my favour. 


— 


K FORT Y- FOURTH DAY« 
HA e ſoever Couloufe might be aftoniſhed 


wich this extraordinary event, he had the preſence 
n of mind to diflemble his ſurpriſe. He ordered the bails 
-o be carried into the hall, and that care ſhould be taken 
of the camels. He likewite took upon him to put queſ- 
„tons to the conductor of the camels. Gioher, ſays he, 
eino tell me ſome news of our family ; are my friends 
and relations all well at Cogende? every one, anſwers 
WF ioher, is in perfect health, excepting your father, who 
counts over the tedious moments of your abſence: 
he charged me to let you know, that it is his deſire 
you ſhould make what haſte you can to reviſit Co- 
gende, and bring the lady you have eſpouſed along with 
You, 

While Gioher ſpoke to this effect, the Cady, Taher, 
and his father took their leave of the ſon of Abdallah, 
and went to their homes, fully perſuaded that he was che 
on of Maffaoud ; but the judge, belore he wentaway, 
miſſed the guard which he had placed upon the new 
married couple. When they were all of them gone, 

Couloufe 
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Coloufe returned into the apartment, where he had lch 
Vilara. This lady, by the diligence of her ſlaves, wy 
now brought to herſelf again. Couloufe acquainted he 
with what had paſſed, and ſhewed her the letter fron 
Maſſaoud. She had not quite peruſed the letter, when 
ſhe cried out, All gracious Heaven, to you alone iti 
that we owe our thanks for this aſtoniſhing deliverance! 
to you who have taken pity upon two faithful lovery 
whoſe hearts you fitſt united. Madam, ſays the fon d 
Abdallah, it is not yet time to ſet our bearts open to the 
impreſſions of joy ; our troubles are not come to an end; 
to an end, do I ſay? no, no; my apprehenſions are 
greater than ever. Vdu have put me upon afluming 
the name of a man who, without doubt, is in Samar 
cande; the fon of Maſſaoud muſt needs be in this ciiy— 
His father writes to him, and ſends him forty camel 
laden with merchandizes, under the conduct of Gioher, 


This Gioher, who probably never ſaw the fon of hi pa 
maſter, has been miſled by the meſſenger Mouzaffer en. Mes. 


ployed ; ſo that it is eaſy to comprehend all that has hap- 

ned. This miſtake J muſt agree, might be of fignal 
= to us, if it could be ſuppoſed to laſt ſome time. 
Nothing could cbftru our flight, becauſe we have no 
watch upon us : but the rumour, upon the arrival of thek 
camels, is, I fear already fpread through the city ; the 
true ſon of Maſlaoud will hear of it, and go to the Cady, 
who will rectify the miſtake. Who knows but by thi 
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the judge may be upon his return to ſeize me and carry me Rap 
to juſtice, he 
Thus reaſoned Couloufe; diſtracted between his hope lone, 


and his fears, he was more reſtleſs in his mind than when 
he had taken his reſolutions to meet his deſtiny : he ex- 
peRed every moment to fee Taher and the Cady enter, 
enraged and diſabuſed: his diſquiets doubled upon hin 
every inſtant. While he was in this great perplexity d 
mind, the officer of the King, the very ſame perſon who 
had been with bim two days before, came in. Seignent 
Hulla, ſaid he as he entered, I hear your calamities have 
an end, and that Heaven at laſt has looked upon you 
with an eye of favour. I come to congratulate you! 
— fortune, and at the ſame time to reproach you: you; 
ave not dealt fincerely by me: why did you tell * 

' | a} 
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hat you were the ſon of Maſſaoud? My dear Sir, 
eplies the ſon of Abdallah, I have told you the truth. I 
ever ſaw Cogende; I am a native of Damas, as I aſſured 
You before. My father died long ago; and I have long 
aro diſſipated the Whole patrimony which I inherited 
dom him. Nevertheleſs, rejoins the officer, I am told 
you have received forty camels laden with divers kinds 
\ merchandize, and that Maſſaoud writes to you as if 
you were his ſon, True it is, anſwered Couloufe, that T. 
ve received his letter and his ſtuffs, which notwith- 
anding, I am not his fon, The officer deſired to be in- 
ormed in the particulars of what happened; and when 
he Hulla had related every circumſtance, he ſaid, I am 
vt to believe with you, that this muſt be a miſtake, and 
hat the ſon of Maſlaoud is in Samarcande. For this 
eaſon, if I might adviſe, you would do well to make 
your eſcape this very night. We deſign to attempt it, 
eplies Couloufe; and if the Cady does but continue in 
is error till to-morrow, we think we cannot fail of ſuc- 
Wes. You ſhould hope the beſt, anſwers the officer, 
nd not ſuffer your tears to grow too prevalent: Heaven, 
ithout doubt, is not willing you ſhould periſh, ſince by 
in event that ſeems miraculous, it has for the preſent deli- 
ered you from the ſentence which was pronounced againſt 
you. He purived his diſcourſe with arguments yet fuller 
df com!vrt to diſſipate the terrors of the two lovers, who, 
efaw, f1:l remained under the greateſt apprehenſions of 
langer: then he bid them adieu, wiſhing them all manner 
| proſperity, 
When Couloufe and Dilara perceived themſelves to be 
lone, they began to conſult about their flight and to ſet. 
very thing in order for it. They expected the night with 
mpatience ; but before it was dark, they were ſurpriſed 
th a great noiſe, and ſaw, at the ſame time, ſeye- 
al horſe-guards enter the court of the inn. This unex- 
ected fight ſtruck terror into the new married pair; they 
oncluded the Cady was now come to ſearch for the ſon 
Abdallah to put him to death. . The fright, neverthe- 
, was of no long eontinuance : they were the King's 
ads; and the captain who commanded them, alight- 
from his horſe, went up into the apartments where 
wuloufe and his wife were, with a packet in his hand.— 


He 
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He ſaluted each of them with great reſpect: then ad. 
dreſſing himſelf to the huſband, Sir, ſaid he, I cone 
hither by orders from the great Uſbec-Can ; he is deſirous 
to ſee the ſon of Maſſaoud; he has heard all your adven. 
ture, but would willingly be entertained with it from your 
own mouth. He ſends you this robe of honour, that 
you may be in a ſuitable dreſs to appear in his preſence.— 
The ſon of Abdallah. would Ny have been excuſe 
from going to ſatisfy the curioſity of the King, but he ſay 
himſelf under a neceſſity to obey. He put on the robe 
of honour, and went out with the Captain of the guard, 
When they came down into the court, the captain di 
refed him towards a mule, with a bridle and ſaddle 0 
gold ſet wich diamonds, where a page richly dreſſed, 
held the ſtirrup : Be pleaſed, Sir, ſaid he to him, to 
mount upon that royal mule, and I ſhall conduct you 
to the palace. Couloufe went up to the mule, when 
the page, kiſſing the ſtirrup, held it to him; imme- 
diately the Hulla fixed his foot in it, and vaulting 
lightly into the ſaddle, rode along with the guards to 
the palace. | 
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FORTY-FIFTH DAY. 9 

S ſoon as he arrived at the palace, the officers d ha 

the King came out to receive him, and then con- Wiſh; i 
ducted him to the entrance of the Hall, where this Prince dich 
uſed to give audience to ambaſſadors. There the Grand gave 
Vizier took him by the hand, and introduced him into aded: 
the hall, where the King, clothed in robes, ſtudded ho % 
over with diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, was ſeated lich) 
upon a throne of ivory, ſurrounded with all his nobles, r feat 
the grandees of Tartary. Couloute was dazzled with cove 
the ſplendour that ſhone round Uibec-Can ; inf ead of m up 
lifting up his eyes to the Prince, he caſt his 100% e to d 
downward, and went to proſtrate himſelf before the d my | 


throne. 
The 
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on him, took an occaſion to ſpeak to him; Son of 
laſſaoud, ſays he, I am informed, that ſome very extra- 
dinary adventures have befallen you ; I defire you will 


aloufe, ſtruck with the accent of the voice which ut- 
ed theſe words, lifted up his. eyes, when, recollecting 
che King the very perſon that came to viſit him, whom 
had taken for an officer belonging to. Uſbec-Can, and 
\ whom he had entruſted all his ſecrets, he fell with his 
Tee to the earth, and burſt out into tears. The Vizier, 
filing him, ſaid to him, Fear nothing young man; ap- 
roach the King, and kiſs the hem of his garment. The 
n of Abdallah, trembling and full of confuſion, drew 
ar to the feet of the King, and kiſſed the hem of his 
rment; then retiring ſome ſteps, he ſtood up, and kept 
is head bowed down upon his breaſt, But Uſbec-Can 
fered him not to remain long in that poſture : he came 
wn from his throne, and taking him by the hand, he 
d him into his cloſet, where he ſaid to him, Couloufe, 
enceforward ſet thy mind at eaſe, and never more ap- 
rehend the changes of fortune : you ſhall not be ſepa- 
ited from Dilara; you ſhall live with me in my court; 
nd you hall hold the ſame dignity and favour with me 
at you once enjoyed at Caracorum under King Mirge- 
n. Upon the report that was made to me of your great 
elity to your wite, I came to make you a viſit out of 
rioſuy: I was pleaſed with you, and the confidence 
at you placed in me, engaged me to reſolve with myſelf 
t once to ſave your life, and to eſtabliſh for ever your 
ion with the object of your love; all which I brought 
dout in the manner you have ſeen, The forty camels 
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gave orders to buy the ſtuffs with which they were 
" WWP«ced ; and Gioher, who conducted them, is an eunuch, 
led Who very rarely goes out of the ſeraglio; the letter 
el Which you received was written by my Debirkhaſſe; and 
dr fear the courier ſent by Mouzaffer ſhould come and 
(cover all, 1 ſent yeſterday one of my officers to meet 
Im upon the road to Cogende, and to order him from 
e to deliver ſuch a meſlage to his maſter, as ſuitable 
my purpoſe. This was a pleaſure in which I had 


a mind 


The King, perceiving the dread and awe that hung 


urſelf relate them to me, and hide nothing from me.— 


hich you have at preſent were taken out of my ſtables; 
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a mind to gratify my ſelf, and I have enjoyed it in pg, 
fection. W * ; upon, 
When the King had made an end of ſpeaking, C beate. 
loufe proſt rated himlelf at his feet, thanked him for hy ſtory, 
great goodnels, and vowed to have it in everlaſting re. refined 
membrance- The young man brought Dilara wii jc ad 
the palace that very day. Uſbec-Can appointed then booner 
a magnificent apartment, together with a conſidera omen 
enſion; and gave orders to have the hiſtory of t heir ; 
oves tranſmitted to poſterity by the* ableſt pen in kae 
marcande. i | = 
When the nurſe of Farruknaz had thus finiſhed the > 


ſtory of Couloufe, ſhe kept ſilence to hear what her mil. 
treſs would ſay to it. Not yet inclined to think favour. 
ably of the men, ſhe could by no means come in to th 
ſentiments of her women, who all of them declared; thi THE 


4 
| 
pn anc] 


df thoſ, 
ame z 


the ſon of Abdallah had acquitted himſelf as a comple 


lover. No, no, fays the Princeſs : when he was baniſhed 
from the court of the King of the Keraites, he left Cary 
corum without taking his leave of Dilara, and even with 
out ſo much as endeavouring to ſee her. I know yer 
well how abruptly the King's orders obliged him to de- 
part; but love has a thouſand expedients, and woll 


have furniſhed him with the means of ſpeaking at leat Vit, an 
with the daughter of Boyruc, if he had been inſpire Mn whi 
with a true paſſion for her. But this is not all 1 hae e was 
to lay to his charge: when he had been ſome days a Wntereq 
Samarcande, he would not fo readily have offered hin- pon th 
ſelf to ſerve as Hulla, if his lady had yet been ever 6 eart: 
little miſtreſs of his affections. Then again, when le Hppella 
came to know the fair one, was he not conſenting to pat. 
her away ? was he not inclining io keep his oath ? We! 
had he not actually done it if ſhe had not employed dl race! 
arguments, even to her tears, to diſſuade him? a lover, Id not 
whoſe paſſion burns ſtrongly in his breaſt, is not apt Uf Tim 
be fo ſcrupulons. Madam, fays Sultumeme, I grant . beratie 
Couloufe firſt ſhewed himſelf ſenſible to the ties of bo Hire 1h 
nour, and that methinks ſhould never turn to his re- I this 
proach. I ſhould rather admire a young man, who A 
ſoul ſhrinks at perjury, while his inclinations urge hin th 
ſtrongly to it; I believe a lover of ſuch a temper will eB — 
moſt eligible, ſince his proteſtations may be depende! r 
en bubtab 


YOL, 
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upon, But, Madam, adds the, fince you are fo very de- 
licate, I muſt beg leave to entertain you with another 
ſtory, which may 4ncline you to think your notions too 
refined, and which, perhaps, may touch you nearer than 
the adventures of either Couloufe or Aboulcaſem. No 
ſooner had the nurſe ſpoke theſe words, than all the 
women of the Princeſs cried out for joy, and expreſſed 
their impatience to hear of more adventures, When Far. 
ruknaz therefore had given her permifſion, Sutlumeme 
began in this manner: 


rar H15TORY OF PRINCE CALAF, AND OF THE 
, ' PRINCESS OF CHINA. 


— 


OU have heard the hiſtory of Couloufe, and now T 

ſhall relate to you that of Prince Calaf, the ſon of 
In ancient Can of the Nogais Tartars. The hiſtorians 
o thoſe times make a very honourable mention of his 
ame; they all agree, that in gracefulneſs of perſon, in 
It, and in valour, he ſurpaſſed all the Princes of the age 
n which he flouriſhed : they gave teſtimony to him, that 
e was equal in learning to the greateſt doctors; that he 
ntered into the very myſtical ſenſe of the commentaries 
pon the Alcoran, and knew the proverbs of Mahomet by 
eart: in a word, they diſtinguiſhed him by the glorious 
ppellation of the Hero of Aſia, and the Phœnix of the 
We may take it for granted, from the time that this 
frince had completed the age of eighteen years, that he 
ad not his equal perhaps in the world. He was the ſoul 
{ Timurtaſch, kis father. When he ſpoke upon any de- 
eration in council, the moſt experienced miniſters ad- 
red his wiſdom and his. knowledge in affairs. Beſides 
i this, if a war was at any time to be carried on, you 
ght ſee him at the head of the troops of the empire, 
aching into the enemies country, giving them battle, 
d returning in triumph, He had already obtained 
Neral victories; and the Nogais were become fo re- 
bbtable by their glorious ſucceſſes under his command, 
VOL, 1. 1 CE chat 
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that the neighbouring nations did not dare to give then 


the leaſt diſquiet. Such was the ſituation of the affairs of A 
the Can, his father, when there came to his Court an am. his 
baſſador from the Sultan of Carizme. When this ni- WR con 


niſter received audience, he declared that his maſter hal 
a right to demand a yearly tribute for the future fron 
the Nogais Tartars ; which, if they refuſed to pay, he 
mould come in perſon, and compel them to it, at the head 
of two hundred thouſand men ; and that he would take 
from their ſovereign at once the forfeit of his crown and 
of his life, for not complying, of his own accord, with 
his demands. The Can vpon this aſſembled his council, 
It was deliberated whether the tribute ſhould be paid, 
rather than provoke ſo formidable an enemy; or whether 
his menaces ſhould be ſet at nought. Calaf, and the 
_— part of thoſe who aſſiſted at council, were of th: 
atter opinion; ſo that the ambaſſador was diſmiſſed with 
a refuſal. | | 

This done, deputies were diſpatched into all the adi 
cent countries, to repreſent to them, that it was thei 
common intereſt to join with the Can againſt the Sulta 
of Carizme, whoſe ambition was ſo boundleſs, that he 
would not fail one day to exact tribute likewiſe fron 
them, if he once extorted it from the Nogais. The de. 
puties ſucceeded in their negociations : the neighbouring 
nations, and amongſt others the Circaſſians, promiſed to 
enter into a league with the Can, and to aſſiſt him with 
fifty thouſand men. Upon theſe aſſurances, this Prince 
made a new levy of troops, which he added to his ſtand- 
ing forces. 

While the Nogais were buſied in theſe preparations 
the Sultan of Carizme, on the other hand, aſſembled to- 
gether two hundred thouſand ſighting men, and paſſe 
the Iaxartes at Cogende. He marched over the count!] 
of Ilac and of Saganac, where he found a plenty of pr. 
viſions. He advanced as far as Jund before the army of 
the Can could take the field, under the command 0 
Prince Calaf, becauſe the Circaſſians and the other aul 
liary troops were not in readineſs to join him ſooner- 
As ſoon as Calaf had received all the ſuccours he & 
pected, he marched directly to Jund : but ſcarce was he 
wot beyond Jenghikunt, when his couriers brought Mn 
f 5 intelligente 
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gence that the army were in ſight, and came on to give 
him battle. The young Prince immediately commanded 
his army to halt, and diſpoſed his men in order for the 


combat. 


FORTY-SIXTH DAY. 


HE two armies wcre near equal in number ; and the 

people who compoſed them were equally of a war- 
like diſpoſition : ſo that the battle was fought with much 
obſtinacy and bloodſhed : It began with the dawn of the 
day, and laſted till the cloſe of the evening. The offi- 
cers and ſoldiers behaved themſelves with great bravery on 
both ſides. The Sultan, during the action, did all that 
could poſſibly be performed by a warrior conſummate in 
military affairs; and Prince Calaf acquitted himſelf far 
beyond expeCtation in ſo young a general. One while 


then again for the Carizmains. So doubtful was the 
combat, that both the parties, triumphing in their turns. 
ſounded a retreat at the approach of night, fully reſolved 
to renew the fight in the morning. But the general 
of the Circaſſians went privily by night io the pavillion of 
the Sultan, and gave him aſſurances that he would aban- 
don the Nogais, provided he would engage himſelf by z 
treaty, which he ſhould ſwear religiouſly ro obſerve, never 
to exact any tribute from the people of Circaſſia, upon any 
pretext whatſoever, The Sultan accepted the propoſal, 
and the treaty was concluded. The general regained his 
tent; and on the morrow, when the charge was ſounded 
through the army, the Circaſſians were obſerved to draw 
oft from their allies, and ſhape their march towards their 
own territortes. + 

Prince Calaf was very much grieved at this treachery ; 
and ſeeing himſelf now much inferior in power, would 
tain have declined the combat, but that was not in his 
choice, The Carizmians began the attack warmly ; and 
aking the advantage of = ground, which allowed them 


2 to 


the victory ſeemed to declare for the Nogais Tartars, and 
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to extend their troops, they encompaſſed the Nogais on 
every fide. They, nevertheleſs, though abandoned þy 
the beſt of their auxiliary forces, and hemmed in by the 
enemy, bebaved themſelves with an undaunted braver 
Animated by the intrepidity of their Prince, they cloſe 
their ranks, and for a long time ſuſtained the moſt violent 
aſſaults of the Sultan ; when at-laſt the Carizmians broke 
in upon them and Calaf then deſpairing of vifory, 
thought, only of the means of ſaving himſelf by flight... 
He poſted himſelf at the head of ſome choſen ſquadrony 
and opened to himſelf a paſſage through the enemy, A; 
ſoon as the Sultan was advertiſed of his retreat, he de- 
tached fix thouſand horſe to purſue him; but the Prince 
eluded their purſuir, by ſtriking into by-roads, with which 
they were unacquainted ; ſo that in a few days after the 
battle, he arrived at his father's court, where all heart 
were filled with ſorrow and dread, for the ill ſucceſs that 
attended him, ; 

If this news afflicted Timurtaſch, that which he re. 
ceived ſoon after, completed his deſpair. An officer ef. 


tan of Carizme had in a manner utterly ſlain the Nogais 
with the edge of the ſabre ; and that he advanced by 
ſpeedy marches, with a reſolution to put to death the 
whole family of the Can, and to reduce the nation to ac- 
knowledge him for their ſovereign. Then the Can re. 
pented that he ever refuſed to pay the tribute ; but as the 
Arabian proverb ſays, repentance comes too late, when the 
city of Baſra lies in aſhes. The time was now ſhort, and 
it became neceſſary to think of a ſpeedy flight, for fear of 
falling under the power af the Sultan; therefore the Can, 
the Princeſs Elmaze, his wife, and Calaf, taking the moſt 
valuable things out of their treaſure wich them, departed 
from Aſtracan, their capital city, They were accom- 
panied by ſeveral officers of the court, who reſolved not 
to forſake them in diſtreſs ; as well as by the troops who 
had fought their way through the enemy with the 
young Prince. : ; 
They ſhaped. their courſe towards the greater Bulgarie, 
with a deſign to ſue for refuge and protection under ſome 
ſovereign prince. They had now journeyed ſeveral days, 
and had already gained the aſcent of Mount Caucaſus, — 
p a bod 


caped from the combat, brought intelligence, that the Sul. 
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a body of robbers, to the number of four thouſand, who 


inhabited this mountain, came pouring upon them like a 
tempeſt. The troops that accompanied Calaf hardly 
| amounted to four hundred men; notwichſtanding which he 
made 2a ftand againſt the robbers, and even killed a great 
number of them : but his men were all cut to pieces in the 
engagement; and he was in the end left abſolutely in the 
ower of the banditti. Some of them ſeized upon the 
riches they found, while others put to death the whole re- 
C tinue of the Can. They ſpared only this Prince, his wife, 
and his ſon, whom they left almoſt naked in the midſt of 
the mountain, 
lt is not to be expreſſed how great was the grief of 
Timurtaſch when he ſaw himſelf reduced to this extre- 
mity ; he envied the deſtiny of thoſe wretches who were 
ſain in his ſight ; and giving himſelf up to deſpair, he 
meditated attempts upon his own life. The Princeſs, on 
the other hand, melted into floods of tears, and made the 
rocks echo with her cries and lamentations, Calaf alone 
had the ſtrength of mind to ſupport the weight of ſo great 
an affliction 3 ſealoned with the doctrines of the Alcoran, 
and ſtrengthened by the proverbs of Mahomet concerning 
predeſtination, the firmneſs of his ſoul was not to be ſhaken. 
What afflicted him moſt was the extremicy of grief 
which opprefſed the Can and his wife. Oh my father! 
Oh my mother! ſaid he to them, fink not under your 
misfortunes 3 remember that it is the will of Heaven you 
ſhould be thus miſerable. Let us reſiga ourſelves to de- 
crees that are not to be controuled. Are we the firſt 
Princes whom the rod of divine juſtice has cauſed to 
ſmart? How many ſovereigns, before our days, have 
been driven out from their dominions, and after wander= 
ing long in foreign countries, treated like vagabonds, hav © 
at laſt been brought back to their people, and reinſtated 
n their thrones? If Heaven has the power to take away 
crowns, it has likewiſe the power to reſtore them. Let 
ie, rs bope, therefore, that Providence will compaſſionate our 


ne I bufferings, and that better days will ſucceed after the 


orm ot adverſity which has overtaken us. 

He ſpoke much more to this purpoſe ; and as he ſpoke 
bs father and his mother dwelt upon his ſpeech, and ſel; 
8 cret confort riſe within their minds, In the end 
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his reaſons prevailed. Iam ſatisfied, my fon, ſays the 
Can ; let us reſign ourſelves to the will of Heaven ; and 
ſince all the evils that ſurround us in this life, are regiſ- 
tered upon the fatal table, let us bear them without mur- 
muring. Theſe diſcourſes ended, the Can, his wife, and 
his fon continued their journey on foot, for the robber, 
had taken away their horſes, They travelled ſeveral 
days, and lived upon the fruits which they found in the 
valleys. But in a few days more they found themſelves 
bewildered in a deſart, where the barrennefs of the ground 
produced nothing for their ſubſiſtence, ſo that their irengh 
began..to fail. "Ihe Can, already advanced in years, per- 
ceived his ſpirits flag apace; and the Princeſs, tired out 
with the tedioufnefs of the journey, was fearcely able to 
ſupport her ſteps; inſomuch, that Calaf, though very 
much haraffed himſelf, to relieve them, bore them by 
turns upon his ſhoulders. 0 

And now they were all three ſorely preſſed with hunger 
and thirſt, and weariſomneſs at once, when they came to 
a place full of dreadful precipices, There aroſe a very 
High hill, broken into frightful gaps and hollows, which 
ſeemed very difficult and dangerous to paſs ; and there 
was no other way to come at a vaſt plain which lay on the 
ether fide ; for on either part of the hill the country ap- 
peared ſo thick covered with thorns and - briars, that i 
ſeemed impra cticable to gain a paſſage through them — 
When the Princeſs ſaw the terrible caverns that lay be 
fore them, the was ſo affrighted, that ſhe broke out in the 
Joudeſt cries 5 and the Can himfelf, no longer able 0 
bear his ſufferings with patience, abandoned himſelf to 
rage. It is enough, my ſon, ſaid he to the Prince, I re- 
fgn myſelf to my deſtiny, and I yield to trials ſo ſevere. 
L am determined to caſt myſelf headlong into one of theſe 
unſearchable gulphs, which Heaven, without doubt, has 
reſerved for ty tomb. Iwill {et myſelf free from the 
tyranny of my fortune: any death is preferable to a lil 
fo full of pain. 
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FORTY-SEVENTH DAY. 


HE Can, giving himſelf up to the turbulent emo- 
T tions of his heart, was preparing to plunge head- 
long into a gulph, when Prince Calat, catching him io 
his arms, withheld him. Ah, my father, ſays he to 
bim, what is it you attempt? Why are you thus tranf- 
ported to ruin yourſelf? Are theſe the proofs you give of 


| that reſignation which you owe to the decrees of Heaven ? 


Recollect yourſelf a while; inſtead of ſhewing a rebellious 
patience to the Divine will, let us endeavour, by our 
conſtancy and perſeverance, to merit favour and compaſ- 
fion from above. We are, I confeſs it, in very difficult 
circumſtances ; and we cannot attempt to travel through 
theſe unfathomable depths without riſking our lives—but 
perhaps there is yer ſome other way to come at the plain; 
let it be my care to find it our, Do you, Sir in the mean 
time, ſmooth your ruffled thoughts, and remain here with 
the Prmceſs ; I ſhall ſoon return. Go, my ſon, replies 


| the Can; we will expect you here. Fear nothing from 


my deſpair; I ſhall be able to keep it within bounds till 
your return. | 

The young Prince compaſſed the hill on every fide, 
without being able to ſind a paſſage. This afflicted him 


deeply, inſomuch that he fell proſtrate to the earth; and, 


groaning out his ſortiow. he implored Heaven for ſue- 
cour—then, raiſing bimſelf from the ground, he endea- 
voured once more to diicover ſome path that might lead 
him into the plain ; and his labour was not loſt. And 
now, returning thanks to Heaven, thar was his guide, he 
purſued the track which lay before him, till he came up 
to a tree that ſtood in the entrance to the plain. This 
tree overſhado wed a fountain of pure tranſparent water; 
he likewiſe perceived other trees, loaded with fruits of an 
extraordinary ſize. Tranſported with this diſcovery, he 
ſpeeded to give notice of it to his father and his mother, 
Who received the news with greater joy, in that they 
looked upon it as a mark of the immediate favour of 
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Heaven, and believed that their miſeries began now to be 
regarde with compaſſion. Calaf conducted them to the 
fountain, Where they all three waſhed their faces and their 
hands, and ſlaked the violent drought that conſumed 
them. After this they eat of the fruits that the young 
Prince gathered ior them; which ſeemed the more ex. 
guijite to them, becauſe they had faſted ſo long. Sir, 
ſaid Calaf to his father, you now ſee that your murmur. 
ings were too raſh: you imagined that Fleaven had 
forſaken us; I implored aſſiſtance from above, and 
we are aflifted. The Supreme Power is not deaf to the 
cries of the afflicted, who put their entire confidence in 
him. 

They abode near the fountain three days, to reſt them. 
ſelves, and to renew their exhauſted ſpirits. Then they 


took with them proviſion of fruits, and advanced into the 


plain, hoping they might arrive at ſome inhabited place, 
Neither were they diſappointed in their hopes; for in a 
ſhort time they diſcovered before them, a city, which, by 
its extent and buildings, ſeemed to be of note. They di. 
rected their ſteps towards it; and when they were come 
as far as the outward gates, they halted there, expecting 


the night; becauſe they were not willing to enter the city 


by day light, fatigued and covered with duſt, and ſo deſ. 
titute of apparel, They ſat down under a tree which call 
a ſpreading ſhade, and ſtretched themſelves upon the 
preſs. They had now. repoſed themſelves for ſome time 
in this place, when an old man,. from the city, came 0 
enjoy the cool under the ſame tree, and ſat down by them, 
aſter making a profound reverence, They ſat up. to ſa- 
lute him again; which done, they demanded of him the 
name of the city, This city is called Jaic, replied the 
old man; it is the capital of the country in which the 
niver Jaic takes irs riſe. The King Henge-Can keeps his 
court in it. You muſt be very great ſtrangers, by the 
queſtion you put to me. We are fo, anſwers the Can; 


ue come out of a country far diftant from this place, Ibe 


kingdom of Carizme is our native ſoil ; our abode is upon 
the borders of the Caſpian ſea, and we exerciſe traffie. We 
ſet out with ſeveral other merchants for Capchac; a great 
band of robbers fel] upon our caravan and pillaged it ; they 
ſpared our lives, but they left us in the condition yon lee 
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us in. 
come thus far, not knowing whither our ſteps tended. 


153 


We have traverſed Mount Caucaſus, and we are 


The old man, who was of a nature apt to compaſ- 
fonate the ſufferings of his neighbour, gave them to un- 
derſtand, that he was ſorry for their misfortune ; and, to 
convince them of his fincerity, he made them an offer of 


his houſe. 
not poſſible for them to refuſe. him, though they had 


This he did with fo good a grace, that it was 


ſtood 


in no need of his kindneſs: therefore, as ſoon as night 
cams on, he brought them home with him, It was a 
little houſe, with very plain furniture, but where every 
thing was neat, and ſeemed rather to ſpeak the modeſty 


thin the indigence of the owner. 


The old man as he 


went in at the door, whiſpered ſome orders apart to one 


of his ſlaves, who in a little time was ſeen to return 


made; the other a great variety of veils, of turbans, 
of ſaſhes. 


chants, ſent them away, and called for ſupper, 


bree heath fowls minced ſmall. 
Ited of a diſh of tziberca, the moſt delicate fith in 
ag, two plates of ſturgeon, and the leg 


Mz and of date brandy. . 


© —————————— —— —— 


with 


wo merchant-apprentices; the one of which carried a 
large bundle of men's and women's garments, ready 


and 


Prince Calaf and his father took each of them 
a eiffetan of cloth, and a veſt of brocade, with a turban 
of Indian linen; and the Princeſs the attire of a woman 
ps complete in its kind, After this the hoſt paid the mer- 


Two 


ſlaves prepared a table immeltiitely, and a ſide-board ſet 
with China ware, with plates of ſantal- wood and of aloe“, 
ind with ſeveral cups of coral, perfumed with ambergris. 
da excellent Chourva, with two ſide-pfates of ſpawn of 
targzon was firſt ſerved to the table. The Can, his wife, 
in] Calaf fat down with the old man, and eat of theſe + 
ches, which were ſucceeled by an antilope-paſty, a large 
th of pilau heaped up, in which-there was the fleſh of - 
The laſt ſervice con- 


the 


| of a mare 
rolled, After which, they drank three great bottles of 


YI. 
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FORTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


drank, grew cheerful and full of pleaſantry, and 
ed his utmoſt endeayours to inſpire his gueſts with 
mirth, But, perceiving his efforts were vain, and that 
they ſeemed ſtill to ruminate upon their misfortunez, | 
ſee plainly, ſays he to them, that all I can ſay has nat 
the power to divert your thoughts from the calamity 
that has befaſſen you; your minds dwell upon it with- 
out intermiſſion. Nevertheleſs, give me leave to tell 
you, that inſtead of giving yourſelves up to theſe me- 
Jancholy reflections, you ſhould endeavour to baniſh 
them ſrom your thought, And why ſhould you affid 
yourſelves for the Joſs of goods, which the robbers 
have taken from you? Is the accident, think you, en 
traordinary, which has happened to you.? travellers 
and traders are daily liable to ſuch adventures. | was 
myſelf robbed in my youth upon the road from Mouſel 
to Bagdad; the banditti took from me things of a con- 
ſiderable value, and I barely eſcaped with my life, | 
was in the very eircumſtances which you now labour 
under, and yet I did not give myſelf up to ſorrow, 
Nevertheleſs, I thought it a very ſevere trial, for a mai 
of my condition to be reduced to the extremity of want 
and poverty. I'muſt-te}l you my whole ſtory : it in 
mark of confidence I am willing you ſhould have from 
me, and it may perhaps be of ſome ſervice to you When 
you ſhall have heard the adverſities I have ſuffered, who 
knows but it may enable you to ſupport your own. 
When he had ſpoken to this purpoſe, the good old man 
made a fign to his ſlaves to retire, then he began in tt 
following terms: 


T's old man, warmed by the liquors he had 
uſe 


THE 


TH 


—- 


Wa 29 « — =- on — — ” mg * — 


— K 
„ wr 


| 
ö 


th. 


> 


PERSIAN TALES, 15 


THE HISTORY OF THE PRINCE FADLALLAH, SON OF 
BIN-ORTQC, KING OF MOUSEL... 


— the ſon of the great Bin- Ortoc, the late King of 


Mouſel. As ſoon as I arrived to the twentieth year 
of my age, he was deſirous I ſhould take a wife. He 
contrived to bave a great number of young ſlaves brought 
before me, amongſt which there were ſome extremely 
beautiſul. I looked upon them all with indifference ; 
there was not one that made the leaſt impreſſion upon me; 
they themſelves were. conſcious. of it, and retired covered 
with b/uthes, and full of indignation, to find I was not 
to be captivated. My father, likewiſe, was very much, 
ſurpriſed at my inſenſibility. This was what he was ſo 
far from ſuſpecting, that he took it for granted before 
hand, that, ſtruck at once with ſo many different beau- 
ties, I ſhould be confounded in my choice. I told him 
that I did not find in myſelf any inclinations iowards 
matrimony ; that this perhaps proceeded from the great 
deſire I had to travel; that I conjured him to grant me 
his leave to go only to Bagdad, and that upon ,my return 
might perhaps find myſelf diſpoſed to ſettle with a wife. 
He was not willing to lay any reſtraint upon me; he there- 
fore conſented that I ſhould make a journey to Bagdad. 
And, that I might appear in this great city like the fon of 
King, he ordered a magnificent equipage to be prepared 
for me. He ſer open his treaſures; and he ſuffered me to - _ 
take out of them four camel loads of pieces of gold. He 
appointed me a number of the officers of his houſhold to 
lerve me, and gave me an hundred men out of his guards 
to eſcort me. 0 

ſet out then for Bagdad from Mouſel wich this nu- 
merous retinue. For ſome days we met with no acei- 
dents on our way: but one night, while we ſlept all in 
2 meadow, where we encamped, we were attacked ſo 
rudely, and by ſo numerous a band of Bedouin- Arabian, 
that the greateſt part of my men were maſſacred, before 
L waz even ſenſible of the danger that ſurrounded me. 1 


— 
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put myſelf into a poſture of defence with the few remain- 
ing ſoldiers and officers of my father's houſehold, We 
charged the Bedouins ſo briſkly, that we flew above three 
hundred of them. The day light being now returned, 
the brigands, who. encloſed us round, aſhamed and en- 
raged as fo obſtinate a reſiſtance - from fuch a handful of 
men, redoubled their efforts: in vain did we fight like 
men that were deſperate, for in the end they overpowered 
us. Neceſſitated therefore to yield to their ſuperior force, 
they took from us our arms and our clothes; and, in- 
ftead of- reſerving us ſor ſlavery, or letting us go for 
*yrerches, whoſe deplorable condition alone was a ſuff- 
cient puniſhment, they reſolved to avenge the death of 
their companions upon us. They were ſo baſe and ſo 
barbarous, as to hew. in pieces men whom they ad leſt 
deſtitute, of.all defence. My whole retinue periſhed ; and 
I myſelf was going to ſhare their deſtiny, when, making 
myſelf known to the robbers ; hold, raſh men, ſaid I to 
them; reſpe& the blood of kings. I am Prince Fadlal- 


lah, the only ſon of Bin-Ortoc, King of Mouſel, and heir 


to his dominions. I am very glad, replies then the cap- 
rain of the Bedouins, to learn who you are. We have long 
borne a mortal hatred to your father; he has hanged up 


ſeveral of our companions that have fallen into his hands, 


now we ſhall take repriſals upon you. | 

In effect, he ordered me to be bound, and the robbers, 
when they. had ſeized upon my baggage, took me with 
them to the foot of a mountain, between two foreſts, where 
they had piched an infinite number of little grey tents; 
this was their retreat. They carried ine into their cap- 
tain's tent, which ſtood in the centre, and roſe in height 
above the others, I was kept there one whole day; after 
which they tied me to a tree. There expecting my life, 
which was hardly in its prime, to wear away by a linger- 
ing death, I had the diſpleaſure to ſee myſelf ſurrounded 


by theſe villains, who took a pleaſure to inſult me, and to 


gall me with their rudg mockeries. >. 
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FORTY-NINTH DAY. 


ND now having long continued in this poſture, the 
"\ laſt moment of my life drew on apace, when a ſcout 
came with intelligence to the captain of the Bedouius, 
that there was a good booty for him about ſeven leagues 
from thence z that a conſiderable caravan was to encamp 
the next night ina certain place which he named. The 
chief immediately gave orders to his companions to pre- 
pare for a march, which they did in a little time. They 
all mounted their horſes, and left me behind in their re- 
treat, not doubting, but at their return, they ſhould find 
me expired: but Heaven, that fruſtrates and diſappoints 
the counſels of men, when they are not agreeable to his 
eternal wiſdom, had determined to prolong my life. The 
| wife of the captain of the banditti had compaſſion on me; 
ſhe came by night to the three, againſt which I was bound, 
and ſaid to me, young man I am touched with your 
ſufferings, and would fain deliver you from the danger 
rou are in: but ſhould J unbind you, and ſet you at 
liberty, have you yet ſtrength remaining ſufficient to 
make your eſcape? | have, anſwered I; that Providence 
which has inſpired you with theſe charitable inclinations 
will ſupply me with ftrength to eſcape. This woman 
diſengaged me from my bonds; gave me an old cafferan 
of her huſband's, with three loaves ; then ſhewing me a path, 
go your way faid ſhe, follow that track, and it brings 
you to a place inhabited, I thanked my deliverer, and 
marched all the night, treading in the path which ſhe had 
pointed out tome. | 

In the morning, at ſome diſtance bofore me, I could 
perceivea man driving onwards a horſe loaded with two 
great packs, I made up to him; and when I had told 
bim that ] was an unfortunate ſtranger, who had loſt his 
way, and knew nothing of the country, I aſked him whi- 
ther he was going? I am travelling, replies he, to Bag- 
Ud to ſell theſe goods, and hope to arrive there in two 
days 
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days more, I accompanied this man, and never quitted 
hiar till I came to the entrance of this great city: he 
went where his affairs called him, and I retired into x 
moſque, where I ſtayed two days and two nights; I had 
no great inclination to go out from thence, becauſe [ 
feared to meet ſome of the inhabitants of Mouſel why 
might know me; I was ſo much aſhamed of the con. 
dition I was reduced to, that, far from defiring to make 
it known to others, I would feign have concealed it even 
from myſelf, The ſharpneſs of my hunger, neverthe- 
leſs, in ſome meaſure, overcame my modeſty, or rather, 
I was forced to yield to the force of neceſſity, which is 
not to be reſiſted ; therefore, I came to tke reſolution of 
begging my bread, till 1 could find out ſome better ex- 
pedient. | 

I planted myſelf before a great houſe under one of the 


lower windows, and aſked for an alms in a loud voice; 


in an inſtant there came an old ſhe-flave, with a lot in 
her hand, to relieve me. As I eame forward to receive 
it, the wind, as it happened, blew the curtain of the 
window aſide, and diſcovered to me a young lady in the 
hall, of a moſt ſurpriſing. beauty; her brightneſs das- 
zled my eyes, and flaſhed upon my ſenſes like lightning, 
I received the bread, not knowing. what I did, and re- 
mained immoveable before the old woman, without ſo 
much as returning my thanks for her charity; I was in 
ſo great a ſurprize and diſorder, and ſo ſmitten with 
love, that, doubtleſs, ſhe muſt take me for ſome-wretch 
devoid of underſtanding. She retired, and left me in the 
ſtreet, with my eyes vainly bent upon the cur ain; for 
the wind raiſed it now no more; however, I paſſed the 
remainder of the day there, expecting a ſecond favour- 
able breeze. When I ſaw the night approach, I be- 
thought myſelf of retiring; but before I went from this 
houſe, I aſked an old man, as he paſſed, whether he 
he knew to whom it belonged. It is, ſays he, the houſe 
of Seigneur Mouaffac, the ſon of Adbane ; be is a per- 
ſon of quality, a man of honour, and remarkably rich. 
It is not long fince he was governor of this city ; but he 
happened to have a quarrel with the Cady, who found 
means to diſgrace him with the Califfe, and to have hy 
government taken from him. 


] wen! 
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| went on penſive, and muſing upon my adventure, till 
| found I was inſenfibly got without the city: ſo that 
went over into a great field of burial, reſolved to paſs 
the night there. I eat my loaf with little or no appetite ; 
though naturally I might expect to have been hungry.— 
Then ] laid myſelf down near a ſepulchre, with my head 
inclined againſt a heap of bricks. I found no ſmall diffi- 
culty to bring myſelf to ſleep: the daughter of Mouaffac 
made a terrible havoc within me; her charming image 
fred my imagination: and beſides, the diet I had ſub- 
ſited upon, was in its nature too dry and void of jq;ce to 
procure me eaſy ſlumbers from its vapours. But notwith- 
ſtanding the ideas which had taken poſſeſſion of my mind, 
| lumbered a little; when on a ſudden I was diſturbed by 
2 great noiſe from within the ſepulchre. 


FIFTIETH DAY. 
1 wich this uproar, not knowing from 


what cauſe it might proceed, I ſtarted up to make 
my eſcape, and fly far from this field of burial ; when 
two men, who were at the entrance to the ſepulchre, 
perceiving me, laid hold on me, demanding who I was, 
and what my buſineſs there? Iam, ſaid I to them, an un- 
happy ſtranger, whom fortune has reduced to ſubſiſt upon 
alms; and I came to pais the night here, becauſe I have 
no lodging within the city, Since thou art a beggar, 
| ſays one of them to me, thank Heaven that thou haſt met 
with us; we will feaſt thee with good cheer. This ſaid, 
they forced me into the Spule where four of their 
comrades were junketing upon dates and huge turnips, 
and quaffing out of large flaggons of brandy, 

They preſſed me to ſit down with them to a long ſtone, 
which ſerved them for a table; and 1 was obliged to eat 
and drink in complaiſance. I immediately ſuſpected 
them for thieves and robbers, as they were; and their 
converſation ſoon confirmed me in my ſurmiſes. They 
began to talk over a conſiderable robbery which they had 
executed that night; and taking it for granted that 1 
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ſhould be glad to liſt myſelf into their band, they propoſed 
it to me. This threw me into no ſmall pcrplexity ; for 
you may very well imagine, that I had not the leaſt in- 
. Clination to aſſociate myſelf with ſuch companions : and 
yet I was very much afraid to provoke. them by refuſing 
their offer. I was therefore utterly at a loſs what anſwer 
to make them, when, happily for me, an accident arrived 
in due time to diſengage me from the difficulty I laboured 
under. The Cady's lieutenant, attended by twenty or 
thirty Aſas well armed, entered the ſepulchre, ſeized the 
robbers and me, and carried us all to priſon, where we 
were kept that night. The next day the Cady himſelf 
came to examine the priſoners. The robbers, ſeeing it 
was 1n vain to deny it, confeſſed their crime : then I told 
the judge how I happened to fall into their company ; and 
they giving teſtimony to the truth of what I ſaid, I was 
ſet apart from them. The Cady had a mind, for his far- 
ther ſatisfaction, to interrogate me in private before be {ct 
me at liberty. He came therefore to me, and aſked what 
brought me into the burying-place where I was taken, 
and how I employed my time at Bagdad? In a word, he 
put a thouſand queſtions to me, to which I anſwered 
with a great deal of ſincerity, fave only that I did not diſ- 
cover my birth to him. Above all, 1 took care to give 
him a very punctual account of all my actions, and even 
told him, that the day before, ſtanding under a window of 
Mouaffac's houſe to afk charity, IJ had by meer accident 
ſeena young lady who had charmed me. 

I could perceive the Cady's eyes ſparkle at the name ol 
Mouaffac; after which, he. looked thoughtful a few mi- 
nutes; then, aſſuming a cheerful countenance, he faid to 
me, Young man, it will he your own fault if you do 
not poſſeſs the lady you ſaw yeſterday. She muſt, doubt- 
leſs, be the daughter of Mouaflac, for Lam *told he bas 
one of an extraordinary beauty. Though thou wert the 
laſt of mankind, I will engage to procure thee the accom- 
pliſhmenrt of thy wiſhes : leave it only to me; I go this 
inſtant about making thy. fortune, I returned him my 
thanks, without being able as yet to penetrate into the 
deſign he was forming; and. I followed the Aga of bis 
black eunuchs, who, by his orders, took me out of priſon, 
and cartied me to the Hammam, 
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While J was there, the judge ſent two Chaoux to 
Mouaffac, to acquaint him that he deſired to ſpeak 
with him about an affair of the greateſt conſequence. 
Mouaffac came along with the Chaoux, As ſoon as 
the Cady perceived bim, he went out to meet bim; 
he ſaluted him, and embraced him ſeveral times. Mou- 
affac was greatly aſtoniſhed at this reception, Whence 
can it proceed, thought he to himſelf, that the Cady, 
my ſworn enemy, is this day ſo full of his civilities to 
me? He muſt propoſe ſome end by it. Seigneur Mou- 
effae, ſays the judge to him, Heaven, it ſeems, will not 
haye us two to live in enmity any longer ; it offers now 
an occaſion to us of reconciling that hatred, which 
has for ſome years divided our families. The Prince 
of Baſra arrived laſt night in Bagdad, and is come to 
lodge in my houſe. He ſet out from Baſra wihour 
taking Jeave of the King, his father, He has heard 
much talk of your daughter; and, from the account that 
has been given him of her, he is ſo much in love with 
ber, that he intends to demand her of you in marriage. 
He has a mind, that this union thould be brought to a 
concluſion by my interpoſition; which is ſo much the 
more agreeable to me, as it will be a means to-reconcile 
our differences, It is an amazing thing to me, replies 
Mouaffac, that the Prince of Baba ſhould think of ho- 
nouring me fo far as to purpoſe marrying my daughter 
Zemroude; and that you of all men ſhould be pitched 
upon to be the meſſenger of this news, — you, who have 
aways been ſo induſtrious to my prejudice. I beſeech 
you, Seigneur Mouaffac, rejoins the Cady, ſay no 
more of what has paſſed ; let us forget, I .enteat you, 
the injuries that have reciprocally riſen on both ſides: 
and, in remembrance of the advantageous alliance, 
which is in a manner already begun between your” 
daughter and the Prince of Baſra, let us finiſh our re- 
remaining days in a perfect good underſtanding the one 
wich the other, | 

The diſpofition of Mouaffac was naturally as good 
and gentle, as that of the judge was miſchievous and 
perverſe, He ſuffered himſelf to be impoſed upon by 
ine falſe appearances of friendſhip which his enemy gave 
m: be ſtiſled all his reſentments that inſtant, and gave 

| himſelf 
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himſelf up, without the leaſt diſtruſt, to the treacheroy 
careſles of the Cady. They were in the action of em- 
bracing each other, and ſwearing an inviolable friend. 
ſhip, when I entered the room where they were, con- 
ducted by the Aga. Upon my coming out of the bath, 
he gave me a coſtly robe to put on, with a turban of 
Indian muſlin, fringed at the ends with gold, which V 
hung down to my ears. Great Prince, ſays the Cady u 
me, as ſoon as he ſaw me enter, bleſſings attend your Wi Mou 
foorfteps and your. arrival to Bagdad, fince you have bo 
been pleaſed to lodge under my roof. How ſhall my i *”®) 
tongue be able to expreſs my acknowledgments for 8b affair 
great an honour ? Behold there the Seigneur Mousſſie, Wil 
whom I have informed in the buſineſs of your journey Conc 
to this city. He conſents to give you his daughter, who fon-1 
is beautiful as a ſtar, that you may make her your lawful the 1 
wife. Then Mouaffac made me a protound reverence, and be. 
ſaid to me, O ſon of the great King, I am confounded 
with the honour you deſign my daughter; the would think 
- herſelf happy in ſerving as a flave to one of the Princeſſes Wi "PI 
of your ſeraglio. | 
Judge all of you how I muſt be aſtoniſhed with theſe {| *fc 
ſpeeches? However, not knowing what to reply, | 
faluted Mouaffac in filence, The Cady, ſeeing I wa very 


confounded, and fearing I might make ſome anſwer that obli 
would ruin his project, loſt no time to renew the diſcourſe plac 
himſelf, It would be more to your mutual fatisfaQtion, dau 


faid he, if the contract of marriage were this inſtant per- 
formed in the preſence of creditable witneſſes, Having 
ſpoke ſo, he ordered his Aga to go for witneſſes; and u 
the mean time he drew up the contraR, | conc 
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FIFTY-FIRST DAY. 
HEN the Aga had brought in his witnefſes, the 


contract was read to them, which I figned : 
Mouaffac likewiſe ſigned it, and afterwards the Cady, 
who put the finiſhing hand to it, Then the judge ſent 
away the witneſſes, and faid ro Mouaffac, you know. the 
affairs of the great are not to be tranſaQed like thoſe of 
inferior perſons; ſecrecy and diligence are requiſte, 
Conduct the Prince to your houſe ; he is now your 
ſon-in-law ; give ſpeedy orders for the conſummation of 
the marriage; and ſee that every thing be done as it thould 
be. 

I took my leave of the Cady with Mouaffac. When 
we came tothe door, we ſaw two fine mules richly 
trapped, ſtanding before the gate; and the judge entreated 
us with a great deal of ceremony to mo nt hm. Mou» 
affac carried me home with him. When we came within 
the court, be alighted firſt from his mule, and with a 
very reſpectful air came to hold my ſtirrup, which I was 
obliged againſt my will to comply with, In the next 
place, he took me by the hand, and led me up into his 
daughter's apartment, where he left me with her alone, 
when he had acquainted her with what had paſſed at the 
Cady's houſe, 

Zemroyde, taking it for granted that her father had 
concluded a match for her with the Prince of Baſra, re- 
ceived me as a huſband, that would one day raiſe her to a 
throne : and I, the moſt contented and the moſt ena- 

moured of men, paſſed the live long day at the feet of this 
| Joung lady, endeavouring, by the utmoſt complaiſance 
and tenderneſs of manners, to recommend myſelf a little 
to her affections. I ſcon perceived, that my time and 
pins were not employed to no purpoſe; and that my 
youth, and the earneſtneſs of my love, made ſome im- 
preſſone upon her. How happy was I, when I made 
this Citcovery! I redoubled my care to pleaſe ; and I had 
the 
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8 cour 
the ſatisfaction to remark, that from time to time I grey M cried 

upon her inclinations, In the mean time, Movafic uns it tl 
wholly taken up in preparing a magnificent entertain. . the 
ment for his daughter's wedding, to which he hag WR own 
invited a great number of his relations. The bride ap. born 

peared there in the fullneſs of beauty, and fſurpaſſey bon ye 
even the Houries in luſtre, The paſſion with which! at 

had inſpired her, ſeemed to give an additional grace to het Prince 
charms, w_— entitle 


The banquet was followed by muſic and dancing: thi; ie s 
was performed by a choſen ſet of flaves, who danced and procec 
ſung, and played upon all kinds of inftraments, While WK vit59! 
the company was all intent upon their motions and their had t 
muſic, I could perceive the bride withdraw with her mo. WM 0vg] 


ther. In a little time after Mouaffac came in, and taking not le 


me by the hand, led me to a very handſome apartment, 
We entered a chamber very richly furniſhed, where there 
ſtood a large bed of gold brocade, round which were 
lighted up perfumed tapers in candleſticks of filyer, 
Zemroude, who was undreſſed by her mother and two 
flaves, was newly lain in the bed, Mouaffac, his wife, 


and the flaves retired, and left me in the chamber; | 
when, lifting up my heart in thanks to Heaven for my led 
good fortune, I put off my clothes, ard placed myſel with 
in the bed, cloſe by the perſon whom I loved beyond ay wom 
life, crec 
Early in the morning I heard a knocking at the door mad 
of my chamber; I roſe, and opening the door, whom with 
ſhould I ſee but the black Aga, wich a great bundle under Ihe 
his arm! I imagined that he came from the Cady to my and 
wife and me, with a preſent of two princely robes, but! the 
was deceived. You fortune-hunter, fays the negro to me, re 
with an air of raillery, the Cady preſents his ſervices to lays 
you, and deſires you will te pleaſed to ſend him back the pre: 
dreſs which he lent you yeſterday, to perſonate the Prince brit 
of Baſra: I have brought you here your old tattered 01 
equipage z you may now appear like yourſelf, I was ve 
ſufficiently ſurpriſed with the compliment, and ſoon faw ih 
Wi 


through the whole malice of the Cady. I returned into 
the hands of the Aga his maſter's turban and his robe, 
and put on my old thread-bare cafferan, which was full 
of rents, Zemroude overheard part of the negro's * 
courle 
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courſe; and, ſecing me ſo miſerably clothed, Oh Heaven! 
ied ſhe, what means this alteration in you? and what 
it that man has been ſaying to you? Madam, anſwered 


own malice ; he thinks he has given you ſome wretch, 
born and bred in obſcurity, for a huſband; and the per- 
ſon yoa are married to is a Prince, I am not inferior to 
nat huſband whoſe hand you ſeemed to receive. The 
Prince of Baſra holds no rank above that to which I am 
entitled: I am the King of Mouſel's only fon ; heir to 
the great Bin-Ortoac—PFadlallah is my name: then I 
proceeded to give her an account of all my adventure, 
without concealing the ſmalleſt circumſtance. When TI 
had made an end of my ſtory, My Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
though you were not the ſon of a great King, I ſhould 
not love you the leſs: and I do aſſure you, if I am 
pleaſed to hear of your high birth, it is only in conſi- 
deration of my father, who is much fonder of titles than 
[am All the ambition of my heart is to be poſſeſſed 
of a huſband, who can confine his love to me alone; 
and who will never torture me with a rival in his 
affeQions, 


e 
5 Imide her the moſt ſolemn proteſtations, that while I 
y lived would love but her alone: and ſhe was tranſported 
er with the aſſurances I gave her. She called one of ber 
man, and ordered her to go with all diligence and ſe- 
crecy to a merchant's, and buy a man's apparel ready 
or WT ade, of the richeſt ſort. The ſlave who was entruſted 
* with this commiſſion, acquitted herſelf of it with addreſs: 
er lhe ſoon returned, and brought with her a princely robe 
ny ind veſt, with a turban of Indian muſlin as fine as 
1 the other; ſo that in a few minutes I found myſelf at- 
I, red in greater magnificence than before. Well Sir, 
to lays Zemroude then to me, think you the Cady will have 
he preat reaſon to triumph in his exploits ? he thought to 
ce bring a diſgrace upon my family, and he has done honour 
d to it for ever. He flatters himſelf, no doubt of it, that 


ve are at this preſent overwhelmed with ſhame and ſore 
Tow; how ſevere then will be the pangs of Fhis remorſe 
when he ſhall come to know how great a benefactor he 
ws been to his enemies ? But before you diſeloſe to him 
Fo you are, we muſt contrive to puniſh him for the 

| | wickedneis 


|. the Cady is a great villain ; but he is entrapped in his 
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_ wickedneſs of his intentions. Be that my buſineſs, | 

know there is a dyer in this city, who has a moſt frigh, 
ful daughter.—Bur I will ſay no more of it, adds ſhe 
correQing herſelf; I will not have you loſe the pleaſun 
of the ſurpriſe. Let it ſatisfy you to know that I med. 
tare a revenge that ſhall wound the Cady to the very { 
and make him the jeſt and laughter of the court a 
city. | 
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FIFTY-SECOND DAY. 
I THOUGHT this magiſtrate ſufficiently puniſhed in 


making me ſon-in-law to Mouaffac, and was of opi 
nion he ſhoul be no otherwiſe perſecuted, than by dil. 
covering to him my qualizy ; but Zemroude was bent 
upon thoughts of further vengeance. You know the na 
ture of women ; ſhe would have taken it unkindly had] 
ſeemed to croſs her inclinations. She dreſſed herſelf in 1 
very plain but neat apparel ; then covering her face with 


a very thick veil, the begged I would give her leave to Bb 
abroad; accordingly ſhe had my leave. She went ou WW ost 
unaccompanied, and took the readieſt way to the Cad) ves. 
houſe; there ſhe placed herſelf, ſtandipg in a corner BW vel. 
of the hall in which this judge gave audience to al il date 
perſons that came before him, as well Muffelmen à coat 
infidels. Do 1 

He no ſooner happened to caſt his eye upon her, bu WW e 
he was taken with the ſtateJineſs of her preſence, He ſen any 
an officer to her to enquire who ſhe was, and what the WW arm. 
came about. She made anfwer that ſhe was the daug WW wir 


ter of an artizan of the city, and that the deſired to have WW de. 
a little diſcourſe with the Cady in private. When the 
officer brought back this anfwer, the Cady, who was at den] 
admirer of the fair ſex, made a ſign to Zemroude to count Wi t, f 
forward, and directed her into a cloſet which lay on one \ 
hand of his tribunal : ſhe obeyed, bowing her head o en 
as ſhe ' paſſed, She fat upon a ſofa, and Jifted up be un 
veil; the Cady immediately followed her, placed hiwlt Wi ne: 
by her, and was ſmitten with her beauty, Well, my #8 on 


Ode 
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ane, fays he, what can I do to ſerve you? Sir, replies 
he, you, who have the power to put the laws in force, 
and who diſtributes juſtice to the poor as well as to the 
rich, give ear, I beſeech you to my complaints, and have 
compaſſion upon my ſorrowful condition. Let me know 
tour grievance then, replies the Cady, fired with her 
charms ? I fwear by my head and by my eyes, that I. will 
ſtrain my power to the utmoſt in your behalf. 

Then Zemroude took her evil quite off, and diſplaying 
eo the judge her lovely hair, of an amber colour, which 
waved in ringlets down her ſhoulders. Conſider, Sir, 
fad ſhe to him, how you like theſe treſſes: examine my 
I features, and the whole turn of my face, I entreat you, 
and tell me what you think, Ihe Cady, encouraged by 
theſe ſpeeches, ſoon broke ſilence, and expreſſed his rap- 
tres by words. By the ſacrifice of Mount Araſate, cries 
he, I ſee no blemiſh in you: your forehead is like a plate 
of poliſhed ſilver ; your brows reſemble two ſpacious 
arches ; your cheeks are roſes; your eyes ſparkle beyond 
diamonds ; and your mouth is a ruby caſket that holds a 
bracelet of pearls. | 

The daughter of Mouaffac ſtopped not here; ſhe raiſed 
berſelf up from the ſofa, and took ſome ſteps about the 
cloſcr,” giving herſelf all the graceful motions ſhe was miſ- 
trels of, Regard my ſhape, Sir, ſaid ſhe ! obſerve me 
well? do you ſee the leaſt diſproportion in me? Am I 
not of a free and eaſy make? Do you perceive any thing 
conſtrained in my manner ? Have I any aukward geſtures ? 
Do I not tread as you could with ? Jam charmed, replies 
the judge, with your whole perſon, I have never ſeen 
any thing ſo complete as you. And what fay you to my 
arms, faid ſhe, baring them as ſhe ſpoke ; are they not 
white, and plump, and round ? Ah inhuman ! interrupts 
tne Cady, enflamed with deſire, you torture me, you kill 
me outright, If you have any more to ſay, ſpeak ſud- 
deny, for my reaſon begins to ſail, and I not able longer 
to ſupport your charms. 
ou muſt know then, Sir, rejoins Zemroude, that with 
ill this profuſion of beauty, which Heaven has ſhowered 
upon me, I live ſecluded in a houſe, where not only no 
men, but even no women, are ſuffered to enter, whoſe 
converſation can give me the leaſt relief: not but that 
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there have been ſeveral matches propoſed for me; and 
might have been married long ago, were not my father { 
inhuman as to refuſe me to all that come to treat wit, 
him. To one he ſays that Iam a ſkeleton, mere fk 
and bones; to another, that I am blown up with fit: 
to a third, that I am lame of a leg or an arm; 0 f 
fourth, that J am a changeling. Sometimes he gives ou 
that I am dropfical ; and at others, that I am oper. run 
with. all manner of foul diftempers. In one word, hg 
has repreſented me as a. creature to be avoided by {| 
mankind ; and has in effect cried me down fo much 
that J paſs for the very diſgrace of human nature; fo that 
Iam no longer ſought after, but ſtand condemned to live 
and die a maid, Cloſing her ſpeech here, ſhe made 
ſhew of weeping, and acted her part ſo artfully, that th 
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| judge believed her to be in earneſt. O barbarous father 


cries he, how can you have the heart to deal ſo inhu. 
manly by ſo amiable a daughter? And would you hate 
this fair tree bear no fruit ? It muſt not be; I never ein 
give my con” at it ſhould be ſo. What then, purſues he, 


can be the deſign of your father? Speak, my angel; why 


will he not give you in marriage? Alas | Sir, how ſhould 
I know, replies Zemroude, redoubling her . counterfeit 
tears; I cannot tell what his intentions are. Be they 
what they will, I own to you that my patience is quite 
tired our. I have this day found an opportunity to get 


out of my father's houfe by ſtealth; I have made my 


eſcape, to come and throw my ſelf into your arms, and 
to implore your aſſiſtance. Have pity upon me then, Sir, 
and interpoſe with your authority, that J may have juſ- 
tice done me 5 Or ] cannot promile, but J may grow del. 
perate and weary of life, I ſhall pierce my heart with 
my own dagger, as the only expedient to put an end to my 
miſeries. 


FIT TI. 


* 
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f | 

FIFTY-THIRD DAY. 

Ut | ; 

n EMROUDE melted down the heart of the Cady by 
i theſe laſt words ſhe ſpoke. No, no, ſaid he you 


Jl ſhall not die; neither ſhall you waſte your bloom of 
0 youth in ſighs and tears. You ſhall have it in your 
at choice to come out of this ſhadow of 'abſcurity that con- 
ve ceals your perfections, and to be made this very day the 
die of the Cady of Bagdad. Yes; fair reſemblance of 
he e Houries, I am prepared to wed you, if you give your 


1 conſent. Sir, anſwers the lady, though you were not 


us 2 perſon of the higheſt rank in this city, you are ſo 
ve i zgreceable in my eyes, that I ſhould be inclined but too 
an eaſily to give you my hand. But I fear you will find 
i, it diffcult to gain my father's conſent, notwithſtand- 


by WW ing the great honour he will receive from ſuch an alli- 


11d ance, | 

at Never give yourſelf any Wu as to that, rejoins 
er the judge; I will anſwer for the ſucceſs : do you only tell 
Ba me your father's name, his profeſſion and the ſtreet where- 
. in he lives. His name replies Zemroude, is Ouſta 
= Omar; he is a dyer, and he lives upon the eaſt quay of 
8 the Degela, at the ſign of the Palm-Tree. That will 
ir, nice ſays the Cady ; now you may return to your 
of. home: I give you my word you will ſoon hear further 
of from me. | 


z Then the lady, looking kindly upon the judge, veiled. 


her face, went out from the cloſet, and returned directly 
to me. She gave me a full account of the particulars that 
paſſed in the converſation between them. She was ſo 
tranſported with her ſucceſs, that ſhe could not refrain 
from expreſſing the joy of her h-»rt. We ſhall be am- 


make us ridiculous amongſt the people, will imſelt be- 
come the jeſt of the public. Accordingly, Zemroude 
ad no ſooner left this magiſtrate, than he diſpatched an 
officer co Ouſta Omar, who happened at the time to be 
at home, You muſt 80 along wich me, ſays the officer 
VOL. 1. 5 to 


ply avenged ſays. ſhe to nie: our enemy, who thinks to 
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to him, to ſpeak with the Cady ; he has ſomething to xx 
to you, and has ordered me to bring you before him 
The dyer turned pale at theſe words; he apprehended 
that ſome complaint had been made of him to the judy, 
which occaſioned his being ſent for; ſo that he follow 
the officer with no ſmall diſquiet. ; 
As ſoon as he was brought before the Cady, he to, 
him into the ſame cloſet in which he had diſcourſed wi 
Zemroude, and made him fit down upon the ſame (66 
The poor man was ſo confounded wh the honour whick 
was done him, that he was utterly at a loſs how to he. 
have himſelf. _ Friend Omar, ſays the Cady to hin, 
am very glad to ſee you: I have always heard a good 
character of you; You have the reputation of being a 
man of good life and converſation, I am told that you 
perform regularly your five prayers every day; and that 
you never fail to be preſent at the Friday ſervice in th 
great inoſque. Beſides this, I know you never eat any 
iwine's fleſh ; that you drink no wine nor date brandy; 
and, finally, that one of your ſervants reads in the Alc. 
ran to you all the time you are at work. It is very true, 
my lord, anſwers the dyer; moreover, I can ſay by heart 
above four thouſand hadits; and I am preparing myſelf 
for a pilgrimage in a ſhort time to Mecca. I proteſt u 
you, rejoins the judge, I am highly pleaſed with the ac- 
count you give of yourſelf, tor | am a paſſionate lover el 
all good Muſſulmen. I am informed, likewiſe, that you 
ave behind the curtain of chaſtity a daughter ripe for 
marriage; is it not true? 

Great judge replies Ouſta Omar, whoſe palace is a 
port of refuge and ſhelter to the unfortunate, who are 
toſſed in the tempeſts of this world, you have been rightly 
informed. I have a daughter who is indeed ſull ripe for 
a a huſband, for ſhe is turned of thirty; but the poor crea 
ture is not fit to be a wife to any man: ſhe is very up! 
or rather frightful ; ſhe is lame, ſhe is leprous, ſhe Þ 
fooliſh ; in a word, ſhe is a monſter, which I. think ny. 
ſelf obliged to hide from all men. Away ſays the Cady 
ſmiling ; you cannot impoſe npon me, friend Omar. | 
knew beforehand in what light you would ſet of your 
daughter, Jex pected it from you: but know, my friend, 
that this leprous, this foolilh, this frightful, this monks 
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of a virgin, in ſpite of all her defects, is moſt paſſionately 
beloved by a man who withes to marry her—and that man 


a 


J. . 
"Upon this the dyer, looking the judge full in the face, 
{id to him, My lord, the Cady, has a mind I ſee to divert 
himſelf, and he may doit; he may make a jeſt of my 
daughter as much as he pleaſes. No, no, anſwers the 
Cady, am ſerious; am enamoured with your daugh- 
ter, and I demand her of you. At theſe words the dyer 
burſt into a fit of laughter; By our Prophet, cries he, 
ſome one has a deſign to impoſe upon you: for I fore- 
warn you, Sir, that my daughter wants an arm and a 
leg, that ſhe 1s dropſical—True, interrupts him the judge, 
the very ſame; 1 know her by thoſe tokens. I like 
thoſe kind of women; it is my fancy. Once more, rejoins 
the dyer, ſhe is not for your purpoſe. She goes by the 
name of Cay facattaddahri, and I do aſſure you ſhe deſerves 
the name. Enough, enough, ſays the Cady, in a haſty 
imperious tone; you tire me with your repetitions. -[I tell 
you once for all, friend Omar, you ſhall beſtow upon me 
this Cay facattaddahri, ſuch as ſhe is; and I will admit of 
no farther reply. 

The dyer, ſeeing him determined to eſpouſe his daugh- 
i toll ter, and believing firmly now that ſome one had abuſed 
ac. bim into a paſſion for her by falſe repreſentations, rea- 
er o foned thus with himſelf: | muſt require an unreaſonable 
you Wi Schirbeha from him: a round ſum of money may diſguſt 
or Wi him to my daughter, and he will ceaſe to trouble me any 

farther about her. My lord, ſays he, IL am ready to obey - 

15 2 your commands; but I will not part with Cayfacattad- 
ate WY dahri, unleſs you pay me down beforehand a dowry of a 
be thouſand ſequins of gold, Your demand, methinks, 
e fur runs high, ſays the Cady ; but it matters not, I ſhall pay 
res- it this inſtant. Hereupon he called for a bag of ſequins, 
191, ad counted out a thouſand ; they were weighed, and the 
ne 5 (yer took them. Then the judge cles the contract 
mo be drawn up; but when it came to be ſigned, the arti- 
zan proteſted that he would not ſign but in the preſence 
„Ita hundred men of the law. Thou art very diſtruſtful, 
your Wh fad the Cady to him; but let it paſs; I will comply iu 
| every thing, for I am reſolved to make ſure of thy daugh- 
ter. He ſent immediately for doQors, alfaquirs, moullas, 
I 2 for 


— 
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for men of the moſque, as well as thoſe belonging to the 
. courts of juſtice; and there came a number exceeding what 
the dyer infiſted upon. 


FIFTY-FOURTH DAY. + 


HEN the witneſſes were all aſſembled at de 

Cady's, Ouſta Omar began, and ſpoke thus: 
Seigneur Cady, ſaid he, I give you my daughter to be 
your lawful wife, fince it is your abſolute pleaſure | 
ſhould comply ; but I declare, in the preſence of theſe 
honourable witneſſes, that I do it upon condition, that, 
if ſhe ſhould not prove to your liking when you hate 
ſeen her, and you ſhould have a mind to divorce her, 
then, you ſhall oblige yourſelf to give her a thouſand ſe 
quins of gold, ſuch as I have already received from you, 
Agreed ; I oblige myſelf to it by my oath, and I call thi 
whole aſſembly to be my witneſſes. Art thou now ſatis- 
fied? The dyer replied, I am ; then went his way, ſaying 
that he would go and ſend him the bride. 

As ſoon as Omar was gone, the aſſembly broke up, 
and the Cady remained alone in his own houſe. He had 
been two years married to the daughter of a merchant of 
Bagdad, with whom he had lived hitherto in a good in- 
telligence. When this wife of his heard that he was 

reparing for a ſecond marriage, ſhe came in a paſſion to 
_—_ How now then, ſaid ſhe? What, two heads in one 
cap! two hands in one glove! two ſwords in one ſcab- 
bard? and two wives in one houle! Go, fickle man; 
ſince the careſſes of a young and faithful wife have not 
the force to fix you to conſtancy, I am ready to give Up 
my place i my rival, and to retire to my own family 
Repudiate me, return my dowry, and you -ſhall never it 
me more. I am glad you have prevented me, aniwers the 
judge; for I was in ſome pain how to acquaint you wil 
my ne / marriage. This ſaid, he opened a coffer, and 
took out a pu ſe of five hundred ſequins of gold; thet 
Putting it into her hands, There, woman, ſays he, thy 
dowry is in that purſe: begone and take with * * 
Ong) 
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belongs to you. I divorce thee once, I divorce thee 
twice, three times I divorce- thee. And that thy parents 
may be ſatisfied that thou art divorced from me, I ſhall 
give thee theſe words in writing, ſigned by myſelf and 
my Nayb, as the laws require. This he did according- 
ly; and his wife went away to her father's, with her bill 
or divorce and her dowry. | 

As ſoon as ſhe 'was gone out of the houſe, he gave im- 
mediate orders to furniſh an apartment magnificently for 
the reception of his new wife : the floor was ſpread with. 
velvet carpets, the walls hung with rich tapeſtry,. and 
ſofas of gold and ſilver brocade were bought for furniture. 
The bridal chamber was ſet round with divers caſkets, 
full of the moſt exquiſite perfumes. Now every thing 
was in readineſs, — the Cady expecting Cay facattad- 
dabri with impatience, thought her long in coming. 
called his truſty Aga, and ſaid to him, Methinks the 
lovely object of my deſires ſhould now be here: what can 
detain her ſo long at her father's? How tedious is every 
moment that delays my happineſs ! 

The Cady, no longer able to command the violence of 
his expectation, was going to ſend his Aga to Ouſta 
Omar, when a porter arrived, carrying a Chelt of 
fir wood, with a covering of green taffeta thrown over 
it, What haſt thou brought me there, friend? ſays 
the judge to him. My lord anſwers the porter, I bring: 
you your bride : be pleaſed to take off the cover, and 
you will ſee her figure. The Cady immediately took off 
the covering and ſaw a damſel of three foot and a half, 
defective in every proportion, in every limb, and every. 
feature. Hle was thrilled with horror at the fight of this 
object; and throwing the cover haſtily over it, he ſaid 
to the porter, what wouldſt thou have me do with this 
frightful creature? Seigneur, ſays the porter, this is the 
daughter of Omar the dyer, who told me that you 
had eſpouſed her out of pure inclination, Merciful Hea- 
* cries the Cady, 1s it poſſible to marry a monſter like 
Ws; 

In this very inſtant the dyer, very well knowing the 
junge muſt be extremely ſurpriſed, came in. Thou 
vretch, ſays the Cady to him, whom doſt thou take me 
for? To attempt to. trifle thus with me, ſhews the _— 
0 
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of Thy imprudence! How dare you treat me after this 
manner, who can with ſo much eaſe take vengeance upon 
my enemies, —me, who when I pleaſe can lay ſuch crez. 
tures as you in irons? Tremble therefore at my rage! 
in exchange for this hideous object which you have ſent 
me, diſpatch, ſpeedily diſpatch hither your other daugh. 
ter, whoſe beauty is beyond all compariſon :—d4o it, or 
you ſhall ſoon feel the wrath of an injured Cady. My 
lord, ſays Omar, give over your threats J beſecch you; 
Jer not your anger burn againſt me. 1 ſwear by hin, 
who out of darkneſs produced light, that I have no other 
daughter but this. I told you over and over, that ſhe 
was not for your purpoſe : I could not prevail upon 


you to give any credit to me; and who then is to 
blame. 


FIFTY-FIFTH DAY, 


" TJ PON this the Cady began to cool; and recolleQing 
himſelf, he ſaid to the dyier, You muſt know, friend 
Omar, that this morning there came a moſt beautiful dam- 
fel to me, who pretended that you were her father, and 
that you repreſented her as a monſter to every body, on 
purpoſe to deter all ſuitors that might come to demand her 
in marriage. My lord, anſwers the artiſan, this moſt 
beautiful damſel muſt be an impoſtor; ſome one without 
doubt owes you a ſpite. | 
Then the Cady bowed his head upon his breaſt, and 
remained ſome time immoveable and fixed in thought: 
after which, breaking ſilence, It is, ſaid he, a puniſhment 
which I have deſerved ; but no more of that. Bid the 
Porter, I beſeech thee, carry thy daughter home again. 
Keep the thouſand ſequins of gold which I have given 
thee ; but aſk no more of me, if thou intendeſt we ſhould 
continue friends. | 
Notwithſtanding. the judge had ſworn before the men 
of the law that he would forfeit a thouſand ſequins more 
3f the daughter of Omar happened not to pleaſe him, 
yet the dy er did not dare to oblige him to his promiſe, 
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| for fear of making him his enemy; he knew him to be a 
man of an implacable temper, and one who never failed 
of ſome expedient to avenge himſelf upon his adyerſaries. 
He therefore thought it moſt adviſeable to reſt contented 
with what he had already received. My lord, ſaid he, I 
ſhall comply with your requeſt, and take my daughter off 
your hands; but then it will be proper you ſhould di- 
vorce her firſt. Never fear it, replies the Cady ; that, to 
be ſure 1s what I ſhall not omit, and it ſhall be done this 
inſtant, Conſequently he ſent for his Nayb, then, and 
the divorce was diſpatched in form without loſs of time. 
After this the good man Omar took his leave of the judge, 
and ordered. the porter to carry the hideous Cayfacattad- 
0 dahri back again. 6 
This affair ſoon came to be talked of in the city ; every 
body was diverted with the ſtory, and pleaſed with the 
deceit which had been put upon the Cady. Neither was 
the rendering him ridiculous in Bagdad all his puniſh- 
ent; we carried our revenge yet farther. I was adviſed 

by Mouaffac to go myſelf and make a viſit to the Prince 
of the Faithful, and to let him know my name and my 
whole ſtory. You may imagine I concealed no cir- 
cumſtances from him, that might ſhew the malice of the 
; Cady in its ſtrongeſt colours. The Califfe, after he had 
liſtened to me with ſtrict attention, began to reproach me 

1 in che moſt obliging manner. Prince, ſaid he to me, 
: vhy had you not immediate recourſe to me? There is 
no doubt but you were aſhamed of your condition; but 

0 you might, without a bluſh, have come into my preſence 
; in the loweſt fortunes. Is it in the power of man, think 


1 you, to be happy or unhappy at his own choice? And is 
1d i not Heaven that, by its own will, faſhions the everts 
Þ of ife ? Were you to apprehend that I ſhovid reczive 
5 You with coldnets ? No, Sir; you know that 1 love and 
de that I eſteem the Ning Bin-Ortoc, your father * 20 chat 
5 my cour muit have been a place of refuge aud protection 
us o jou in any dliſtreſs. $A | 5 

1d The Califfe uſed me with all imaginable ciyllities and 


endearments ; he preſented me with a calate, aud a c ity 
damond, which he wore upon his finger. He treated 
me with ſome exquiſite ſherbet ; and when I returned to 
my. father in- law's, I found there ſix large pieces of Perſian 


brocade 


— 
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brocade of gold and of ſilver, two pieces of kemkha, and 
a fine Perſian horſe with rich trappings. Moreover, he 
reinſtated Mouaffac in the government of Bagdad; and 
to puniſh the Cady for his intentions to impoſe upon 
Zemroude and her father, he depoſed this magiſtrate, and 
condemed him to perpetual impriſonment : and to com- 
plete his miſery, he obliged him in his confinement to liye 
with the daughter of Ouſta Omar, 

Not many days after I was married, I ſent a courier to 
Moulel, to acquaint the King, my father, with ever 
thing that had befallen me, from the time in which I leſt 
his court; and to aſſure him likewiſe that I ſhould ſoon 
return, aud bring with me the lady I had eſpouſed, I 
waited with impatience for the return of the meſſenger ; 
when at laſt he arrived with the unwelcome news, that 
Bin-Ortoc, informed how four thouſand Bedouin Ara- 
bians had ſet upon me, and cut in pieces my eſcort, ima- 
gming that I myſelf could not etcape, had taken it ſo 
much to heart, that he died with grief ; that the Prince 
Amadeddin Zengui, my coulin german, was in preſent 
poſſeſſion of the throne; that he governed the people with 
great equity; and that, notwithſtanding he was generally 
beloved, my ſubjects had no ſooner heard that J was fill 


living, than they expreſſed an incredible joy. Prince 


Amadeddin himſelf, in a letter which the courier brought 
me from him, aſſured me of his fidelity, and fignified an 
impatient deſire to ſee me, that he might reſign the crown 
to me, and become himſelf the firſt of my ſubjects. 

Theſe tidings made me reſolve to haſten my return to 
Mouſel. I took leave of the Prince of the Faithful, who 
gave me three thouſand horſe out of his guards to conduct 
me into my dominions ; then bidding adieu, with the 
tendereſt embraces to. Mouaffac and his wife, I ſet out 
from Bagdad with my beloved Zemroude; who never 
would have been able to ſupport the affliction of leaving 
her father and her mother, if her affection for me had not 
in a great meaſure alleviated the ſorrow ſhe conceived at 


parting. 


FIFTY. 
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FIFTY-SIXTH DAY. 


' HAD not yet performed the one half of my journey 
from Bagdad to Mouſel, when the Vanguard of my 
eſcort diſcovered a body of troops marching directly to- 
wards us; I ſuppoſed they might be Bedouin-Arabians 
again. I immediately drew up my men into order of 
hattle; and we were in readineſs to encounter, when my 
ſcouts brought me word, that the men we took for ene- 
mies, were troops from Mouſel, that came to meet me, 
and that Amadeddin Zengui was at the head of them. 

This Prince, on the other hand apprized who we were, 
ſeparated himſelf from-his little army, and came forward, 
with ſome of the chief nobles of Mouſel, to receive me. 
—He accoſted me conformably to his letter, that is to- 
ay, in a very ſubmiſlive and reſpectful manner; and all 
the perſons of- quality who accompanied him, gave me: 
aſſurances of their zeal and loyalty. Whatever ſuggeſ- 
tions roſe within me to diſtruſt them, and to ſuſpect that 
my couſin, under the pretext of doing honour. to me, . 
might perhaps have a deſign upon my life, to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in the poſſeſſion of my kingdom; I thought it 
more prudent to diſſemble all manner of diffidence, than 
to ſhew my fears by an over-caution in my conduct. I 
therefore diſmiſſed the guards of the Califfe, and entruſted / 


my perſon entirely to Prince Amadeddin. I had no 


reaſon to repent of the confidence I placed in him; fo far 
was he from any thoughts of treaſon, that he ſtudied only 
to convince me, by all his actions, of his adherence and 
hdelity to me. 

When we entered Mouſel, the people, by loud accla- 
mations, expreſſed their joy do ſee me returned, and made 
public rejoicings for three days. The ſhops in all the 
great ſtreets and ſquares were all hung with tapeſtry, and 
at night they were illuminated with ſaſhes- and con- 
tained ſome verſe out of the Alcoran; ſo that each 
hop exhibiting a particular ſentence, this ſacred book 

13 might; 
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might be read entire as you walked the ſtreets ; it ſeemed 
as if the angel Gabriel had brought it down to our great 
Prophet a ſecond time in characters of light. 2 
Beſides this pious illumination, there were ſet out before 
the ſhops large baſonsof ſweetmeats heaped up, with bowls 
of ſherbet and of the juice of pomgranates, of which all 
the paſſengers were allowed to eat and to drink at their 
pleaſure. In all the market-places the people danced to ] 


the ſound of the tambouras and deffs; and the Calendars, 


according to their uſual practice, ran to and fro in the an. 
ſtreets, like men tranſported with phrenzy. All the ar- ha 
tiſans, riding in chariots adorned with tinſel, and fly. Ne 
Ing ſtreamers of divers colours, together with the badges 10 
of their diſtinct trades, paſſed in companies through all of 
the public ſtreets, with fites, tymbals, and trumpets be- Wil 

- Joxe them; then coming under my balcony, where Zem- by 
roude was ſeated by me, they ſaluted me, crying out aloud, Pa 
Long live the King. ga 
Neither was I ſatisfied in only ſharing theſe honours jc 
with 'the daughter of Mouaffac ; but made it my ſtudy ver 
to pleaſe her in every thing to the extent of my power.— tha 
J ordered her apartment to be enriched with the woſt col 


coſtly furniture, avd to be ſet off with every thing that | 
might render it delightful to the eye. I appointed her ch. 
a train of attendants, conſiſting of twenty-five young Geor- cot 


gian damſels, the ſlaves of my father's ſeraglio. Some of tio 
them ſang and played in perfection upon the late, others dic 
upon the harp; and ſome danced with all the gracefulnels Jah 
of motion, as well as with che utmoſt agility. I gave her on] 
likewiſe a black aga with twelve eunuchs, who each of 80 
them poſſeſied ſome talent proper 10 divert her, ca] 
la 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY. 
- REIGNED over the moſt faithful and moſt affec- 


tionate ſubjects. I loved Zemroude every day more 
and more, and was likewiſe beloved by her. Thus my 
happineſs was complete in every reſpect, when a young 
Nervis made his appearance at my court; he found means 
to introduce himlelf into the acquaintance and familiarity 
of the firſt nobility, by an entertaining and lively turn of 
wit, He inſinuated himſelf and won upon their affections 
by his ſmart ſayings and {pright'y repartees; he accom- 
panied them in their ſports ; .he revelled with them, and 
gave in to every kind of faſhionable diverſion. Some 
ſpoke to me of him continually, as of a man whoſe con- 
verſation was more than ordinarily. diverting ; inſomuch, 
that at laſt I was curious to fee him, and to have ſome diſ- 
courſe with him. 

Far from finding that the man had been flattered in his 
charadter, he appeared to me, upon trial, much more ac- 
compliſhed than he had been repreſented ; his. converſa- 
tion charmed me, and freed me from an error and preju- 
dice, under Which a great many perſons of the firſt rank 
labour, who think that men of refined wit and parts are 
only to be found in courts, I took ſo great a pleaſure in 
converſing with this Dervis, and I thought him ſo ver 
capable of the greateſt affairs of ſtate, that I would have 
placed him in the number of my chief miniſters: but 
he thanked me, and ſaid he had made a vow never to 
engage in any employment ; that a life of liberty and 
independence was his choice: that he regarded neither 
honour nor riches, but contented himſelf with what Pro- 
vidence (who provides for the moſt inconſiderable of his 
creatures) gave him from day to day for his ſuſtenance.— 
Ina word, that he did not in the leaſt deſire to chan ge his 
condition. 

I could not but admire a man ſo diſengaged from the 
vanities of this world, and I eſteemed him the more tor 

it. 
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it, I received him graciouſly whenever he came to make 
his court to me. If at any time he happened to be in 
the midſt of a crowd of courtiers, my eyes ſingled him out, 
and he was one of thoſe to whom I moſt frequent- 
ly addreſſed my diſcourſe. I inſenſibly grew into ſuch 
a fondneſs for him, that I made him my principal fayou- 
r1te, | | 

One day I took the diverſion of hunting in a wood, 
when, ſeparating myſelf from the throng of my attend- 
ants, the Dervis and I happened to be alone. He then 
began to entertain me with his travels; for though he 
was but young, he had ſeen a great part of the world, 
He talked to me of a great many curioſities and wonder- 
ful things which he had ſeen in the Indies, and particu- 
larly of an aged Brachman, with whom he had made an 
acquaintance. This. great man, ſaid he to me, poſſeſſed an 
infinite number of ſecrets, the one more curious than 
the other ; the moſt hidden powers of nature were reveal- 
ed to him. He died within my arms; but before he 
expired he ſaid to me, That you may remember me, my 
ſon, when I am gone, I ſhall, with my dying breath, be- 
queath a ſecret to you, upon condition you will never 
communicate it to any man. I gave him my .promile, 
adds the Dervis ; upon the faith of which he entruſted me 
with his ſecret. | 

And what may the nature of this ſecret be? ſaid I to 
him; is it not that of making gold? No, Sir, replies he; 
it is a fecret more curious by far, and of greater value ;— 
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pretend to reſtore to a corpſe the ſame ſoul that is de- 
parted from it; that is a miracle in the power of Heaven 
alone: but I can make my own ſoul enter into a body 
which is deprived of life; and 1 will perform the experi- 
ment before your Majeſty whenever you pleaſe. It will 
pleaſe me very much, anſwered I, and, if you will, it 
thall be this inſtant. 

It happened very opportunely, as I ſpoke, that a doe 
came bounding by us; I let fly an arrow at her, and 
wounded her to death. Now we ſhall ſee, ſaid I, whe- 
ther you can reanimate this creature. Sir, replies the 
Dervis, your curiofity ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied: obſerve 


what I am preparing to do. Theſe words were no ſooner 
| DEE gut 


It is to reanimate a dead body. Not, purſues he, that! 
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out of his mouth, than I ſaw his body fall breathleſs to 
the ground, and that of the doe raiſe itſelf with the ut- 
moſt activity. You may imagine my ſurpriſe was more 
than ordinary. Although I could not doubt of what I had 
ſeen, yet I was inclinable to take it for a deluſion in my 
eyes, when the doe came and fawned upon me; then 
making ſeveral bounds ſhe fell, and the body of the Der- 
vis, Which lay extended on the graſs, came to life again 
that inſtant. 

[ was highly taken with ſo wonderful a ſecret, and 
entreated the Dervis to communicate it to me. Sir, ſaid 
he, I am ſorry I cannot comply with your defire ; for I 
promiſed the dying Brachman never to ſhare this ſecret 
with any man, and I hold my word to be ſacred, The 
morethe Dervis ſeemed to excuſe himſelf from gratifying 
my curioſity, the more he inflamed it. In the name of 
Heaven, ſaid I to him, do not refuſe me the ſatisfaction 
[ ſo earneſtly demand. I give you my promiſe, likewiſe, 
never to reveal the ſecret; and I ſwear by him who has 
created us both, that I will never make a wrong uſe of it. 
The Dervis, muſing, made a ſhort pauſe ; then renewing 
his ſpeech, I cannot hold out any longer againſt a King, 
who is dearer to me than life. I yield to your repeated 
entreaties. Neither did I, adds he, give the Brachman any 
more than my bare promiſe; I did not confirm it with 
0 the ſolemnity of an oath : therefore I ſhall inftrut your 
; Majeſty in the ſecret. The whole conſiſts in retaining 
a only two words; you need but repeat them in your mind 
[ io reanimate any dead body. And at the ſame he taught 
B me the two words. 


I bad no ſooner learned them, than I was impatient to 
y experiment their virtue. I pronounced them with an in- 
i tention to make my ſoul paſs likewiſe into the body of the 


doe, and I found myſelf transformed into this animal. 
But the pleaſure I felt in perceiving the operation take ef- 
fect ſo happily, ſoon ended in ſorrow ; for as foon as my 
ſpirits had lodged themſelves in the ſubſtance of the doe, 
the traitor conveyed his into my body ; and bending my 
own bow at me, he took his aim to wound me, and had 
lucceeded in his attempt, if, judging of his intent by the 
ation, T had not ſaved myſelf by a ſpeedy flight; he never- 
licleſs let the arrow fly, which ſpent its force in the air. 
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FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


OU fee me now reduced to aſſociate wich the wild 

inhabitants of the woods and the mountains ; .happy 
if | had reſembled them in every thing, and that in loſirg 
the outward figure, I had hkewile loſt the reaſon proper 
to man! then had ] not been delivered up as a prey to a 
thouſand afflicting reflections. : 

While I was employed in deploring my miſery in the 
foreſts, the Dervis filled the throne of Mouſe], and, which 
was the greateſt torment to me, poſſeſſed Zemroude with- 
cut a rival. He left his own body in the wood, and 
triumphing in the uſe of mine, enjoyed the ſweets of em- 
Lire unmoleſted. But, as he feared, leſt by virtue cf tlic 
ſecret which had been ſo fatal to me, I might find means 
of introducing myſelf into the palace, and of taking veu- 
geance upon his perfidy, he iſſued out an order the very 
day that he uſurped my dignity, to have all the deer with- 
in the kingdom killed: for, ſays he, 1 am reſolved, out of 
an averſion I have for thoſe animals, to purge my realm 
of them. Moreover, to incite his ſubjects to be more in- 
duſtrious in extirpating thoſe creatures, he put out a pro- 
clamation with the reward of thirty ſequins for the head 
of every deer that ſhould be brought to him. 

The people of Mouſel, urged on by the hopes of lucre, 
were ſeen immediately to iflue out of the city, and to 
range about the country with their bows ready ftrung, 
and their quivers well ſtored with arrows. They wan- 
dered through the foreſts, and traverſed the mountains, 
wounding and killing all the deer that came within their 
ſhot. By good fortune I had no reaſon to dread their 
arrows ; for, perceiving a nightingale lie dead at the foot 
of a tree, I enlivened its little body ; and diſguiſed under 
this new appearance, I] ſpread my wings, and made 10- 
wards the palace of my enemy ; there 1 lay concealed 
within the boughs of a thick ſhady tree in the garden.— 
This tree grew near the apartment of the Queen : there, 


muſing upon the oddnels of my diſtreſs, and the happinen 
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of my rival, my heart ſwelled with grief and tenderneſs; 
and I began to vent my pains in melodious accents, It 
was in a morning; the ſun was newly riſen; and a wake- 
{ul choir of birds, pleaſed with the returning light, joined 
in their ſongs to expreſs the joy with which they were 
inſpired. As for me, inſenſible to the freſhneſs of the 
ſrringing day, I was wholly taken up with my diſquiets. 
With my eyes mournfully bent towards the apartment of 
Zemroude, I filled the air with notes ſo full of complaint, 
that I drew the Princeſs to the window. I went on with 
my melancholy warblings full in her fight; I employed 
the whole power of my voice, and laid a ſtreſs upon every 
accent, to render it more moving; as if it had been poſ- 
ſible for me to make her comprehend the cauſe of my 
heavy lamentation. But, alas! ſhe was diverted with 
hearing me; and I had the diſpleaſure of ſeeing, that 
inſtead of being moved to compaſſion by my ſorrowful 
ſong, ſhe could not refrain from laughter, together with 
one of her ſlaves, who likewiſe ran to the ſame window to 
hear me. 


I continued ſeveral days, tozether conſtantly in the gar- 


1 den; and never omitted to ſing every morning in the ſame 
place. Zemroude likewiſe never failed to come to the 
f window; and, which to me ſeemed a particular directi- 
n 


on of Providence, ſhe grew very deſirous to have me in 
[= her keeping. Says ſhe to her woman, I muſt by all means 
have that nightingale taken. Let the bird-catchers be 


10 ſent for: I love that little creature; I doat upon it. Let 

them be ſure to take it, and biing it to me. The com- 
e, mands of the Queen were obeyed: the moſt experienced 
to bird-catchers were ſent for; they ſpread their nets for 
85 me; and as I had no inclination to make my eſcape from 
N- 


them, ſince I ſaw their deſign upon my liberty was only 
to deliver me up a captive to my Princeſs, I eafily ſuffered 
myſelf to be taken. 

As ſoon as I came into her hands, ſhe expreſſed an un- 
ulual joy. My pretty little ſinger, ſaid ſhein a flattering 
decent, my charming nightingale, I will be thy roſe; I 
have already conceived an unaccountable tenderneſs for 
thee, At theſe words ſhe kiſſed me, and I turned my 
bill gently to her lips. Ah the little fool, cries ſhe, 
ming ; it ſeemed as if jt knew what I ſay when I ſpeak. 
won. Briely, ſhe put me with her own hands into a 


cage 


{ 
; 
1 
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cage of golden wires, which ſhe had ſent one of her 


eunuchs to buy in the city. 

I ſung every morning, as ſoon as ſhe awoke ; and when 
ſhe came to the cage to fondle me, or give me ſomething 
to eat, inſtead of appearing ſhy or any way afraid, I ſpread 
my wings to ſignity my joy, and put my. little beak out 
through the wires to meet her hand. She was ſurpriſed 
to find me ſo tame in ſo ſhort a time. Sometimes he 
would take me out of.the cage, and let me fly about the 
chamber; at ſuch times I never failed to fly directly to 
her, to make my court, and to receive the returns of her 
tenderneſs; and if any one of her women offered to take 
me, 1 pecked and pinched her with all my force. By 
theſe little artifices I endeared myſelf by degrees to Zem- 
roude ſo very much, that ſhe would often ſay, ſhe had ſet 
her heart ſo fondly upon me, that ſhe ſhould be incon- 
ſolable if I ſhould happen to die. 


If it was a pleaſure to me, under my preſent affliftions, 


to be conſtantly in the Queen's apartment, I paid dear for 
it when the Dervis came to viſit her. How great was 
my torture? I cannot even to this day reflect upon it 
with temper. From time to time I litted up my eyes to 
Heaven for vengeance. I briſtled up my feathers, and, 
my heart ready to burſt with rage, I did nothing but 
flutter up and down, and grow reſtleſs in my cage. If 
the Queen at any time careſſed me before the traitor, and 
he upon that attempted to ſtroke me, I expreſſed all 


the ſury and reſentment againſt him with my beak and 


my wings that was poſſible; but alas! my anger ſerved 
only to make them ſport, and was too feeble to avenge my 
wrongs. ; 

Zemroude had likewiſe in her chamber a liuie bitch 
that ſhe was fond of. 'This creature, one day as we were 


alone, died in labour. This accident put me upon trying 


the force of my ſecret a third time. I am reſolved, ſaid 
I, to tranſlate myſelf into the corpſe of the bitch; 1 ſhall 
then ſee how much the Princeſs will lament the death of 
her nightingale. I can give you no account how this 
fancy came into my thoughts; for I did not in the leaſt 
foreſee any advantage that could ariſe to me from ſuch 4 
change. But this inclination was ſo ſtrong within me, 
that it ſeemed like a ſecret impulſe from Heaven ; and 

was determined to follow it at all adventures. vIFTY 
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FIFTY-NINTH DAY. 


HENEVER Zemroude came into the room, it 

was always her firſt care to look into the cage, — 
As ſoon as ſhe perceived that the nightingale was dead, 
ſhe gave a ſhriek that alarmed all her ſlaves. What 1s 
the matter, Madam? ſaid they to her, with terror in their 
looks; has any miſchance happened to you? You ſee 
me, anſwers the Princeſs, . abandoned to deſpair, and 
drowned in tears my nightingale is dead! my deareſt 
bird! my little ſpouſe! Why am I ſo ſoon deprived of 
thee? Muſt E never more then hear the melody. of; thy 
ſongs! Muſt I never careſs thee more! What have L done 
to merit ſo ſevere an affliction ? 

She was ſo overwhelmed with grief, that her women 
ſtrove to comfort her in vain : all they could ſay did but 
heighten her ſorrow. Upon this, one of them ran to ac- 
quaint the Dervis of the condition of the Queen. He came 
in all diligence to her; and repreſented to her, that the 
deach of a poor bird ſnould not throw ber into ſo great 
agonies; that the loſs was not irreparable; that if ſhe 
vas ſo paſſionate a lover of nightingales, and deſired ever 
lo many, that it was an eaſy matter to gratify her. But 
in vain did he ſpeak ; his reaſons had no manner of in- 
luence upon the mind of Zemroude. Ceaſe, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe to him, ceaſe to combat my grief; it is not to be 
overcome. I know very well it is a great weakneſs in 
me to be incou.. lable for the death of a bird; I am as. 
fully convinced of this as you can be; and yet I have not 
the force to reſiſt the preſent calamity that oppreſſes me. 
| loved this little creature; it ſeemed to be ſenſible of all 
the fondneſs I ſhewed it, and to return all my kindneſs 
after ſuch a manner as made me doat upon it. If my 
omen came near it, What rage and diſdain did it not 
txpreſs; when if I offered to touch it, my hand was no 
ſooner held towards it, but it came forward to meet me. 
| cannot help thinking that it felt even a paſſion for * 
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It would gaze upon me with ſo much earneftneſs and 

pleaſure, that one would imagine ſometimes that it grieved 
for want of words to ſpeak the ſentiments of its heart. I 
could read all this plainly in its eyes. Alas! when I re. 
collect every little circumſtance of this nature, I cannot 
command my griefs. My poor, dear, lovely bird, I have 
loſt thee forever ! When ſhe had ſpoken theſe words, her 
tears redoubled, and ſhe ſeemed incapable of conſolation, 
I began to preſage ſome good fortune to myſelf from the 
extremity of her affliction. I lay in one corner of the 
room, giving ſuck to my young ones, where I heard and 
obſerved every thing, without being n elf taken notice 
of. My mind gave me that the Dervis, to comfort the 
Queen, would have recourſe to his ſecret ; neither was I 
miſtaken in my gueſſes. 

The Dervis, Feing the Princeſs was not to be reaſoned 
out of her immoderate grief, as he loved her paſſionately, 
and was nearly touched with her tears, he GE 21" all her 
ſlaves to quit her room, and to leave him alone with the 
Queen. Madam, then laid he to her, thinking no one 
overheard him, fince the death of your nightingale gives 
you ſo great an uneaſineſs, he muſt be brought to life 
again. Afﬀict yourſelf no more; you ſhall ſee him 
revive: I promiſe to reſtore him to your wiſhes. No 
ſooner ſhall you awake to-mgrrow, than you ſhall hear 
him ſing as before, and ſee Em make his uſaal court to 

you. 

I hear what yau are pleaſed to ſay, Sir, replies Zem- 
roude : you regard me as a diſtracted perſon, whoſe 
phrenzy is to be flattered. You would have me believe 
that to-morrow I ſhall ſee my nightingale once more alive. 
To-morrow you will put this miracle off to the following 
day; and fo, deferring my expectations from day to day, 
you hope by degrees to wean me from my miſeries, and 
at laſt utterly to efface in my mind all remembrance of 
my bird: or elſe, continues ſhe, perhaps you intend this 
day to procure me ſuch another, and to convey 1t into the 
cage, to beguile my ſorrows. No, my Queen, anſwers 
the Dervis, no indeed; it ſhall be this very bird which 
you now ſee breathleſs in his cage, this nightingale whom 
you ſo lament ; this very fondling ſhall fing to you again, 
I will renew him to life, and ſhall be pleaſed. to ſee you 
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laviſh all your uſual affection upon him. He ſhall be- 
come more ſenſible than ever of your kindneſs, and fhall 
new a ſtronger deſire to pleaſe you; for I myſelf will 
animate his little frame; I will every morning wake him 
into life to divert you. This wonder J can perform; it 
is a ſecret J do poſſeſs. If you doubt of it, or if you are 
over impatient to ſee your bird revive, I ſhall animate him 
this inſtant, 

The Princeſs made no reply to what he ſaid; judging 
therefore, by her filence, that ſhe was not convinced he 
bad the power of which he boaſted, he laid himſelf upon 
a ſofa, where, by the virtue of ſome cabaliſtic words, 
which ſerve as a vehicle to the ſoul to make it paſs into 
any corpſe, he left his, or rather my body and entered 
into that of the nightingale. The bird began immediately 
to ſing in the cage, to the aſtoniſhment of Zemroude 
But it was not long before his melody failed; for as ſoon 
as he began to warble, I quitted the body of the bitch, 
and haſtily ſhot myſelf into my own. - This point gained, 
] ran to the cage, I put in my hand, and taking out the 
bird in a paſſion, I twiſted off his neck. What are you 
doing, Sir? ſays the Princeſs to me: why do you treat 
my nightingale in that manner? If you did not think 
« to let him live, you ſhould not have called him back to 

e. 

Heaven be praiſed, cried I, without attending to what 
ſhe ſaid, ſo intent was [ upon the vengeance I had accom- 
pliſned upon the outrage done to my honour and to my 
love, 1t is finiſhed; 1 have at laſt puniſhed the traitor, 
whoſe deteſtable perfidy deſerved the moſt rigorous chaſ- 
tiſement. If it was a ſurpriſe to Zemroude to ſee her 
nightingale revive, it was likewiſe no leſs ſo when ſhe 
heard me utter theſe words with a more than ordinary ve- 
hemence. Sir, ſaid ſhe, what 1s it tranſports you? and 
what means all that you have juſt now ſpoken ? 

| related to her all I had ſuffered; and I could per- 
ccive, as I went on with my ſtory that ſhe was ſeized by 
frequent intervals with agonies and ſtarts of horror.— 
Her cheeks glowed with ſhame, and turned pale with grief 
by turns, to think how unfaithful ſhe had been to me, 
though ignorant and innocent of what ſhe did. 


There 
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There vas no room left her any longer to doubt that! Am: 


was the true Fadlallah; becauſe the body of the Dervis 2 


had been found in the wood, together with a copy of the h 

edict he had given out to have all the deer Killed. 7 
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I HA no ſooner inſtructed Zemroude in all the parti. lame 
culars of fo ſtrange an adventure, but ] repented of hour 
my indiſcretion : it had been ſufficient only to tell her, ons | 
that ſome profound cabaliſt had taught me the ſecret to A 
animate a dead body,. without mentioning the villany of ſel ; 
the Dervis. Would to Heaven that ſhe had till re- owa 
mained ignorant of his foul crime! then perhaps I had of ge 
to this day been happy in the poſſeſſion of her charms | wife 
But what do I ſay ? and whither do 1 wander in the ex- more 
travagance of my thonghts? do I not know, that the ceat] 
good and the evil which attend man in this life, are fixed did 
and pre- ordained from the beginning. tears 
The daughter of Mouaffac was ſo greatly troubled, cont 
that io vile a wretch had taſted the ſweets. of her perſon, grim 
that it was impoſſible for me to reſtore her peace of mind. form 
In vain did F repreſent to her, that her ignorance acquitted Tart 
her in the ſight of Heaven and of the world, as well as to bapf 
me; that the Dervis alone was guilty, who had expiated tion 
his crime with his death. In ſpite of all that I could here 
{ay to her, in ſpite of all the aſſurances I gave her to love tled 
her ſtill with the ſame unalterable affection, I could not mer] 
prevail upon her to think no more of this unhappy acci- and 
dent. Briefly, ſhe ſickened, and died within my arms, ſent 
aſking my pardon with her parting breath for a crime no petu 


way imputable to her, and which did not in the leaſt di- 
miniſh my love. 

When ſhe was dead, and I had paid the ſolemnities of 
mourning and ſorrow for ſo dear a life, I ſent for Prince 
Amadeddin Zengui. My couſin, ſaid I to him, I have no 
children; I reſign the crown of Mouſel to you; I quit 
all claim to it. I renounce all the grandeur of ſovereign- 
ty, and reſolve to paſs my remaining days in obſcurity.— 

| Amadeddin, 
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Amaddeddin, who truly loved me, uſed every argument 
to urn me from my reſolution; but I gave him to under- 
ſtand his endeavours were of no efficacy. Prince, ſaid I, 
the purpoſe of my ſoul is fixed: once more I give you 
up my dignity. Take poſſeſſion of the throne of Fadlal- 
lah, and may you prove more fortunate than I : rule over 
a people who are acquainted with your merit, and who 
have already experieneed the happineſs of ſo good a maſ- 
ter, As for me, I bid adieu to pomp and titles ; I ſhall 
go far away into ſome diſtant climate, where I may lead 
a lite of privacy in an unenvied condition : there, free from 
the cares that attend on empire, I ſhall give myſelf up to 
lament the loſs of Zemroude, and recollecting the happy 
hours and days we have paſſed together, ſooth my afflicti- 
ons by that ſweet remembrance. | 
Accordingly I left Amadeddin upon the throne of Mou- 
ſel; and, attended only by a few ſlaves, I took my way 
towards Bagdad, where I ſafely arrived with a quantity 
of gold and jewels. I alighted at Mouaffac's houſe : his 
wife and he were not a little ſurpriſed to fee me; much 
more were they aſtoniſhed when I informed them of the 
death of their daughter whom they paſſionately loved.— 
did not deliver my unwelcome news without ſhedding 
tears myſelf, and exciting the ſame in them. I did nor 
continue long at Bagdad; I joined a great number of pil- 
grims, who were going to Mecca: there, after I had per- 
formed my devotlons, I found by chance a company of 
Tartar pilgrims, with whom I came into Tartary, We 
happened to paſs through this city; I thought the ſitua- 
tion of it agreeable, for which reaſon I took up my reſt 
here: and almoſt forty years are now elapſed ſince I ſet- 
tled in this place. I paſs here for a ſtranger, who for- 
merly followed merchandizing, I live abſolutely retred ; 
and very rarely receive any viſit. Zemroude is never ab- 
ſent from my mind, and I pleale myſelf in thinking per- 
petually upon her. 
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THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF PRINCE 
CALAF, AND OF THE PRINCESS OF CHINA, 


4 HEN- Fadlallah had run through the whole chain 
| of his adventures, he faid to his gueſts, this is 

my ſtory. You ſee, by my misfortunes and your own, 
that the live of man'is a reed perpetually ſhaken and ſhat- 
tered by the tempeſtuous winds of the north. Neverthe- 
leſs, I mult tell you, that I life happy and unruffled ever 
ſince I came to Jaic. I never repent that I reſigned the 


crown of Mouſel. I find an infinite ſatisfation in the looks 
obſcure condition I enjoy. Timurtaſch, Elmaze, and to be 
Calaf were liberal in their commendations of the ſon of the P. 
Bin-Ortoc ; the Can admired the greatneſs of his reſolu- intere 
tion, in diveſting himſelf of dominion in order to live of the 
like a private perſon in a ſtrange land, where no one knew declar 
the rank he once held in the world. Elmaze praiſed his plorab 
fidelity to Zemroude, and his wonderful regret for the lots anſwe 

.of her : and Calaf ſaid to him, Sir, it were to be wiſhed, fee. 
that all men, who labour under adverſities, poſſeſſed the and m 
firmneſs of mind which you have given ſuch ſhining proofs ſcrupl, 
of in the ſevereſt aſſaulis of fortune. tion v 
They prolonged the converſation till it was time to re- placed 
tire to reſt: then Fadlallah called his ſlaves, who brought counſe 
in wax tapers in candleſticks made of the wood of aloes, ſues o. 
and conducted the Can, the Princeſs, and his ſon into an The 
apartment, where the ſame ſimpiicity was to be ſeen as of Mo 
appeared in the reſt of the houſe. Elmaze and Timur- of Car 
taſch remained in one chamber, and Calaf went to {leep in will or 
another. Early in the morning, the old man came into hever 
4 the apartment of his gueſts, as ſoon as he was informed this ci 
they were riſen, and ſaid to them, you are not unfortunate with a 
| alone: I am juſt now informed, that an ambaſſador, from the riy 
| the Sultan of Carizme, arrived laſt night within this frontie 
city; that his maſter ſends him to Ilenge-Can, to requeſt and C 
of him not only to refuſe his proteRion to his enemy, the comni; 


Can of the Nogais, but likewiſe to have him ſeized if he? WF provifi 
ſhould paſs through the country of Jaic. Now there 1s 2 be gon 
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report, continues Fadlallah, that this unhappy Can, for 
fear of falling into the hands of the Sultan of Carizme, is 
fled from his capital with his family. Upon hearing this, 


om ee and Calat changed colour, and the Princeſs 
ainted. LET 


SIXTY-FIRST DAY. 
HEN Fadlallah ſaw Elmaze fall into a ſwoon, 


and perceived a manifeſt conſternation in the 
looks of the father and the ſon, he conjectured his gueſts 
to be no merchants. I ſee plainly ſays he to them, when 
the Princeſs had recovered the uſe of her ſenſes, that you 
intereſt yourſelves deeply in the misfortunes of the Can 
of the Nogais: or rather, if I may uſe the freedom to 
declare my thoughts, I believe that you three are the de- 
plorable objects of the Sultan's vengeance. Yes, Sir, 
anſwers Timurtaſch, we are the victims he ſeeks to ſacri- 
fice. I am the Can of the Nogais ; you ſee here my wife 
and my fon. We ſhould be to blame if we made any 
ſcruple of revealing ourſelves to you, after the kind recep- 
tion we have met with, and the confidence you have 
placed in us. Moreover, I hope you will aſſiſt us by your 
counſels to diſengage ourſelves from the danger which pur- 
ſues our flying ſteps, and overtakes us here. 

The conjecture 1s very hazardous, replies the old King 
of Mouſel. I know llenge-Can;z he dreads the Sultan 
ef Carizme; and there is no doubt but, to pleaſe him, he 
will order diligent ſearch to be made after you. You can 
tever_be id ſafety wich me, nor in any other houſe within 
this city, You have no other ſecurity, but to depart 
with all poſhble ſpeed out of the land- of Jaic ; paſs over 
the river Irtiche, with all imaginable diligence, gain the 
frontiers of the tribe of Berlas. Timurtaſch, his wife, 


comnianded three horſes to be made ready for them with 
proviſions; and, preſenting them with a purſe of gold, 
be gone, Without delay, ſaid he to them; you have no 

: ume 


and Calat approved the advice. Immediately Fadlallah- 
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time to loſe. To-morrow, at fartheſt, Ilenge-Can 
cauſe you to be ſought after. _ Mens me ons 


They payed their due acknowledgment to the King; What 
then departing out of Jaic, they paſſed over the Irtiche Would 
and arrived, after ſeveral days journies, upon the territg. 
ries of the tribe of Berlas. They ſtopped their fight at 
the firſt horde they met with: there they ſold their horſe, 
and lived 1n full tranquillity ſolong as their money laſted; 
but when that failed, the Can began to grow diſquiet 


rather 
vs thr! 
perſon 


o fſery! 


and to murmur afreſh, Wherefore, ſaid he, is it expe vir, 
dient that I ſhould ſtill linger in this world? had it net pon 
been more eligible in my own realms to expect my proud when 
enemy, and die with honour in defending my capital, pect th 
than to preſerve a life which .is but one chain of misfor. i — 


tunes. It is in vain we reſign ourſelyes with patience to 
the ſeverity of our deſtiny : Heaven will never ſhew f- Wy, Þ 
vour towards us; ſince, notwithſtanding our ſubmiſion mo 

zppen 
Sir, ſays Calaf to him, let us never deſpair, nor think our um 
evils endleſs. That Providence which diſpoſes of event, earned 
has ſome good in reſerve perhaps for us, that we cannot MY” bert 
foreſee. Let us go on, adds he to the capital horde of manta! 
this tribe: my heart preſages that our fortune there may He | 
wear another face. . the po 


They went therefore to. the horde where the Can of Theref 


Berlas lived; they entered under a great tent, which was ,. to 


ſet apart for an hoſpital to receive poor ſtrangers : here WI” qui 
they laid themſelves down in a corner, not knowing by WM wn 
what means to procure themſelves any ſubſiſtence. Calaf Wl *mpaf 


left his father and his mother in this place, and went ou oke, 
further into the horde, aſking charity from every paſſen- uk; 


ger. Thus he gleaned up a little money, with which he W* thou 


bought proviſions ;. and towards the cloſe of the day, re- uf 


turned with them to His father and his mother. They MW nonds 


could neither of them refrain from weeping when they in falco 
underſtood their ſon had been demanding alms: the tears {Wiiched 


likewiſe began to ſwim in Calaf's eyes when he obſerved Ide No 

their tenderyeſs 3 and he ſaid to them, nothing, I confeſs, M ene 

can be more afflicting io my ſpirit, than to ſee myſelf re- Ne Soy; 

duced to beg; nevertheleſs, when I have no other me- wong; 

thods of relieving you, 1 do it willingly, how greacivever Berlas ; 

the ſhame may be. But, continues he, the beſt -:pedient WW His f:1c 
| - I can Mita 


Tor. 
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[can think of, will be for you to ſell me for a flave, which % 
vill ſupply you with money to ſubſiſt a conſiderable time. 
What ſays my ſon? cries Timurtaſch at this propoſal. 
Would you have us live upon the price of your liberty? 
raher let the hardſhips we ſuffer laſt for ever! If one of 
vs three muſt be ſold to ſupport the other two, I am the 
jerſon ;; and for your ſakes I ſhould willingly bow my neck 
v ſervitude. | | 
Sir, replies Calaf, IJ have hit upon an expedient. To- 
worrow morning I will go and take my ſtation amongſt 
the men that carry burdens ; it is very reaforftble to ex- 
ect that I may be employed in my turn; and fo we ſhall. 
be able to ſubſiſt upon my la hour. Finally, they agreed 
to this refolution. The Prince, therefore, the following 
tiy, placed himſelf amidft the porters of the horde, and 
waited to be employed in common, with others; but it 
happened he had not the good. fortune to be employed 
nfomuch, that the day was now half ſpent when he had 
earned nothing. This greatly troubled him if I have 
o better ſucceſs in my buſineſs, thinks he, how ſhall I 
maintain my farher and my mother? | a 
He had no longer patience to wait unprofitably amongſt 
the porters, ſeeing no one took the lcaſt notſce of him. 
Therefore he left the horde, and pafſ-d on into the coun- 
try, to have the greater freedom of thought, and to reflect 
n quiet upon ſome other means of ſnbfiſting. He fat 
down under a tree, where, after implo ing Heaven to 
tompaſſionate his condition, he fell aſſcep. When he 
woke, he N. upon a bough near him-a moſt beautiful = 
wk; his head was adorned wich a plume of- feathers of 
a thouſand different colours, and his neck was encom- 
paſſed . with a chain of gold foliage, enfiched , with dia- 
nonds topazes, and rubies. Calat, who was well ſkilled - 
n falconry, preſented his wriſt, and the bird immediately © 
pehed upon it. This accident tranſported, the Prince of 
te Nogais : Who knows, ſays he to himſelf, what this 
muy end in! in all appearance his bird muſt belong to 
-e Sovereign of the horde. Neither was his conjecture 
- bong; it proved to be the hawk of Alinguer, Can of 
er i berlas ; this Prince had loſt it the day before in the fields. 
$falconers ſearched the country round for it with the 
moſt diligence and anxiety ;; becaule their maſter 
RE: | ” oo had 
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and threatened to puniſh them feverely, if they returned 
to the court without this bird, which he loved fo paſ- 
ſionately. | 


SIXTY-SECOND DAY. 


RINCE Calaf returned to the horde with the hawk, 
The people gathered about him as he went along; 
they ſhouted, and ſaid, fee here; the Can's hawk which 
was loſt is found! bleſſings upon the man who bringy 
gladneſs to our Prince, by preſenting him with his fa- 
vourite bird. When Calaf was now come up to the royal 
. Pavillion, and appeared with the hawk upon his wriſt, 
the Can was tranſported to ſee his bird, and ran to give 
it welcome: then, addrefling himſelf to the Prince of the 
Nogais, he enquired of him where he had found bis 
hawk. Calaf related to him every particular as it fell 
out; aſter which the Can ſaid to him, you ſeem a ſtran- 
ger to me: from what country, and of what profeſſion are 
you ? Sir, anſwers the ſon of Timurtaſch, caſting himſelf 
down at his feet, I am the fon of a merchant of Bul- 
2ary, who, was very rich, I undertook a journey with 
. my father and. mother into the land of Jaic ; we were 
fer upon by robbers, who have ſpared nothing but our 
lives: and we have begged our dread on the way to this 
horde, 
Young man, replies the Can, I am glad it hay been 
your good fortune to find my hawk; for I have ſworn to 
grant the perſon who-ſhould bring him back to me, the 
three things he ſhall aſk : therefore you need only to ſpeak ; 
let me know what you deſire I ſhould do for you, and 
de aſſured of having your wiſhes accompliſhed. Since! 
am permitted, ſays Calaf, to demand three things, Iwilh, 
in the firſt place, that my father and mother, who are in 
. the boſpital, had a tent allotted to themſelves within the 
verge of your Majeſty's court, and that they may de 
maintained at your expence the reſt of their days, and be 
ſerved by ſome of the officers of your houſehold. In the 
next Place, J defire one of the beſt horſes in your * 
IE rea 
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I ready ſaddled and bridled ; and laſtly, a princely habit, 
il complete, with a rich ſabre and a purſe of gold, to 
enable me to undertake, with convenience, a journey ] 


me caſt in my thoughts. Thy deſires ſhall be anſwered, 


Ws Alinguer. Bring hither thy father and thy mother ; 
vill this very day begin to entertain them as you have 
required ; and to-morrow you ſhall have a princely habit 
complete, with the fineſt horſe in my ſtables, to go where- 
ner you pleaſe, | 3 

Calaf proſtrated himſelf a ſecond time before the Can 
then, making his acknowledgments for the honour and 
reat fayours conferred upon him, he returned to the tent, 
where Elmaze and Timurtaſch expected his coming with 
patience, I bring you good tidings, ſaid he to them; 
wr fortunes are already changed: then he related all that 
ad befallen him. This adventure pleaſed them highly. 
nd they looked upon it as a certain pledge of future 
luppineſs. They followed Calaf wich cheerſulneſs, who 


them to the Can. This Prince received them graciouſly, 


prod the promiſe he had given their ſon. Accordingly 
be immediately appointed then a tent in particular to them. 
lelves ; he cauſed them to be ſerved by the ſlaves and 
cer of his houſehold, and ordered they ſhould be treat- 
din all things like himſelf. | | 

On the morrow Calaf was clothed in a magnificent 
bit; he likewiſe received from the hands of Prince 
Uinguer a ſabre, the handle of which was ſtudded. with 
Iamonds, and a purſe filled with ſequins of gold; after 
ich he preſented him with one of the fineſt horſes that 
ſer eyes beheld. Calaf, ro ſhew his ſkill in ridin 


fach eaſe and addreſs, as charmed the Prince and his 
burtiers, 

When he had renewed his acknowledgments to the 
in for all his goodneſs and generality, he took his leave 
im. This done, he returned“ to Timurtaſch and the 
aceſs Elmaze : I have, ſaid he to them, an earneſt de- 
*to ſee the great kingdem of China, let me have your 
"Ton ro gratify it : my heart preſages that I ſhall 


22 Fain 


mnduRted them to the royal pavillion, and preſented _ 


id afſured them that he would in every reſpect make 


wunted, and made him perform his caracals with fo. 


alize myſelf by ſome glorious action, and that I ſhall - 
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gain the friendſhip of that Monarch, who rules over realm; 
of ſuch vaſt extent. Suffer me to leave you here in ſafe. 
ty, where you will want for nothing, while ! follow the 
ſtrong bent of my inclinations, or rather give myſelf up 


to the guidance of. Heaven, which is my conductor. Go, I 


my fon, ſays Timurtaſch to him; cheriſh the noble ar. 
dour that animates thy hopes ; haſten to the fortunes that 
artend thee : bring back to us with ſpeed, by thy virme, 
the proſperity which is ordaj zd to ſucceed to our ſuffer. 
ings ; or, by a glorious death, acquire, a. juſt and laſting 
renown in hiſtory amongſt the ſhining inſtances of unfor- 
tunate Princes, Go on, my fon ; depart : we ſhalt con- 
tinue in this tribe till we hear farther from you; and 
we ſhall take the meaſures f our fortunes from thoſe of 

yours, | 
The young Prince of the Nogais embraced his father 
and his mother, and took his way towards China, The 
hiſtorians make no mention of any A that might 
happen to him in his journey; they only inform us, that 
when he arrived at the great city of Canbalec, otherwiſe 
Pequin, he alighted near a houſe in the ſuburbs, which 
was the dwelling of a little old widow-woman. Calaf 
went up to the door. upon which the old woman ap- 
peared ; he ſaluted her, and ſaid, My good mother, can 
you find in your heart to receive a ſtranger into your 
houſe ? If you can furniſh me with a lodging in your 
houſe, I may venture to afſure you, that you ſhall have 
no reafon to be ſorry for ir. She examined the young 
Prince with her eyes; and. judging by his goodly mien, 
as well as by his dreſs, that he was no common gueſt, ſhe 
made a profound . inclination of her head and replied, 
Young ſtranger of noble appearance, my houſe, and every 
thing within it, is at your ſervice. And have you, re- 
Joins he, a place convenient for my horſe ? Yes, ſaid the, 
At the ſame time ſhe took the bridle in her 
hand, and led the horſe into a little table on the backſide 
of the houſe. Then ſhe returned to Calaf; who, finding 
himſelf diſpoſed to ear, aſked if ſhe had no body to ſend 
to buy ſomething for him in the market? the widow an- 
{wered that ſhe had a ſon twelve years old, who would 
acquit himfelf handſomely of ſuch a commiſſion. = 
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this the Prince took a ſequin of gold out of his purſe, and 
put it into the boy's hands to go to market. 

In the mean time, the hoſteſs was not a little buſted in 
faisfying Calaf's curioſity, He put a thouſand queſ- 
tions to her: he aſked her what were the manners and 
cuſtoms of, the inhabitants of the city? how many fami- 
lies were computed to be in Pequin? and the converſa- 
tion in the end fell upon the King of China. Inform 
me, | entreat you, ſays Calaf to her, of the character of 
this Prince; is he . generous? and would he, do you 
think, give any encouragement to a young man and a 
ſtranger, who ſhould offer himſelf voluntarily ro ſerve 
zpainſt his enemies? In a word, might it be of any advan- 
tage to me, if I ſhould devote myſelf to his intereſts ? 
Without doubt, replies the old woman; he is a moſt ex- 
cellent Prince, one who loves his ſubjects in as great u 
degree as he is beloved by them. I am ſurprifed that you 
ſhould never hear of our good King Altoun-Can, for the 
r of his goodneſs has diffuſed itſelf over the face of the 
earth. 

From the portraiture you give me of him, rejoins the 
Prince of the Nogais, I imagine he muſt needs be the moſt 
happy, and the moſt comented Monarch in the univerſe, 
And yet he'ts not, anſwers the widow : it may be averred, 
that he 1s very unhappy, In the firſt place, he has no 
Prince to ſucceed him ; notwithſtanding the prayers he 
puts up to Heaven, and the number of good works he 
does daily, he cannot obtain the bleffing of a fon, How- 
erer, 1 mult tell you that the grief of having no male 
child, is not what afflits him moſt : that which deſtroys 
the whole quiet of his life, is the Princeſs TourandoQe, 
his only daughter. And how, replies Calaf, comes it to 
paſs that ſhe is a grievance to him? I am going to inform 
you, ſays the widow ; Jam very particularly inſtructed in 
that affair; for my daughter, who has the honour to be 
in the ſerazlio amongſt the number of the Princeſs's ſla ves, 


has often en:ertained me with a diſtinQ- relation of the - 


whole, 
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SIXTY-THIRD DAY. 


HE Princeſs Tourandocte, (purſues the old hoſteſs of 
the Prince of the Nogais, is in the nineteenth year 
of her age: ſhe is fo very beautiful, that the painters 
who have attempted her picture, though the greateſt ar. 
tiſts of che Eaſt, have all of them owned, with confuſion, 
that they have been foiled, and that the pencil of the mok 
practiſed in beautiful features would never be able to ex- 
| preſs half the charms of the Princeſs of China: never- 
theleſs, the different paintings that have been made of her, 
though infinitely ſhort of the original, have cauſed preat 
hayoc in the world. 
. To her raviſhing beauty ſhe joins a mind ſo embelliſhed, 
that ſhe is miſtreſs not only of every accompliſhment which 
1s uſually taught to ladies of her rank, but is likewiſe per- 
fectly fkilled in thoſe ſciences which are proper only to 
men. She can write the different characters of ſeveral 
languages; ſhe is knowing in arithmetic, and geography, 
in philoſophy, in the mathematics, in the law, and more 
_ elpecially in theology. She has ftudied the laws and the | 
moral writings of our great legiflator Berginghuzin. In 
a word, ſhe is as learned as all our doQors together: but 
all her bright perſections are eclipſed by an unexampled 


inſenſibility of heart; ſhe tarniſhes her charming merit by and 
a deteſtable cruelty. _ | King 

It is now two years ſince the King of Thebet ſent to hou 
demand her in marriage for the Prince his ſon, who fell in tons 
Jove with her upon che ſight of a picture of her which bave 
came into his hands. Altoun-Can, pleaſed with this alli puz: 
ance, propoſed it to Tourandocte. This haughty Princels, ſtanc 
who, vain of her beauty, deſpiſes all men alike, rejected the 


the propoſition with diſdain. The King grew angry with that 
her, and declared he would be obeyed : bur inſtead of ws 
ſubmitting herſelf cheerfully to the will of her father, ſhe az 
wept out of mere obſtinacy, and an averfion to be cob. can 
trouled. She afflicted herſelf beyond meaſure, as if ſome 1 ti 
inſupportable 
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inſupportable evil had been laid upon ber: finally, the 
continued to torment herſelf to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
fell into a fickneſs, The phyſicians, knowing the cauſe 
of her indiſpolition, told the King that all their remedies 
were ineffeQtual, and that the Princeſs would infallibly 
die if he perſiſted to compe] her to marry the Prince of 
Thebet. 

Then the King, who loved his daughter to diſtraction, 
apprehending the danger ſhe was in, went into her apart- 
ment to aſſure her, that he would ſend back the ambaſſa- 
dors of Thebet with an abſolute denial, That, Sir, ſays 
the Princeſs, will not be ſufficient; J am reſolved to uſt 
no endeavours to preſerve my life, unleſs you will grant 
me what I am going to aſk. If you deſire I ſhould not 
die, you muſt oblige yourſelf, by an invielable oath, not 
to oppoſe my inclinations. And moreover, I wilt have 
you publiſh an edi, by which you ſhall declare, that 
whatſoever Prince ſhall demand me, muſt not expect to 
marry me, before he ſhall anſwer pertinently to the queſ- 


tions which I ſhall- think fi ro propofe to him in the 


heating of all the profeſſors of the law within the city ; 


that if his anſwers prove right, I conſent to take him for 


my huſband ; but if otherwiſe, that his head ſhall be ſtruck 
off in the court before your palace. 


By virtue of this edict, which ſhall be made known to 


all the foreign Princes who ſhall come to Pequin, no one 
will be forward to demand me in- marriage, and that is 
what I would accompliſh ; for I have an averſion to men, 
and will not be married. But, my. daughter, ſays the 
King to her, ſuppoſe ſome one, diſregarding my edict, 
ſhould preſent himſelf, and anſwer juſtly to your queſ- 
tions, — That, interrupting him, rejoins the, is what I 
have no reaſon to fear. I can ſtart ſuch points as would 


puzzle the profoundeſt doctors; and I am contented -to + 


ſtand the riſk. Altoun-Can pauſed awhile upon what 
the Princeſs exaQed from him. I ſee plainly, thinks he, 


that my daughter will never be induced to wed, and that 


this ediet will effectually deter all her lovers; ſo that 1 
hazard nothing in granting her this ſatisfaction: no evil 


can ariſe from it; for what Prince will be ſo thonghtleſs 
1 to provoke his fate by ſo deſperate 2 
. 4 | 
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be attended with no ill confequences, and that the cure of 
his daughter depended abſolutely upon it, ordered it b 
ſould be publiſhed; and ſwore by the laws of Ber- a Pri 
ginghuzin, that it ſhould be punctually obſerved, Tou- to an 
randocte, rely ing upon the ſacrednefs of his oath, which night 


/ 


Finally, the King concluding that ſuch an edict could 


the knew the King would never prefume to violate, came 
recovered her ſtrength, and was ſoon reſtored to a perfect ſtruct 
dealth. 


Notwithſtanding this, the reputation of her beauty 
drew divers young foreign Princes to Pequin. It was to 
no purpoſe to repreſent to them the tenor of the ediQ; 23 
there are very few who think meanly of their own capa- 
city, eſpecially amongſt the young men, they had the pre- 
ſumption to preſent themſelves to anſwer to the queſtions 


ti 


of the Princeſs ; and, not able to penetrate their dark when 
meaning, they all of them, one after the other, periſhed void 
without mercy, The King, to do him juſtice, is nearly what 
touched with compaſſion for their fate: he repent, that 4a 
he hes irrerecabiy bound himſeif by an oatn ; asd, ddt. my 
withſtanding his infinite tenderneſs for his daughter, he K J 
would rather chooſe to let her die than preſerve her at ſo 3 


dear a rate. He employs his utmoft endeavours to pre- 50 
vent theſe calamities. When any lover, who ſtands in 8 
no. awe of the edit, comes to him to demand the hand of | K A 
the Princeſs, he labours o diſſuade him from his reſolu- 8 


tions; and never gives his confent to any one to expoſe bn 
his life, but with the greateft regret. But for the moſt _ 
part he has the misfortune not to be able to prevail with ” 


the raſh young men; they are ſo taken up with the pat ub 
ſion for Tourandocte, and ſo intoxicated with the hopes 8 
af poſſeſſing her, that they overlook the danger which 2 
ſurrounds her. | f 
But though the King ſeems touched with the deaths * 
of theſe unhappy Princes, it is not fo with his inhuman 5 
daughter; ſhe glories in the bloody ſpectacles which her 7 
beauty exhibits to the people. So exceſſive is her va- 
nity, that the looks upon the moſt amiable Prince not 


only as unworthy of her, but even inſolent, in daring 0 4 
raife his thoughts up to the hopes of poſſeſſing her, and 5 
ſhe regards his death as a puniſhment due to his auda- / 


ciouſneſs, 


What 
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What is moſt to be lamented is, that there mould 
fill be a freſh ſupply of Princes who come to ſacrifice 
themſelves to this barbarous Princeſs, It is not long ſince 
a Prince, who flattered himſelf that he had fkill ſufficient 
to anſwer her queſtions, has loſt his "life ; and this ver 
night another is to die, who, as ill fate would have it, 
came to the court of China, urged on by the ſame de- 
ſtructive hopes. 


SIX TY-FOURTH DAY. 


ALAF was very attentive to the diſcourſe of the old 
| woman. I am not able to comprehend, ſays he, 
| when ſhe had done ſpeaking, how any Prince can be ſo 
| void of underſtanding as to demand the Princeſs of China : 
what man is there but muſt tremble when he hears the 
condition, without Which ſhe is not to be obtained? Be- 
ſides, tet the painters Who have drawn her fay what they 
will, letthem never ſo much declare that their works ſhew: 
but a faint reſemblance of her beauty, I am rather in- 
elined to believe, that they have added to her charms, 
and that they have flattered with their pencils, fince their 
pictures of her have produced ſuch extraordinary effects. 
To be free with you, 1 cannot imagine TourandoQe is fo 
beautiful as you ſpeak of her, Sir, rejoins the widow; 
her charms are far beyond what I am able to expreſs: you- 
may credit my teſtimony, for I have often ſeen her wheny 
[viſited my daughter in the ſeraglio. Form the brighteſt 
Ideas to pleaſe your imagination; lay together in year 
mind every grace and feature that cart emer into the com- 
poſi jon of a finiſhed beayty; and be3afſured; when you 
Wl vie put your fancy to te ſtrerch, that, you will not: be 
n ble to figure to yourſelf a form that may in the leaſt ſtand . 
» v eompetition with that of the Princeſs. = = 
. The Prince of the Nogais thought his hoſteſs cock a 
o Lelight in magnifying every little circumſtance, and could- 
A by no means prevail upon himſelf to believe her: never-" 
ad beleſs he felt a ſecret kind of pleaſure, without knowiog 
a. Wy reafon for it. But, my mother, renews” he, are the 
K 5 queſtious 


* 
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- queſtions which the King's daughter propoſes, ſo very 
difficult and intricate, that there is no making. any an- 
ſwer to them, in ſuch a manner as may fatisfy the men 
of the law? For my part I am of opinion, that the 
Princes who could not penetrate into the meaning of 
them, were all men of narrow capacities and little 
learning. No, no, replies the old woman; never were 
any riddles ſo obſcure as the queſtions of the Princeſs, 
and it is next to an impoſſibility to anſwer to them 
direQly. | 

While they were talking to this effect of Tourandocte 
and her unfortunate - lovers, the little boy who had been 
ſent to market came home with a ſtore of proviſions, 
Calaf fat down to table, which the widow ſpread for 
him, and eat with the appetite of a traveller who had 
faſted long. In the mean time the night came on, and 
immediately the tymbals of juſtice began to reſound in 
the ſtreets. The Prince demanded the meaning of that 
noiſe, It is, anſwers the old woman, ta advertiſe the 
people that ſome one is to be put to death: and the 
wretch who is to be ſacrificed is the Prince, who I told 
you was to be this night beheaded, for failing in his an- 
ſwers to the queſtions of the Princefs.. Criminals are exe- 
cuted by the day-light; but this is a particular caſe. 
The King in his heart deteſts the cruelties which he is 
forced to exerciſe upon the lovers of his daughter, and 1s 
willing to hide the barbarity from the fight of the ſun, 


I be fon of Timur taſch was defirous to ſee this execution, 


the cauſe of which to him ſeemed very extraordinary. He 
went out of his lodgings, and meeting in the ſtreets a 
vaſt crowd of Chineſe, whoſe ' curioſity brought them to- 
» gether, he mixed with them, and. went on with the ſtream 
-Mto the court of the palace, where ſo tragical a ſcene was 
to be repreſented. 

He ſaw in the middle a very high tower. of wood, the 
outſide of which, from the top to the bottom, was co- 
vered with branches of cypreſs, within which there was 
| hung a prodigious number of lamps, ranged in order, 
which ſpread fo great a light, that the whole court ſhone 
with them. Beneath the tower there. was a ſcaffold pre- 

red, covered over with white ſattin, and round about it 
Rows ſevera} pavilions of taffeta of the {ame _— 
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Behind theſe tents two thouſand ſoldiers of the guards of 
Altoun-Can were poſted two ranks deep, with their 
{words drawn and axes in their hands, ſo as to form a 
double barrier againſt the people. Calat was very intent 
upon every thing that preſented itſelf to his view, when 
on a ſudden the mournful ceremony, for which this pom 
was all prepared, began by a confuſed noiſe of -drums and 
bells, which ſounded far from the top of the tower: at 
the ſame time, twenty mandarins, and as many men of 
the law, every one cloathed in long white woollen robes, 
came out from the palace, -advancing towards the ſcaf- 
fold; and when they had three times marched in proceſ- 
fion round it, they ſat down under the pavilions, 

In the next place appeared the victim, adorned with 
flowers, interwoven with leaves of cypreſs, with a blue 
fillet round his head, and not a red one, like the criminals 
condemned by the ordinary courſe of juſtice, He was 4 
young prince, - fcarce eighteen years of age: He was at- 
tended by a mandarin, who led him by the hand, and 
followed by the executioner. They all three mounted 
the ſcaffold : immediately the noiſe of the drums and bells 
ceaſed, Then the mandarin addreſſed his ſpeech to the 
Prince, with a tone of voice fo raiſed, that half the people - 
might hear him. Prince, ſays he to him, is it not true 
that you were informed of the tenor of the King's ediQ, 
when you firſt preſented yourſelf to demand the Princeſs-- 
in marriage? Is it not true likewiſe, that the King em- 
ployed his beſt endeavours to difſuade you from your raſh 
attempt ? The Prince anſwering that it was true declare 
then, adds the mandarin, that it is your own fault if yon 
loſe your life this day, and that the King, and the Prin- 
cels are no ways anfwerable for your death. I forgive 
them replies the Prince, whatever ſhalt” befal me, I im- 
pute it to myſelf alone; and my prayer is, that Heaven 
may never require at their hands the blood that ſhall this 
day be ſhed. N 

Scarce had he ended theſe words, when the exeentioner 
levered his. head from his body with a ſudden- ſtroke of 
the ſabre. The air inſtantly reſounded afrefh with the 
ringing of bells, and the rattling of drums. In the mean 
wile, twelve mandarins came to take care of the dead 
body : they laid it into a coffin made of ivory — 2 

then, 
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then, placing ir upon a bier, ſix of them bore it upon 
their ſhoulders into the garden of the 3 under a 
dome of white marble, which the King had erected for a 
place of burial to all the unhappy Princes who ſhould 
incur the ſame fate. It was his cuſtom to go frequent. 
ly and weep alone over the monuments of thoſe who 
lay there, thinking in ſome meaſure to atone for the 
—_— of his daughter, by paying this tribute to their 
es. 


SIXT V- FIFTH DAY. 
A® 3 as the mandarins had carried off the Prince 


who was executed, the populace and the men of the 
law all retired to their houſes, blaming the King for his 
imprudence in giving a ſanction to cruelty by the ſacred- 
neſs of an oath, which he muſt not violate. Calaf re- 
mained in the court of the palace, his =_ buſied with a 
thouſand confuſed reflections. Not far from him he per- 
ceived a man, from whoſe eyes guſhed a torrent of tears: 
he concluded he muſt be a perſon deeply interefted in the 
execution which he had ſeen performed; and deſirous 
to be farther informed, he addreſſed his ſpeech to him. | 
have a fellow-feeling, ſaid he, in the exceſs of grief which 
you ſeem to expreſs; Lenter imo all your ſufferings, and 
make no doubt but you were intimately acquainted with 
the Prince who has now been put to death. Ah, Sir, 
anſwers this afflicted perſon, redoubling his tears, I ſhould 
know) him intimately, for 1 bred him up. Oh thou un- 
happy King of Samarcande! adds he, what will be thy 
ſorrow, when tbou ſhalt hear the ſtrange fate of hy fon? 


meſſage to thee? 

Calaf demanded by what means the Prince of Samar- 
cande became enamoured of the Princeſs of China. | 
ſhall: inform you, ſays he Governor of the Prince to him; 
and you will, 1 queſtion not, be aſtoniſhed with the rela- 
tion ) am going io make. This Prince of Samar cande, 


purſues he, lived happy in his father's court. All the 
STORE courtiers 
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courtiers regarded him as a Prince that muſt one day be 
their Sovereign, and ſtudied not leſs to pleaſe him than 
the King- himſelf, He uſually, employed the day-time 
in hunting, or in exerciſing himſelf at mall. At night he 
would ſecretly invite into his apartment all the gay and 
youthful perſons of the court, with whom he would revel 
in the choĩceſt wines and liquors, Moreoyer he took a 
delight ſometimes in ſeeing the beautiful ſlaves dance, and 
in hearing the muſic of voices and inftruments. Not to 
dwell upon particulars, the days, the hours of his life flowed 
on in an uninterrupted courſe of pleaſures. | 

Theſe amuſements went on as uſual, when a famous 
painier arrived at Samarcande with the pictures of ſeveral 
Princeſſes, who fat to him in the different courts he had 
viſited, He came oue day to ſhew them to my Prince, 
who, when he had examined thoſe which were laid before 
him, ſaid, Taeſe are fine pieces indeed; and I am per- 
ſuaded that the originals are not a little obliged to you. 
dir, anſwers the painter, I will confeſs to you, that in 
tele pictures my pencil has flattered a little; but then, 
at the fame time I muſt tell you, that I have one piece 
more beautiful than any of theſe, and yet u falls far ſhort 
of the original, As he went on ſpeaking to this pur- 
pole, he took out of the bottom of a little box, in 
which he kept his paintings, the portrait of the Princeſs of 
China, 

My maſter had no ſooner taken it in his hands, but 
magining it beyond the power of nature to produce a 
beauty ſo perfect, he cried out, that the world did not 
contain ſo charming a creature, and that the Princeſs of 
China muſt infallibly have been more flattered in her 
pure than any of the others. The painter proteſted to 
bim that it was not ſo; and aſſured him, that the moſt 
naſterly hand would never be able to expreſs the fine air 
ind the bloom which were diffuſed through all the lovely 
eatures of the Princeſs Tourandocte. Relying upon the 
alurances of this-artiſt, my maſter bought the picture; it 
made ſo ſtrong, an impreſſion upon him, that, quitting 
bis father's court, he departed from Samarcande, accom- 
panied by no man beſides myſelf. Without letting me 
no his deſign, he took the road that leads to China, 
und never ſtopped till he came into this eity. He pro- 


poſed 
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poſed to himſelf to ſerve Altoun-Can for a time in his 
wars, and in the end to demand the Princeſs in marriage. 
But immediately upon our arriral, we were informed of 
the rigour of the edit; and upon hearing of it, my 
Prince, which ſeems unaccoumable, inftead of ſhewing 
any ſigns of uneaſineſs, expreſſed a manifeſt joy and ſatis- 
faction. | will inſtantly go, ſays he to me, and deſire 
that I may be allowed to anſwer to the queſtions of Tou- 
randocte. Why ſhould I think meanly of my own capa- 
city z or rather, why ſhould I not be confident of obtain- 
ing the Princeſs, 

I need not acquaint you, Sir, with what followed, con- 
_ tinues the Governor, ſobbing- as he ſpoke. You muſt 

already bave concluded, from the tragical ſcene you have 
juſt now ſeen, chat the unfortunate Prince of Samarcande 
was not able notwithſtanding all his hopes, to anſwer 
the fatal queſtions of this inhuman beauty, who delights 
in ſhedding of blood, and who has already taken away 
the lives of ſeveral King's ſons. 
was to prepare himſelf for death, he gave me the picture 
of this cruel Princeſs. - I entruſt you, laid he to me, with 
this ineftimable piece; preſerve the precious pledge: ſhew 
it to my father when you ſhall relate my deſtiny to him: 
when he ſees the charming objeQ, I doubt not bur he will 
pardon my raſhneſs, Bur, purſues the Governor, let who 
will rake upon him te carry the unwelcome meſſage to the 
king bis father: as for me, loaded with my afiiQion, I 
reſolve to retire far from-this place, and far from Samar- 
cande, to lament a Prince who was fo dear to me. Oh 
my much regretted maſter! Oh that when this fatal pic- 
ture fell into your hands, you could have looked upon it 
with my eyes! Oh barbarous Princefs ! henceforward let 
all the Princes of the earth think of you as think! then, 
inftead of inſpiring them with love, would you raiſe in 
their ſouls the ſentiments of horror. Having expreſſed 
his reſentments in theſe words, the Governor of the Prince 
of Samarcande went away full of indignation, looking 
upon the palace with eyes hat ſparkled with rage, and 
faid not a word more to the ſon of Pimurtaſch. Prince 
Calaf gathered up the picture with eagerneſs from the 
prom, and intended to go back to his old hoſteſs ; but 

loft 


his way in the dark, and before he was aware of 
| ; it, 
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it, ſound himſelf out of the town. He waited impa- 
tiently for day- light, to behold the beauty of the Princeſs 
of China. As ſoon as he could ſee and ſatisfy his cu- 
rioſity, he opened the box in which the picture was in- 
cloſed ; however he heſitated before he looked upon it. 
What am I going to do? cried he; ought I to caſt my 
eye on ſo dangerous an object? Think Calaf, think of 
the ill effects it has produced. Haſt thou forgot what 
the Prince of Samarcande's Governor juſt now told thee ? 
Do not look on this picture. Reſiſt a deſire which would 
lead thee away, while it is only mere curioſity. As long 
as thou haſt the uſe of thy reaſon, thou mayeſt prevens 


thy ruin. But why do I talk of preventing it, added be; 


what falſe reaſons beget this cowardly prudence ? if | am 
to love the princeſs, my love is already writ in Heaven, 
in characters that can never be effaced. Beſides | can- 
not ſegany danger in looking upon the fineſt picture that 
ever was, A man muſt be very weak to be diſturbed at 
the fight of a vain mixture of colours. Fear nothing; 
behold with inſenſibility thoſe conquering and murdering 
features. I would even find faults, and have the new 
pleaſure of cenſuring the charms of this too proud Prin- 
ceſs ; J would mortify her vanity, by leuing her ſee that 
[ beheld her image without emotion. | 


——— mm 


- SIXTY-SIXTH DAY. 


N vain the ſon of Timurtaſch flattered himſelf that he 
could look on the picture of Tourandocte with indif- 


terence ; he beheld, he examined, he admired the turn of 


the face, the regularity of the features, the lovelineſs of 
the eyes, the mouth the noſe—every thing ſeemed to him 
tc be in perfection. He was aſtoniſhed at the conſidera- 


on of it in the whole, and in every particular; and 


though he was upon his guard againſt it, he ſuffered him- 


felt to be charmed by it. Spite of himſelf he was incon- 
ceivably troubled. He did not know himſelf. What 
ire, ſaid he, is this that avimates me? Into what diforder 


has 
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has this picture put my ſenſes? Is this, juft Heaven, the 
fortune of all that behold this picture? Muſt they love 
the inhuman Princeſs it repreſents? Ah! I find but too 
well that ſhe will make the ſame impreſſion on me which 
ſhe made on the unfortunate Prince of Samarcande, [ 
| ſubmit to the power of the beauty that wounds me; and 
inſtead of being frighted at his piteous ſtory, I almoſt enyy 
his "misfortune. What a change is this! Good God! | 
cannot now comprehend how any one ſhould be ſo inſen- 
ſible of her charms, as not to deſpiſe the rigour of the 
edi& : I ſee nothing terrible in it. From this moment all 
the peril vaniſhes. _ 
No, incomparable Princeſs, continued he, looking on 
the picture with a languiſhing air, no obſtacle ſhall hinder 
me; I will love you, ſpite of your barbarity : and fince[ 
am permitted to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of you, I will do 
all that I can to obtain it. If I periſh in fo noble an en- 
terprize, all that will trouble me in death, will be the 
thoughts of lofing you. - 
Calaf being come to a reſolution to demand the 
Princeſs, returned to his hoſteſs. He had much ado to 
find the houſe again, ſo far had he wandered out of his 
way in the dark. Ah! my fon, ſays the old woman as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, I am tranſported at the fight 
of you. I was afraid what was become of you. 
Why did you not return ſooner ? Mother, replied he, I 
am ſorry you ſhould have been under ſo much concern 
on my account, but I loſt my way in the night. He 
then told her how: he had met the governor of the 
Prince who had been put to- death, and did not fail to re- 
peat all that the Governor had ſaid to him. He alſo 
ſhewed her TourandoRe's picture: See, ſays he, if 
this is not an imperfect image of the Princeſs of China: 
L cannot think that it comes up to the beauty of the 
original. | 


By the ſoul of - the prophet Jatmouny, cried: the old 


woman, after ſhe had examined the picture, the Princeſs 


is a thouſand times handſomer and more charming. I 


wiſh you bad ſeen her, you would then be of my opinion, 

that all the painters upon earth will never be able to make 

an image ſo beautiful; I will not except the famous 

Many. I amextremely pleaſed, replied the Prince of the 

Nogais, with your aſſuring me that the beauty of _ 
ran 


What 
reſolv 
this V 
queſt! 


intent 


periſh 
Prine 
deaut 
events 
rents 
bring 
pltes t 
tende 
end te 
thoſe 
perha 
ble: 
me, 
filial 
ure } 
them 
very ' 
woulc 
Inſpir 
| am 
In enc 
world 
WI 
Advice 
lhe, 


PERSIAN TALES, 209 


tandocte is above all the efforts of painting. How does 
the thought of it delight me? It confirms me in 
deſign, and excites me 10 attempt immediately fo glo- 
rious an undertaking, Why have I not already caſt 
myſelf at her feet? I die with impatience to try whe- 
ther 1 ſhall not be more happy than the Prince of 
Gmarcayde, 

What's that you ſay? my ſon, replied the widow : 
What deſign is it you have formed? and do you really 
reſolve to put it in execution ? Yes, mother, ſays Calaf, 
this very day will I offer myſelf to anſwer the Princeſs's 
queſtions, When I came to China it was with an 
intention to ſerve the great King Altoun-Can in the 
armies; but it is better to be his ſon-in-law than his 
general. 

The hoſteſs burſt out into tears, crying, Ah! my Lord, 
inthe name of God think no more of it; you will ſurely 
periſh in ſo raſh an enterpriſe, as the demanding of the 
Princeſs will be. Inflead of being charmed with her 
beauty, hate her as the cruel cauſe of fo many tragical 
eventss Conſider with yourſelf what will be your pa- 
rents trouble when they hear of your death, and do not 
bring fo much miſery on their heads. Ab, mother, re- 
plies the ſon of Timurtaſch, do not touch me in the moſt 
tender part, I am not ignorant that if to-day put an 
end to my life, I ſhall cauſe the moſt mortal affliction to 
thoſe to whom I owe it; I own they love me fo tenderly, 
perhaps they will not be able to ſurvive me: yer as ſen- 
ble as I ought to be, and as I am of their tenderneſs to 
me, | muſt give way to a ſtronger impulſe than that of 
flial duty. But what need I fear giving them diſplea- 
lure? Will not my doing what I intend to do render 
them more happy? yes, doubtleſs ; their intereſt agrees 
very well with my paftion; and were my father here, he 
Id would be ſo far from oppoſing my deſign, that he would 
1 Inſpire me with new reſolution to execute it immediately. 
lam reſolved upon it; don't ſpend time to no purpoſe, 
n. n endeavouring to diſſuade me from it; nothing in the 
world ſhall hinder me. | X 

When his hoſteſs found he would not hearken to her 
vice, it redoubled her affliction. And will you ſays 
he, my Lord, will you run upon inevitable ruin #4 

ac 
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that you had never come within my doors, never keard of 
the name of TourandoQe ! You fell in love with her on my 


praiſing her to you. 


nued he, raking 


of 


reward of m 


of it. 


SIXTY:SEVENTH DAY. 


THE widow took the-purſe from Calaf, ſaying, Yon 
are very much deceived; ſon, if you think this gold 


Ah! wre'ch that I am, it is I that 
am the cauſe of your deſtruction— I that ſhall have your 
death to reproach myſelf with. The Prince of Nogaiz, 
interrupting her, ſaid, No, my good mother, you are in 
no wiſe the occaſion of my misfortune; Do not impute 
to yourſelf my love for the Princeſs ; I am deſtined to 
love her, and in loving her, only fulfil my deſtiny. Be. 
fides, how do ou know that 1 ſhall not be able to an- 
ſwer her queſtions ?- 1 neither want learning nor under. 
ſtanding. Perbaps Heaven has reſerved for me the ho- 
nour of delivering the King of China from the-troubles 
which ſo terrible an oath has cauſed him, But, conti- 
out of his pocket” a purſe the Can of 
Berlas had given him, in which were a good many pieces 
gold, as I own that this is uncertain, and it may 
happen I may loſe my life, I make you a preſent of this 
purſe to comfort you for my loſs. You may alſo ſell 
my horſe, and keep the money, for I ſhall have no 
need of it, whether the daughter of Altoun-Can be the: 
y boldnefs, or whether death be the ſad price 


will comfort me for the loſs of you: I ſhall lay it out in 
good works, give part of it to the poor in the hoſpitals, 
who patiently endure their mifery, and whoſe prayers art 
_ conſequently ſo agreeable to God: the reſt I ſhall diſtri 
bute among the miniſters of our religion, that they may 
join all in their prayers to Heaven, to inſpire you with more 
reaſonable reſolutions, and not ſuffer you to expoſe your. 


ſelf to fuch certain deſtruction. 
that you will not this day- offer yourſelf to anſwer Tou- 
.. randoQe's queſtions ; ſtay till to-morrow, the time 1s not 
long. Let me have till then to engage holy men, = 


All that I beg of you 


he {; 
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cur prophet Jatmouny, in your intereſts ; after that 
do what you will, Give me but this ſmall ſatisfacti- 
on: I muſt ſay you owe it to a perſon who has fo en- 
— a friendſhip for you, and will be inconſolable if you pe- 
riſh. 

Calaf ſhewed her by his looks he could not deny her 
requeſt, He was not only one of the handſomeſt Princes in 
the world he was alſo one of the beſt natured ; and it was 
impoſſible to ſee and converſe with him, and not to love 
him, The old widow's grief tonched him: Well, mo- 
ther, ſaid he, I will have ſo much complaiſance for you. 
I will not go to-day to demand the Princeſs ; but I muft 
needs tell you, that I don't believe your prophet Jatmou- 
ny can make me change my reſolution. He ſtaid at 
home at his hoſteſs's all that day. She in the mean 
time, went about to the hoſpitals to diſtribute: her alms, 
and to the Bonzes, to purchaſe for ready money their in- 
terceſſion with Berginghuzin. She alſo ſacrificed hens and 
fih to idols; neither did the forget the genii, to them 
* offered rice in the places dedicated to their wor- 

ip. | | 3 

But the prayers of the Bonzes, and all the idol miniſ- 
ters, though they were well paid; produced not the effect 
which the good woman expected; for the next morning the 
Prince appeared more reſolute than ever in his deſign to 
demand Tourandocte in marriage. Adieu! mother, faid 
be to the widow ; and I am ſorry you put yourſelf yeſter- 
day to ſo much trouble for me; you might very well have 
ſpared your paivs ; for I aſſure you I am of the ſame mind 
kill. At theſe words he left her; and his hoſteſs was ſo 
troubled at his going, that covering her face with her veil, 
he ſet her head on her knees, and continued thus in a fit of 
ſorrow which is not to be expreſſed. 

The young Prince of the Nogais, perfumed with ef- 
ſences, and fairer than the moon, went directly to the pa- 
kce: he found five elephants tied at the gate, and two 
thouſand ſoldiers well armed cap-a-pee, drawn up on 
each ide One of the chief officers, perceiving by Calaf's 
ur that he was a ftranger, ſtopped him, demanding of him 
Wat bufinefs he had at the palace, I am a foreign 
Irince replied the ſon of Timurtaſch, and come to offer 
yſelf to the King, to beg of him that he will permit me 

to 
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to anſwer the queſtions, of the Princeſs bis daughter. The 
officer heard him with aſtoniſhment, and ſaid, do you know, 
Prince, that what you come about 1s death ? you had better 
have ſtaid at home; return to your own country, and dot't 


flatter yourſelf with the hopes of obtaining the barbaroyz 


Tourandotte ; were you as wiſe as a mandarin of ſcience, 
you would never find out the meaning of her ambiguoys 
words. I thank you for your counſel, replied Calaf ; but! 
am not come hicher to go back as I came. . Go and die then, 
ſays the officer ſurlily, ſince there is no hindering you. Upon 
this he let him enter the palace, and turning to ſome other 
officers who had heard their converſation, How handſome 
and well made that young Prince is! faid he; 'tis a pity 
he ſhould die ſo ſoon. | | 
In the mean while Calaſ paſſed through ſeveral halls, and 
came at laſt to that in which the King, uſed to give audience 
to his people there was a throne in it made of ſteel of Ca- 
tals in the form of a dragon, about three cubits high; over it 
was a Canopy of yellow ſatin, adorned with diamonds, ſup. 
ported by four lofty pillars of the ſame Catai ſteel. Al. 
roun-Can, arrayed in a veſt of gold brocade, with a red 
ground, fat on the throne : the gravity of his air agreed 
perfectly well with that of his beard; which was. 6ivid- 
ed into three parts, and each part bound with a diamond 
buckle. The Monarch, after he had given audience to 
ſome of his ſubje&s, caſt his eyes on the Prince of the No. 
is, Who was in the crowd : as he appeared to be a ſtran- 
ger, and by bis air and dreſs to be of no common rank, he 
called one of his mandarins, pointed with his finger to Calzf, 
and ordered him to inform him of his quality, and the occa- 
ſion of his coming to his court. a 
The mandarin went up to the ſonof 'Timurtaſch, and told 
him the King deſired to know who he was, and if he had 


maſter, replied the young Prince, that I am the only ſon of 


a Sovereign, and am come to endeavour to deſerye the bo- 
nour of being his ſon-in-law, 


- SIXTY: 


any thing to demand of him. You may tell the King your 
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SIXTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


O ſooner did Altoun-Can know the Prince of, the 
Nogais's anſwer, than his countenance changed, and 
he turned as pale as death. He ceaſed giving audience; 
he diſmiſſed all the people, deſcended from his throne, and 
went up to Calaf ; Raſh youth, ſays he, are you informed 
of the rigour of my edict, and the miſerable end of all thoſe 
who have obſtinately perſiſted in demanding my daughter ? 
Yes, my Lord, replicd the ſon of Timurtaſch, I know all 
the danger I run ; even my eyes have been the witneſſes of 
the juſt and late death which your Majeſty cauſed to be in- 
ited on the Prince of Samarcande. But the deplorable 
end of theſe audacious men who vainly flattered themſelves 
with the ſweet hopes of poſſeſſing the Princeſs of China, has 
only inflamed the deſire I have to deſerve her. 
What madneſs is this! ſaid the King; ſcarce has one 


4 WT Prince loſt his liſe but another preſents himſelf to the ſame 
1 Wh <ftiny ; they ſcem to take a pleaſure in ſacrificing them- 
; WH ves! What blindneſs! what temerity ! recollect your- 
el, Prince, and be not ſo prodigal of your blood. I pity 


jou more than any of thoſe that have already come to ſeek 
their deaths here: I feel an inclination for you, and would 
do all that I can to hinder your deſtroying yourſelf, Re- 
turn to your father's dominions, and let him not have the 
afliction to hear by fame, that he muſt no more expect to ſee 
bis only ſon, | 
My Lord, replies Calaf, nothing can more delight me, 
ld than to hear from- your Majeſty's mouth that I have the 
ad bod fortune to pleaſe you; I take it for a happy omen. 
ur WI Ferhaps Heaven, moved by the miſeries that have been 
\ of Wl ©ules by the beauty of the Princeſs, will make uſe of 
ho- ne to put a ſtop to them, and at the ſame time ſecure the 
Quiet of your lie, now troubled by neeeſſity of autho- 
ling ſuch cruel actions. Are you ſure that I ſhall. not 
dle right anſwers to the queſtions that ſhall be-aſked me? 
tow do you know that I ſhall periſh ? If others have not 


Y- 
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Jaſt reſolution, | 


him again, and do what ſhe could to diſſuade him from h 


what they ſaid. - 


to rejoice that 1 ſee you to-day? in what ſentimen 


Ah I Prince, ſays Akoun-Can, ought I to be troubled or 


been ablz to find out the ſenſe of TourandoRe's obſcure 
words, is that a reaſon that 1 ſhall not be able to doit? | 
No, my Lord, their example ſhall not oblige me to re- 
nounce the honour to which I pretend, that of having you 
for my father-in-law. The King . replied with a great 
deal of compaſſion, Ah, wretched Prince, are you al- 
ready weary of life? The lovers that have before you 
preſented themſelves ro anſwer the ſad queſtions that my 
daughter has put to them, talked juſt as you do: they all 
hoped to unriddle the myſtery, and they have all been 
miſtaken : alas! you will be betrayed by your conh. 
dence, as they l ave been, Once more, my ſon, purſued 
he, let me peruade you to deſifſt-:'] love you, and would 
ſave yon. o not by your obſtinacy render my good 
intention uſeleſs You are in an error, to think you can 
anſwer on the ſpot to what the Princeſs will propoſe to 
vou; you will have but half a quarter of an hour to 
- ſtudy upon each queſtion ;—that's the rule. If in the 
moment you do not then make a right anſwer, ſuch as 
thal} be approved of by all the doRors that are the judges, 
you will be ſentenced to death, and the next night will 
that ſentence be put in execution. "Therefore, Prince, re- 
tire; conſult the wiſe, paſs the reſt of the day in conſider- 
ing what you had beſt to do: make your ſerious refleQions 
on what 1 have ſaid, and te-morrow come and tell me your 


Having ſaid this, he left Calaf, who retired very much 
mortified that he muſt .wait till the morsaw ; for what the 
King ſaid had no manner of influence on him. He te- 
turned to his hoſtels, without having the leaſt ſuſpenſe in 
bis mind on account of the peri] to which he expoſed him- 
ſelf. As ſoon as he came to the old woman and told her 
what had paſſed at the palace, ſne began to harangue 


enterpriſe : but all her endeavours were fruitleſs, they had 
a contrary effect, and made him the mere eager upon pro- 
ſecuting it. Accordingly he returned the next day to the 
palace; and the King hearing. be was come, received him 
in his cloſer, not being willing that any one ſhould hear 
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(0 you come? My Lord, replied Calaf, I am ſtill in the 
fame mind. I had fully conſidered the matter when I had. 
he honour yeſterday to preſent! myſelf before your Ma- 
ty, I am determined to ſuffer the ſame death as m 
mals, if Heaven has not otherwiſe pre-ordained my deſtiny, 
The King was ſo afflicted with his obſtinacy, that he ſmote 
lis breaſt and tore his beard. How unhappy am I, ſays he, 
Win having conceived ſuch an affection for this man ! The 
death of the others was not ſuch a trouble to me. Ah! 
gy ſon, continued he, embracing the Prince of the Nogats 
fmy reaſons will not ſhake your reſolution, give way to 
ny grief. I find that the blow which will deprive you of 
our life, will ſtrike to my heart. Do not I beſeech you, 
link of poſſeſſing my cruel daughter; you will find other 
Princeſſes enough in the world: why. are you fo reſolutely 
tent on obtaining an inhuman one, whom you can never 
tain? Stay if you will, in my court; you ſhall have 
be firſt rank there next to my ſelf: you ſhall have handſome 
mes and pleaſure ſhall every where attend you. In a 
word, I will look upon you as my own ſon, Renounce all 
retenſions to TourandoRe, and let me at leaſt have the 
wifaCion of depriving this bloody Princeſs of one vie- 
In, 


SIXTY-NINTH DAY. 


HE fon of Timurtaſch was very much touched with 
the King's offering him his friendſhip with ſo much 
lerneſs ; but however he replied, Suffer me, my 
rd, to expoſe myſelf to the peri] from which you 
ould divert me. The greater it is, the more tempting 
to me. Nay, — to you there is a ſecret charm 
a in the Princeſs's cruelty, which pleaſes my love, in 
"ing myſelf that I am perhaps the happy mortal who 
0 triumph over her pride. I pray your Majeſty, in the 
de of God, to forbear oppoſing a deſign, on which my 
U, my peace, and even my life depends; for in ſhort, 
"not live unleſs I obtain Tourandocte. 
VV Altoun- 
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Altoun-Can finding there was no way, to divert him 
from his perilous purpoſe, was mortally prieved at it,— 
Audacious youth, ſaid be, thy deſtruction is unavoidable, 
ſince with mad obſtinacy thou perſiſteſt in demanding my 
daughter; Heaven is my witneſs, I have done what [ 


could to bring thee to reaſon, 
ſels, and hadſt rather periſh than follow them. 


Thou xejecteſt my coun- 
We will 


talk no more of it, thou wilt ſoon receive the reward of 


thy folly. 


J conſent that thou undertakeſt to anſwer Tou- 


randocteꝰ's que ſtions; but I muſt firſt do thee thoſe honours 


that ] 


pay ſuch Princes as ſeek my alliance. At theſe 


words, he called the chief of the firſt band of his eunuchy, 


commanding him to conduct Calaf to the palace of the 


Prince and to let him have two hundred eunuchs to ſerve 


him. 
Scarce was the Prince of the Nogais come to the palace, 


whither he had been conducted, but the principal Manda- 


Tins came to ſalute him; that ie, they kneel and bow their 
heads to the ground, ſay ing one after another. The per: 
petual {ſervant of your illuſtrious race come in that quality 
to do you zeverence ; they afterwards make their preſents, 


and retire. | 


In the mean time, the King, whoſe friendſhip and com- 
paſſion made him concern himſelf in an extraordinary 
manner for the ſon of Timurtaſch, ſent for the moſt able, 
or at leaſt the moſt famous profeſſor of the royal college, 
and told him there was a Prince come to demand his 
daughter; that he had ſpared no pains to diſſuade hin 
from it, and all to no purpoſe ; adding, I would have 
you, doctor, endeavour to bring him to reaſon by your 
eloquence 5 to that end I ſent for you. The doctor 
obeyed, went to Calaf, and had a long conference with 
bim. When it was over he returned to Altoun-Can, and 
ſaid, my Lord, it is impoſſible ro perſuade the young 
Prince; he will obtain the Princeſs or periſh. - When | 
found it was in vain to pretend to convince him of the 
danger and madneſs of his attempt, I had the curioſity 10 
ſee, whether his obſtinacy had no other foundation than 
his love; I aſked him-ſeveral-queſtions on different mat 
ters, and was ſurpriſed to find him ſo learned and know- 
ing. He is a Muſſelman, and ſeems to be well-inftru&ed 
in every thing that regards his religion. In fine, to 7 
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what I think, I can't help telling your Majeſty, that I 

believe, if any Prince is able to anſwer the Princeſs's queſ- 
' tions, this 1s he. | | 
4 Ah! door, cries the King, how am I tranſported with 

what you tell me! Would to Heaven that this Prince may 
be my ſon-in-law ! As ſoon as I caſt my eye on him, I 
took an affection to him. May he be happier than the 
reſt that have come to periſh in this city! The good King 
Altoun-Can was not contented to put up his vows to Heaven 
for Calaf, he ordered pubiic prayers and ſolemn ſacrifices 
in the temples; an ox was by his command offered to 
Heaven, a goat to the ſun, and a hog to the moon. 
He ordered alſo, that the fraternities of artificers in Pe- 
quin ſhould hold their feſtivals in favour of Calaf, that 
he might obtain the Princeſs he came to demand. 

After theſe prayers, ſacrifices, and feſtivals, the Chineſe 
Monarch ſent his Colao to the Prince of the Nogais, to 
give him notice, that he muſt prepare himſelf to anſwer 
the Princeſs's queſtions the next day, when he would be 
ſent for to appear before the divan, who had already re- 
ceived orders to aſſemble for that purpoſe. | 
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SEVENTIETH DAY. 


8 much as Calaf was reſolved to try his fortune in 
this enterpriſe, he had not à very quiet night of it: 
lometimes he truſted to his genius, and flattered himſelf 
| with ſucceſs; ſometimes he loſt his confidence in him- 
ſelf, and imagined what ſhame it would be to him, if 
is anſwers did not pleaſe the divan. Nor did he for- 
pet to think of Elmaze and Timurtaſch; Ah! faid he, 
- [ die, what will become of my poor father and mo- 
mer. | 
duch were his reſlections when day broke upon him.— 
He preſently heard the jingling of bells, and the beating 
of drums, and gueſſed it was the fignal for thoſe that were 
o aſſiſt at the aſſembly to give their attendance. He 
len addreſſed himſelf thus to Mahomet: O great pro- 
i.. 25. | phet,. 
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phet, thou ſeeſt my condition; inſpire me on this impor- 
tant occaſion ! Shall I go to the divan, or to the King, 
and tell him the danger terrifies me? He had no ſooner 
ſaid theſe words, then he felt no more any of thoſe ter- 
rors. His boldneſs returned. He roſe and dreſſed him- 
ſelf in a caffetan, and a cloak of red filk with gold flowers, 
His ſtockings and ſhoes were of blue ſilk, and all his ap- 
parel a preſent from Altoun-Can. 4 
When he was dreſſed, fix mandarins entered his cham- 
ber, arrayed in long crimſon robes; and having ſaluted 
him as they had done the day before, they told him, they 
eame from the King to conduct him to the divan. 
' He followed them, and was led by them croſs a court, 
where ſoldiers were drawn up on each ſide. When they 
came into the firſt council hall, they heard above a thou- 
ſand muſicians and fingers, who finging and playing on 
their inſtruments made a ſurpriſing noiſe. From thence 
they went to the great council hall, which had a com- 
munication with the inner palace; here the aſſembly 
were ſitting under pavillions of ſeveral colours all round 
the hall: the moſt conſiderable mandarians were ranged 
on one ſide, the Colao and the profeſſors of the royal col- 
lege on the other; ſeveral doctors of known abilities 
were in other places. In the middle were two thrones of 
gold, placed in two tfiangular ſeats, When the Prince 
of the Nagais entered, the noble and learned aſſembly ſa- 
luted him with great reſpect, but ſaid not a word; every 
one expecting the King's coming, kept a profound ſilence. 
*T'was about fun-rifing ; when the firſt rays of that bright 
ſtar appeared, two eunuchs opened the two fides of the 
curtains before the gate of the inner palace, and imme: 
diately the King came forth, accompanied with the 
Princeſs Tourandocte, who wore a long robe of gold 
tiflue, and a veil of the ſame : they both aſcended their 
thrones by five ſteps of filver. When they had taken 
their places, two very beautiful young women took their 
ſtands, one on the King's tide, the other on the Princels's. 
— They were two ſlaves of Altoun-Can's ſeraglio; their 
faces and their breaſts were bare; they had large pearls 
in their ears, and held in their hands den and paper t0 
write down what the King ſhould bid them. All that 
| were preſent roſe up at the ſight of Altoun-Can, * "= 
anding 
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ſtanding with great gravity, their eyes half ſhut. Calaf 
alone looked round him where he pleaſed ; but he could 
not take his eyes off the Princeſs, nor help admiring her 
majeſtic mein. | 

When the mighty Monarch of China had given orders 
to the mandarins and the doctors to ſeat themſelves one 
of the ſix lords, who had conducted him to the hall, and 
ſtood by ham, fifteen cubits from the two thrones, kneeled 
down, and read a memorial containing the Prince's de- 
mand of the Princeſs Tourandocte in marriage: he then 
roſe, and bid Calaf make three bows to the King, which 
the Prince of the Nagais performed with admirable grace, 
and Altoun-Can could not help ſmiling to let him know 
he took pleaſure in ſeeing him. 1 | 

Then the Colao roſe from his ſeat, and read with a loud 
voice that fatal edi& which condemned to death all thoſe 
bold lovers that did not give right anſwers to Touran- 
docte's queſtions. At the cloſe of it he addreſſed himſelf 
thus to Calaf :-=You hear, Prince, what are the condi- 
tions on which alone you can obtain the Princeſs: if the 
apprehenſion of danger makes any impreſſion on your 
ſoul, it is now lawful for you to go back. No, no, ſays 
the Prince of the Nagats, the prize in queſtion is too glo- 
nous to be renounced out of fear. 


SEVENTY-FIRST DAY. 


HE King, finding Calaf was prepared to anſwer 

Tourandocte's queſtions, turned to the Princeſs, 
and ſaid, Daughter, it is now your time to ſpeak; pro- 
pole your queſtions to this young Prince ;—and may all 
the holy ſpirits to whom we have ſacrificed, inſpire him 
to find out the meaning of your words. Tourandocte 
replied, I call our prophet Jatmouny to witneſs, it is with 
regret ] ſee ſo many Princes die: but why are they ſo 
obſtinately bent upon having me? why do they not let 
me live in quiet in my palace, without coming here to 
make attempts on my liberty ? Know then, audacious 
Jouth, added ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to Calaf, you cannot 


8 blame 
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blame me but your own temerity, if, like the reſt of your 
Wvals, you ſuffer a cruel death; you yourſelf are the only 
cauſe of your deſtruction, fince I did not oblige you to 
come and demand me in marriage. 
Fair Princeſs, ſays the Prince of the Nogais, I know 
all that can be ſaid to me on this head; be pleaſed to put 
your queſtions to me, and PII endeayour to give you the 
ſenſe of them. Well then, replied Tourandocte, What 
creature is it, who is of all countries, a friend to all the 
world, and has no likeneſs to it in the creation? Madam, 
ſays Calaf, it is the ſun. He is in the right, cry all the 
doctors, it is the ſun. What mother is it, replied the 
Princeſs, who, after having brought forth her children, 
devours them all when they are grown up? The ſea, ſays 
the Prince of the Nogais, for the rivers that diſcharge 
themſelves into it have their ſource from it. | 
Tourandocte, finding the Prince anſwered her queſ- 
tions right, was ſo nettled, that ſhe reſolved to do her ut- 
moſt to deſtroy him. What tree is it, ſaid ſhe, whoſe 
leaves are all white on the one ſide, and black on the other? 
She was not ſatisfied with putting this queſtion to him, 
the maliciouſly threw off her veil, to dazzle and confound 
him with the luſtre of her beauty, Her ſpite and 
ſhame had given her a bluſh which added new charms to 
it: her head was adorned with natural flowers, placed 
with infinite art, and her eyes ſhone brighter than the ſtars 
brighter than the ſun when he ſhines in his full glory, 
at the opening of a black cloud. The amorous fon of Ti- 
murtaſch, at the fight of this incomparable Princeſs, in- 
Read of anſwering the propoſed queſtion, ſtood mute and 
immoveable. A mortal terror ſeized the whole aſſembly, 
and the King himſelf turning pale, gave the Prince over 
for loſt. | 
But Calaf, recovering himſelf from his ſurpriſe, occa- 
ſioned by the ſudden view of ſuch amazing beauty as Was 
the Princeſs Tourandecte's, recovered alſo the Divan out 
of their ftight, by ſaying, Charming Princeſs ! 1 beg your 
ardon for having appeared in a manner ſtupified, when, 
as I thought, I beheld thoſe heavenly objects which are 
the fineſt ornaments of the abode that is promiſed to the 
faithful after death. I could not look on fo many charms 


without being diſturbed, Be pleaſed to repeat the quel- 
tion 
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tion you put to me, for I do not remember it; you 
made me forget every thing. I demanded, ſaid"Touran- 
dofte, what tree is it whole leaves are all white on the 
one fide, and black on the other ? That tree, replied Ca- 
. te the year, which is compoſed of days and 
nights. 

This anſwer was applauded by all the divan: the 
mandarins and doQors ſaid it was right, and beſtowed a 
thouſand praiſes on the young Prince. Then Altoun- 
Can ſaid to Tourandocte, Come, daughter, confeſs thyſelf 
conquered, and conſent to marry thy conqueror : the 
other pretenders could not anſwer one of thy . queſtions: . 
and this Prince thou ſeeſt explains them all. He has not 
yet got the victory, replied the Princeſs, letting down 
her veil to hide her confuſion, and the tears that trickled 
down her cheeks; I have other queſtions to aſk him, 
but I will propoſe them to-morrow. No, no, ſays the 
Monarch, as for, that, I will not allow that there ſhall 
be no end of your queſtions; all I ſhall agree to is, that 
you may aſk him another queſtion on the ſpot. The 
Princeſs excuſed herſelf, ſaying, ſhe had only pro-- 
vided: herſelf with thoſe that had been anſwered ; and 
prayed the King her father not to refuſe her the liberty 
of putting more interrogatories to the Prince the next 


| cannot allow it, cried the Chineſe Monarch, in a paſ- 
fon: your deſign is to puzzle this young Prince, and 
mine to diſengage myſelf from the terrible oath which I 
was 10 imprudent as to make. How cruel you are! you 
breathe nothing but blood, and take delight in ſeeing the 
death of your lovers! The Queen your mother, was ſo 
troubled at the firſt miſeries you were the-cauſe of, that ſhe- 
died with grief, to think ſhe had brought forth ſo barbarous 
a child; and I too, as you know well enough, have been 

plunged into a melancholy which nothing could remove, 

lince I have ſeen the wretched conſequences of my com- 
plaiſance for you. But thanks to the ſpirits chat rule in 
heaven, to the ſan, and to the moon, to all thoſe to whom 
ny ſacrifices have been acceptable; there ſhall be no more 
ſuch horrible executions in my palace; they have already 
rendered your name execrable. Since this Prince has 
alwere& rightly to what you propoſed to him, ut” 
| * 
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of all this afſembly, whether it is not juſt he ſhould be 
your buſband ? The mandarins and doctors made a ge- 
neral murmur, and the Colao ſpoke for them all thus : 
My Lord, your Majeſty is not bound by the oath you took 
to execute your rigorous edit. Tt is now the Princeſs's 
duty to do her part ; ſhe promiſed her hand to him that 
ſhould make right anſwers to her queſtions, A Prince 
has now done it to the ſatisfaction of all the divan : ſhe 
muſt eicher perform her promiſe, or expect that thoſe ſpi- 
Tits that have the charge of chaſtiſing the perjured, will 
not fail to puniſh her. 


SEVEN TV- SECOND DAY. 
1 kept ſilence all this while, hold- 


ing her head on her knees, and ſeeming . over- 
whelmed with affliction; Calaf obſerving it, fell proſ- 
trate before Altoun-Can, and ſaid, Great King, whoſe 
juſtice and goodneſs have. rendered the vaſt empire of 
Chana ſo flouriſhing, I beg one favour of your Majeſty ; 
J fee plainly the Princefs is highly grieved that 1 hare 
been ſo happy as to anſwer her queſtions: ſhe certainly 
would much rather that I ſhould have deſerved death; 
the having ſuch an averſion for men, that, notwithſtand- 
ing her promiſe, ſhe rejects me. On my part I am wil- 
Ung to renounce my right to her, upon condition that, in 
her turn, ſhe makes a right anſwe? to a queſtion I (hall 
propoſe to her. 

The whole aſſembly were ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe of 
his. This young Prince is mad, ſaid they among them- 
ſelves, to run-the riſque of loſing what he has juft ac- 
quired at the hazard of his life: does he think he can find 
out a queſtion that will puzzle Tourandocte? He muſt 
certainly have loſt his ſenſes. Altoun-Can was alſo aſto- 
niſhed at Calaf's daring to make ſuch a demand of him. 
Prince, favs he, have you thought well of what you have 
been ſaying? Yes, my Lord, replies the Prince of the 
Nogais, and J beſeech you. to grant my requeſt, * 
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ſays the King; but happen what will, I declare I am no 

longer obliged by the oath I made, and will not hereafter 

let any Prince be put to death by virtue of it. Divine 

Tourandocte, replied the Prince, addreſſing himſelf to the 

Princeſs, though in the opinion of this learned aſſembly, 

my pretenſions to you are juſt, though by their judgment 

you are mine, I quit my claim, I reſtore you to yourſelf, 

I abandon the poſſeſſion of the moſt adorable beauty upon 
earth, I rob myſelf of ſo invaluable a treaſure, provided 

you anſwer preciſely to the queſtion I ſhall put to you; 

but you muſt then alſo, ſwear on your part, that it you do 
not give a juſt-anſwer, you will heartily conſent to my 
happineſs, and will crown my love. Yes, Prince, ſays 
Tourandocte, I accept of the condition; I ſwear by every 

thing that is ſacred, and call this aſſembly to witneſs to 
my oaths. | 

All the divan were impatient to know what the queſ- 
tion would be which Calaf would put to the Princeſs; : 
and there was no body but blamed him for expoſing him- 
ſelf without any neceſſity to the hazard of loſing the 
daughter of Altoun-Can. His temerity ſhocked them 
all. Fair Princeſs ſays he, What is the name of that 
Prince, who after having endured a thouſand fatigues, 
and begged his bread, finds himſelf this minute at the 
height of glory and joy?“ The Princeſs conſidered a 
little wich herſelf, and then faid, *Fis impoſſible to an- 
ſwer {ſuch a queſtion preſently ; but I promife to give 
you the name of that Prince to-morrow. Madam, cries 
Calaf, I did not mention any time to refle& upon the 
queſtion, neicher is it juſt to allow it you; however, I 
will give you this farther ſatisfaction. I hope, after this, 
You will have {ſo much reaſon to think well of me, that 
you will make no difficulty of marrying me. 

She muſt reſolve upon it, ſays Altoun-Can; if ſhe does 
not anſwer to the queſtion propoſed, ſhe muſt not pretend 
by falling fick, or affecting to be ſo, to eſcape her 
lover. If I was not engaged by oath, and he had no 
right to her by the tenor of my edi, I would rather let 
her die, than the Prince ſhould go without her. Can ſhe 
hope ever to meet wich a man more amiable? Having 
faid this, he roſe from his throne, and diſmiſſed the 

aſſembly. 
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aflembly. He retired into the inner palace wick the 
Princeſs, and ſhe thence retired to hers. 

As ſoon as the King had quitted the divan, the doctors 
and mandarins complimented Calaf on his wit. I ad- 
mire, ſaid one, your ready and eaſy conception. There 
is no bachelor, maſter, nor doctor, ſaid another, tha; 
could have explained the queſtions like you: All the 
Princes that have hitherto offered themſelves, had nothing 
near your merit; and we rejoice extremely that you have 
ſucceeded in your enterprize. The Prince of the Nogais 
was not a little taken up with returning the compliments 
of thoſe that addreſſed them to him on this occaſion. At 
laſt the ſix mandarins, who had conducted him to the 
council, reconducted him to the palace from whence they 
brought him; while the reſt of the mandarins and the 
doctors went their way, not a little uneaſy about the an- 
ſwer the daughter of Altoun-Can. would give to the queſ- 
gon that had been put to her. 


SEVENTY-THIRD DAY. 
HE Princeſs TourandoQte being returned to her pa- 


| lace, with the two young ſlaves that were her con- 
| fidants, as ſoon as ſhe get to her apartment, ſhe flung 
aſide her veil, threw herſelf on a ſofa, and gave a looſe to 
the tranſports that her ſoul was full of. Shame and grief 
were painted in her looks in lively colours. Her eyes 
never ceaſed flowing with tears; ſhe tore the flowers ſhe 
wore about her head, and let her fair hair hang in diſor- 
der. Her two favourite flaves endeavoured to comfort 
her, but ſhe bade them both to leave her: Give over your 
ſuperfluous cares for me; I will hearken to nothing but 
my deſpair ; I will mourn and be afflicted - What, alas! 
will be my confuſion to-morrow, when in full council, 

before all the doctors of China, I own I cannot anſwer 
| the queſtion propoſed to me? Is this, they'll cry, that 
witty Princeſs, who valued herſelf fo much on her know- 
ledge, and who could unriddle the moſt difficult _—_— T 
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Ah ! continued ſhe, they are all on the fide of the young 
Prince: I ſaw them look pale and in a fright when he 

ſeemed to be in ſome confuſion, and full of joy when 

he found out the meaning of my queſtions, I ſhall 

have the cruel mortification' to ſee them again rejoice 

at my trouble, when I ſhall confeſs myſelf vanquiſhed.— - 
What pleaſure will they take in that ſhameful confeſſion 

and what a torment will it be to me to be reduced to 

It. 

My Princeſs, ſaid one of che ſlaves, inſtead of torment- 
ing yourſelf before- hand, inſtead of repreſenting to your- 
ſelf what a ſhame your being overcome will be to you to- 
morrow, would it not be better for you to endeavour to 
prevent it? Is what is prœpoſed to you ſo difficult that 
you cannot anſwer it? Is it too hard for ſuch a genius 
and penetration as yours ? Yes, -replied Tourandocte, it 
is not to be anſwered: He demands of me, The name 
of that Prince, who, after having endured a thoufand fa- 
tigues, and begged his bread, finds himſelf this minute at 
the height of glory and joy. I ſee plainly 'tis the Prince 
himſelf; but not knowing him, how can I tell his name? 
In the mean time, madam, replied the ſame ſlave, vou 
have promiſed to name him to-morrow to the divan; 
when you made that promiſe, you doubtleſs hoped you 
ſhould be able to keep it. I hoped nothing, ſaid the 
Princeſs, and demanded time only to kill myſelf with _ 
ſorrow, rather than be obliged to. own my ſhame, and 
marry the Prince. | . 

The other favourite ſlave replied, Tis a deſperate re- 
ſolution, I know very well, madam, there is no man 
worthy of you; but it muſt be allowed, that this Prince 
is a perſon of ſingular merit, and his wit ought to ſpeak - 
ſomething to you in his favour. I do him juſtice, ſays 
the Princeſs, interrupting her; if there is a Prince in the 
world that deſerves 1 ſhould look favourably on him; tis 
he. Nay, I confeſs that before I put my queſtions 1 
pitied him: I ſighed when I ſaw him; and, what never 
1 to me before, I almoſt wiſhed he would give 
right anſwers. Tis true I bluſhed at my weakneſs, but 
my pride was too hard for it; and his anſwering my 
queſtions ſo juſtly as he did, made me more than ever his 
enemy: all the applauſes the doctors gave him, ſo mor- 
ö tied + 
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tified me, that asT then hated, ſo I ſtill hate him. Ah 
wretched Tourandocte, die of deſpite and grief, rather 
than let a young man confound thee with ſhame, oblige 
thee to own it, and to become his wife. 

At theſe words the tears guſhed out afreſh, and ſhe 
ſpared neither her hair nor her dreſs in the violence of her 
tranſports. More than once did ſhe lift her hands to her 
fair cheeks to tear them, and puniſh her charms, as the 
firſt authors of the confuſion ſhe had been in, and was 
threatened with. Had not her ſlaves hindered her, ſhe 
would in her fury have ſpoiled that face, for whoſe 1mage 
alone ſo many Princes had ſacrificed their lives. In vain 
did her two attendants endeavour to appeaſe her: they 
could not calm the tempeſt of her mind. While ſhe was 
in this terrible condition, the Prince of the Nogais pleaſed 
his imagination with reflecting on the judgment, of the di- 
van, and was full of rapturous hopes of poſſeſſing his mil- 
treſs the next day. 


= => > ———————_ —— 1 {BB wo. 


SEVENTY-FOURTH DAY. 


HEN the King was returned from the council-hall 

Vio his apartment, he ſent for Calaf to diſcourſe 
with him in private on what had paſſed at the aſſembly.— 
The Prince of the Nogais flew in obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's orders, and that monarch, embracing him with 
great tenderneſs, ſaid, Ah! ſon, eaſe me of the diſquiet 
you have cauſed in my mind; Iam afraid my daughter 
will anſwer the queſtion you have propoſed to her. Why 
lid you bring yourſelf into danger of loſing the object of 
your love? My Lord, replies Calaf, I pray your Majeſty 
10 fear nothing: *tis impoſſible for the Princeſs to name 
the Prince I propoſed to her, fince I am he, and nobody 
in your court knows me. What you ſay, cried the King 
in a tranſport, does encourage me; I confeſs I was 
alarmed. Tourandocte has a great deal of penetration, 
and I trembled for you, when I reflected on the ſubtility of 
her wit; but thank Heaven I am now better ſatisfied— 
As eaſy as it is for ber to find out the meaning of 
enigmas, 
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enigmas, ſhe can never know your name. I cannot now | 
accuſe you of raſhneſs: and I perceive that what I took 
to be want of prudence, was an ingenious turn you made - 
uſe of to take away from my daughter all manner of pre- 
text to deny you her hand. - | 

Altoun-Can having pleaſed himſelf with Calaf in con- 
ſidering how 1mpoſlible it was for his daughter to anſwer 
the queſtion, diſpoſed himſelf to take the diverſion of 
fowling : he was clothed in a ſtrait caffetan, and his 
beard was tied up in a black ſatin bag. He ordered the 
mandarins to prepare to follow him; and cauſed a dreſs 
for ſport to be given to the Princeſs of the Nogais. When 
they had made a fort of running banquet, they all went 
out of the palace; the mandarins firſt, in open ivory 
chairs wrought wich gold, carried each by ſix men, with 
two marching before it, holding whips in their hands, 
and two behind with gold plates, on which were written 
in great characters their ſeveral qualities: the King and 
Calaf came after them in a litter made of the richeſt 
wood; it was alſo open, and ſeveral figures of animals 
wrought on it in filver, the ground red: it was carried by 
twenty military officers, Two generals of Altoun-Can's 
armies marched cn each fide of the litter, with each a 
large fan in his hand to keep off the ſun ; and three thou- 
ſand eunuchs following, cloſed the train. 

When they came to the place where the officers of the 
falconry - waited for the King with the birds of prey, they 
began the game, which was a quail-chace, that laſted till 
ſun-ſet; then the Monarch and his court returned to 
the palace in the ſame order they went; and within the 
gate found ſeveral pavilions of taffeta of various colours, 
placed in order, with tables in them ready furniſhed, and 
ſpread with all ſorts of proviſions cut in flices. Calaf and 
the mandarins following the King's example, ſeated 
themſelves each at a little ſeparate table, near which was 
another, which ſerved for a fide-board. The entertain- 
ment began with ſeveral cups of rice wine; they then 
fell to eating, and drank no more till they had done; 
when Altoun-Can led the Prince of the Nogais to a great 
hall, very light, and full of ſeats, ſo placed, that any 
light might be commodiouſly ſeen hy great numbers of 
people. The mandarins followed chem, and the King 

himſelf 
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Himſelf regulated their places; he made Calaf fit by 


himſelf on an ebony throne adorned with figures of 


gold. 


As ſoon as all. were ſeated, the ſingers and muſicians 
came and performed their parts with great dexterity, 


Altoun- Can. was charmed with it, and full of the excel. 


lence of. the Chineſe muſic, aſked the ſon of Timurtaſch, 
every now and then, what he thought of it? The young 
Prince, out of complaiſance, gave it the preference of all 
the muſic in the world. The concert over, the muſicians 
and ſingers withdrew to make room for an artificial ele- 
phant, who, moving forward by ſprings into the middle 
of the hall, vomited ſix dancers, who fell to capering and 
playing feats of activity; they were almoſt naked, having 
nothing on but a kind of ſaſhes. about their middle, and 
brocade bonnets on their heads. After they had ſhewn 


their agility, they got. again into the elephant, and went 


out as they. came in: then 88 actors, who 
acted an extempore piece at the King's command, him- 


ſelf giving them the ſubject. By the time all theſe diver- 


lions were over, it was late, and Altoun-Can and Calaf. 
roſe to retire to their apartments ; all the mandarins fol- 
loved their example. 


* 
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SEVENTY-FIFTH DAY: 


E young Prince of the Nogais, conducted by an. 

l eunuch, who lighted him along with a flambeau of 
ſerpent oil mingled with wax, and ſet in gold, prepared. 
to taſte the ſweets of ſleep, as much as his impatience to 


meet the divan again would permit him. Upon entering 


his apartment he found there a young lady. dreſſed in a 


red brocade robe, with filver flowers very full, and upon 


it, another of white ſatin, more ſtrait, embroidered wich 


gold, and ſet thick with rubies and emeralds ; ſhe had on 
a. bonnet of plain. roſe-coloured taffeta, adorned with 


pearls, and - embroidered. with- ſilver; it covered only the 


crown of her head, leaving her fine hair, well buckled 


t0 


with diamonds, intermixed with artificial flowers, expoſed 
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to view. As to her ſhape and face, nothing could be 
finer nor more perfect, the Princeſs of China excepted. 
The ſon of Timurtaſch was ſufficiently ſurpriſed to meet 
ſo charming a lady alone, at midnight, in his apart- 
ment. He had not been able to look upon her with ſo 
muchſinſenſibility, had he not ſo lately ſeen Tourandocte. 
But could a lover of that Princeſs, have eyes for any one 
but her ? As ſoon as the lady ſaw Calaf, ſhe roſe from 
the ſofa where ſhe ſat, on which ſhe had put her veil; 
and after having made him a pretty low bow, ſhe ſaid, 
Prince, I doubt not you are aſtoniſhed to meet a woman 
here! You cannot, doubtleſs, be ignorant that the men 
and women who dwell in this ſeraglio, are forbidden to 


have any communication together, under very ſevere 


penalties. But the importance of what I am going to 
ſay to you, made me deſpiſe all peril. I had the addreſs 
and good fortune to get over all obſtacles which obſtruct- 
ed my deſign; I gained the eunuchs that wait upon 
you; in fine, I made my. way to your apartment, and 
have now nothing to do but to tell you what brought me 
here. | 

This introduction to her diſcourſe awakened Calaf's 
attention; he doubted not but a lady, who had run ſo 
much danger to tell it him, muſt have ſomething very. 
extraordinary to ſay. He prayed her to fit down again 
on the ſofa ;. he alſo took a ſeat, and then the lady went 
on with her ſtory :—lIt will not be improper, my Lord, 
to inform you, in the firſt place, that I am the daughter 
of a Can, tributary to Altoun-Can ; my father, ſome 
years ago, was ſo bold as to refuſe to pay the uſual tribute, 
and truſting to a little experience he had in military af- 
fairs, he put himſelf into a poſture of defence, in- caſe 
he was attacked. The King of China, provoked at his. 


boldneſs, ſent one of his beſt generals againſt him, at 


the head of a powerful army. My father, though much 
weaker reſolved to give him battle, which was fought 
on the banks of a river, and the Chineſe general got the 
victory. My father was killed in the action; but be- 
fore he died,. commanded that his wife and children 
ſhould be flung into the river, to prevent their falling 
into flavery. Thoſe who received. this generous, but 
inhuman command, executed it: they threw me into 


the 


ae 
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the water, together with my mother, ſiſters, and two 


brothers, whoſe childhood kept them ſtill wich us. The 
Chineſe general happening to come at the inſtant, when 


we were flung in, to that very place of the river's bank, 


was moved with compaſſion at ſo fad and horrible a ſpec- 
tacle. He offered a reward to any of the ſoldiers 


that ſhould ſave any of the remains of the conquered 
Can's family. Several Chineſe horſemen, notwithſtand- 


ing the rapidity of the flood, plunged into it, and made 
their horſes ſwim up and down the river after our dying 
bodies, which floated on the water; none of them had 
life in them, when taken up, but mine; and they found 
I breathed when I was brought aſhore. The general 
took great care to ſave me, as if it had been for his glory 
to do it, and my captivity would add a luſtre to his vic- 


tory. He brought me with him to this city, and pre- 


ſented me to the King, after he had given him an ac- 
count of his conduct. Altoun-Can placed me with his 
daughter, who is two or three years younger than | 
am. - . | | 

Though I was but a child, T - confidered with myſelf 


that I was a ſlave, and ought to behave myſelf ſuitably - 


to my condition. I ſtudied Tourandocte's humour, did 
my utmoſt to pleaſe her, and ſucceeded ſo well in it, 


that I gained her friendſhip. - Ever ſince chat, I and an- 


other young perſon of illuſtrious birth, the misfortunes 
of whoſe family have reduced her alſo to ſlavery, have 
been her chief confidents. J hope, my Lord, continued 
ſhe, you will excuſe me for troubling you with a ſtory 
that has no relation to what I came about. I thought it 
convenient to let you know I am of noble blood, that 


you might have the greater confidence in me; for what I 


am going to tell yon is of ſuch a nature, that you would 


hardly give credit to it from a ſimple ſlave. Nay, 1 


queſtion whether you will believe me, though the daugh- 
ter of a Can. Will a Prince, in love with Tourandocte, 
give faith to what I am about to ſay of her? — The ſon 
of Timurtaſch interrupted here: ſay, Canume ! hold 
me, I pray, no longer in ſuſpenſe, but let me know 
what it is you have to tell me of tile Princeſs of China. 
My Lord, replied the lady, the cruel T as = 

=o forme 
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formed a defign to have you aſſaſſinated !—At theſe words 
Calaf fell on the fofa, like a man ſeized at once with hor- 
ror and aſtoniſhment. 
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SEVENTY-SIXTH DAY. + 


HE captive Princeſs, who foreſaw what a ſurpriſe 

the young Prince would be in, ſaid, I do not won- 

der that you are fo ſtartled at ſuch terrible news; and 
find I had reaſon to doubt whether you would believe it.— 
Juſt Heaven, cried Calaf, when he came to himlelf, what 
have I heard! can the Princeſs of China be guilty of ſo 
black a deſign? How could it enter into her heart ?—l 
will tell you Prince, ſays the lady, how ſhe came to take 
ſo horrid a reſolution. This morning, when ſhe was at 
the divan, where I ſtood behind her throne, ſhe was 
mortally vexed at what happened. She returned to her 
apartment full of hatred and rage againſt you. She 
ſtudied a long time on the queſtion you had propoſed to 
her, and not being able to think of an anſwer to her 
mind, ſhe abandoned herſelf to deſpair. Both the other 
favourite ſlave and myfelf did all we could to bring her 
into temper. Nay we left nothing unſaid that might 
give her a favourible opinion of you, We extolled your 
mien, your wit; and repreſented to her, that inſtead of 
afflicting herſelf ſo immoderately, ſhe ought rather to 
determine to give you her hand; but ſhe would not hear 
us, and fell a railing againſt men in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhe ſtopped our mouths on that head. Handſome or 
ugly, 'tis all one to her; they are alike contemptible, 
ſays ſhe, and ſhall all alike be my eternal averſion. As 
to him you ſpeak of, | hate him more than any of the 
reſt ; and fince I cannot rid myſelf of him, but by mur- 
dering of him, Iwill have hin. murdered. 
1 oppoſed ſo deteſtable a thing with all my might, 
continued the fair flave; I ſet the terrible conſequences 
of it before the eyes of Tourandocte. I repreſented to 
her what an injury ſhe would do herſelf by it, and the 


juſt 
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juſt horror futurity would have of her memory. The 
other favourite ſlave was not wanting on her part to back 
my reaſons with her's ; but all we ſaid ſignified nothing, 
we could not divert her from her barbarous purpoſe ; ſhe 
has given ſome truſty eunuchs in charge to take away 
your life to-morrow morning, as you go from your pa- 
lace to the divan. | 

Ah inhuman Princeſs! Ah perfidious Tourandocte! 
ericd the Prince of the Nogais, thus is 1t that you will 
reward the paſhon:of the wretched ſon of 'Timurtaſch ! 
does Calaf then appear fo horrible in your eyes? would 
E rather rid yourſelf of him by a crime that will diſ- 

onour you, than join your deſtiny with his? Great 
God! of what ſtrange adventures is my life made up 
ſometimes I am ſo happy that: the: ha K may envy my 
fortune; and. ſometimes. ſo. miſerable, that the moſt 
wretched may pity my miſery. 

My Lord, ſays the beauteous ſlave, though Heaven 
tries you by misfortunes, it would not have you fink 
under them; as you may fee, by the warning it gives 
you of. the danger that threatens you. Yes, Prince, it 
is without doubt Heaven that put it into my thoughts to 
ſave you; for I did not only come to tell you the ſnare 
that is laid for you, but alſo how you may avoid it. By 
the means of ſome eunuchs, who are entirely in my in- 
tereſt, I have gained ſome ſoldiers of the guard, who 
will facilitate your eſcape out of the ſeraglio. And be- 
cauſe there will certainly. be ſtrict inquiſition made after 
you, and it may be found out that I was the author of 
your flight, 1 am reſolved to go. with you, and fly this 
fatal Court, of which I have more than one reaſon to be 
weary... My ſlavery makes me hate it, and your uſage 
renders it ſtill more, odious to me. There are horſes 
ready for us in a ſuburb of this city. Let us be gone 
and take refuge, if poſſible, . in the territories of the 
tribe of Berlas.. I am related to Alinguer, their Sove- 
reign ; he will rejoice extremely to ſee his relation deli- 
vered from the chains of the proud Altoun-Can, .and will 
receive you as my deliverer. | 

We ſhall both of us live more quietly and happily in 
his tents than here. I, freed from my captivity, ſhall 
enjoy thoſe pleaſures which are never to be known 1n 

bondage: 
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bondage: and you, my Lord, may find out ſome Princeſs 
worthy of your love; one, who, far froia forming defigns 
againft your life, to avoid marrying you, will make it her 
whole buſineſs to pleaſe you, if ſhe can contribute to the 
happineſs of ſo deſerving a Prince as you are. Let us 
loſe no time, but depart; and by to-morrow morning we 
ſhall be far enough from Pequin to prevent being over- 
taken, 

Calaf anfwered : Fair Princeſs, I return you a thouſand 
thanks for your good intentions to deliver me from the 
danger I am in. Ah! that I could out of gratitude, de- 
liver you from your ſlavery, and conduct you to the 
Horde of the Can of Berlas, your kinſman. What a 
pleaſure would it be to me to put you into his hands.— 
Iſhould, by that, diſcharge myſelf of ſome obligations 
[ have to him. But tell me, Canume, ought I fo ab- 
ruptly to quit the palace of Alroun-Can, who has done 
me ſo much honour ? What will he think of me? He 
will believe I came to his Court only to carry you away; 
and at the ſame time, that I ſhould fly from it to pre- 
vent his daughter's being guilty of a bloody crime, he 
will accvi: me of violating the laws of hoſpitality.— 
Beſides, 1 muſt own to you, as barbarous as the Princeſs 
of China is, my heart is ſo weak that I cannot hate her! 
What do! ſay, hate her, I adore her! I am devoted to 
ber will; and fince ſhe will ſacrifice me, the victim is 
ready, | 

The captive Princeſs finding the Prince was reſolved 
to die, rather than depart with her, burſt out into tears, 
laying, is it poflible, my Lord, that you ſhould prefer 
death to your gratitude to a Princeſs, whom you may 
free from her chains? If Tourandocte is fairer than I 
am, J have at leaſt another kind of heart than the. Ah! 
how did 1 tremble for you, when you appeared this 
morning before the divan. I was afraid you would not 
anſwer right to the daughter of, Altoun-Can's queſtions, 
and when I found you did, a new trouble aroſe in my 
mind, It was doubtleſs a preſage of your being aſſaſſi- 
nated, Ah! my dear Prince, added ſhe, I befeech you 
to conſider with yourſelf what peri] you are in, and be 
not hurried away by a fury, which makes you look on 
death without changing countenance. Do not, through 
a blind 
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a blind paſſion, deſpiſe the danger that alarms me. Give 
way to my juſt fears for you, and let us both, this mo. 
ment, quit the ſeraglio, where every minute's ſtay will 
be in torment. To this the ſon of Timurtaſch replied : 
My Princeſs, whatever misfortune happens to me, I can- 
not reſolve on ſo ſudden a flight, I confeſs you can very 
well reward your deliverer, and make him as happy as he 
need wiſh of deſtiny, But I am not deſtined to be happy, 
It is my fate to love TourandoQte, ſpite of the horror ſhe 
has conceived of me. And the life I ſhould live at a diſ- 
tance from her, would be worſe than death. Stay then, 
ingrate, ſaid the lady, interrupting him. Do not leave a 
place in which is all your delight, though you are to 
ſprinkle ir with your blood, I ſhall preſs you no more to 
depart. You do not care to fly in company of a flave,—If 
you ſee the bottom of my heart, I alſo lee. into your's: as 
great a paſſion as you have for the Princeſs of China, your 

averſion for me is as ſtrong as your love for her. Saying 


this ſhe put on her veil, and went out of Calaf's apart- 
ment. 


SEVENTY-SEVENTH DAY, 


X FTER the lady was gone, the young Prince ſat ill 
on the ſofa in great perplexiy. Can I believe, faid 

he to himſelf, whar I have heard ? Was there ever ſuch 
barbarirv ? But ah! what need hare | to doubt it? the 
captive Princeſs deteſted the cruel deſign of TourandoQe, 
e came to give me a warning of it ; and the generoſity 
of her ſoul is a ſure fign of her ſincerityp. Ah thou 
barbarous daughter of the beſt of Kings! Is it thus you 
abuſe the gifts that Heaven has bleſt you with? Ah ye 
powers! how could you give ſuch perfect beauty to ſo 
inhuman a Princeſs? why did you beftow ſo many 
charms, where there is alſo ſo much cruelty ? Inftead of 
going to fleep, he paſſed the reſt of the night in ſuch me- 
lancholy reflections. As ſoon as day broke, the ſound 
of bells, and the noiſe of drums, gave him notice of the 
divan's meeting; and not long after, the fix mandarin, 


who 
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who had waited on him the day before, came to conduct 
him to the aſſembly. He crofſed the court where the 
King's guards were drawn up, and thought that was the 
place of his aſſaſſination, Far from thinking of defend- 
ing himſelf, he went on as a man reſolved for death, and 
ſeemed even to blame the flownefs of the aſſaſſins.— 
However he paſſed that court without any one attacking 
him, and came to the firſt hall of the divan, Ah! ſays 
he to himſelf, here doubtleſs is the bloody orders of the 
Princeſs to be executed. He then looked about on all ſides, 
and every one he ſaw appeared to him as his murderer, — 
He went on, and came at laſt to the hall where the afſem- 
bly was to meet, without receiving the mortal blow he ex- 
peed. | 

All the doctors and mandarins were already in their 
ſeveral pavilions; and Altoun-Can himſelf coming, — 
What does the Princeſs mean? ſaid the Prince to him- 
ſelf, will ſhe be a witneſs of my death and have me mur- 
dered before her father's eyes? will the King be an 
accomplice in the aſſaſſination? or has ſhe changed her 
mind, and repealed her ſanguinary decree? While he was 
in this uncertainty, the gate of the inner palace opened, 
and the King accompanied with TourandoQte, entered the 
hall, They ſeated themſelves on their thrones, and the 
Prince of the Nogals ſtosd before them at the ſame diſtance » 
as the preceding day. 

When the Colao ſaw the King was ſeated, he role and 
demanded of the young Prince, whether he remembered 
he had promiſed to renounce the Princeſs if the anſwered 
right to the queſtion he had propoſed to her. Calaf re- 
plied, yes; and proteſted again, that on that condition 
he would no more pretend to the honour of being the 
King's ſon-in-law. Then the Colao addreſſed himſelf to 
TourandoQte: And you, great Princeſs, ſays he, you 
know what oath you have taken, and to what you are 
bound, if you do not now name the Prince, as the queſ- 
tion was put to you. The King, ſatisfied that ſhe could 
not anſwer Calaf's queſtion, ſaid to her, Daughter, you 
have had all the time you could well deſire, to think of 
what was propoſed to you: but if you had had a year 
allowed you to ſtudy upon it, I believe, Oe mnt: 
your penetration, you would at laſt be obliged to —_ $ 
tue 
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the matter was impenetrable to you, They ſince you can. 
not find it out, give yourſelf cheerfully to this young Prince, 
and ſatisfy the deſire I have to ſee him your huſband, . He 
is worthy of you, and to reign with you, aſter me, over 
the nations of China, My lord, ſays TourandoQte, why 
do you imagine that I cannot anſwer the Prince's queſtion ? 
tis not ſo difficult as you think it is. If I had yeſterday 
the ſhame of being vanquiſhed, I pretend to day to have 
myſelf the honour of the victory. I ſhall preſently con- 
found this raſh young man, who has too ill an opinion of 
my underſtanding, Let him aſs me his queſtion and I 
ſhall anſwer him, 
Madam, ſays the Prince of the Nogais, I demand of 
you, What is the name of the Prince, who, after having 
endured a thouſand fatigues, and begged his bread, finds 
bimſelf chis moment at the height of glory and joy ? The 
Prince's name, replied Tourandocte, is Calaf, and he is 
the ſon of Timurtaſch. As ſoon. as Calaf heard her name 
him, his colour changed, a miſt gathered over his eyes, and 
he fell into a ſwoon. The King, and all the aſſembly, 
pas by it that Tourandocte had named the name the 
rince demand ed of her, turned pale, and remained in a 
great conſternation, 
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SEVENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


FTER Prince Calaf was recovered from his ſwoon 

by the aſſiſtance of the mandarins, and even the 
King himſelf, who deſcended from his throne to help 
him, he addreſſed himſelf thus to Tourandocte: Fair 
Princeſs, you are miſtaken it you think you have made 
a right anſwer to my queſtion, The ſon of Timurtaſch 
is not at the height of joy and glory; he is rather co- 
vered with ſhame and overwhelmed with grief. I agree 
with you, ſays the Princeſs, that you are not now this 
moment at the height of glory and joy; but you were 
ſo when you put the queſtion to me. Wherefore, Prince, 


inſtead of having recourſe to ſrivolous evaſions, wr 
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that you have loft all manner of pretenſions to Tourandocte. 
| may then refuſe you my hand, and give you over to grief 
for the loſs of it. However, I will keep you no longer in 
ſuſpenſe, but let you and all this aſſembly know that I am 
now in another diſpoſition with reſpect to you. The King, 
my father's friendſhip for yuu, and your particular merit, 
have determined me to take you for my huſband ! 

At this the whole divan burſt out into acclamations of 
joy. The mandarins and doQors highly applauded the 
Princeſs's diſcouiſe; the King went up to her, embraced 
her, and ſaid, My child, you could do nothing in the 
world that would pleaſe me more; you will by this ef- 
face out of the minds of my people the ill impreſſions they 
have received uf you, and will give your father the ſatis- 
faction he has long deſire d, and _deſpaired of ever receiving. 
Your averſion to mankind, an averſion ſo contrary to na- 
ture, deprived me of the dear hopes of ſeeing Princes of my 
blood born of you, Tis a happineſs that your hatred has 
now an end; and what makes it ſtill more ſo is, that it is 
in favour of 1 young hero whom | love, But tell us, con- 
tinued he, how could you find out the name of a Prince 
whoin vou did not know? what charm did you make uſe 
of to diſcover it? My Lord, replied Tourandocte, it was 
not by any enchantment that I knew it, but by an accident 
natural enough. One of my flaves went laſt night to 
Prince Calaf, and 'had the addreſs to get the ſecret out 
of him. He can do no leſs than forgive my taking the ad- 
vantage of her treachery, ſince I co not make an ill uſe of 


Charming TourandeRe, cried the, Prince of the Nogais, 
is it poſſible you ſhould think ſo favourably of me? Out 
of what terrible an abyſs have you raiſed me, to the firſt 
place in the world ! Ah how unjuſt was I, while you was 
preparing ſo much felicity for me, to think you capa- 
ble of the fouleſt of all perfidies ! deceived, as I was, 
by a horrible fable that took from me the uſe of my rea- 
ſon, I returned the moſt injurious ſuſpicions for your good- 
neſs, How impatient am I to expiate, at your feet, the 
injuſtice I did you, | 

The amorous ſon of Timurtaſch was going on in this 
fond manner, when on a ſudden he was obliged to ſtop, 


by 
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by the coming of up a female ſlave, who till then had ſtood 
behind the Princeſs of China; and advancing now into the 
middle of the aſſembly, made every one attentive to what 
the was about to ſay. 

As ſoon as ſhe had lifted up her veil, Calaf knew her 
to be the ſame perſon he had ſeen the night before in his 
apartment. Her countenance was as pale as death, her 


eyes looked ghaſtly, and ſhe ſeemed to be bent on miſ- 


chief. The ſpectators were amazed; and Altoun-Cay, 
as well as the reſt, was impatient to know what the had 
to ſay, She turned to Tourandocte, and ſpoke thus :— 
Princeſs, tis high time to undeceive you; I did not go 
to Prince Calaf to get him to diſcover his name to me; 
I did not take that ſtep to do you a ſervice; my own 
intereſt alone made me hazard it. My deſign was to de- 
liver myſelf from ſlavery, and to rob you of your lover,— 
I had prepared every thing for our flight rogether. He 
rejected my propoſal, or rather the ingrate deſpiſed my 
tenderneſs, However, I ſpared no pains to diſengage 


him from you. I repreſented you as one of the proudeſt 


and crueleft creatures in the world; nay, I told him you 
intended to have him aſſaſſinated this day. In vain; did 
I charge you with ſo black a deſign; it had no influence 
upon his conſtancy. He flew out into a paſſion a little, and 
I left him in it, his eyes being witneſſes of my ſpite and 
confuſion, Jealous, and in deſpair, I returned to your 
apartment, and pretended that what 1 did was all out of 
pure affection to you. It was not, therefore, to deliver 
you from the embarraſſment you were in, that I told you 
the name you wanted to know; he dropped 1t in one of 
his tranſports, and I doubted: not but you were ſo great 


an enemy to mankind that you would be glad to ſend, 


away Calaf. In fine, I thought by that to prevent your 
marriage with him. But fince my artifice has been in- 
effectual, and you are determined to marry him, I have 
nothing now to do but this—At theſe words ſhe plucked 
out a dagger ſhe had concealed under her robe, and plung- 
ed it into her breaſt, | 


SEVENTY- 
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SEVENTY-NINTH DAY. 
Tu whole aſſembly ſhook with horror at ſo terrible 
a 


an action, and Altoun-Can as much as any one.— 
laf 's joy had an abatement, and Tourandocte erying out, 
deſcended from her throne to help the Princeſs, and fave 
her life if poſſible. The other favourite ſlave ran alſo to 
her with the ſame kind intention, as did the two ladies 
that waited with pen and paper; but before they came, 
the captive Princeſs, thinking ſhe had not done enough 
to kill her, ſtruck the poniard a ſecond time into her 
breaſt; and all the company about her could do for her, 
was to receive her dying body in their arms. Ah 
Adelmule! ſays the Princeſs of China, my dear Adel- 
mule what have you done? Would nothing elſe ſatisfy 
you, continued ſhe weeping ; why did you not laſt night 
open your mind io me? why did you not tell me it would 
kill yov, if I married Prince Calaf ? Is there any thing I 
ſhould not have done for ſuch a rival as you? 

At theſe words the captive Princeſs opening her dying 
eyes, and turning them languiſhingly towards Touran- 
doQte, ſaid, Tis over my Princeſs; I ceaſe to live and 
w ſuffer, Do not pity my fortune; commend rather 
my genvrous reſolution, I deliver myſelf. by death from 
a double ſlavery : fiom the Chains of Altoun- Can, and 
thoſe of love, which are more cruel than his. I ſucked 
in with my milk the doctrine of Xaca, and you need not 
then wonder I had the courage to do this, I am return=- 


ing to my original nothing, She then gave a deep ſigh and 
expired. s 

The mandarins and doctors were mightily afflicted at 
the ſad end of Adelmule*s life. Tourandocte burſt out 
into a freſh flood of tears, and Calaf alſo was in great 
affliction, looking on himſelf as the cauſe of this tra- 
gical event; nor was the good King of China leſs trou- 
bled on his part Ah unhappy Princeſs! faid he, the 1 
only and precious remains of an illuſtrious houſe! what 1 
ſer vice was it to you now that you was taken out of the 


waters ? 1 
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waters? Ah! you had been happier if you had died the 
fame day with the unfortunate Keycobad, and the Can 
of the Catalans, your father, and the reſt of your family: 
may you at laſt, after aig paſſed through the nine hells, 
be born, again daughter of another Sovereign, at the firſt 
tranſmigration. | 1 | 
Altoun-Can was not contented with making this mournfy] 
lamentation over the Princeſs Adelmule, he ordered her a 
royal funeral. The corpſe was laid in a palace by itſelf, 
it was clothed in rich apparel all white; ànd before it was 
put into the coffin, the King with all the officers of his 
houſehold, went to do reverence to it, and preſent it with 
perfumes. Ir was afterwards put into the coffin, made of 
black wood of aloes, and placed on a kind of throne, ere. 
ed for it in the middle of a great court, It remained 
there a whole week; and the mandarins* ladies, in 
mourning from head to foot, were obliged to viſit it every 
day, and each of them to make it four reverences, with all 
ſigns of ſorrow. After this ceremony, when the day ap- 
pointed by the grand mathematician for its interment was 
come, the coffin was put on an open Chariot covered with 
ſilver plates, intermixed with figures of animal; done in black, 
Then a ſacrifice was made to the genius that guarded the 
chariot, that it might be propitious to the funeral] ; and 
the coffin being ſprinkled with ſweet water, the proceſſion 
began: it 1:ſted three days, on account of ſeveral ceremo- 
nies and pauſes that were io be made before the chariot 
could arrive at the mountain, where are the tombs of the 
Kings of China. For Altoun-Can would have the aſhes of 
the Princeſs Adelmule depofired with thoſe of the Princes of 
his own houſe: a favour Tourandocte had defired of the 
King her father, for her deceaſed favourite ſlave, 

When rhe chariot was come to the mountain, the coffin 
was taken out of it, to be placed on another more rich ſtil] 
than the firſt. Then the aſſiſtants ſacrificed a bull ſprinkled 
with aromatic wine, and ſeveral things were offered to the 
earth, to pray io receive favourably the corpſe of the 
Princeſs. , 


EIGHTIETH 


EIGHTIETH - DAY; 


HEN Adelmule's funeral was over, a new face ap- 
peared in the Court of China: Grief and mourn- 
ing were laid aſide, and joy and ſplendour ſucceeded. — 
Altoun-Can ordered preparartons to be made for Calaf 's 
marriage with Tourandocte, and while it was doing, he 
ſent ambaſſadors to the tribe of Berlas, to inform the Can 
of the Nogais what had paſſed in China, and to defire him 
to come thither with the Princeſs his wife. 

When every thing was ready, the marriage was ſolem- 
nized with a pomp and magnificence Tuitable to the quality 
of the bride and bridegroom; maſters were not appointed 
for Calaf, as was uſual ; and the King, to ſhew bis par- 
ticular eſteem for his ſon-in-law, would in his favonr 
diſpenſe with the cuſtom of the huſband's doing daily re- 
verences for a certain time to the wife, daughter of the 
King of China, Nothing was to be ſeen at Court for a 
whole month. but ſhows and feaſts ; and nothing but re- 
joicings over the great city of Pequin, | 

The poſſeſſion of Tourandocte did not at all abate the 
heat of Calaf's love; and that Princeſs, who had till 
then looked on all men with contempt, could not help 
loving ſo accompliſhed a Prince. Some time after the 
marriage, the ambaſſadors Altoun-Can had ſent to the 
territories of Berlas, returned, -and a good company with 
them. They brought not only the father and mother of 
the King's ſon-in-law, but Prince Alinguer himſelf, who, 
to do bonour to Elmaze and Timurtaſch, accompanied 
them, attended by the greateſt lords of his Court to that 
of China, ; 

Ihe young Prince of the Nogais having notice of their 
coming, did not fail to go and receive them, He mec 
them at the gate of the palace, We muſt imagine his 
joy at the ſight of his father and mother, and their tranſ- 
ports to ſee him again; for words cannot expreſs 1t,— 
They all three embraced ſeveral times, and their tears, 

YOL, I, M at 
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at every embrace; drew them alſo from-the eyes of the | 


Chineſe and Tartars that were-preſent. 

Calaf then ſaluted the Can of Berlas, and made him 
his acknowledgments for his favours to himfelf and his 
parents, eſpecially for accompanying his father and mo- 
ther to the Court ef China, To which Prince Alinguer 


. replied, that having been ignorant of the quality of 


Timurtaſch and Elmaze, he had not paid them the re. 
. ſpe& that was due to them; and that to make up what 
| had been wanting on that account, he thought he could 
do no lefs than accompany them to the court of Altoun- 
Can, Upon this the Can of the Nogais, and the Princeſs 
his wife, made their compliments to the Sovereign of 
Berlas; and then they all entered the palace to wait on 
 Altoun-Can. That Monarch received them in the out- 
ward-hall ; he embraced them all one after another, and 
then conducted them to his cabinet; where having let 
- Timurtaſch know the pleaſure he took in ſeeing him, 
and his concern for his misfortunes, he aſſured him he 
would employ all his forces to revenge him on the Sultan 
of Carizme. Nor was what he ſaid a compliment only; 
for he immediately ſent orders to the governors of the 
provinces, that the ſoldiers of the cities within their 
ſeveral juriſdictions ſhould, with all poſſible diligence, 
march towards the Lake of Baljouta, Which was ap- 
pointed to be the place of rendezvous for the formidable 
army that was to aſſemble there. The Can of Berlas, 
who foreſaw the war, and deſired to contribute to reſtore 
Timurtaſch to his territories, when he came from home, 


had ordered the firſt captain of his troops to hold them 


in readineſs to take the field; and he now commanded 
him to march to the Lake of Baljouta without loſs of 
time, | 

While Altoun-Can's army was marching from all 
quarters to the place of rendezvous, the King omitted 
nothing for the royal and friendly entertainment of his 
princely gueſts, He ordered to each of them a ſeparate 
palace, with a great number of eunuchs, and a guard of 
two thouſand men. Every day he feaſted them, and 
every night had new diverſions prepared for them, ſtudy- 
ing all the ways he could think of to pleaſe them.— 


Calaf, though his thoughts were taken up with fo ow? 
other 


othe 
ſure 
to b 
rece 
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other things, did not forget his old hoſteſs ; he with plea- 
ſure called to mind her concern for him, he cauſed her 


to be brought to the palace, and prayed TourandoQte ts 
receive her inte her ſervice. 


EIGHTY-FIRST DAY. 


HE hopes Timurtafch and tke Princeſs Elaaze had 
conceived of being reinſtated on the throne of the 
Nogais Tartars made them inſenſibly forget their paſt 
misfortunes ; and TourandoQte's being delivered of a fine 
Prince, overwelmed them with joy. Rejoicings for the 
birth of this Prince who was called the Prince of China, 
were made in all the cities of that vaſt empire; nor were 
they over when couriers brought the advice from the of- 
ficers, who had received orders to aſſemble the army, 
that the Chineſe troops, and thoſe of the Can of Berlas, 
were arrived at the Lake of Baljouta, As ſoon as th 
had this intelligence, Timurtaſch, Calaf, and Alinguer 
departed to put themſelves at the head of them; and 
when they arrived at the camp, they found ſeven hundred 
thouſand men ready ta march. They immediately took 
the route to Colan ; from whence they marched to Cach- 
zar, and proceeding thence entered the territories of the 
Sultan of Carrzme. | 
That Prince being ad-ertifed of their march and num- 
ber, by couriers ſent him by the governors of bis frontier 
places, inſtead of being diſheartened by the approach of 
ſo many enemies, prepared with a great deal of courage 
to give them a warm reception, He did nor ſtand to in- 
trench himſelf ; he was ſo bold as to march out and meet 
them, at the head of four hundred thouſand men, which 
he had with all diligence got together. The two armies 
met near Cogende, and a bloody battle enſued. On the 
Chineſe fide, Timurtaſch commanded the right wing, 
Prince Alinguer the left, and Calaf the center. On the 
other fide, the Sultan gave the command of his right 
wing to one of his moſt able generals: his ceuter was 
commanded by his fon, the Prince of Carizme; and 
M2 
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bis left wing, wherein was his beſt cavalry, he reſerred 
for himſelf, . The Can of Berlas begna the battle with the 
ſoldiers of his tribe, who fought like people who were in 
their maſter's ſight, and ſoon forced the enemy's right wing 
. to give ground ; but the officer who commanded them, re. 
covered it a little, It did not fare ſo well with Timur- 
raſch ; the Sultan put him into diſorder at the firſt charge, 
and the Chineſe had betaken themſelves to their heels, had 
not Calaf, informed of what bad paſſed, left the care of 
the center to an old general, and ran with ſome choſen 
troops to the aſſiſtance of his father, Things had then 
another face in a very little time. The left of the Cariz- 
mians were put into diſorder in their turn; their rauks 
were broken, and the whole wing routed. The Sultan, 
who would either conquer or die did wonders to recover 
the day; but Timurtatch and Calaf did not give him time 
to rally his ſoldiers. They ſurrounded him on all fides ; 

and Prince Alinguer having put the right wing alſo to 
flight, the Chineſe ſoon became entire matters of the feld 
and their enemies, | 188 

The Sultan Carizme had no way leſt to eſcape the Chi- 
neſe, but to fight his way through them. He choſe rather 
to die gloriouſly in the battle, than to ſurvive with infamy; 
ſo throwing himſelf into the middle af the moſt furious of 
his enemies, he continued fighting defperately till he fell 
down dead to the ground, having received wounds in all 
parts of his body. The Prince of Carizme, his fon, had 
the ſame fate. 
or taken priſoners ; the reſt got off by favour of the night. 
The Chineſe loſt Iſo abundance of men; but if it was a 
bloody battle it was alſo a deciſive one. Timurtaſch, af- 
ter having rendered thanks ta Heaven for his happy ſucceß, 
ſent an officer to Pequin, to give the King of China a par- 
ticular account of it, zdianced himſelf into the territories 
of Zagalay, and made hinſelf maſter of the city of Ca- 
rkzme. f 
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EIGHTY-SECOND DAY. 
N the.capital of the Carizmians he publiſhed a decla- 


ration, that. he would invade no man's liberty or pro- 
perty ; that God having given him poſſeſſion of the throne 
of his enemy, he woul | keep it; and that Zagalay, and 


the orher countries that were ſubje& to the Sultan, ſhould 


now receive his ſon, Prince Calaf, for their Sovereign. — 
The Carizmians, weary of the domination of their laſt 
miſter, and convidcad that Calaf 's would be more mild, 
cheerfully ſubmitted to him, and proclauned him their 
Sultan, having an high opinion of his merit. While 
the ew Saltan of Carizme- was taking meaſures for 
etibiihing his power, Timurtaſch went” wit part of the 
Chineſe troops to recover his own. dom'nions. The 
Nog 1, Tartars received him like faithful ſubjeQs, who 
rejpiced to ſee the ir lawful ſovereign again ; and Jimur- 
taſch, not contented with being R on his throne, 
declared war with the. Circaſſiine, to be revenged on 
them for their treaſons towards Prince Calaf at Jund,— 
Inſtead of endeaveuring to appeaſe. him by ſubmiſſions, 
the Carcaffians, in all haſte, raiſed an army to reſiſt him; 
he beat them, cut them almoſt all to pieces, and cauſed 
himſelf to be declared King of Circaſha, After that he 
returned to Zagalay, where he met the Princeſs Elmaze 
and Tourandocte, whom Altoun-Can. had ſent thicher 
under the conduct of one of his favourite generals, with 
a good army and a royal train. 

Such was the end of Prince Calafs misfortunes, — 
His virtues acquired him the love and eſteem of the Ca- 
rimians. He reigned over them a long time in peace; 
as much in love as ever with the charming Tourandocte, 
by whom he had another fon, who was after him Sultan 
of Cari/ me. As for the Prince: of China, Altour-Can 


bred him up, and- choſe him ſor his ſucceſſor, Timur- 


taſch, and the Princeſs his wife, paſſed the reſt of their 
days at Aſtracan: and the Can of Berlas, after having 
teceived lrom them, and their ſon, thoſe acknowled g- 
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ments that were due to his generoſity, returned to his tribe 


with the reſt of his troops. 


The Princefs of Caſmire's 


nurſe having finiſhed the ftory of Calaf, demanded of 


Ferruknaz's women what they thou 


of it. They all 


faid it was very moving, and that Calaf appeared to them 


to be a virtuous Prince, and a perfect lover. 


For my 


part, ſaid the Princeſs, I take him to be rather vain than 
amorous ; that he ran on without thinking : in a word, that 


be was what we call a young man. 


Mouflel, the 


As to the old King of 
good Fadlallah, continued the ſmiling, it 


myſt be owned he was a tender and faithful huſband ; but 
inſtead of dying on the ſpot with his dear Zemroude, he 
could make a thift to live fifty years afterwards to mourn 
_ tor the loss of her, | 
Well my Princeſs, fays the nurſe, ſince neither Calaf nor 
Fadlallah will ſatisfy your delicacy, if you will ſuffer me, 
I will tell you the ſtory of the King of Damaſcus, and his 


Vizier ; perhaps you will like it better, 


With all my 


heart, replied Farruknaz; my women are too much de- 
lighted with what you tell them, to deny them the plea- 


, fure of hearing you. 


It is true, your images are agreeable 


enough; but Sutlumemé, my dear SutJememe added ſhe 
*ris in vain for you to draw men in ſuch beautiful colours; 


kin 


their. faules appear through all your painting 


THE HISTORY OF KING BEDREDDIN LOLLO, AND 115 
VIZIER ATALMULC, SURNAMED, THE SORKOWPUL 


VIZIER., 


EDREDDIN, King of Damaſcus, replied the nurſe, 
had a Vizier, an honeſt man, as the hiſtory of his 


time tells us. This minifter whoſe name was Atalmulc, 
was not unworthily ſo called, he being a. bleſſing to the 


dom. His zeal for the King's ſervice was indefatiga- 


ble: his vigilance equal to his zeal ; his genius was pene- 
rating and extenſive, and his diſintereſtedneſs was admired 
by all people. 
becauſe he always was in a profound melancholy, always 


But he was called the Sorrowful Vizier, 


ſerious 


ferion 
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ferious whatever happened at court, merry or ridiculous. 
He never laughed at a jeſt, nor put himſelf out of his grave 
and ſolemn air. mn, A 

The King, one day, had ſome private diſcourſe with 
him, and told him, very frankly and ſmiling, an ad- 
venture of his, The Vizier liftened to it very attentively, 
and with ſo much gravity that Bedreddin was ſurpriſed at it. 
Atalmule, ſays he, you are a man of a ſtrange humour; 
you are always ſad and penſive. For theſe ten years that 
you have been near my perſon, L have not obſerved one 
joy ful look in your countenance, My lord, replied the 
Vizier, your Majeſty ought not to wonder at it; every 
one has his cares and troubles. There is no man upon earth 
exempt from forrow, You have ſome reſerve, ſays the 
King, ſome ſecret grief you will not tell me of, and will 
therefore affirm that every body is, or ought to be, as you 
are; do you really think as you ſpeak? Yes, my lord, 
replied Aralmulc, ſuch is the condition of the ſons of 
Adam. No man's mind is ever to be perfealy at eaſe.— 
Judge of others by yourfelf. Is your Maj-ſty, Sir, in full 
content? Pugh, cried Bedreddin, I. cannot be fo ; I have 
enemies upon my hands, and the weight of an empire. —- 
A thouſand cares diſtract me, and difturb the quiet of my 
life, But J am fatisfied there is an infinite number of pri- 
vate perſons in the world, whoſe pleaſures have no ſuch 
mixture of ſorrow, and whole joy is uninterrupted with 
any ſuch diſquiet,. 
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EIGHTY-THIRD DAY, 


HE Vizier Atalmulc perſiſted ſtill in what he had 
aſſerted ; and the King, ſeeing him ſo poſuive, ſaid, 

If nobody is free from vexation, every one at leaſt is not 
alike always ſo afflicted, I own to you, you have ex- 
cited in me an extraordinary Curioſity to know what 
makes you ſo ſad and thoughtful, Tell me why yon 
are ſa inſenſible to mirth and laughter, the 1 
cnarms 
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eharms of ſciety. TI will obey you, my lord, replied the 
Vizier; and diſcover to vou the cauſe of my ſeveral griefs, 
by telling you the ſtory of m) life. 


KOWFUL VIZIER, AND OF THE PRINCESS ZELICA 
a BEYUME, 


T WAS the only ſon of a rich jeweller of Bagdad; my 
f.ther's name was Coaja Abi4alla, and he ſpared no 
coſt on my education, While I was zeta child, he put 
iſters over me to teach-me ſeveral ſciences, as philoſo- 
ov, laws divininrg and efpeeially all the languages that 
te [puter in Af, that they nvght be uſelul to me, if 
| Huld travel into other Aſian countries, I naturally 
Joved pleaſure and expence. My father obſerved it with 
great grief: he endeavoured by good counſe] to miſter 
that inclination of mind; but how little do the wiſe diſ- 
courſes of a father prevail over a debauched ſon ! I never 
minded what Abdallah ſaid to me, imputing all to the 
peeviſhneſs of age. As I was once walking with him in 
our garden; and he as, it was uſual with him, was 
blaming my conduct, he ſaid, I ſee, fon, all my repri- 
mands are grievous to you; but you will ſoon get rid of 
ſo troubleſome a counfellor : The angel of death is not 
far off me, I am now going to launch into eternity, 
and to leave you poſſeſſed of great wealth. Have a care 
how you make an ill uſe of it; at leaſt, if you are o 
unhappy as to ſquander it away idlv, be ſure have recourſe 
to the tree you lee in the middle of this garden : tie the fa- 
tal rope to one of the branches, and by that prevent the mi- 
ſeries that attend poverty. | 
As he ſaid, he died ſoon after. I buried him with 
great ſplendour, and then took poſſeſſion of all his eftare. 
1 found it ſo great, that I thought I might ſafely give a 


Jooſe to my extravagant humour, I increaſed the number 


of my domeſtics, I got all the young fellows of the city 

about me. I kept open houſe, and was guilty of all 

Lind of debauchery z ſo that 1 inſenſibly laviſhed * 
| | 2 
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all that was leſt me.. My friends ſoon abandoned me, 
and all my domeſtics; one-af:er.another, quitted my ſer- 
vice. What a change was this! I had not courage to 
bear it, I then, too late, remembered my father's laſt 
wozds. How do I:deferve, ſaid 1, to be in the miſery to 
which J am reduced! Why did I not hearken to Abdal- 
lah's counſel? He had reaſon to adviſe me to be a good 
kuſbind, Is there any condition in life ſo inſupportable 
as want, after abundance ?—Ah, let me at leaft do for 
once as he bade me. I do not forget that he adviſed me 
to put an end to my life, if I thould become poor, — 
Poor Iam; I will follow his counſel! ; which is in this 
a; judicious, as it, was in what related to economy; for, 
in ſhort, when I have fold my houſe, the only thing that 
js left me, and which will at beſt but maintain me a few 
years, What ſhall Ido then? I ſhall be forced to beg my 
bread, or to ſtarve. What a choice is that | 1 had better 
preſently hang myſelf. I cannot too ſoon drive. theſe 
dreadful thoughts out of my head. Ia this fir of deſpair I 
went and bought a rope, Iran to the tree in my garden 
which my father had ſpoke to me of, It ſcemed to me to 
be very proper for my deſign. I put two great ſtones to 
the feet of it; J got upon them, and lifting up my arms, 
tied one end of the rope t1a great branch; I made a 
running knot at the other end, and put it about my neck ; 
after which J leaped off the two ſtones, The knot, which 
| had tied very well for the purpoſe, had almoſt ſtrangled - 
me, when the branch of the tree, to which it was tied, 
broke down, and [I fell with i:. 

vas at firſt very much ovrilied that the pains I had 
taken to hang myſelf, were ſo ineſfectual; but looking 
round about me. ani ſurveying the branch of the tree 
more narrowly, I was ſurpriſed to ſee ſome diamonds 
that had fallen out of the hole in which the branch had 
been fixed, and ſeveral diamonds alſo that had come out 
of ir; for it was hollow. I imagined.the tree might be 
ſo 100, ran for an axe, and cut through it. As L ima- 
gined, ſo J found it; and within fide were an infinite num- 
ber of rubies, emeralds, and all ſorts of precious ſtones, — 
I immediately: took off the rope from about my neek, and 


fell from the deſplir ia which I had put it on, into as vio- 
lent a fit of joy, 
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 EIGHTY-FOURTH DAY. 


DEIN convinced of my father's tenderneſs and pru- 
dence by this adventure, I reſolved at laſt to purſue 


the ſame courſe of life he had done; and, inftead of 


giving myſelf up to pleaſure, to follow his profeſſion, —l. 
was well enough verſed in it, and from my ſkill in ſtones, 
had no need to fear of mifcarrying. I entered into part- 
nerſhip with two jewellers of Bagdad, who had been my 
farher's friends, and were going to trade at Ormus. We 
all three went ro Baſra, freighted a ſhip, and embarked 
on the gulph which goes by that name, We lived lovingly 
together, "and had a good voyage. We made merry 
aboard, and were almoſt at the end of our navigation, 
when 1 perceived that my partners were not ſo honeſt as 
they ſhould be. We were almoſt at the point of the gulph, 
and preparing to go aſhore, which added very much to- 
our mirth, In this humour there was no want of wine; 
we had laid in a good ftock of the moſt excellent. — 
After having drank heartily, I fell afſeep, about midnight, 
in my clothes on a foſa, While L was afleep, my part- 
ners took me, and threw me mto the ſea out of a window. 
F awoke while L was in their kands, but was in the water 
before I knew what they were about to do with me,— 
Ir is a wonder | had not periſhed, and gone to the bottom. 
Ir was foul weather; but the waves bore me vp, as if by 
the particular command of Heaven, and landed me at the 
foot of a mountain, near the point of the gulph, When I 
came aſhore 1 found myſelf pretty well as io health, and 
ſpent the reſt of the night in thanking God for my deli- 
verance, 

As ſoon as day appeared, J climbed up the mountain: 
1 had much ado to get to the top of it, it was ſo fteep; 
1 there met ſome peaſants of the neighbourhood, whole 
employment was to gather eryſtal, and earry ir to ſel] at 
Ormus. 1 told them What danger | had been in, and 
they, as well as myſelf, looked on my eſcaping it as a 

5 niracle- 


- 
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miracle. The good people took pity on me; they gave 
me fome of their proviſions, which conſiſted chiefly of 
rice, and conducted me to the great city of Ormus, when 
they had got their loadings of cryſtal. 1 went to lodge at 
a caravanſerail, and the 15 min 1 met with there was one 
of my hopeful partners. | 

He ſeemed in an extreme ſurpriſe at the fight of me, 
not doubting but before that time, ſome ſea monſter or 
other had devoured me. He ran to find out his comrade 
to tell him of my arrival, and conſult what reception 
they ſhould give me. They were not long ſtudying. 


about it; a moment aſter I ſaw both of them enter the 


caravanſerail, "They paſſed by me in the court-yard, 
without ſeeming to have any manner of knowledge of 
me. Ah! ye rogues, ſaid I, Heaven has rendered your 
treachery uſeleſs; and, ſpite of your barbarity, I am tall 
alive, Reſtore immediately all my jewels to me; I wilt 
not have any thing to do with ſuch raſcals. At this 
diſcourſe, whych one would think was enough to con- 
fund them, they had the impudence to cry out, Ah ye 
thief! ye villain! what trick is it you would put upon 
us? what jewel, what goods have we of your's ?— 
Taen they fell upon me with their ſtieks, and beat me 
both of them. TI threatened' to make my complaiat to 
the Cidy, They were beforehind with me; and being 
got to the judge*- houſe beſore J could, they made him 
ſeveral low bow:, pulled out ſome jewels which very 
probably were my own, and making a preſent of them 
to the Cady, addreſſed themſelves to him thus :—O thou 
mirror of juſtic? ; thou ſun of right and equity, that 
difipareſt the clouds of villainy, ſuccour us, we beſeech 
thee, We are poor helpleſs ſtrangers z, we are come 
from the furthermoſt parts of the earth to trade here; is 
it fair we ſhould be infulted by a robber? ſhall he be 
ſuffered to take from us by « cheat, what we have ges 
by a thouſand pains and perils? Who is it you com- 
plain of? ſays the judge. My lord, replied: they, we 
do nor know him—we never ſaw him in our lives before. 
Juſt as they ſaid fo, I came myſelf to the Cady ; and as 


ſoon as they ſaw me, they cried out. This, my lord, is 


the rogue, the thief ; he has the boidneſs 
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rien rats; 


your preſence, which ought to terrify the guiliy. Protect 
us, great Judge, from this 1mpoſtor. | 

I drew near the Cady, to ſpeak to him in my turn; 
but having nothing to preſent him with, it was impoſſible 
for me to be heard by him. The compoſed look, which 
was a token of my innocence, ſo prejudiced was he againſt 


immediately ordered his Oſas to carry me to priſon, which 
they did very exactly; and while J was loading with trons, 
my partners returned in triumph, well ſatisfied that | 
. ſhould ſtand in need of another miracle to get out of. the 
hands of the Cady. | | 


5 FEicHTy-FIr TH DAY. 
SHOULD. not perhaps have got clear of him fo wel! 


as I did of the waves in the gulph, without an acci- 
dent, which could be nothing but the immediate band of 
Heaven. The peaſants who brought me to Ormus, un- 
derſtanding I was thrown into jail, went, out of pity, to 
the Cady, and told him the circumſtances of. their meet- 
ing with me, and all. that I had told them. on the moun— 
rain. The Judge upon this began io think he was in the 
wrong, was ſorry he had not given me a hearing, and 
reſolved to dive into the bottom of the matter, He {nt 
to the carayanſerail for the two jewellers ;, but the birds 
were flown. They had made the beft of their way to 
their ſhip, and put to ſea; for though the Judge had 
been oa their fide, they. were afraid of ſtanding by r.— 
he Cady was now. ſatiefied that I was unjuſtly uſed, 
and ordered me te be ſet at liberty. Such was the end cf 
my partnerſhip with, theſe two honeſt jewel lers. 

Being thus delivered from the ſea, and the Judge, [ 
ought 10 have looked upon myſelf as a man who had no 
ſnall thanks to render to Heaven ſor his preſervation : 
but I was not in ſuch a happy condition as to eſteem it a 
very great blefling. I had neither money, ſriends, nor 
eredicz. 1. was reduced to live upon charity, or die of 


kuvger, I departed ſrom Ormus, not knowing whither 
| SE 10 


j 
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| 


me, ſeemed to him to be a ſign of my impudence, He 
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to go. I went towards the plain of Lar, between the 
mountains of the Perſian gulph, When J came there, 1 
over:ook a caravan of merchants of Indoſtan, who were 
travelling to Chiras. I accompanied them; and by my 
readineſs to do chem any little ſervices, J fared very well 
among them, I ſtaid at Chiras with them; at that time 
King Shad Tahmaſpe kept his court there, 

As ] was one day coming from the grand moſque to 
the caravanſerail where 1 lodged, I elpied one of the 
King of Perſia's officers ; he was richly dreſſed, and very 
handſome. He looked attentively upon me, came up to 
me, and ſaid, young man, what countryman are you? 
1 ſee you are a ſtranger here, and in no very good circum- 
ſtances. I replied, I was a native of Bagdad, and that at 
that time it was not as it had been wi h me. I then told 
him my ſtory. He ſeemed to hearken to it very atten- 
tively, and to pity my condition, How old are you? 
ſays he: In my nineteenth year, replied J. Upon which 
he ordered me to follow him, which I did to the King's 
palace, and entered it with him. He carried me to a fine 
apartment and aſked me what my name was? 1 told 
him Haſan, He aſked me ſeveral other qucſtions, to 
which J gave him as pertinent anſwers as | could. © 
Haſan, replied he, | am very ſorry for thy misfortunes, 
and will be a father to thee. Know then, that!] am the 
King of Verſia's Capi-Aga: there is a page's place va- 
cant in the Cafoda, I will give it to thee ; thowart young 
and handſome. a cannot make a tetter ohoice ; and do 

not know a youth among the Caſcdali that will make a bet- 
ter hgure. 

I thanked the Capi-Aga with all poſſible re ſpect and ſub- 
miſtion for his favour He took me into his protection, and 
had me dreſſed like a page. ! was inftruQted in all the 
duties of my place, and began to difcharge them in ſuch 
2 manne as quickly gained me the eſteem of our Zuluflis, 
and did honour to my patron, 

Al! the pages of the twelve chambers, as well as all the 
officers of the palace, and the foldiers of the guard, were 
fr bidden on pain of death, to ſtay in the gardens of the 
ſeraglio after fuch an hour in the night, becauſe the 
women then walked there. J was one evening there af 

alone, muſing on my "mizfortunes ; my head was fo ful} 


of 
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of them, that I inſenſibly let the time Nip at Which 1 


thould have retired. I recollected myſelf, and judging: 


it was late, made what haſte J could to return into the 
palace, when a lady of a ſudden ſtopped me at the end of 
an alley, yg, You are in great haſte, ſure ; what 
makes you run ſo faſt? Notwithſtanding it was night, I 
could perceive ſhe was young and beautiful, and replied, 


I have reaſons for it; and if, as | doubt not, you belong 


to the palace, you cannot be ignorant of them. You. 


know that all men are forbidden to ſtop in theſe gardens 
after ſuch an hour; and that it is as much as a man's 


life is worth to be found here when it is paſt; You 
have thought of it a litile too late then, ſaid the lady; it 
is paſt already, and you may thank your ſtars for their 
kind aſpect. If you had not met, %u had been a 
dead man. I was in fuch an amazement; that I minded 
nothing but the danger my life was in: and cried, How 
unhappy am | to let the hour flip? 
yourſelf, ſays the lady; your affliction 
and 1 think you ought not to look on y 
happy. 1 want neither beauty nor youth 
myſelf there are not many faces in this ſeraglio that can 
be thought more agreeable. Fair Jady, ſaid I, though 
the night deprives me of the happineſs of ſeeing your 
charms to advantage, I behold more than enough to en- 
chant me; but put yourſelf in my caſe, and you will 
agree, that it is not a very pleaſant one. It is true, re- 
plied ſhe, there is not much pleaſantry in it. However, 
your deſtruction is not fo ſure as you imagine; the King 
h a good Prince, and may pardon you. What are you ? 
A Caſodali, madam, ſaid J. The truth is, replied the, 
you are very conſiderate for a page; the Aremadoulet 
could not be more fo. Come, be ruled by me: do not 
think to-day of what ſhall happen to-morrow ; you know 

it not; Heaven keeps it to itſelf and perhaps has already 
prepared a way for you to get out of this difficulty : 
$368 that to the future, and mind nothing now but the 
prefent. If you knew who I am, and the honour ibis 
adventure does you, inſtead of waſting theſe happy mo- 
ments in melancholy reflections, you would efteem them 
the moſt fortunate of your life, and yourſelf. the happieſt 


of mortals, At this, I begin to forget the peri] I was 5 
| the 
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the image of the puniſhment inſenſibly vaniſned out of 
my mind, and the moſt tranſporting ideas ſucceeded, I 
did not ſtay long to confider, but reſolved to improve the 
occaſion. | took the lady in my army ; but ſhe was fo- 
far from yielding to my carefſes, that ſhe cried out, and 
[ was immediately ſurrounded by ten or twelve women, 
who had concealed themfelves to hearken to our conver- 
tation. 


EIGHTY-SIXTH DAY. 


T was no hard matter for me then to perceive, thar the 
lady was on a frolic, and had all the while bantered 
me. I thought it might be ſome flave of the Princeſs of 
Perſia, Who had done it for her diverſion, The other 
women came immediately to her aſſiſtanee: they laughed 
at what had paſſed ; and though ſhe was all in a fright, 
one of them laughing cried, Cale Cairi, are you for ſuch 
another frolic ? No, indeed, replied Cale Cairi, I will do- 
fo no more; I have paid for my curioſity. The flaves 
upon this came about me, and rallied me. This page is 
a forward youth ſays one of them; a rare man for ad- 
ventures. I would not defire to meet a better cried ano- 
ther, if | were to walk alone. He is for the preſent mi- 
nute, | fee. They laughed at every word they ſaid; and 
as much a page as I was, their laughter put me quite ovt 
of countenance. If | had rejected the opportunity, their 
raillery could not have been more picquant, nor could I 
have been n. ore confounded, 

They did not fail to put me in mind of my flipping 
the time for getting out of the garden, It is pity, 1414 
they, he ſhould die for it; he deſerves to be ſpared, 
purely from being fo devoted to the ſervice of the ladies. 
Then ſhe whom I had heard name Cale Cairi, addrefling 
herſelf to another, ſaid, It is you, my Princefs, that are 
to determine his fate; will you have us give him over 
for a loſt man, or ſhall we help him out of his. diftreſs ? | 
think, replied the Princeſs, he muſt be delivered out of 
this danger, Let him not die this time, I agree to a 
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Nay, that he may remember this adventure the longer, 
we muſt make it a little more pleaſant ro. him, Let us 
carry him to my apartment, which as yet no man can 
| boaſt the fight of, At theſe words, one of the ſlaves 
ſetched me a woman's dreſs; I put it on, and making 
one of the Princeſs's train, accompanied her to her a part- 
ment, which ſhone with an infinite number of perfumed 
Janis. whoſe odour. was very agreeable. The aparimert. 
ſeemed io be as rich as the King's; nothing was to be ſeen 
ſeen on all ſides but gold and ſilver. 

When 1 entered the apart ment of Zelica Beyume (for 
that was the name of the Princeſs of Pertia). I obſerved 
there were about fiſteen or twenty brocade ſtools, on a 
tapeſtry carpet; all the ladies placed themſelves on the 
ſtools in a circle, and they made me fit down alſo. Af- 
ter this, Zelica called for refreſhments; at the inſtant ſix 
old flaves, not ſa richly dreſſed as thoſe that ſat down, 
brought in and diftributed among us Mahramas; and- 
then ſeried about, in a great baſon of Martabani, a ſalad. 
made of her bs of various kinds, citron juice, and the pith 
of cucumbers. They ſerved it firſt to the Princeſs in a. 
cocno's beak ; ſhe took a beak of the ſalad, ate is, and 

ave. another to. the next flave that ſat by her on ber 
right hand; which flave did the ſame as her miſtreſs had 
done: fo the whole company went round, till there was. 
nothing left in the baſon, This done, the fix. old ſlaves 
before mentioned, brought us very fair water in cryſtal 
cups. 

W. hen the collation was cer, the converſation grew. 
as ſprighty as if we had arp date brandy. Cale Cairi, 
who by chance or otherwiſe ſar over againſt me, ſome- 
times looked at me, and ſmiled, ſeemed to tell me by her 
eyes, that ſhe was not ſo angry at me for my being ſo 
briſk with her in the garden, I could not help ogling, 
her too; but looked down upon. the ground when I ſaw. 
ſhe perceived it. All the company ſaw .plainly. that I. 
was ſtill very much embarraſſed, notwithſtanding I did 
what I. could ta ſhew a little aſſurance. The Princeſs 
and her women ſeeing it, endeavoured on their fide io 
give me more boldneſs. 


how long. 1 had been a page 1n the Caſoda. When 1 


had anſwered ber, ſhe ſaid, Well, Haſan, Wang 
now 


Zelica aſked me my name, and. 


kno' 
yet. 
as e. 
look 
arte: 
mo 


T 
krou! 
I re; 
in be 
deel-: 
not | 
well 
them 
chuſl 
choic 
and 1 
In m 
of Cs 
Ing 7 
the 1 
ſuch 
thin 
Fr 
whic! 
alſg | 
Haar 
latisfa 
wome 
Indeec 
Cale ( 
the 8 


PERSTAN. TALES, 287 


know this apartment is for no men, and that I am Zelica, 
yet forget where you are, and what I am. . Be free, and 
as ealy as if you were among the citizens wives of Chiras ; 
look upon all theſe young women here, examine them with 
attention, and tell us frankly which of them pleafes you 
moſt, 5 


EIGATY-SEVENTH DAV. 


ri P incels of Perſia, inſtead of emboldening me 
I as/ ſh: thought, by this diſcontſe, ſnere ſed my 
trouble 4nd coniuſiva, I fre, Hilan, ſays ſhe, that what 
| require of you, puts you to more pain than you were 
in before, You are afraid, without doubt, chat if you 
declare for one, you will diſpleaſe all the reft : but da 
not let any ſuch fear hinder you. My women agree fo 
well together, that you cannot make a breach among 
them : look upon us then, and tell us which you would 
chuſe for a miſtreſs, if it was permitted you to make a 
choice, Though Zz=lica's ſlaves were all very handſome, 


and the Princeſs herſelf as handſome as any of them, yet 


in my mind I prefently gave the preference to the charins 
of Cale Cairi; bor I hid my ſentiments for fear of affront- 
ing Zelica, telling her, ſhe ought not to put herſelf on 
the ſame footing, or diſpute a lover with her ſlaves, fince 
ſuch was her beauty, that wherever ſhe appeared, no- 
thing beſides herſelf could be efteemed beautiful. Saying 
this, I could not help looking on Cale Cairi, in a manner 
which let her ſee what I ſaid was out of flattery. Zelica 


tlſo perceived it, and fail, You are too much a flatterer, 


Haſan; I muſt have you be more fincere, Give me the 
laisfaQtion I deſire of you, ſpeak what you think; all my 
women beg it of you, you cannot pleaſe us more. 
Indeed the ſlaves were very preſſing with me, eſpecially 
Cale Cairi; ſhe was more earneſt than any of the reſt, as if 
lh; gueſſed that ſhe was more concerned in it | 
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In fine, I yielded to their entreaties; I put a bold face 
upon it, and addreſſing myſelf to Zelica, ſaid, I will obey 
you, great Princeſs. It would be very difficult to decide 
which lady is the handſomeſt, the beauty of each is ſo 
charming; but the amiable Cale Cairi is ſhe for whom I 
find J have the greateſt inclination, I had no ſooner done 
ſpeaking, but all the ſlaves burſt out a laughing, without 
ſhewing the leiſt ſign of deſpite I could however perceive 
they bad not quite thrown off the ſex, out of delicacy.— 
Zelica, inſtead of being offended at my frankneſs, ſaid, I 
am glad, Haſan, that you have given the preference to Cale 
Cairi. She is my f.vourite, which is a proof of your 
having no ill taſte. You do not know the worth of the 

ſon you have made chice of, — As well as we all look, 
we have all of us fincerity enough to acknowledge ſhe has 
the advantage of us, — Then the Princeſs and the flaves ral- 
lied Cale Cairi upon the triumph of her charms, and ſhe re- 
turned it with a great deal of it,—After which, Zelica 
cauled a Jute to be brought, and giving it to Cale Cairi, 
Shew your lover, ſaid ſhe, what you can do.— The fa. 
vourite fave tuned the inſtrument, and played upon it ſo 
finely, that I was tranſported. She accompanied it with 
her voice, and ſung a ſong, the ſenſe of which was, that 
% When one has was made choice of a lovely object, 
one ought to love it all one's lifetime.” As ſhe ſung, 
ſhe every now and. then turned her eyes to me, and 
with fo much tenderneſs, that forgetting in whoſe preſence 
I was, Ithrew myſelf at her feet in a rapture of love and 
pleaſure. At this they all fell a laughing more than ever, 
and continued it till an old flave came to give them notice 
that day was breaking, and if I was to go out of the women's 
apartment it was high time; upon which Zelica and her 
women bade me follow the old woman, who led me through 
ſeveral galleries, and by a thouſand turnings and windings, 
brought-me to a little gate, of which ſhe had the key. | 

went out at it, and perceived as ſoon as it was day, that I 
was got out of the palace, 
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EIGHTY-EIGTH DAY, 


HUS was I delivered from the new peril into which 
I had imprudently fallen, I went to my fellow 
page's ſome hours after, and the Oda Bacchi demanded 
why I lay out of the palace; I anſwered, that a friend of 
mine, a merchant of Chiras, being about to depart from 
Baſra, with all his family, had kept me at his houſe, and 
that we had ſpent the night in drinking. He believed 
what I ſaid, and having chid me a little, left me. 

I was too much charmed with my late adventure, not 
to have it always in my thoughts, I called often to my 
mind every the leaſt circuniftance of it, and particularly 
thoſe that moſt flattered my vanity ; which were ſuch as 
gave me reaſon to believe the Princeſs's favourite ſlave 
had not looked upon me with indifference. Eight days 


after an eunuch came to the door of the King's chamber, 


and faid he wanted to ſpeak with me, I went to him, 
and aſked his buſineſs. Is not your name Haſan ? ſays 
he; I replied yes. He then gave me a biller, and vaniſhed 
in an inftant, It was ſaid in it, that if I was diſpoſed 
to be the next night in the garden of the ſeraglio, after the 
hour of retiring, and at the ſame place where I had 
deen met, | ſhould find a perſon who was very ſenſi- 
ble of the preference I had given her to all the Princels's 
women, 

Though I ſuſpected that Cale Cairi had taken a liking 
to me, I did not expect to receive a letter from her, And 
being perfectly giddy with my good fortune, I aſked leave 
of the Oda Bacchi, to ſee a derviſe, my countryman, lately 
arrived from Mecca. He gave me leave; I ran, I flew 
tothe gardens of the ſeraglio as ſoon as it was night, If 
I was ſurpriſed by the time when J was laſt there, in re- 
turn it now ſeemed long. So impatient was I to meet my 
charming Cale Cairi, I thought the hour of retiring 
would never come ; however it came, and a little after 
| ſaw a lady, whom by her ſhape and air I knew to be 
tne ſame for whoſe coming [ waited, I went vp to her, 

| ti anſported 
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tranſported with pleaſure and joy; and throwing myſelf 
at her feet, had ſo far loſt myſelf in the tranſport, that 
I could not ſay a word to her, Riſe, Haſan, ſaid ſhe; I 
would fain know if you love me:. | muſt have other 
proofs than this tender and paſſiorate filence to convince 
me of it; ſpeak ſincerely, is it poſſible that you could 
think me handſomer than all my companions, and even 
the Princeſs Zelica herſelf ? May I believe your eyes were 
more favourable to me than to them? Doubt it not, re- 
plied I, Oh too lovely Cale Cairi; my heart had declared 
far yow a long time before the Princeſs and her women 
forced my lips to pronounce the deciſion between you 
and them, Vour image has not been out of my mind a 
momegt ſince phat night, and you will always be preſent 
there, though you never ſhould think kindly of me. 

Jam pleated, ys ſhe, that you are in theſe ſemiments, 
kuce Downs could not help baving a friendthin for you, 
Your youth, yer poifur, your wit, and: above all, the 
preference you gave me to all thoſe fair ladies, has ren- 
dered you amiable in my eyes what | am now doing 1s 
ſuffiejent proof it. But, ah, my dear Haſan, added ſhe, 
ſmiling, 1 know not whether, J ought to rejoice at the 
conqueſt | have made, or to look on. it as a thing that 
will make my life miſerable. Ah, Madam, faid I, why 
do you give way to ſuch a thought, amidft the tranſports 
that your preſence cauſes in me? It is not, ſhe replied, a 
groundleſs fear that intrudes upon our pleaſures; my 
alarms are too well founded, and you know not what it 


your happineſs, when the confeſſes that you have found 


a confeilion? Will your love of me hold out againſt the 
honour of having the firſt rrinceſs of the world for your 
miſtreſs ? J here interrupred her; Yes, my charming Cale 
Cairi, not Zelica herfelf ſhall have a place in my heart.— 
And would to Heaven you could have a rival fti]] more 
formidable, you ſhould ſee that nothing can thake tbe 
conſtancy of my paſſion for you, Though Shad Tah- 
maſpe had no ſon to {ſucceed him, though he would ftrip 


in-law, and it depended on me to be ſo, to you would | 
| ſacrifice 


is that troubles me. The Princefs Zelica loves you; and 
deſcending from all her pride, ſhe will ſoon let you know 


the way to pleaſe her, How will you receive ſo glorious 


himſelf of the kingdom of Perſia, and give it to his ſor- 


V 
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Tacrifice ſo high a fortune. Ah unhappy Haſan { eried 
the lady, whither does your love carry you? What a 
fatal aſſurance do you give me of your fidelity? you ſor- 
get that I. am a ſlave to the Princeſs of Perſia. If you 
make her ungratetul returns, for her goodneſs, you will 
pull her wrath upon our heads, and we ſhall both pe- 
Tiſh, It is better that I ſhould yield you up to ſo powerful 
a rival; there is no other means to preſerve you; No, no, 
replied J. with the ſame earneſtneſs, there is another way 
that my deſpair will rather make uſe of, which is to 
baniſh my ſelf the court: my retirement will defend you 
from Zelica's vengeance, reſtore your tranquillity ; and 
while, by little and little, you forget the unfortunate 
Haſan, he will fly to the deſerts, and there ſeek an end 
to his misfortunes, I was ſo full of what 1 ſaid, that 


the lady gave way to my grief, and replied, Ceaſe, Haſan, 


ceaſe to afflift yourſelf thus when there is no occaſion, - 


You are in an error, and you ſhew yourſelf worthy of 
being undeceived, 1 am not a flave to the Princeſs 


Zelica, I am Zelica herſelf, The night you came to 


my apartment 1 paſſed for Cale Cairi, and you took Cale 
Cairi for me. At theſe weeks ſhe called one of her wo. 
men, who had bid herſelf among ſome cypreſs trees, and 
who running to her when ſhe heard her voice, 1 found it 
was the lady 1 took for the Princeſs of Perſia, 


EIGTHTY-NINTH DAY, 


OU ſee, Haſſan, ſays Zelica, you ſee the true Cale 
Cairi; I give her her name again, and reſume 1 

own, I was not willing to -conceal myſelf any longer 
from you, nor the importance of the conqueſt you have 
made; know therefore all the glory of your triumph.— 
Though you have more love than ambition 1 am ſatis- 
fied that you cannot know, without a new- pleaſure, that 
it is a Princeſs whb loves you. I fatled not to tell 
Zelica, that the exceſs of my happineſs was paſt my 
conception, Neither could | conceive how from the 
height of her grandeur, the could dein to look on me; 


and 
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and from my humble ftate to raiſe me to a fortune, which 
the greateſt Kings in the world might envy. In fine, 
charmed beyond expreſſion by the Princeſs's favour, [ 
was going about to enlarge upon my gratitude and ac- 
knowledgment; but ſhe interrupted me, ſaying, Haſan, 
- give over wondering at what I have done for you. Pride 
has little empire over women that are locked up in 
apartments, We follow, without reſiſtance, the motions 
of our hearts. You are amiable ; you pleaſe me, and that 
is enough for. you to deſerve my favour, | 

We ſpent the whole night in walking and diſeourſing; 
and day had doubtleſs overtaken us in the gardens, if 
Cale Cairi, who was with us, had not taken care to give 
us notice to retire in time. As loth as we were, we muſt 
part. But before I left Zelica, ſhe ſaid to me, Adieu, 
Haſan; think always of me; we ſhall ſee one another 
again: and I promiſe you, that in a little time you ſhall 
know how dear you are to me. I threw myſelf at her 
feet, to thank her for her goodneſs; after which Cale 
Cairi conducted me by the ſame turnings and windings 
through which I had paſſed before, quite out of the pa- 
Jace, 

Thus beloved by the auguſt Princeſs I adored, and pre- 
ſenting to my mind à charming image of what ſhe had 
promiſe me, the next day, and the following days, I 
gave myſelf over to the moſt agreeable ideas that can pre- 
ſent themſelves to the mind of man, It was then that 
there might be ſaid to be a man upon earth truly happy, 
if my impatience to ſee Zelica again was not no objection 
to it. In a word, I was now in that condition wherein 
the greateſt pleaſure of lovers conſiſts—that is, near the 
moment in which I was to arrive at the height of my 
. wiſhes, when an unforeſeen event robbed at once of 
all my proud hopes. I heard the Princeſs Zelica was 
fallen ill ; and two days after it was reported about the 
palace that the was dead. I would not at firſt believe 
that dreadful news. The preparations for her funeral at 
laſt convinced me of the truth of it; and my eyes were 
the ſad witneſſes of the grief of the Perſians, and the ho- 
nours that were paid to the deceaſed Princeſs. All the 
pages of the chambers marched firſt, naked from the head 


to the middle, Some ſcratched their arms to ſhew _ 
| 782 
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zeal and their grief; others made marks on their fleſh ; 
and I myfelf, taking hold of ſo fair an opportunity, 
to ſhew the deſpair that had ſeized me, tore my fleſh, 
and wounded myſelf in many places. Our officers fol- 
lowed us with a folemn pace and grave air; they had 
long rolls of China paper faſtened to their turbans, 
on which were written feveral paſſages of the Alcoran, 
together with verſes in praiſe of Zelica, which they ſung 
with an air as ſorrowful as reſpectful. After them came 
the corpſe, in a cedar coffin, covered with plates of filver, 
placed on a bier of ivory, carried by twelve men of quali- 
ty; and twenty Princes related to Shad Tahmaſpe, held 
each in their hands the end of a ruban, which was faſtened 
to the coffm. All the women of the palace follow- 
ed afterwards,” making dreadful howlings: and when 
the corpſe was come to the place of its ſepulchre, every 
body cried out | ayla Illallah. I did not fee the reſt of 
the ceremony, becauſe the exceſs of my grief, and the 
blood I had Joſt, threw me into a ſwoon, which laſt- 
ed a long time. One of our officers ordered me preſent- 1 
ly to be carried to our chamber, where great care was | 


taken of me. They rubbed me all over with an excel- | 
lent balm, inſomuch that in two days I found myſelf pretty 1 
well recovered, But the remembrance of the Princeſs put 
me almoſt out of my ſenſes. Ab, Zelica ! faid I ro my- 
ſelf every moment, is it thus you diſcharge the promiſe you 
made me when you left me? is this the token of tendernefs 
which you were to give the? I could not be at reſt, and 
my ſtay at Chiras in that inconſolable condition became 
in ſupportable; ſo I quitted the court and the city three 
days after the Princeſs's funeral, 


NINETY. 
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NINE TIE TH DAY. 
- TRAVELLED all night, ſo full of trouble, that I knew 


not where 1 went, nor where I would go, The next 
day I ſtopped a little to repoſe myſelf on the ground, and 
there pafſed. by me a young man whoſe dreſs was very ex- 
traordinary ; he came up to. me, ſaluted me, preſented 
me with a green bough he had in his hand; and having 
-. obliged me to accept it, he repeated ſome Perſian verſes, 
to engage me to give him alms. As L bad nothing myſelf, 
nothing could I give him. He thought I did not underſtand 
Perſian language, and repeated ſome Arabian verſes : but 
finding he ſucceeded no better one way than the other, 
and that I did not do what he defired, he ſaid, Bro. 
ther I cannot think you want charity; I rather believe 
ou have not wherewithal to exerciſe it.—You are very 
much in the right, replied I; I have not a ſingle aſper, 
and cannot tell where to pu: my head, Ah! what a fad 
condition art thou in ! cried he ; I pity, and will relieve 
thee ! | 
Il was ſurpriſed to hear a man talk ſo, who had been 
juſt begging my charity, and thought the relief he offered 
me was nothing but prayers and vows ; when, purſuing 
his diſcourſe, he ſaid, I am one of thoſe holy children 
who are called Faquirs ; though we live on charity, we 
however live plentifully; knowing how to move mens' 
pity by an air of mortification and penance, which we 
always put on. Indeed there are ſome Faquirs that are 
fools enough to be what they appear, who lead an auſtere 
life, and ſometimes will take no nouriſhment for ten days 
together. We are not ſo ſtraight - laced as they are; we 
do not value ourſelves on having really their virtues, but 
on having the appearances of them. Will you be one of 
our brethren? I am going to two of them ar Boſt ; if you 
will make the fourth, come along with me, I replied, 
Not being uſed to the practice of your devotian, I am 
afraid I ſhall not acquit myſelf as I ought to do. Pugh, 


ſaid he, interrupting me, do not trouble yourſelf _ 
the 


vol 
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the practice; I ſay again, we are not ſome of the rigid 


Faquirs. In a word, we are Faquirs in nothing but the 
_— | : 

Though by this the Faquir gave me to underſtand that 
he and his two brethren were mere libertines, I did not 
refuſe his offer, but reſol ved to make one amongſt them. 
Beſides that I was in a miſerable condition, I had not 
learned among the pages to live very abſtemiouſly and 
religiouſly. As ſoon as I told the Faquir that I agreed 
to join, with them, he conducted me to Boſt. We lived 
all the way on dates, rice, and other proviſions, which 
were given us in the towns and villages through whick 
we paſſed. As ſoon as the good Muſſulmen heard his 
cry, they ran to him with their good things; of Which 
he had ſuch a ſtore, that he could hardly carry it. 

Travelling in this manner, we arrived at laſt at Boſt; 
we entered a little houſe in the ſuburbs, where the two 
other Faquirs lived. They received us with open arms, 
and ſeemed to n - p34 pleaſed with the reſolution 
| had taken to be one of 
into their myſteries; that is, they taught me all their 
grimaces. When 1 Was well inſtructed in che art of 
cheating people, they dreſſed me like themſelves, and 
obliged me to go about the city with them, to preſent 
boughs or flowers to gentlemen, and repeat verſes. I re- 
turned every night to my lodging with ſome pieces of 
filver in my A. 55 which ſerved to make merry with. 1 
was then too young, and was naturally too much given 
to pleaſure to reſiſt the ill example of theſe Faquirs. I 
fell into all ſorts of debauchery, and by that :nſen{bly loſt 
the remembrance of the Princeſs of Perſia ; not but that 
ſhe would every now and then come into my mind, and 
draw ſome ſighs from me. But inſtead of nouriſhing the 
weak remains of my grief, I did what I could to root it 
out: and would often ſay, Why do think of Zelica, ſince 


Zelica is no more? If I cryed my eyes out, ifT weptall 


my lifetime, what would my weeping ſignify 2 


them. They ſ@on initiated me 
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NINETY-SECOND ' DAV. 


LIVED with theſe Faquirs near two years, and 

ſhould have ſtaid PERS not he who engaged me 
in their company, and whom [ loved better than the other 
two perſuaded me to travel. Haſan, ſaid he to me one 
day, I begin to be tired of this city; I have a mind to ſee 
the country, and have heard wonders of the city of Can- 
dahar ; if you will go along with me, we will ſee whe- 
ther what has been told me of it be true. With all my 
heart cried 1; for I had as great an itch to ſee ſtrange 
places; I ſhould rather ſay, I was directed by that ſupe- 
rior Power that makes us all its neceſſary agents. We 
two departed from Boſt, and having paſled through ſeye- 
ral cities of Segaſtan, without making any ſtay, we ar- 
. rived at the fair city of Candahar, which appeared to us 
to be very ſtrong. . We went and lodged at a carayanſerail, 
where we were received very civilly for the ſ-ke of the 
habit we wore, which was indeed the beſt recommenda- 
tion we had. There was a great buſtle in the town, the 
inhabitants being prepared to "celebrate. the feaſt of the 
Giulous the next day: we underſtood they were buſy at 
. court; every one being ambuious of ſhewing their zeal 


for King Firouzchah, who made himſelf beloved by the | 


good for his juſtice, and as much feared by the bad for 
dis ſeverity to th:m.® The Faquirs having admittance 


every whe e, nobody daring to ſtop them for their habit's | 
ſake, we went next day to court, to ſee the feſtival, in 


which there was nothing-extraordinary. to a man who 

had ſeen che King of Perſia's Giulous. While we were 
locking very attentively on what paſſed, I felt ſomebody 
pull i. e by my arm; I turned my head about, and per- 
ceived n2ar me the eunuch of Schah Tahmaſpe's palace, 
who b ought me the letter from Cale Cairi, or rather from 
Zelica. 

My Lord Haſan, ſaid he, I knew, you, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrar ge dreſs you are in. Though 1 thought J could 


TO! 
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while you bathe yourſelf. Saying this, he conducted 
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not be in an error, yet I durſt hardly, truſt my eyes. 1: 
it poſlible that I ſhould meet you again! I replied, and 
what brings you to Candahar? Why did you quit the 
court of Perſia? Was the death of the Princeſs Zelica 
your reaſon, as well as mine? I cannot tell you at pre- 


ſent, ſaid he; but I will fully ſatisfy your curioſity, if 


you will come hither alone to-morrow at the {ame hour 
I will tell you things that will amaze you; I ſhall only 
add now, that they concern you tod. | 

I promiſed him to come by myſelf the next day to the 
ſame place, and I punctually kept my promiſe. The 
eunuch came thither at the time appointed, and drawin 
near, ſaid, Let us go out of the palace, and ſeek for ſome 
more convenient place to diſcourſe in. We went into the 
city, croſſed ſeveral ſtreets, and came at, laſt to the gate of 
a pretty large houſe, of which he had the key. We en- 
tered; I found the apartments were well furniſhed ; fine 
carpets on the floors, rich ſofas, and, adjoining to it, a 
garden well cultivated, in the middle of which was a jaſper 
baſon full of fine water. | : 

My Lord Haſan, ſays the eunuch, is not this a pleaſant 
houſe ? Very pleaſant, replied I, I am glad you like it, 
ſays he, for I hired it yeſterday for you; you muſt alſo 
have ſome ſlaves to wait on you ; I will go and buy them 


me to a chamber, where he had prepared baths. In the 
name of God, ſaid I, tell me why you bring me here, and 
what it is you have to ſay to me. You will hear, re- 
plied he, in proper time and place. Let it ſuffice at pre- 
ſent, that your condition is finally altered fince I met you, 
and that I have orders to do thus by you. At the fame 
time he helped to undreſs me, which was preſently done. 
I went into the bath, and the eunuch left me there, pray- 
ing me not to be impatient. 

This myſtery occaſioned in me many reflections; but 
it was in vain for me to think of it—T could not gueſs 
what was the meaning of it. Chapour was a long while 
coming to me again, and I began to loſe all manner of 
patience; at laſt he returned with four ſlaves, two of 
whom were laden with linen and clothes, and the other 
two with proviſions. I beg your pardon, my Lord, ſays 
he, Iam very ſorry for having made you wait ſo. Then 
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the ſlaves put the bundles on the ſofas, and were officions 
to ſerve me. They rubbed me with fine new linen; 
- they put on me a rich veſt, with a ſtately robe and tur. 
ban. Where will be the end of all this? ſaid Ito myſelf, 
By whoſe order does the eunuch treat me thus? My im- 
patience to know it was beyond meaſure, 


NINETY-THIRD DAY. 


NHAPOUR obſerved it: I am troubled, ſays he, to 
7 ſee you ſo uneaſy, but I cannot help you. If it was 
not expreſsly forbidden me to ſpeak to you, if I did not 
betray my truſt in telling you what I conceal from you, 
I ſhould not make you the more eaſy. Other deſires, 
Kill more violent would ſucceed to thoſe that now diſturb 
you. It muſt be night before you will be informed of what 
you are ſo eager to know. 

Though I had all the reaſon in the world to believe 
there was nothing ill in this adventure, from what the 
eunuch ſaid to me, yet 1 could not help being ftrangely 
diſquieted all that day. Night came, and lamps were 
lighted up every where, eſpecially in the fineſt apartment 
in the houſe, which was extraordinarily illuminated. 

Chapour ſtaid with me, and every now and then would 
ſay to: me, Have a little patience, they will come pre- 
ſently. At laſt we heard a knocking at the door; the 
eunuch went himſelf to open it, and returned with a lady, 
who no ſooner lifted up her veil, than I knew her to be 
Cale Cairi. 1 was extremely ſurprifed at the ſight of 


ber; for I. thought ſhe had been at Chiras. My Lord 
Haſan, faid ſhe, as much as you are aſtoniſhed to ſee me, 
. you Wills be more when you hear what I am about to tell 
Jou At theſe words Chapour and the ſlaves. withdrew, 


and left us together. We both ſat down on the ſame 
ſofa, and ſhe continued her diſcourſe in this manner: 
You very well remember, my Lord Haſan, that the 
night Zelica made choice of to diſcover herſelf to you, 
ſhe made you a promiſe, when you parted, which ought 
never to be out of your memory. The next day 2 

er 
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her what ſhe reſolved upon, and how ſhe meant to ew 


you the paſſion ſhe had for you. She anſwered, ſhe in- 
tended to make you happy, and to have often private 
meetings with you, whatever danger there was in it. I 
muſt own to you I could by no means approve of her 
reſolution, and did what I could to bring her off from it. 
| repreſented to her, what a madneſs it was for a Princeſs 
of her rank to think of you, and run the hazard of her 
life for the ſake of a page. In a word, I uſed my utmoſt 
endeavour to diſſuade her from doing for you what ſhe in- 
tended; and you ought to pardon me, fince all my argu- 
ments ſerved only to confirm her in her intention. When 
] found I could not prevail over her—Madam, ſaid I, I 
cannot without trembling, repreſent to myſelf the peril 


you are running into; and ſinee nothing can take you from 


our lover, we mult comrive ſome means for you to ſee 
im, without hazarding your own life or his: I know 
one that I doubt not would pleaſe you, but I dare not pro- 
ofe it—it is ſo very extraordinary. 

Tell me what it is, Cale Cairi, ſaid the Princeſs ; what 
means have you thought of? Do not hide it from me.— 
If you make uſe of it, replied I, you muſt reſolve to quit 
the court, and live as if you had been born of the moſt 
vulgar parents; you muſt renounce all the honours due 
to your dignity. Do you love Haſan enough to make 


him ſuch a ſacrifice? Do I love him! replied ſhe with a 


deep ſigh; yes the moſt obſcure condition would pleaſe 
me better with him, than all. the pomp and ſplendour with 
which I am now ſurrounded, Say, — can I ſee him 
without conſtraint? I will do it immediately. Well 
then, ſaid I, I will tell you a method I have thought of, 
fince I find there is no beating you off your purpoſe, I 


know an herb that has a very particular quality ; if vou 
put a leaf of it only in your ear, you will an hour after fall 


into a profound lethargy, and you may very well paſs for 
dead; your funeral will be ſolemnized, and in the night 


I will take you out of your tomb. At theſe words, 1 


interrupted Cale Cairi; Oh Heaven, can it be poſſible 
that the Princeſs Zelica is not dead! What is become of 
her? My Lord, ſays Cale Caiti, ſhe is ſtill living ; but ! 
pray you to hear me; you will know every thing pre- 
tently. My miſtreſs, continued ſhe, embrated me with 


joy, 
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joy ſo well did ihe like the project. But then repreſent- 
ing to herſelf how difficult it would be to put it in exe- 
cution, on account of the funeral ceremonies, the told me 
her objections; which I cafily removed, and ſo we went 
on with our great enterpriſe. 

Zelica complained of a pain in her head, and took to 
her bed. 'The next day I gaye out that ſhe was danger. 
oully ill; the King's phyſician came, was impoſed upon 
by us, and ordered phyfic, of which we made no uſe.— 


The next day the diſtemper increaſed ; and when 1 


thought it time for the Princeſs to expire, I put a leaf of 
the Leſore-mentioned herb into her ear. I ran immedi- 
ately to tel! Schah Tahmaſpe that Zelica was dying, and 


deſwed to ſpeak to bim: be came ęreſenily; and 


oblerving, as the herb worked, that her countenance 
changed every moment, he burſt out into tears. My 
Lord, ſays his daughter, I conjure you, by the tenderneſs 
you have always had for me, to order that my laſt re- 
queſt be exactly fulfilled. I defire, that after I am dead, 


no woman but Cale Cairi may waſh my body, and rub it 


with perfumes; I will not have any other ſlave ſhare that 
honour with her. I defire alſo, that ſhe only may watch. 
me. the firſt night; and that nobody but ſhe be ſuffered to 
mourn. over my tomb. I will alſo, that ſhe only, my moſt 
faithful ſlave, ſhall pray the prophet to aſſiſt me againſt the 
, aſſaults of wicked angels. | 


— —— ſ:.· U — —ä . 


NINETY-FOURTH DAY. 


CHAH TAHMASPE promiſed that every thing 
ſhould be done as his daughter defired it might be, 
and that nobody but I ſhould pay her the laſt ſad offices. 
That is not all, my Lord; ſays the Princeſs; I make it 
my further requeſt, that Cale Cairi be ſet free as ſoon as 
I am dead; and that with her liberty, you will make 
her preſents worthy of yeurſelf, and the fidelity with 
which ſhe has always ſerved me. Daughter, ſays 
Schah Tahmaſpe, be aſſured that whatever you have 
| g | * reque ſted 
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requeſted of me, ſhall be done. If I have the misfortune 
to loſe you, | ſwear to you that your favourite ſhall go 


where ſhe pleaſes, and have as much treaſure as her heart . 


can wiſh, | 
He had ſcarce ſaid theſe words, when the herb pro- 
duced the effect it was uſed for. Zelica died away in ap- 
pearauce; and her father, believing her to be dead, re- 
tired all in tears to his apartment. He ordered that none 
but I ſhould waſh the body, and perfume it; which I did. 
I then 2 it up in white linen, and put it in a coffin 
after which it was carried to the place of its ſepulchre, 
where, by the King's order, I was left alone with it the 
firſt night. I looked about every where, io ſee if no body 
was hid to obſerve me; and finding the coaſt was clear, I 
took my miſtreſs out of the coffin as ſoon as her lethar- 
y was over; which, as had been contrived, was two or 


three hours after the aſſiſtants at the funeral were with- 


drawn. | put on her a robe, which I had under mine; 
| had alſo provided a veil for her, and we went to the 
place where Chapour waited expecting us. That faith- 
ful eunuch carried the Princeſs to a little houſe he had hir- 
ed; and I returned to the tomb, to paſs the reſt of the 
night there. N le | 

made up a bundle to look like a corpſe, covered it 
with the linen cloth Zelica was wrapped up in, and put it 
into the coffin, | | 

The next morning the Princeſs's other ſlaves came to 
ſupply. my place, which I did not leave without making 
thoſe grimaces that generally accompany grief. 'The 
King had an account given him of what tokens of affection 
| had ſhewn, which would have been enough for him to 
have made conſiderable preſents, had he not before pro- 
miſed to do it. He ordered me ten thouſand ſequins, 


and permited me to depart with the eunuch Chapour.— 


After which IJ went to my miltreſs, to rejoice with her 
on the happy ſucceſs of our, ſtratagem. The next day 
we ſent the eunuch to the King's chamber with a billet, 
in which I prayed you to come to us, but one of your 
Zuliſtis ſaid you were indiſpoſed, and could not be ſpoken 
with, We ſent him again three days after, when he was 
informed you had quined the ſeraglio, and nobody knew 
what was become of you. ; | 


I here 
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I I here interrupted Cale Cairi. Ah why, ſaid I, did you 
not acquaint me with your projet? Why did you not 
ſend Chapour to me to tell me? What a world of troubles 


would one word have ſaved me! Would to Heaven, ſaid 


Cale Cairi, interrupting me, we had not kept it from 
you; Zelica might now have lived happily with you in 
ſome country or other. It was not my fault, that you 
have not both enjoyed the felicity you defired. We had 
ſcarce formed our deſign, but Þ was for giving you no- 
tice of it ; but my miſtreſs would not let me. No, no, 
ſaid ſhe, we muſt let him know what it is to loſe me; he 
will be the more overjoyed to find me again; and his 
ſurpriſe will be the more pleaſant to him, the more the 
thought of my death ſhall torment him. | 

did not like her fond way ef arguing— l was doubtful 
of the ill conſequences that our keeping the ſecret from 
you might occaſion ; and Zelica has heartily repented it. 
I canner expreſs to you how much fhe was afflicted at 
your leaving Chiras. Ah! what a wretch am I! would 
ſhe cry every minute. What am I the better for having 
facrificed every thing to love, if I for ever muſt be de- 
prived of Haſan? We had ſearch made for you all over 
the city; Chapour omitted nothing to find you; and 
when we loſt a manner of hopes of it, we deparied from 
Chiras. We took our way towards the Indus, imagin- 
ing you might perhaps have taken that courſe yourkalf. 
We Ropped in all the cities on that river, ſearching every 
where for you, but to no purpoſe. As we were one day 
travelling from one city to another, though we were with 
a caravan, we were ſurrounded by a numerous band of 
robbers, who beat the merchants, and plundered them of 
their merchandise; they alſo robbed us of our gold and 
jewels, carried us to Candahar, and fold us to a ſlave- 
merchant of their acquaintance, | 

The merchant had no ſooner got Zelica into his hands, 
than he reſolved to ſhew her to the King of Candahar. 
Firouzchah was charmed at the fight of her; he afked 
her of what country ſhe was ? She ſaid of Ormus. The 
ſame invented anfwers ſhe returned to all his queſtions.— 
le bought us, placed us in the palace of his women, and 

allotted us the fineſt apartment, ö 


NINETY- 
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NINE TV- FIFTH DAY. 


H Cale Cairi left off ſpeaking, or rather I inter- 
rupted her, crying out, O Heaven ! ought Fto re- 
joice at my meeting with Zelica again? What do I ſay * 
Is it to find her again, to hear a mighty King has nut 
her up in his ſeraglio? If ſhe does not comply with 
Firouzchah's paſſion, and leads a miſerable life chere, 
what an affliction will it be to ſee her ſuffer ? If ſhe ſhould 
be contented with her condition, can I be fo with mine? 
I am glad, ſays Cale Cairi, that your ſentiments are ſo 
delicate; the Princeſs deſerves your delicacy. Though 
the King of Candahar paſſionately loves her, ſhe has not 
been able to forget you; and never could any one rejoice: 
more than ſhe did yeſterday, when Chapour told her he 
had met with you; ſhe” was almoſt out of her: ſenſes the 
reſt of the day. She ordered the eunuch- immediately to 
hire a houſe ready furniſhed, and to fee you. wanted 
for nothing. I am now come from her to inform you 
of every thing, and prepare you. for your meeting. 'To- 
morrow night. we ſha!l come out of the palace to this 
houſe, and enter by a little door in the gardon, to 
which we have got a key made to uſe upon occaſion.—-. 
As theſe. words, the favourite flave* of the Princeſs of 
Perſia role, and accompanied by Chapour, returned to- 
her miſtreſs. | Bs $4 I | 
I did nothing all night but think of Zelica. My love 
revived with as great violence as ever. I could not ſleep 
a wink; and the next day ſeemed an age to me. At laſt, 
having paſſed it in the utmoſt impatience, I heard a. 
knocking at my gate; my ſlaves opened it, and ſoon 
after I ſaw my Princeſs enter my apartment. What 
emotion, what - tranſport did the fight of her occafion in 
me! and what joy was it to her to ſee me! I threw 
myſelf at her feet; Lembraced ber knees a long time, 
without being able to ſpeak a word to her. She obliged 
me to riſe, and to fit down by her on a fola. Haſan, ſaid 
N 3 * 
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ſhe, I thank Heaven we are met again. Let us hope 
that its goodneſs will not ſtop here, and that it will re- 
move the new obſtacle that hinders our being together.— 
In expectation of that happy time, you ſhall live here 
quietly and plentifully, If we have not the pleaſure of 
converfing with one another as freely as we would, we 
ſhall at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of hearing from each 


Other ever day, and ſometimes to ſee one another in. 


Private. Cale Cairi has told you my adventures, con- 
tinued ſhe; do you now tell me yours. I then ſet forth 
the trouble I had been in, imagining ſhe was dead, in the 
moſt lively colours, telling her my grief was ſuch, that I 
entered myſelf. among the Faquirs. Ah! my dear 
Haſar, cries Zelica, have you for my ſake lived ſo long 
with peo le of ſo much auſterity ! Alas? I have been the 
cauſe of your having endured a great deal, If ſhe had 
known what a life 1 led under that religious habit, ſhe 
would not have pitied me ſo much: I took care. to let her 
know nothing of the matter, and talked to her as paſ- 
fcnate]y as I could. How faſt did the moments of our 
converſation fly! Though it laſted three hours, we were 
vexed at Chapour and Cale Cairi when they cane to give 
us notice that we mutt part. Ah how troubleſome, ſaid 
we, are people who are not in love! we have not been 
above a moment together: let us ſtay a little longer.— 
Howeyer, as ſhort as our conference was, if it had continu- 
ed but a few other moments, the day would have ſur- 
priſed us; for it appeared preſently after the Princeſs was 

withdrawn. | i 
As pleaſantly as my thoughts were taken up, I did not 
forget the Faquir wich whom I came to Candahar; and 
not doubting but he would be very uneaſy to know what 
was become of me, I went out of my hcuſe the rext day 
to fee for him. I met him by chance in the ſtreets; we 
embraced each other. My friend, ſaid I, I was coming 
10 your carayanſerail, to tell yon what has happened to 
me, and ſet your mind at eaſe on that ſcore ;, I doubt net 
you have been under ſome concern. Yes, ſays he, I have 
Feen in pain for you. But what a change is here? How 
finely you are {ct off; you look as if you had met with 
ſome good fortune, While | have been afflicting myſelf 
for fear of u hat was become of you, I perceive you have 
| been 
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been paſſing your time very agreeably. TI have ſo, my 
dear friend, replied I; and | ownto thee, I am ſtill ten 
thouſand times happier thare thou canſt imagine, I will 
have thee be a witneſs of my happineſs, and thou ſhalt 
thyſelf be the better for it. Leave thy caravanſerail, and 
come and lodge with me. Having {gid this, I conducted 
him to my houſe ; I ſhewed him all the apartments. He 
ſaid they were fine, and well furniſhed ; crying out every 
moment, Good God! what has Haſan: done more than 
others, that you ſhould ſhower down ſo many benefits 
upon him? What, Faquir, are you forry, ſaid I, to ſee 
me in ſuch a condition? You ſeem troubled at my pro- 
ſperity; No, replied he, I on the contrary, rejoice very 
much at it: I am ſo far from envying the felicuy of my 
friends, F am cverjoyed when I ſee: them ouriſh, Saying 
this, he-embraced me, to ſhew that he ſpoke his mind. 
I thought him ſincere, and that he ated honeſtly ; I had 
no diftrult of him; and thus put myſelf into the power of 
one of the moſt envious and perfidious raſcals upon earth, 
Come, faid I, we muſt be merry together day; ſo taking 
him Ly the hand, I led him into a hall, where my Caves 
had ſpread a table for us. 


NINETY-SIXTt DAY. 


E both fat down to it: ſeveral plates of rice of dif- 

ferent colours were brought us, with dates pre- 

ſerved in ſyrup. We had other diſhes; and then | ſent 
one of my flaves to a place in the city, where I knew 
they ſold wine privately. He brought me ſome that was 
excellent, and we drank of it ſo freely, we durſt not ap- 


pear in'public; if we had, we ſhould not have come off 


with impunity. a 
When we began to grow a little warm, the Faquir 
{aid to me, Tell me, Haſan, all thy adventures; diſcover to 
me the whole myſtery of it; thou art ſafe in me; I can 
keep a ſecret ; and beſides I love thee too well to do thee 
a miſchief by revealing it. Thou canſt not have any 
Cifidence in me without doing me an injury. Come, 
| unboſom 
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unbeſom thyſelf to me; inform me of all the good for- 
tune that has happened to the, that we may rejoice over 
it together, Thou knoweſt Fcan give thee good advice, 
and that a friend that can adviſe well; is of great uſe 
ſometimes, 7 | 
The wine being got into my head, and tempied by his 
profeſſions of friendſhip, I yielded to his importunity; 
and ſaid, I am perſuaded thou art not capable of abuſing 
the confidence I have in thee; fo I will hide nothing 
from thee. Thou mayeſt remember, when thou met me 
firſt, I was very melancholy; I had juſt then loft a lady at 
Chiras, whom 1 loved, and by whom I was beloved. — 
1 thought her dead, and ſhe has been alive all the 
while, I have found her. again at Candahar; and to 
tell thee the whole truth, ſhe is a favourite of King Fi- 
rouzchah. 8 4 

The Faquir ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed at what I ſaid.— 
Haſan, replied he, thou giveſt me a charming idea of 
that lady; ſhe muſt needs be a wonderful beauty, fince 
the King of Candahar is ſo charmed with her. Yes, 
faid I, ſhe is more lovely than a lover himſelf can paint 
to thee. Love cannot flatter her in her picture. She 
will be ſure to be here preſently ; thou ſhalt fee her; thy 
. own eyes ſhall judge of her charms. At thefe words 
the Faquir embraced me wich tranſport, ſaying, I ſheuld 
do him the greatef pleaſure in the world if I performed 


my promife. I repeated the aſſurances J had given bim. 


We then roſe from the table to take our reſt, one of my 


ſlayes conducting my friend to a chamber that had been 


prepared for him. | | 
The next morning Chapour brought me a billet from 
Zelica, in which ſhe ſaid, ſhe would come the following 
night to have a merry meeting with me. I ſhewed the 
Faquir the letter, with which he appeared to be infinitely 
leaſed. He did nothipg all day but talk to me of the 
ady, whoſe beauty I had bragged ſo much of; and was 
ümpatient till night came, as if he had had the ſame rea- 
Ions as I to deſire it. In the mean time I prepared every 
ing for che reception of Zelica ; I ſent about the city 
te buy the beſt meats and the moſt excellent wines; and 
"mot a ſtore of that particularly which had ſo pleaſed us 
die day before. When the time was drawing near, I told 
|; ; N the 
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the Faquir chat it was not proper he ſnould be ſeen in my 


apartment when the _ came ; ſhe might perhaps take- 


it ill ; but that he ſhould leave it to me to get her 'per- 


miſſion, that he might, as my friend, be one of the com- 
pany ; I am ſure, ſaid I, I ſhall obtain it. Soon after 
we heard a knocking at the door; I ſuppoſed it was the 
Princeſs. *The Faquir hid himſelf in a cloſet. I went 


to wait u elica : ſhe gave me her hand; and hav! 

led her to my apartment, I ſaid, My Princeſs, I have a 
favour to beg of you; the Faquir who came with me 
to Candahar, lodges in my houſe; I have given him 


an apartment in it. He is my friend; will you permit 


him to be of our company ? Haſan, replied ſhe, you do 
not conſider what you aſk of me: Inſtead of expoſing 
me to the fight of men, you ſhould conceal me as paws 
as poſſible. Madam, fays I, he is a diſcreet man, and I 
know he is my friend. I will anſwer for it, you ſhall 


have no reaſon to repent you have complied with my re- 


queſt in this. I can refuſe you nothing, replied Zelica ; 
but my mind miſgives me that we ſhall both be ſorry for 
it. Never fear it, my Princeſs, ſaid I, take my word, 
and do hot let any concern on that account diſturb the 
pleaſure I have in ſeeing you. I then went and called 
the Faquir, and preſented him to Zelica. To pleaſe me 
ſhe was very civil to him; and after- compliments on 
both ſides, we all three ſat down to table together with 
Cale Cairi. My comrade was about thirty years old 
he had a great deal of wit. He ſoon gave the ladies to 
underftand by his ſallies and jeſts, that he was no enem 

to pleaſure ; or rather, that he was a ſcandal to his habit. 
When we had eat as much as we thought fit, we called 
for wine. The ſlaves ſerved it to us in agate cups.—The 
Faquir did not let it ſtand empty long; he every minute 
called for it, and drank himſelf into a fine pickle. He 


naturally was not over modeſt; the wine inflamed his 


brains and his tongue. He obſerved no meaſures of de- 
cency : he was not content to affront the ladies by impu- 
dent talk; he flung his arms about the Princeſs of Perſia's 
neck, and inſolently took a kiſs. | 
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NINETY-SEVENTH DAY. 


ELICA was highly offended at his boldneſs; and 
her anger gave her ſtrength enough to puſh him 
trom her. Hold there, firrah, ſays ſhe, and do not abuſe 
the kindneſs that is ſhewn you, in ſuffering you to be here, 
Thou deſerveſt that J ſhould order ſome of the flaves in 
this houſe to chaſtiſe thee ; but L forbear it out of reſpect 
to thy friend. Having ald this, ſhe took up her veil, 
put it over her face, and «ent out of my apartment. I 
ran afier to beg her pardon for what had happened. I 
endeayoured in vain to appeaſe her; me was 100 much 
irritated. - You ſee now, {aid ſhe to me, whether or not 
you were in the right in bringing he Faquir among us, 
It was not without reaſon that I was againſt it. I will 
not ſet foot in your houſe as long as he lodges here: At 
theſe words ſhe went away; and whatever I could ſay, it 
could not ſtop her. | 

I returned to my friend in my apartment; Ah, ſaid J, 
what have you done! Qught you to have ſhewn no more 
refpe& to the favourite of Firouzchan ? You have by your 
indiſcretion made her hate you; and perhaps ſhe wiil 
never forgive me, that I prefſed her to admit you into our 
company. Do not trouble yourſelf, replied he; you do 
not know what creatures women are, ii you really be- 
heve this woman was angry: ÞIl warrant you ſhe was at 
the bottom rather pleaſed. There are no ladies which 
are offended at ſuch indiſcretions; her pretended wrath 
was all affected. Why do you think fhe ſeemed to be 
dif} leafed with my boldneſs? It was becauſe you were 
by ; if I had been alone with her, L doubt not I ſhould 
have found her more gentle. 

I ſaw by his talk that the wine was in his head ſtill, 
and it was to no purpoſe to word it with him. I hoped 
the next day he would be in a better diſpoſition, and ac- 
knowledge his fault. I ordered one of my ſlaves to carry 
him to his apartment, and ſtaid myleit in my own, re- 


icing not much to my eaſe on what had paſſed, I did 
| not 
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not ſleep much that night; and che next day the Faquir 
ſeemed to change his tone. He expreſſed himſelf to be 
very ſorry for having put me ſo out of humour; and to 
puniſh himſelf for his indiſcretion, he reſolved to go far 
irom Candahar. He ſpoke with ſo much concern, that 
it touched me. I wrote immediately to the Princeſs that 
our Faquir was mightily troubled at his rudeneſs, and 
that we both moſt humbly begged. ſhe would forgive the 
wine that had been the occaſion of it. 

As I had done writing, Chapour came in. He told me 
his miſtreſs was ſtill very much irritated, I gave him my 
letter; he carried it immediately, and returned ſome 
hours after with an anſwer. Zelica wrote me, that the, 'Y 
was very willing to excuſe the Faquir, ſince ] aſſured her 
ef his repentance ; but it muſt be upon condition that he 
ſtaid no longer at my houſe, and left Candahar in four- 
and-twenty hours. I ſhewed the favourite of Firouz- 
chah's billet to my friend; who told me, before Chapour, 
that his ſentiments were exactly the lame with the lady's ; 
that he durſt not look her in che face after the rude ac- 
tion he had been guilty of, and would that hour leave 
Candahar. The eunuch returned to the palace to give 
Zelica an account of the Faquir's diſpoſition to obey 
her, 

I rejoiced that a calm was likely ſo ſoon to ſucceed the 
form that had ſo frightened me; yet, I muſt own, I was 
ſorry to loſe my friend. I would needs keep him that 
day, You ſhall ſtay, ſays I, till to-morrow; I will 
ſpend this day with you as merrily as. we have done 
others: it may be, we may never ſee one another more. 
Since we mult part, let us awhile put off the ſad mo- 
ment of our ſeparation. The better to take my farewel 
of him, ] ordered a great ſupper: when it was ready, we 
{at down to table. We had eat pretty well, when Cha- 
jour entered with a golden plate, in which there was a- 
ragout. My Lord Haſan, ſays he, I bring you a ragout 
that has been juſt ſerved up to the King's table; his 
Majeſty thought it ſo delicious, that he ſent it immediately 
to his favourite, who ſends it to you. We ate up the 
ragout, and found it to be indeed excellent. The Fa- 
quir, while we were at ſupper, never gave over admiring 
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my happineſs, and cried out twenty times, Ah young man, 
how charming is thy fortune ! | 

Me drank all night; and as ſoon as day broke, my 
friend faid, it is now time to leave you. I then fetched a 
purſe full of fequins, which Chapour had brought me the 
day before from his miſtreſs. I gave it to the Faquir, ſay- 
ing, Take it; it will be ſerviceable to you upon occaſion. 
He thanked me; we embraced, and he departed. I was 
very much troubled at his going : Ah, my too imprudent 
friend, ſaid I, it was thy own fault that we are forced io pari; 
thou ought to have been contented with ſeeing Zelica, 

and to have rejoiced at the ſight of ſo much beauty. 
Being tired with fitting up, Flay down on a ſofa and fell 
aſleep; ſome hours after I awoke at a great noiſe which! 
mars in my houſe. I roſe to ſee what was the matter, 
and, to my great terror, perceived it was ſome ſoldiers of 
Firouzchah's guard, Follow me, ſaid the officer who 
commanded them; we have orders to conduct you to the 
palace. TI replied, What crime have I committed? what 
am I accufed of? We do not know that, ſays the officer, 
we are only ordered to bring you before the King. We 
are ignorant of the cauſe ; but, for your encouragement, 
can tell you, that if you are innocent, you have no reaſon 
10 fear. You have to do with a very juſt Prince who does 
not lightly condemn perſons accuſed of having committed 
acrime; there muft be convincing proofs before he will 
- pronounce the fatal ſentence. Indeed he puniſhes the guil- 
ty ſeverely :* if you are ſo, I pity you. 

] followed the officer to the ſeraglio, ſaying to myſelf, 
Without doubt Firouzchah has diſcovered my corre- 
ſponding with Zelica; but how could he learn it? When 
we came to the court of the palace, I obſerved there were 
four gibbets ſet up; I imagined I was concerned in the 
matter, and that that kind of death was the leaſt puniſh- 
ment I could expect from Firouzchah's reſentment. 1 
lifted up my eyes to heaven, and prayed that it would at 
leaſt ſave the Princeſs of Perſia. . 


NINE TV- 
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NINETY-EIGHTH DAY, 


E entered the ſeraglio: the officer who conducted 
me carried me to the King's apartment, where 
was that Prince, with his great Vizier only, and the 
Faquir, whom I took to be far off from Candahar by 
that time. As ſoon as I faw that traitorous friend of 
mine, I doubted no more of his treaſon, Is it thou then, 
ſays Firouzchah to me, who haſt had the boldneſs to 
have private meetings with my favourne ? thou muſt be 
a rare rogue to have the impudence to make me thy con- 
tempt, Speak, and anſwer preciſely to what I am about 
to aſk thee, When thou cameſt to Candahar, wert not 
thou told that I puniſhed crminals ſeverely ? I anſwered, 
Yes, Since, therefore, * be, thou hadſt warning of 
my juſt ſeverity, why haſt thou commiited the greateſt 
of all crimes? Sir, ſaid I, may your Majeſty's lite con- 
tinue to the end of time! but you know that love makes 
even the dove bold. A man whom a violent paſſion has 
enchanted, is afraid of nothing; I am ready be the 
victim of your juſt wrath ; I ſhall not complain of the 
_ cruelty of the torments you put me to, if you will ſpare 
your favourite ſlave, Alas! ſhe lived quietly in your 
ſeraglio before my arrival, and contented with making a 
great King happy. She began to forget a miſerable 
lover, whom ſhe thought ſhe ſhould ſee no more ; ſhe 
underftood that I was in this city; her firſt fires rekin- 
dled. It is I that came to diſturb your paſfion, it is only 
I that you ought to puniſh. 
While I was talking thus, Zelica, whom the King had 
ſent for, came in, followed by Chapour and Cale Cain : 
having heard my laſt words, ſhe ran and threw herſelf at 
Firouzchah's feet. Pardon, my Lord, fays ſhe, this 
young man; it is on the guilty ſlave who has betrayed 
you that your wrath ought to fall. Ah, traitors! cried 
the King, expect no favour either of you; you ſhall all 
periſh» 
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periſh. Ah, ye ingrate! ſhe begs mercy only for the 
wretch that has offended me, and he ſeems concerned for 
nothing but the loſs of what he loves. Dare they ſhew 
amorous rage before me? what inſolence is this? Visier, 
ſaid he, turning to his miniſter, ſee them carried to exe- 
cution ; let them be tied to the gibhets, and become, when 
they are dead, a prey to dogs and birds. 

Hold, Sir, cried I; take care how you treat a King's 
daughter with ſo much ignomy, and let your furious jea- 
Jouſy reſpect the auguſt blood that flows in her veins.— 
At theſe words Firouzchah' ſeemed aſtoniſhed To what 
Prince, ſays he to Zelica, do you owe your birth? The 
Princeſs looked on me very fiercely, ſay ing, Indiſcreet 


Haſan, why have vou diſcovered what TI would have hid 


eyen to myſelf? My comfort was, that, when I had 
died, they ſhould not know the rank of which I was 
born; by revealing it, you cover me wi.h ſhame. Well, 
Firouzchah, continued ſhe, addreſſin g herſelf to the King 
of Candabar, know then who I am. The ſlave whom 
thou condemneſt to an infamous death, is the daughter of 
Schah Tahmaſpe. After that ſhe told him her whole ſto- 
ry, not forgetting the leaſt circumflance. | 

After ſhe” had done telling him her adventures, at 


which the King was ſtill more aftoniſhed. Thus, my 


Lord, have you come at the knowledge of a ſecret which 
I did not intend to reveal to you, but was forced to do it 
by the indiſcretion of my lover only. Having confeſſed 
Jo much to you, I pray you to order that | may be im- 
mediately put to death; it is all the favour I beg of your 

Majeſty. | | | | 
Madam, ſays the King, I repeal the ſentence of your 
death; I am too juſt not to forgive your infidelyy. 
What you have told me, makes me look upon it wit 
another eye; I complain of you no longer, and even 
reſtore you to your liberty. Live you for Haſan, and 
may the happy Haſſan live for you; I alſo give life and 
liberty to Chapour and your confidante, Go, perfect 
lovers, go paſs the reſt of your lives together, and may 
nothing ſtop the courſe of your pleaſures! As for thou, 
traitor, continued he, turning to the Faquir, thou ſhalt 
be puniſhed for thy treaſon ; baſe and envious 5 
tow 
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thou couldſt not endure the happineſs of thy friend, and 
art come here to deliver thyſelf up to my vengeance.— * 
Ah, wreteh ! It is thou that ſhalt be the victim to my 
jealouſy, At theſe words he ordered the Grand Vizier 
to carry the Faquir, and put him into the hands of the 
hangman. | | 
While that rogue was led to execution, Zelica and I 
threw ourſelves at the King of Cavdahar's feet; we 
moiſtened them with tears, in the tranſports of gratitude 
and joy with which we were then animated; in fine, we 
aſſured him that, ſenſible of his generons goodneſs, we 
ſhould keep an eternal remembrance of it in our minds. 
We then went out of his apartment with Chapour and 
Cale Cairtz we repaired to the houſe that had been 
hired for me, but we found it levelled with the ground. 
The King had commanded it to be razed, and the ſoldiers 
who had received that command, executed it ſo readily, 
that it was demoliſhed, and the materials removed when, 
we returned to it; there was not one ſtone left ſtanding 
upon another. The crowd lent a helping hand, and the 
moveables were all plundered, | 


NINETY-NINTH DAY. 
JOHOUGH the Princeſs and rejoiced to find ours: 


ſelves together, though we loved one another en- 
rely, yet we could not help being ſtartled at that fight.” 
The houſe, it is true, was a hired one, ready furniſhed, 
and the furniture conſequently did not m_ to us; but 
Zelica had, by Chapour, ſent abundance of rich goods 
there, that had not been ſpared. We had little money, 
and held council with the eunuch and Cale Cairi what we 
ſhould do. After à long deliberation, we came to a re- 
ſolution to take up our lodgings in a caravanſerail. 

Juſt as we were going there, an officer of the King's 
houſehold came to us, and told us the King his maſter had 
ſent him to offer us a lodging; that the grand Vizier had 
a houſe without one of the city gates, much better 8 

at 
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that which had been razed ; that we ſhould be more com- 
modiouſly lodged there, and he would, if we pleaſed, con- 
duct us. We followed him, and he led us to a houſe that 
looked very fine, and was perfectly well built. The in- 
. fide anſwered the outfide; every thing was magnificent. 
There. were twenty ſlaves who told us their maſter bad 
ordered them to ſupply us with every thing we wanted, 
and to ſerve us as long as we ſtaid there. 

Two days after we were viſited by the Grand Vizier, 
who brought us a preſent from the King, of ſeveral packs 
of filk and linen, with twenty purſes, in each of which 


' were a thouſand ſequins of gold. However, thinking 


. - ourſelves under a fort of confinement in a borrowed houſe, 
and the King's preſents having enabled us to ſettle our- 
ſelves elſewhere, we joined a great caravan of Candahars, 
who were bound for Bagdad, and arrived there happily 
with them. 

We took up our lodgings at my houſe, where we 
ſpent ſome time in 2 ourſelves — the fatigue of ſo 
long a journey. After that I appeared in the city, and 
looked out my friends; they were amazed to ſee me 

ain, Is it poſſible that you ſhould be till alive, ſaid 
they; your partners are returned, and aſſured us you 
'Wweredead. As ſoon as I underſtood my jewellers were 
at Bagdad, I ran to the grand Vizier, threw myſelf at his 
feet, and told him how I had been ſerved by them. He 
preſenily ordered them both to be taken into cuſtody, 
and commanded me to examine them in his preſence, — 
Is it not true, ſaid I, that I awoke while you had me in 
your arms, that I aſked you what you were doing, and, 
without ſaying a word, you threw me into the ſea. 
through one of the ſhip's port holes? They replied, 
2 it, and that I myſelf fell into the fea in my 

—_— p 

Well, Sirs, fays the Vizier, how came it that you 
. ſeemed not to know him at Ormus? They. anſwered 
they never ſaw me at Ormus. What is that you ſay? 
replied he, looking on them with a threatening counte- 
nance ; I will ſhew a certificate of the Cady of Ormus 
that ſhall prove the contrary. At theſe words, which 
the Vizier ſaid to frighten them, my two partners 

| trembled, 
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trembled, and turned pale. You change colour, ſaid he; 
come, come, confeſs the crime, and do not force me to 
compel you to do it by the rack. 

They then confeſſed all; and upon their confeſſion 
were impriſoned, till the Calif, who they ſaid would take 
cognizance of this affair himſelf, ſhould order what death 
they ſhould be put to; but they found means to deceive 
their keepers, or rather to corrupt them ; they made their 
eſcape out of pee, and concealed themſelves ſo well at 
Bagdad, that whatever ſearch the Grand Vizier could make 
for them there was no diſcovering them. In the mean- 
time all their goods were ſeized, and the Calif took poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, except a ſmall part which was given to 
me, to make me amends for the damages I had ſuffered 
by their robbing me. After that I thought of nothing 
but leading a quiet life with my Princeſs ; we lived very 
lovingly and happily, and all my prayers to heaven were, 
that I might live as I then did all the reſt of my life. 
Vain wiſhes ! can mankind be along time happy? Will 
not ſorrows and cares inceſſantly Kaurb their repoſe ? 
One evening as I returned from diverting myſeif with 
ſome of my friends, I knocked at my gate a long while, 
and nobody anſwered ; I was ſurpriſed at it, and, I knew 
not why, began to have ſome foreboding thoughts of 
miſchief. I knocked again and again; not a ſlave was 
ſtirring. My aſtoniſhment increaſed. What can I think 
of this? ſaid I to myſelf; there certainly has happened 
ſome new misfortunes to me. The neighbours, hearin 
ſuch a noiſe, came out, and were as much aſtoniſhed as 
myſelf that my ſervants did not anſwer. 'They helped 
to break open the gate; we went in, and found all my 
ſaves with their throats cut, in the court and the outward 


hall. We went to Zelica's apartment; and, O dreadful 


fight ! faw Chapour and Cale Cairi lie dead and welter- 
ing in their blood. I called my Princeſs; ſhe made me 
no reply: I ſearched all the houſe over, and could ſee 
nobody. Not able to bear my misfortunes, I fell into a 
ſwoon in my neighbour's arms. Happy had I been if the 
angel of death had took me that moment: but no, it was 


the will of heaven that I ſhould live to ſee all the horror 
of my deſtiny. 


HUNDREDTH 
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HUNDREDTH DAY. 


IX THEN, my neighbours had brought me to life again 
by their cruel kindneſs, I aſked how it was poſſible 
- ſuch a great ſlaughter ſhould be made in my houſe with- 
out their hearing i leaſt noiſe. 'They told me they heard 
nothing, and were as much ſurpriſed as I.—I ran pre- 
ſently to the Cady, who ſent the Nayb and his Aſas back 
wich me; but all their ſearch was to no purpoſe, and 
every one made his own conjectures on this tragical 
event. | 1 8 
As for my part, I thought, and ſo did a great many 
more, that my partners might be the authors of it; and 
was ſo afflicted at it that I fell fick. . | was ill ſeveral 
months, and in a languiſhing condition; at laſt I ſold 
my houſe at Bagdad, and went with what I had left, to 
live at Mouſſel. I removed thither, becauſe I had a rela- 
tion there, whom I loved very well, and who was very 
reat with the King of Mouſſel's Grand Vizier. My 
an received me very kindly; and in a little time ] 
became acquainted with that miniſter, who, obſerving 
that I had a genius for buſineſs, found me employment. 
I did my utmoſt to diſcharge myſelf well in whatever he 
Put me upon, and had the good fortune to ſucceed. He 
grew every day more and more to have an opinion of me; 
I by degrees gained his confidence, and inſenſibly came 
to have a part in the moſt ſecret affairs of ſtate; I ſoon 
helped to eaſe him of the burthen of them. Some years 
after this that miniſter died; and the King, perhaps, too 
much prejudiced in favour of me, gave me his place. I 
ſupplied it for two years, to the content both of the King 
and his people; inſomuch, that that Monarch, to ſhew 
how well ſatisfied he was with my miniſtry, gave me the 
name of Atalmulc. Soon after enyy roſe up againſt me; 
ſome great Lords became my ſecret enemies, and reſolved 
to ruin me. The better to come at their ends, they ren- 
dered me ſuſpected to the Prince of Mouſſe] ; who, in- 
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fluenced by. their miſrepreſentations of me, demanded 
my depoſition of his father. . The King at firſt would not 
conſent to it; but, in the end, he could not refiſt the preſ- 
ſing inſtances of his fon. I left Mouſſel, and came io Da- | 
maſcus, where I ſoon had the honour to be preſented to | 
your Majeſty. : h 

This, Sir, is the hiſtory of my life, and the cauſe of that 
profound forrow with which I always appear to be over- 
whelmed. The loſs of Zelica is ſtill preſent to my mind, 
and renders me inſenfible of joy. It I was certain that 
Princeſs was dead, I might perhaps, loſe the remembrance 
of her, as I did before; but the uncertainty J am in as to 


her fate, ever brings her freſh into my memory, and nou- 
riſhes my grief. | 


— ⏑⏑ . 


. 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF KING 
BEDREDDIN LOLO, 


HEN the Vizier Atalmule had done telling his 
Y Y adventures, the King ſaid, I am not ſurpriſed that 
you are ſo forrowful—you have juſt grounds for it; but 
every body has not, like you, loſt a Princeſs; and you are 
in the wrong to think that among all mankind there is 
not one who is perfectly contented. You are in a great 
error; and, without mentioning others, am fatisfied Prince 
Sey fel Mulouk, my favourite, thinks himſelf entirely hap- 
Py. IT cannot tell, my Lord, replied Atalmulc; though 
he appears to be happy, I dare not affirm that he is really 
ſo. Well, ſays the King, I ſhall convince you of that pre- 
ſently. He then called the Captain of his guards, and 
ordered him to ſee for the Prince Seyfel Mulouk. 

The Captain of the guards did as he was ordered; the 
favourite came to the King his maſter's apartment, who 
| {aid to him, Prince, I weuid know whether you are con- 
; tented with your deſtiny. Ah, my Lord, replied the 
| favourite, can your Majeſty put that queſtion to me? 


Though Jam a ſtranger, I am reſpected in the city of 
Damaicus, 
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Damaſcus. 'The great Lords make their court to me; I 
am the channel through which all favours paſs; in a 
ward, you love me; how can I fail of being happy ? 
It imports me, replies the King, that you tell me the 
truth. Atalmulc maintains that there no is man happy.— 
I think, on the contrary, that you are fo; tell me if I am 
"deceived, and if any hidden ſorrow ſpoils the pleafure of 
the fortune that I have made you? Speak your mind.— 
My Lord, replied Seyfel Mulouk, ſince your Majeſty 
commands me to do it, I muſt tell you that, notwithſtand- 
ing all your goodneſs to me, notwithſtanding the plea- 
ſures that I am ſurrounded. with, of which your court is 
always full, I have a ſecret diſquiet which diſturbs the 
repoſe of. my life. I have a worm in my breaſt that in- 
ceſſantly gnaws it; and what adds ſtill to my miſery, it is 
without remedy. a 

The King of Damaſcus was ſurpriſed to hear his favou- 
rite talk ſo, and thought that he had alſo had ſome Princes 
taken from him. Tell me, ſays he, your ſtory ; I doubt 
net there is ſome lady in the caſe, and am very much de- 
ceived if your chagrin is not of the ſame kind with Atal- 
mulc's. Then Bedreddin's favourite gave him the fol- 
lowing account of his adventures. 


THE HISTORY OF PRINCE SEYFEL MULO UE. 


HAVE already had the honour to tell your Majeſty I 
am the ſon of Aſem Ben Sefouan, Sultan of Egypt, 
and the brother of that Prince that ſucceeded him.— 
When I was in my fixteenth year, I by chance found the 
door of my father's treaſury open. I entered it, and look- 
ed about me very attentively on thoſe things that ſeemed 
rare to me; I particularly was mightily taken with a lit- 
tle cedar cheſt ſet with pearls, diamonds, emeralds, and 
topazes; it opened with a little gold key that was in the 
Jock. I openedit, and percevied a ring of wonderful beau- 
ty, wich a little gold box, in which Maus A woman's pic- 
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The features of it were ſo regular, the GD 


the air ſo charming, that [ thought ar firſt it was a picture 

drawn for pleaſure only. The works of nature, cried I, 

are not ſo perfect. What honour does this do to the pencil 

that drew it. I admire the painter's fancy, and an imagi- 
nation that could form fo fine an idea. 


\ 


HUNDRED AND FIRST DAY. 


COULD not take my eyes off from this picture; and 
1 what is more ſtrange than all the reſt is, that I fell in 
love with it. I thought it might perhaps be the portrait 
of ſome living Princeſs; and the more I grew in love 
with it, the more did J fatter myſelf it was ſo. I ſhut the 
box, and put it in my pocket with the ring, which I had 
alſo a mind to ſteal, I went our of the treaſury. | 

T had a confidant called Sted; he was a ſon of a great 
Lord of Cairo, I loved him. He was a few years older 
than I, I told him my adventure ; he aſked to fee the 
piture—1 gave it him, He took it out of the box to ſee 
whether there was not ſomething written on the back of it 
that might inform us what I longed ſo much to know, I 
mean the name of the perſon who was painted there, We 
perceived in the infide of the box theſe words, in Ara- 
bick characters, done round it, Bedi al Jemal, daughter 
of King Chahbal, 

{ was charmed with this diſcovery, and tranſported 
that I did not love an imaginary object. I defired my 
confidant to enquire out this King Chahbal, and where he _ 
reigned, Saed had recourſe) to the moſt cunning men of 
Cairo, but nobody could tell him; ſo that T refolved to- 
travel over all the world but J would find him out, and 
never ſee Egypt again till I had ſeen Bedi a] Jemal. I 
prayed the Sultan, my father, to let me go to the court of 
the Calaf of Bagdad, to have a fight of the wonders ro be 
ſeen there, which I heard much talk of. He conſented to 
t; and as I intended to travel incogntio, I did not take a 
great train with me: I had nobody but Saed and ſome 
laves, whoſe zeal J had made proof of. 4 

J ſoon put the fine ring I had taken out of the box on 
my finger, and did nothing all the way but talk with my 
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confident of the Princeſs Bedi al Jemal, whoſe picture 
was never out of my hands. When I arrived at Bagdad, 


and had ſeen all the curiofities in that city, I demanded 


of the learned whether they could not tell me in what 
part of the world one might find the territories of King 


| Chahbal. They replied they could not; bur if it was of 


importance to me to know it, I] need only be at the trouble 
to go to Baſra, where lived an old man of an hundred 
threeſcore and ten years of age, called Padmanaba, who 


was Ignorant of nothing, and without doubt could ſatisfy 


my curioſity. 
I did not ſtay long after that at Bagdad; I went to Baſra, 


and found out the old. mar, who, as old as he was, had 


F 


ſtill a great deal of vigour, My fon, ſaid he, ſmiling, 


what ſervice can |] do you? Fazher, replied I, 1 would 
know where King Cbahbal reigns; it is of the laſt con- 
ſequence to me. I conſulted ſome learned men at Bagdad, 
and they could give me no manner of light in the matter; 
they told me, however, I might inform myſelf by you both 
of that King and his kingdom. The old man anſwered, 
Son, the learned men to whom . you applied yourſelf take 
me to be leſs ignorant than I am. I do-not know exactly 
whereabout King Chahbal's territories lie; I only remem- 
ber to have heard ſome travellers ſpeak of him. If I am not 
miſtaken, King Chahbal reigned in an iſland near that of Se- 
rendib ; but it is a conjecture only, and I may be miſtaken, 
I thanked Padmanaba for having at leaſt fixed a place 
where I hoped I might know more-of the buſineſs I went 
abour,—I then reſolved to go to Serendib.-] embarked 
for that iſland wuh Sued and my ſlaves on the gulph of 
Baſra, in a merchant-ſhip bound for Surat. From Surat 
we went to Goa, where we heard there was a ſhip 
bound for the iſle of Screndib, which was to ſail in a 
few days. We embarked upon that ſhip, and ſet fail 
from Goa with ſo fair a wind, that we made a great deal 
of way the firſt day. The ſecond the wind changed, 
and there aroſe a violent ftorm; the mariners gave us 
over for loſt, 'and abandoned the ſhip to the wind and the 
ſea. Somelimes the wayes opened ro ſwallow us up, 
and diſcloſed ſuch a dreadful abyſs, that we were almoſt 
dead of fear; ſometimes they lifted us ro the cloud:— 
We were thus driven about by them ſeveral days; but 
| that 
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us do moſt profound reverences to the black Monarch 
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that which ſurpriſed us all, and was looked upon by us 
as a nuracle, was, that we were not ſhipwrecked, We 
at [{t caſt anchor at an iſle near the Maldives. : 
It was not very large, and ſeemed to be deſart. We 
prepared to go aſhore to a thick wocd, which appeared 
to us to ſtand in the middle cf it; when an old ſeaman, 
who knew very well the coaſts of India, told us the ifle 
was inhabited by negroes, who were idolators, and 
worſhipped a ſerpent, to whom. they gave all ſtrangers 
that fell into their hands to be devoured ; that inſtead of 
landing there, we muſt put to fea again, and gain the 
Maldives, if poſſible, The Captain who depended very 
much on this ſailor's experience, doubted not of the truth 
of what he ſaid; and it was reſolved that we ſhould 
weigh anchor the next morning, as ſoon as it was day, 
to get as far off as we could from ſo dangerous a place. 
This reſolution was wiſe enough, if we could have put it in 
execution ; but we had better have gone away immediately, 
and abandoned ourſelves to the ſea again; for in the mid- 
dle of the night we were on a ſudden aſſaulted by a great 


Irons, and carried us to their habitations. 


HUNDRUED AND SECOND DAY. 
ID began to break, when, afrer having croſſed 


the wood we ſaw the day before, we came to the 
horde of the negroes, It conſiſted of a great many little 
cabbins made of wood and earth; in the middle of which 
was raiſed a great pavilion of the fame materials, and this 
they called the King's palace. We were led to ir, and 
faw the King ſeated on a throne made of cockle-ſhelle, 
He was a negro of gigantic form, fo ugly and frightful, 
that he looked rather like a devil than a man. The 
Princeſs, his daughter, fat by him; ſhe was about thirty 
years old, and was ſomewhat like her father, both in ſize 
and viſage. 
One of the principal negroes that had taken us made 


and his davghter ; he then gave an account of his happy 
"© expedition 
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expedition, The King having heard him with pleaſure, 
thewed he was very well ſatisfied with what he and his 
companiens had done. Then pointing to us with his finger, 
he ſaid to his Vizier, Go, conduct thoſe priſoners to a 
rent by themſelves, and let one of them every day be fa. 
.crmced to the god we adore, The Vizier obeyed him; 
we were led by him to a ſeparate tent, where we had 
ſome rice and other proy;ttons brought us by his order, that 
the viEtims might be the farter, The next day two ne- 
groes fetched one of our compantons to deliver him to the 
{crpent ; the day after they did the ſame by another; and 
thus every mo ning one of our comrades was devoured by 
that monſter, till my flives, the captain, the pilot, and the 
mariners, were all facrificed, | | 

There remained only Saed and me; we were ready to 
ſubmit to the ſame fate, and expeRted that the negroes 
would the next morning part us for ever. Ah! my dear 
Prince, faid my confident, ſince we muſt both be via'me, 
pray heaven at leaſt that l may die before you, and may 
it not ſuffer me to ſee you led from me to death ; I could 
not bear it. Ah Saed! replied I, why waſt thou the 
companion of my mis ſortunes, when, infatuated with a 
ſenſeleſs paſſion, I left Cairo to ſearch every where for an 
object which I cannot perhaps meet with, or if I meet with, 
cannot obtain? Why didſt no: thou leave me to periſh? 
alone? Thou wert againſt my ſentiments; I rejected 
thy wiſe counſels. Is it juſt that thou ſhouldſt die with 
a man that would not hearken to thee? While we were 
ſpending ourſelves in theſe vain complaints, the negroes 
came, and addreſſing themſelves to me, ſaid, Follow us, 
At theſe words I trembled, and turning to Saed, bade 

Aim adieu for ever. We had not ſtrength to ſpeak to 
one another; we were ſo ſeized with fear and grief; we 
were contented to expreſs ourſelves by our looks, which 
ſufficiently ſhewed the emotions of our ſouls. 

The negroes led-me to a huge tent, where I thought | 
was to be ſacrificed ; but a black woman came up io me 
as ſoon as I entered it, ſaying, Take courage, yourg man, 
you will not have the ſame fate with your companions ; 
the Princeſs Huſnara, my miſtreſs, has prepared a ſweeter 
- gdeftiny for you: I will tell you no more, for ſhe herſelt 
is about to let you know your good fortune, I am her 
favourite fave, and have orders to introduce you into the 
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moſt ſecret place of this pavilion, where ſhe waits for 
you wich impatience. At theſe words the two negroes 
that had accompanied me withdrew: and Huſnara's fa- 
vourite ſlave, taking me by the hand, conducted me to a 
little room, where her miſtreſs was alone, fitting on a fort 
of ſofa, covered with the ſkins of wild beaſts. 

Her complexion was of the olive kind; her eyes lively, 
and very little; her noſe flit, her mouth wide, her lips 
very big, and her teeth of an amber colour; her hair ſhort, 
very much frizzled, and blacker than ebony. Inſtead of a 
coif, the wore on her head a plain bonnet of yellow fluff, 
with a red border, on which was a plume of feathers of 
ſeveral colours ; ſhe had on her neck a collar of great 
grains of Talagaijai, blue and yellow; her obe was long, 
made of tiger ſkins, and reached from her ſhoulders to her 
teet, This obj«Q was nor likely to put Bedi al Jemal out 
of my head, 

Come hither, young man, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſheſaw 
me; come fit by me; I have ſomething to tell you that 
will comfort you for falling into the hands of the King, 
my facher. At this diſcourſe, continued ſhe, after I was 
far down, (hoy ovghtcft to be impatient to know what 1 
have to ſay to- thee :, it is excuſable if thou art, becauſe 
the thing is the moſt important and moſt agreeable that 
conld hipven- to-thee,. I took a liking to thee the firſt 
min tr» J fiaw thee, and will nor only ſave thy life, but 
miku choice of thee jor a lover; I will prefer thee to the 
grea'elt lords of the court; who are all charmed with my 
b-xwry, Though I needed not have been ſurpriſed at 
this confeſlion of hers, fince her favourite flaie had ſuf- 
eiche prepared me for ir, yet | could not help being 
ithacked at it, I abhorred the thoughts of making her 
ſuch an anſwer as ſhe defwed, but was ſo afraid of expo- 
fing myſelf to her rage, that J durſt not ſpeak my mind 
fre-ly, When ſhe f:w I made her no reply, and was in 
confuſion, ſhe faid, Young man, I do not wonder at thy 
filence and diſorder; thou diriſt nor expect that a young 
and handiome Princeſs ſhould ſo d mean herſelf as to 
make thee advances, and the ſurpriſe that ſo much good 
fortune muſt put thee into ties up thy tongue; but in- 
ſtead of being offended at thy confuſton, I am charmed 
wih 1. — I is a kind omen to my love; and thy hence, 
which without doubt, is a token of the excels. of thy 
Jy is more a pleaſure to me than all the acknowled 
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ments thou couldſt make me by words. Saying this, ſhe 
give me one of her hands to kiſs, as a taſte of further 
pleaſure which ſhe kept in ftore for me. She was ſo per- 
ſuaded that nobody could ſee her without loving her, that 
ſhe took the ſigns of diſguſt which appeared in my looks 
and actions for tokens of love. In the mean time, two black 
faves came and ſpread ſkins upon the ground, upon which 
others preſently laid plates of rice, and ſeveral kinds of con- 
ſerves of honey. The Princeſs ordered me to lie down on 
the ſkins as ſhe did, and to eat of her proviſions. 


HUNDRED AND THIRD DAY. 


DID very litle honour to her entertainmen', She 
mightily importuned me to ear, What is the matter, 
young man? ſaid ſhe ; have you no ſtomach ? how does 
i: pleaſe me to ſee it, You have doubtleſs the more love 


for it,—You are fo charmed with the expeQation of what! 


am wwlling you ſhould hope for, that you think every mo- 
mentjolt, andihave not patience to eat. However, eon inued 
ſhe, as Holent as your defires may be, lcannot raiſe you to 
the bigheft pitch of your happineſs till night. Tam going to 
the King, my father, ro pray him to ſpare you and your 
comrade's life, becauſe Mibraſya, my favourite ſlave, has 
t. ken a liking to him. 

She then roſe, called for a veil, and, while ſhe was pre- 
paring to appear before her father, ſaid, young man, return 
to thy tent, go to thy companion, tell him he ſhall have the 
happineſs to, poſſeſs my favowve hve; carry bim that 
agreeable news; Tejoice both of you, and give thanks to 

fortune, which at the ſame time d faves you from the mis- 
fortune of all your fellows, procures you a delicious life in 
the very ſame place where they ſuffered death, As ſoon as 
it is night I will ſend for thee to ſup with me, and we will 
be merry together. 

{ thanked the Princeſs Hufnara for her goodneſs to me, 
though I refolved rather to die than to make any uſe ob it. 
A n:gro was called to be my conductor, and be carried 
me back to my rent. One cannot expreſs the joy of 
S el ar the ſight of me again; it could not have been 
greater, had he at once found himſelf delivered out of 3 
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eruel hands of the negroes, and tranſported fafely to Egypt. 


Ah! cried he, are you there, my dear Prince? I defpair- 
ed of ever ſeeing my maſter again; | thought the barba- 
rians had ſacrificed you, and the fatal ſerpent, ro whom 
error has here erected altars, had devoured you. Is it 
poſſible that you are reſtored to me, and are come to dry up 
the tears that I have been ſpilling tor ou? 

Yes, Saed ſaid 1; and I am to tell you too, that my ſafe- 
ty depends on myſelf: | can, if I pleaſe eſcape, the fate of 
all our companions. Ab, my Lord! replied Saed, inter- 
rupting me, may I give faith to it ? Shall I believe thar you 
can avoid the death that threatens us? What happy tidings 
co you bring me ?—I tell you nothing bur truth, "epliec I; 
but you do not know at what price I can ſave my 10 © ; when 
you do, you will not be fo tranſported with joy; you will 
perhaps think me more 10 be piried than if I had a dy 
loſt my life. I then told him what had pafſed between me 
and the King of the negroes daughter. 

I agree, ſaid my confident Wen be had heard me our, 
that it is not very pleaſant to ſee ores ſelf in the arms of 
fuch a lover. It is not without reaſon that you are ſet 
againſt her: I am of your opinion, But lite is a fine thing. 
Conſider, it is a very m-lancholy buſineſe to be a ſac fie ar 
your age. Put a force upon youriclf, mv Prince; give 


way to neceſfiry, Ar this I cried our, Oh, Sad, what 


counſel] is it you give me!! Let us ſce if vou a'e capable of 
following It yourſelf? tor ] nifſt tell veu 100 are in the 
fame caſe. The Princeſs? favourite fl:ve hes caft her ere 
vpon you, and requires that yuu ſhoula ye ber: the is 
not handſomer than her miſtrets. Du cu Hd +ourſelt in 
any diſpoſi ion to make er the return the <xp{ct tor the ſa- 
your ſhe intends you this nigh ? 

Saed changed, colour at this diſcomſe, Heavens) what 
have J heard? cr:eo he; will the favourite Nlave tave my 
life for me to devote it to her 4 Rather ler the negroes 
come and lead me to their pagod; a thouſand tines let 
the ſerpent derour me before J anſwer her carefies. So, 
ſo, Saed, replied 1, vou ſhew a great deal of r-pugnance 
to 2 lacy who has a kn dreſs for vou; you forge: that 
life is a fire thing. As ſoon as you are o be compelled 
to love an horrible 6+j5-&, death Toles all its errors with 
you, and vet you wouid have me be atraid of it, Con. 
fels now jt is not eaſy to matter ones inclinations, not to 
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Thew love to a perfon who ha nothing about her but what 
is ſhocking ; an effort above the ſtrength of the moſt impetu- 
ous youth, We had better both periſh than ſo qebaſe our. 
ſelves, to pretend Jove for two women whom we cannot but 
hate and deteſt. My confident“ ſen iments being the ſame 
with mine, we thought of nothing but death, We impa- 
tiently waited for night, nor for any pleaſure we promiſed 
ourſelves then, but to affront our miſt eſſe, and let them 
know with what horror we thoug! t of them. This was a 
new thing for lovers. We hoped by this means to raiſe their 
choler againſt us, and oblige them ro pu vs 10 death. We 
imagined, that if a beautiful woman, who i 1) ghred, is car- 
ried to the greateſt extremi ies, we thould no! with impunity 
offend two of the uglieſt and cruelleſt creatures in the world, 

Night being come, a negro officer belonging % the Prin- 
ceſs Huſnara came to us, and ſcid, happ. ſhes, prepare 
yourſelves to enjoy the ſweeteſt of all plcaſures. Two ten- 
der lovers wit your coming. Bleſs the day when he tu: y 
of the ſea and the winds threw you on thele coaſt, We 
fo!lowed the neg"o wi hout makivg him any anſwer ; wut he 
might have ſeen by our filerice that be ladi-s, who exp d- 
ed us, were not like o be very well pleaſed withis, Grief, 
or rather deſpair, was painted in our eyes. He conducted 
us to the Princef Huſnara”s pavilior, where we were int ro- 
duced to her. She was at table with her fat ou ite ſhave, 
both of them lying «long the ground upon ſkins, Come and 
fir by me, favs Huſnara to me, and let thy companion place 
himfel! by Mih-afya. There were ſcveral dithes, of which 
they obliged u to ear, and black ſlaves ſerved us plemifully 

with a drink made of corn, in earthen cups painted, 


—  — —  — 


HUNDRED AND FOURTH DAY. 


HE Prineeſs to pleaſe me, was very free on her part; 

apd the ſame was Mihrafya on her's, to pleaſe Sed 
alſo, This freedom inſenſibly increaſed upon them fo 
far, that we could not help letting them know they loſt 
their time, I ſaid a thouſand offenſive things to Huſnara, 
and my confident had not more gallantry than I. Our 


diſcourſe had a quick effect: our ladies changed coun- 
| | tenance 


E „ Aa - . owS os ws 


mm wt ww wet e 


mi 


— Wd A Ov = A bw =», = — — 2 


- 3 — , 


| 


PERSIAN TALES. 297 


tenance immediately; they looked furiouſly upon ue, and 
the King of the negroes daughter cried, Ah wretches! is 
this the return you make for my fayours ? Do yon foryet 
how dangerous it is for you to provoke my wrath ? Ingrate ! 
continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, canſt thou with in- 
difference receive all theſe marks of my friendſhip? But 
why do] ſay with indifference? thou ſeemeſt to look on 
Huſrara wich horror. What doſt thou ſee in my perſon 
which begets thy aveiſion ? What fault doſt thou find with 
me ? 

Saying this, ſhe turned to her favourite. Tell me, 
Mihrafya, do not flatter me, am 1 ugly, or ill-ſhaped ? 
What irregular features have |? In a word, do [deſerve to 
be deſpiſed by this young ſtranger? Ah, my Princefs ! re- 


. plied the favourite ſlave, there is not a lady upon earth that 


i» fit to be compared ro you | Nothing is ſo perſect as your 
beauty! * nothing more free and more regular than your 
ſhape ! "This young man muſt ſurely have loſt his ſenſes, 
ſince he does not do juſtice to your charms, If you meet 
with an ungrateful man, Why ſhould I wonder this other 
ſtranger has no more liking to me I cannot imagine how 
a man can look on you without adoring you, Can this 
youth behold you with indifference? he ought to die of 
love, or run mad with ſight of you. That is true, replies 
the Princeſs ; you are alſo very amiable yourſelf, and your 
favours not to be deſpiſed. I obtained their reprieve of the 
King, my farber, but they are quite unworthy of the life I 
would have given to them, They ſhall die. Call ſome of 
my officers. Let them carry .the ſtrangers to the pagod, 
and deliver them to the divinity we adore, Mihrafya un- 
dertook to call the ofhicers herſelf. She went for them, 


and returned in a little while accompanied with two negroes. 


Draw near, ſays the Princeſs; take theſe young priſoners 
and carry them to the pagod. The negroes were about to 
ſeize us, when in the very inſtant ſhe cried, hold ! 1 know 
not what emotion agitates my foul and oppoſeth the death 
of theſe two criminals it is doubtleſs my hatred, which 
is not ſatisfied with fo light a puniſhment, A quick death 
is too great a bleſſing for ſuch wretches, Let them both 
live, but let it be in torment. Send them to the Nub, and 


let them grind night and day; ſuch a painful life will re- 
venge me beiter than thear death, 


She 
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+ She then ordered the negroes to conduct us to a place in 
the iſle, where there were hand-mills, to ſet us to work, 
and never let us reſt a moment; which orders were pre- 
ſently executed, We were carried tg the mill, and, as if 
grinding all day was not work IF. enough for us, they 
made us fetch ſuch heavy burdens of wood that we could 
ſcarce move under them, not being uſed to fuch hard labour. 
The negroes, who ſaw how wc were ſpent by it, malicioufly 
aſked us if we bad no mind to grow amorous. This queſ- 
tion bringing into our memories the image of our ladies, in- 
ſpired us with freth viguur. We had rather ſtay at the 
mill, than age in have the fight of them. 

One day theſe negroes left us a great quantity of corn to 
grind, ſaying, We are going to the horde, fee that it be 
ground by that time we return, When my confident and-l 
were by ourſelves, Saed, faid I, now that our enemies are 
gone, let us improve the opportunity; let us get to the ſea 
fide, perhaps we may there find ſome bark in which we may 
make our eſcape, or may ſee ſome ſhip to take us aboard, 
upon our making a ſignal, F agree to it, my Prince, repli- 
ed Sacd ; let us do what we can to get out of this fatal iſle, 
If Heaven does not help us fo far as to preſent us with ſome 
fair occaſion to fly from this iſland, we will throw ourſelves 
into the fea ; and I believe it will be more pleaſant to pe- 
riſh in the waves, than to continue thus grinding at the mill. 

I. was in the fame mind with my confidant. We got to 
the ſea ſide, which was not far off, and found there a boat 
faſtened to a pole; it was a negro fiſherman's, whoſe dwel- 
ling was not far off, We immediately untied the boat, and 
put to ſea, abandoning ourſelves to the mercy of the winds 
and the waves, 


RUNDRED AND FIFTH DAY. 


E had ſcarce yot our oars in hand, and were clear 

L \ of the ſhore, when we eſpied the negro to whom 
the boat belonged ; he made a dreadful bellowing after 
us, when he found we were going off with it; be 
threatened us, but his menaces and howlings were all to 
no purpoſe. We were got out 10 ſea, and loſt fight of 
the iſland before night. We thanked Heaven for ont 
deliverance, 
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deliverance, and were as glad as if we had arrived at a ſafe 
port : though we were upon the main ocean, without pro- 
viſions, and the weak veſſel that carried us was every mo- 
ment in danger of ſinking, yet we thought of nothing but 
our having eſcaped out of the hands of the negroes.— We 
were not ſo much afraid of periſhing by the waters, as of — 
being devoured by a ſerpent. * | 
Aſter having failed all night at random, we perceived | 
next morning, as ſoon as ut was day, a little iſland; we 
made toit, The firft thing we ſaw were ſeveral trees, 
loaden with fruit, which bore the branches to the ground, 
It was the more welcome fight, for that we began to have | 
rery good ſtomachs : we gathered of them, eat them, and 
tound they were excellen!, Upon this a perfect joy ſuc- | 
ceeded to the terror the negroes had put us into; and, 
laughing at the very things that had moſt terrihed us, we 
fell a rallying each other on the amours we had diſdained. 
When we had 1efrethed ourſelves a little, we tied our boat 
to a ſtake, and went up into the ifle, 1 never ſaWa more 
agreeable place; it was full of aloe trees and other fine 
woods, of all forts of frui-trees, of ſprings, and beaute— 
ous flowers. | 
What we were moſt ſurpriſed at was, that though this 
iſle was ſo commodious and pleaſant, yet it appeared deſert- 
d. What means it, faid I ro Szed, that this iſland is not 
inhabited? We are not ſure the firſt that came hither ; 
others muſt have diſcovered it before us, Why is it aban- 
doned ? My conhdant replied, Since nobody lives here, my 
dear Prince, it is a certain ſign that nobody can live here; | 
there is ſomething or other fo inconvenient in it, that it is 
nat to be inhabited. Ah poor Saed! he little thought when 
be ſaid it that he was ſpeaking fo much truth. 

We ſpent the day in rejoicing that we had. got ſafe | 
thither, and in walking op and down. When night | 
came, we repoſed ourſelves on the graſs, which was ena- | 
melled with a thouſand flowers of the fineſt odour, We 
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r ſlept deliciouſly : but when I awoke, to my great aſto- 

| niſhment, | found myſelf alone. I called again and again | 
r upon S:cd, but he made me no anſwer, I aroſe to ſeek 
e for him; and having gone over a good part of the iſle, I | 
g 


returned to the place where we fl pt, imagining I might 
f find him there. I in vain waited ſor him all that day | 
and the followlng night, and then deſpaired to ſee him 
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any more. I made the air reſound with my moans and 
wailings. Ah! my dear Saed, cried J, what is become 
of thee? While I had thee with me, thou helpedſt me to 
bear the burden of my ill fortune; thou didſt ſooth my 
pains by dividing them with me: by what ill bap, by 
What enchantment am I robbed uf thee? What power, 
more cruel chan negroes, has parted us? I had better have 
died with thee than live here alone, | 

I could got comfort myſelf for the loſs of my cor. fidanr, 
and was puzzled to comprehend what could have befallen 
him. I grew deſperate with my grief, and reſolved alſo 
to deſtro m1 felf in thar iſle. I will go all over it, ſaid 
1; I will find ou Sacd, or die. I then went to a wood 
T had ſpied at ſome diltance, and coming to ir, found in 
the middle of it a caſtle, very well built, encompaſſed with 
broad and deep ditches full of water, with a draw-bridge, 
which was down, I entered. into a large court, paved 
with whire marble, and advanced to the gate of a very 
fine building of aloe wood; ſeveral birds were wrought 
upon it in baſſo relievo: and on the gate was a great 
brazen lock, in the ſhape of a lion; a key vas hanging 
to it by a chain, of braſs alſo; I put it into the lock and 
the latter broke like glaſs. The gate opened rather of it- 
felf than by my unlocking it; at which | was extremely ſur- 
priſed, TI came within it 0 a ſtaircaſe of black marble, 
F mounted it, and firſt entered a great hall, whoſe furni- 
ture were hangings of ſilk, and gold tapeſtry, and brocade 
ſofas: thence ] went into a chamber, which was richly fur- 
nithed ; bur I did not mind that ſo much as a young lady 
whom | ſiw there; ſhe was perfely beautiful, and her 
beauty drew all my atten ion. She lay on a great ſofa, her 
head reclined on a cuſhion ; the was gorgeouſly dreſſed, and 
near her ſtood a table of black! itoer ; her eyes were 
Cloſed, and J had reaſon to doubt whether ſhe was living 


or not. I went up to her as ſofcly as I could, and pereeiv- 
ed that ſhe breathed, 


